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SECOND VOLUME. 


CHAP. III. 


adventure happens io Pipes, in conſequence of 
which be is diſmiſſed from Peregrine's ſervices 
The whole company ſe! out for Ghent in the Diligence. 
Our hero is captiuaied by a lady in that carriage; 
intereſts her . director in his behalf, 
He makes ſome progreſs in hen aſfectioa; is interrupted 
by a diſpute between Jolter and the Jew ; appeaſes 
the wrath of the Capuchin, who procures for him an 
interview witÞ his fair enſlaver, in which he finds 


AF. ir. 
He makes another effort towards the accompliſhment of his 
aviſh, which is poſtponed by a ſtrange accident. p. 13 
. | | 


himſelf deceived, 


They depart from Ghent. Our bero engages in a politi- 
cal diſpute with his miſtreſs, whom he offends, and 
 pacifies with ſubmiſſion. He practiſes an expedient to 

detain the carriage at Aloſt, and confirms the prieff 

in his intereſt. | | | 
| $M AP. 1 
The French coquet entraps the heart of the Jew, againſt 
«whom Pallet enters into @ conſpiracy z by which Pe- 
regrine 15 again diſappointed, and the Hebrews in- 
conlinence expoſed. _ | 
| n AF; | | 

Pallet, endeavouring to unravel the myſtery of the 

treatment he had received, fa 


Us out of the fr 
pan into the fire, 355 
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Peregrine, almaſt aifirafted with his diſappointmentt., 
conjures the fair Fleming to permit his wiſits at 
Bruſſels. She withdraws from his purſuit, p. 38 
E I. 
Peregrine meets with Mrs. Hornbeck, and is conſoled 
far his loſs. His valet de chambre is embroiled with 
ber duemna, whom, however, he finds means to ap- 
peaſe, „ | p- 43 
5 VVV | 
Hornbeck 7s informed of his wife's adventure with Pe- 
regrine, for hom he prepares a ſtratagem, which is 
rendered ineffectual by the information of Pipes. The 
huſband is ducked for his intention, and our hero aþ- 
Prehended by the patrole. «+ WV 
e , Jebbs ON 
Peregrine 7s releaſed. Jolter confounded at his myſte- 
rious conduct. A conteſt happens betabeen the poet and 
Painter, who are reconciled by the mediation of their 
fellow travellers. „ p- 54 
5 „%% AF. LA Wa 
\ The travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place 
the painter gives a looſe to his enthuſiaſm. p- 60 
HA. LI. 5 
Peregrine artfully foments a quarrel between Pallet 
and the phyſician, who fight a duel on the ram- 


parts. IS TOs p. 66 ä 
1 C ol 
The doflor exults in his viflory. They jet out For Rot- 
terdam, where they are entertained by two Dutch » 
gentlemen in a yacht, which is overturned in the © 
Maeze, to the manifejt hazard of the painter”s life. 
They ſpend the evening with their entertainers, and 
next day wijit a cabinet of curioſities. p- 75 
| a RM A F+o.. Dy. | 
They proceed to the Hague ; from whence they depart 
for Amſterdam, where they ſee a Dutch tragedy. 
Viſit the mufick-houſe, in which Peregrine quarrels * 
with the captain of a man of war. They paſs © 
. through Haarlem, in their way to Leyden, Re- 
ig turn X 
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turn to Rotterdam, where the company ſeparates, 
and our hero, with his attendants, arrives in ſafety 
at Harwich. : _ p. 81 


C-H A P. ILXVI. 


pPeregrine delivers his letters of recommendation at Lon- 


5 joy of the commodore and 


don, and returns to the 1 to the unſpeakable 
is awhale family. p. 86 


; : Sees bis Her happily married. Vifits Emilia, who re- 


ceives him according to his deſerts. 


P. 94 
CHAP. LI. En 


He attends his uncle with great aſfection, during a fit of 


illneſs. Sets out again for London; meets with his 
friend Godfrey, who is prevailed upon to accompany 
him to Bath; on the road to which place, they chance 
to dine with a perſon, who entertains them with a cu- 
rious account of a certain company of adventurers, 
rn eto , i Bp - eb RES ent 
Godfrey executes @ ſcheme at Bath, by which a whole 
company of ſhar pers is ruined. 1 p. 104 
NN N | 

The two friends eclipſe all their compentors m gallantry, 
and practiſe a pleaſant project of revenge upon the 
' phyficrans of the place, | p. 109 

| , FW =» + © | 
Peregrine humbles a noted hector, and meets with a 
firange character at the bouſe of a certain lady, 
| 8 „ . 117 

| E H A FP. LXIII. | 

He cultiuates an acquaintance with the Miſanthrope, 
who favours him with a fhort ſxetch of his own 
hiſtory. _ | p. 183 
M £7 Jos On 
Peregrine arrives at the garriſcn, where he receives 
the laſt admonitions of Commodore 'Trunnion, who 
next day reſigns bis breath, and is buried according 
ro his own directions. Some gentlemen in the * | 
a N male 


vi CONTENTS of Vol. IB. 
make a fruitleſs attempt to accommodate matters 
betwixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickle and his eldeft ſon. 
| | p. 130 
/ F Lx0v- 
The young gentleman having ſettled his domeſtic af + 
Fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay equi- 
page. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced to 
ber uncle. | 3 1 | P» 136 
| CH AP . 5 
He proſecutes his defign upon Emilia with great art and 
per ſeverance. p. 141 
oo Oo. A ® + 4 dP 
He prevails upon Emilia to accompany him te a maſ- 
 querade, makes a treachercus attempt ufon her af- 


Fdclion, and meets with 4 deſerved repulſe. p. 146 


11 ELESVH. 
He endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his miflrefs, and 


_ exfoflulates with the uncle, who forbids him the 
houſe. CN ee 
| CHAP;  LXXVHE.--- | 
He projefs a violent ſcheme, in conſequence of which he | 
1s involved in a moſt fatiguins adventure, which ; 
greatly tends towards the augmentation of his cha- | 
ine. | P-. I .M 
12 5 CH AP. LXKEX; : od 8 
Peregrine ſends a meſſage io Mrs. Gauntlet, who re- 
jeets his propoſal. He repairs to the garriſon. p. 166 1 
. 0 þ 
He returns to London, and meets with Cadwallader, 3 | 
ac / entertains him with many curicus particulars. 
The Memoirs of a lady of Quaiity, p. 180 
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_ neceſſity of vindicating the ſte 


ü) 
To Lord — 


My Lord, 


9 4 * E turn which your lordſhip gave to the conver- 


fation of laſt night, having laid me under the 
I have lately taken in 


5 publiſhing Memoirs of my life, I think I have a right 


do demand your opinion of the motives which I then 
explained; and this I aſk by way of appeal to your 
judgment, from the ſentiments of thoſe who might per- 


© haps think my inducements were weak or frivolous, 


For, though no perſon in the company attempted to 


_ invalidate the arguments I advanced, I could perceive 


that one gentleman was not altogether convinced of the 


rectitude of that meaſure : you may remember he drop- 


ped ſeveral diſſenting hints, couched in the modeſt ex- 


preſſions of with ſubmiſſion to your ladyſhip's better judg= 


ment. But to be ſure, yeu would not have taken ſuch @ 
te without firſt weighing the conſequences. Jour pro- 
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Vocations were certainly very great, although the world _ 


© 1 apt to put the worſt conſiructions upon every thing : 


And other ſuch. prudential inſinuations that are 
ofcen more diſconcerting than the diſplayed objections 
of a declared antagoniſt ; becauſe they ſeem to import 
ſomething of great weight, which perſonal reſpect en- 
deavours to ſuppreſs. Theſe ſententious fragments 
made fuch impreſſion upon my mind, that I have been 
all night long taſking my recollection, in order to diſ- 


cover the weak fide of my defence; but, as one always 
fees through the midſt of partiality, in one's own con- 


cerns, I muſt have recourſe to your diſcernment, and 


ſlleriouſly inſiſt upon knowing how far you approve the 


juſtification of, | | 
My Lord, 
your lordſhip's 
molt obedient ſervant. 


Yor, II. 


(vii) 
ANS WE R. 
Madam, 


I Cannot help obſerving that the ſerious manner in 


which you aſk my opinion of the motives which in- 
duced you to publiſh your Memoirs, is exactly of a 
piece with the conduct ef thoſe who conſult their friends, 
for approbation rather than advice, and by a diſappoint- 
ment in their expectations of applauſe, are more than 
ever wedded to their own inventions. How would 
your ladythip look, ſhould I now, in conſequence of 
Jour demand, affuine the air of a ſevere moraliſer, and 
tell you, that the ſtep you have taken, was altogether 
precipitate and inexcuſable, that you have unnecetiarily 


avowed your own indiſctetion, incurred the reſentment. 


of individuals, and attracted the reproaches of a cen- 
forious world; and that over and above theſe diſudvan- 
tages, you Live ſubje ted yourſelf for ever, to a life of 
domeſtic di iſquict; by incenſing the tyrant of whom you 
complains beyond a pofſihility of forgiveneſs or recon- 
ciljation ? Would not all the reſentment of a diſappoint- 
cd avthor, take pollelſion of your ladyſhip; ene that 


cheartulneſs of countenance with a fallen frown; - and 


lighten from theſe fair eyes in gleams of diſpleaſure ? 
No, you would be more ſurprizel than offended at my 
obſervations. You would believe you had been all 
along deceived in your opinion of my delicacy and 
une Ierftanding : you would be mortihed at the dit 
covery of your miſtake, and look vpon me With 


compaſtion, as one of thoſe tame, timid rationaliſts, 


who being naturally phlegmatic and fearful, are utter 
ftrangers to the refincd ſenqtions of the human heart, 
incapable of doing juſtice to thoſe melting tenderneſſes 


which they never felt, and too itreſolute to withſtand 7 


the torrent of ignorant, malicious, or wrong. head- 
ed clamour, when it atte&s a character in which their 


triendſhip ought to be intereſted, Your ſentiments, 1 


own, would, 1 in that caſe be | PRE excepting that I ſhoul:! 
engage your A pity, in delerving your con- 
5 temp! 


dus 


with * 


lifts, 
utter 
zart, 
neſſes 
ſtand 
head- 


their 


its, I 
hou! | 


Con- 
temp! 


Ty C08: 
bh tempt, and inſtead of being deſpiſed as a cold friend, be 
fſtill regarded by you, as a weak and timorous well- 


wither. If your character ſuffered cruelly from miſ- 
repreſentations z if your foibles were magnified and 
multiplied with all the aggravations of envy and faction; 
if the qualities of your heart were decried or traduced, 
and even your underſtanding called in queſtion ; I agree 


'% with your ladyſhip, that it was not only excuſable, but 


highly neceſſary te publiſh a detail of your conduct, 
which would acquit you of all or moſt of thoſe ſcanda- 


lous imputations, This taſk you have, in my opinion, 
performed to the ſatisfaction of ail the intelligent and 


unprejudiced part of mankind. He muit be very defi- 
cient in candour and feeling, who, in reading your 
memoirs, is not intereſted in your faveur; who Goes 
not eſpouſe the cauſe of beauty, innocence and love; 
- who does not ſee that as you once were, you would ſtill 
have continued to be the pattern of conjugal faith and 
ichcity ; had not the croſs accidents, of fortune, forc- 
ed you from the natural bias of your diſpoſition : who 
Joes not excuſt the tenderneſs, which youth and ſenſi— 


bility to circumſtanced, could not poſſibly reſiſt; and 


vio does not freely torcive the fault, when he conſi- 


gers the particnlars of the temptation. He muſt be de- 
oi of all taſte and 1efjection, who does not admire 


pour ſpirit, elegance and ſente; and dead to all the finer 
movements of the ſoul, if he is not agitated, thrilled 
and tianſported with the pathetic circumſtances of your 
: fforv. Some people who are your ladyſnip's friends, 
and highly entertained with the performance, have wiſth- 


ed you had ſpared yourſelt ſome unneceſſary confeſſions 
> which they thought could ſerve no end, but that of 
— affording a handle to your enemies, for cenſure and de- 
famation: Imyſelf, I own, was of the ſame opinion, un- 


malicious focs dare blame, except your diſregard of an 
| the 
laws 


Wy, 2 1 ba 
—— — —— RIAA — e — — 
r 2 2 — — — . 


| 


( x 5 

Jaws of your country) was impoſed upon your neceffi- 
ty, youth and ine xperience? Nor was was this conduct 
the reſult of vicious levity and intemperance : you had 
already given undeniable proofs of your conſtancy and 
conjugal virtue, to the firſt lord of your affections, 
who was the choice of your love, and to whom your 
heart was unalterably wedded. Your natural ſenſibili— 
ty had been, by his extraordinary care, tenderneſs and 
attention, cheriſhed and improved to ſuch a degree of 
delicacy, as could not poſlibly reliſh the attachment of 
the common run of huſbands. No dmg then that you 
was uneaſy under a ſecond engagement ſo much unlike 
the firſt; that every Rea a of the contraſt ap- 
peared to you in the moſt aggravating light, and made a 
ſuitable impreſſion upon your imagination; and that 
you was not inſenſible to thoſe att. rations; which had 
formerly captivated your heart, nor able to reſiſt the 
flattering inſinuations, incredible aſſiduity, and ſur— 
prizing perſeverance of an artful lover. And ſure be 
could not have choſen a more favourable opportunity 
to prefer his addreſſes : your paſhons were unuſually 
intendered by grief; you was diffatisRed with your 
domeſtic ſituation ; You was ſolitary for want of that 


intimate connexion in which you had been ſo happy be- 


fore, and your breaſt glowed with the moſt pathetic 
ſuſceptibility, while you was yet a ſtranger to the 
inſidious wiles of man. In ſuch diſtreſs, the mind 
longs for ſympathy and conſolation ; it ſeeks to repoſe 
itſelf upon the tender friendſnip of ſome kind partner, 
that will ſhare and alleviate its forrows : ſuch a com- 
forter appeared in the accompliſhed youth : your judg- 
ment was pleaſed with his qualifications : his demean- 
or;acquired your eſteem : your friendſhip was engaged 
by his lincerity, and your affection was inſenſibly ſub- 
dued. In ſhort, every thing conſpired to promote his 


ſuit, and my wonder is not that he ſucceeded, but 


that you held out fo long. Your ſentiments with rc- 
gard to thoſe who have inveighed againſt your perior m- 


| ance, altogether conformable to that Noc ſenſe and be- 
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mes 


| a 
efteemed. As for writers who have exerciſed their pens 
in abuſing your ladyſhip, they are either objects of 


mirth or compaſſion. They, poor, harmleſs. creatures, 
in their hearts, wiſh vou no evil. Their buſineſs is to 
eat honeſtly, if they can,—but at any rate to eat. I 
am fully perſuaded, that for a very ſmall ſum, you 
might engage the whole tribe to refute their own revil- 
ings, and bellow: with all their might in your praiſe, 
It would really be uncharitable as well as abturd, to 
expreſs the leaſt reſentment againſt ſuch feeble antago- 
niſts, who are literally the beings of a ſummer day: 
the noiſy inſets, which the fun of merit never fails to 
produce; the ſhadows that continually accompany ſuc- 
cels : and indeed a man might as well fight with his own 


* ſhadow, as attempt to chaſtiſe ſuch unſubſtantial phan - 


toms. But of all the emotions of your heart, that which 
Jam at preſent, tempted chiefly to applaud, is the ſor- 
row you exprels, for having been ob iged in your own 
Juſtification, to vilify and expoſe the man to whom your 
fate is inſeparably connected; and the I:udable reſoluti- 
on you have taken to live amicably with him for the 
future, provided he fhajl perhſt in that conduct, which 
he hath of late choſen to maintain. On the whole, 
tho' you may have enflamed the virulence of envy and 
malice, rouſed the reſentment of ſome, whoſe folly and 
ingratitude you had occaſion to diſplay, and incurred 
the cenſure of thoſe, who think it their duty to ex- _ 
claim againſt the leaſt infringement of the nuptial tie 

howſoever unequally impoſed; your Memoirs will al- 
ways be peruſed with pleaſure, by all readers of taſte 
and diſcernment, and your fame as a beauty and author, 
long ſurvive the ill offices of prejudice, and perſonal 
animoſity. And now that I have performed the taſk 
enjoined, give me leave to add, that I have the ho- 
Nour to be, | 


Madam, 


your moſt devoted 


humble ſervant. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


T length Peregrine Pickle makes his appearance 
in a new edition, in ſpite of all the art and in— 
_ dultry that were uſed to ſtifle him in the birth, by cer- 

tain bouktellers and others, who were at uncommon 


pains to miſrepreſent the work, and calumniate the 
author. 


The performance was decried as an immoral piece, 
and a ſcurrilous livelz the author was charged with 
having defamed the characters of particular perſons, 
to whom he lay under conſiderable obligations: and 
jome formidable critics declared that the book was 
void of humour, character and ſentiment. 


Theſe charges, had they been ſupported by proof, 
would have certainly damned the writer and all his 
works 3 and even unjupported as they were, had an 

mfavourable effect with the public: but, luckily for 
5 his real character was pot unknown; and ſom 
readers were determined 1o judge for themſelves, ra- 
ther than truſt implicitly to the allegations of his ene— 
mies. The book was found not altogether unworthy 
of their recommendation: a very large impreſſion has 
been fold im England: another was bought up in a 
neighbouring kingdom: the work has been tranſlated 
into the French language; ; and the demand for the ori- 
ginal, lately increaſed in England. It was the au- 
oy thor's duty, therefore, as well as his intereſt, to oblige 


the public with this edition, which he has endeavoured 


to render leſs unworthy of their acceptance, by re- 
- trenching the ſuperfluities of the firſt, reforming its 
oh manners, and correcting its expreſſion. Divers unin- 
5 | tereſting incidents are wholly ſuppreſſed: ſome hu- 
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morous ſcenes he has endeavoured to heighten, and he 


flatters himſelf that he has expunged every adventure, 


phraſe, and inſinuation that could be conſtrued by the 
moſt delicate reader, into a treſpaſs upon the rules of 
decorum. | | 


He owns with contrition, that in one or two in- 
ſtances, he gave way too much to the ſuggeſtions of 
perſonal reſentment, and repreſented characters as they 
appeared to him at that time, through the exaggerat- 
ing medium of prejudice: but he has, in this impreſ- 
ſion, endeavoured to make atonement for theſe extra- 
vagances. Howſoever he may have erred in point of 
judgment or diſcretion, he defies the whole world to 
prove that he was ever guilty of one act of malice, 


ingratitude, or diſhonour, This declaration he may 


be permitted to make, without incurring the imputation 
of vanity or preſumption, conſidering the numerous 
ſhafts of envy, rancour, and revenge, that have lately, 
both in private and in public, been levelled at his re- 
putation. | _ 


Note. The two letters relating to the Memoirs of a _ 

lady of quality, inlerted at the beginning of the 
ſecond volume, were ient to the editor by a perſon ot 
honour, iy 
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„ ADVENTURES 
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„ Peregrine Pickle. 


mall CHAP. III. 


ly, An adventure ha pens to Pipes, in conſequence of which 

re- be is diſmiſſed from Peregrine's ſe; vice. The whole 
company ſet cut for Ghent in ite Duigence. Our he- 

ro is caj tivated by a lady in that carriage; intereſis 


f a ; ber ſtiritual director in his behalf. 
the | Ez 19 
oof H E doctor being fairly engage] on the ſubject 


| of the antients, would have proceeded the Lord 
knows how far, without beftation, had not he been 


HE 5 Fercgrine no ſooner learned the danger of his truſty 


e at- 
tack, | 


2 THE ADVENTURES OF 


tack, and were taken into cuſtody by order of tlie 
knight. One of the aggreſſors being an Iriſhman, 
begged to be heard with great importunity, before he 
ſhould be ſent to the guard; and by the mediation 
of Pickle, was accordingly brought into the Hotel, 
with his companions, all three bearing upon their 
hands and faces evident marks of their adverſary”; 
proweſs and dexterity. The ſpokeſman being confront- 

ed with Pipes, informed the company, that having by 
accident met with Mr. Pipes, whom he confidered as 
his countryman, though fortune had diſpoſed of them 
in different ſervices, he invited him to drink a glaſs 
of wine; and accordingly carried him to a Cabaret, 
where he introduced him to his comrades ; but in the 
courſe of the converſation, which turned upon the 
power and greatneſs of the kings of France and Eng- 
Jand, Mr. Pipes had been plealed to treat his mott 
_ Chriſtian Majeſty with great diſreſpect; and when he 
(the entertainer) expoſtulated with him in a friendly 
manner about his impolite behaviour, obſerving that he 
being in the French ſervice, would be under the neceſſi- 
ty of reſenting his abuſe, if he did not put a ſtop to it 
before the other gentlemen of the cloth thould compre- 
hend his meaning, he had ſet them all three at deflance, 

diſhonoured him in particular with the opprobrious epi. 

thet of rebel to his native ling and conntiy, and even 

_ drank (in broken French) to the perdition of Lewis 

and all his adherents ! that, compelied by this outrage- 
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ous conduct, he, as the perſon who had recommended 
him to their ſociety, had, in vindication of his own 


n 
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l character, demanded ſatisfaction of the delinquent, _ x 
5 who, on pretence of fetching a ſword, had gone t 1 
his lodging, from whence he all of a ſudden failie! © f 
upon them with the mopſtick, which ke employed in n 


the annoyance of them all without diſtinction, ſo tlas 
they were obliged to draw in their own detence, = 
Pipes being queſtioned hy his maſter, with regard to f, 
the truth ot this account, owned that every circum- r. 
ſtance was jullly repreſented ; ſaying, he did not _ us b 


FEREGRINE PITCK:EE; 3 
their cheeſe-toaſters a pinch of oakum: and that if 
the gentleman had not ſhot in betwixt them, he would 
have trimmed them to ſuch a tune, that they ſhould not 
have had a Whole yard to Iquare. Peregrine repriman ide 
ed him ſharply for his unmannerly behaviour, and in- 
{ited upon his aſking pardon of thoſe he had injured, 
upon the ſpot. But no conſideration was effica- 
cious enough to produce ſuch a conceſſion z to this 
command he was both deaf and dumb, and the repeat- 
ed threats of his maſter had no more effect than if 
they had been addreſied to a marble ſtatue. At length 
our hero, incenſed at bis obſtinacy, ſtarted up, and 
would hae chauited him with manual operation, 
had not he been preventec by the Chevalier, who found 
means to moderate his indignation ſo far, that he con- 
tented himſelf 1 ditiniffir ne. the offender from his fer- 
vice ; and after having obtained the diſcharge of the 
priſoners, gave them a Louis to drink, by way of re- 
compence for the diſgrace and damage they had fuſ- 
tained. | 

The night perceiving our young gentleman very 
much rvfflect at this accident, and reflecting upon the 
extraordinary deportment and appearance of his valet, 
whoſe hair had by this time oP ed a gnzzled hue, 
imagined he was fome favour domeſtic, who had 
grown grey in the {crvice of his maſter's family, and 
that, of con! ſequence, he was uneaſy at the ſacrifice he 
had made. Swayed by this conjecture, he earneſtly 
ſolicited in his behalf; ; but all he could obtain, was a 
promiſe of re-aamitiing him in tavour on the terms 
already propoſed, or at: leaſt on (condition that he 


ſhould make his acknowledgment to the Crevaliers 
for his want of reverence. and rei]: ect 0 the French 
monarch. 


Upon this condeſceniion, the culp;it was called up 
ſtairs, and #nace acquainted with the mitigation of his 
fate ; upon which he ſaid, he would down on his mar- 
row-bones to his own maſter, but would be damned 


before he would aſk pardon of e'er a Frenchman in 
Chr iſtendom . 
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Chriſtendom. Pickle, exaſperated at this blunt de- 
claration, ordered him out of his preſence, and charg- 
ed him never to appear before his face again; while 
the officer in vain employed all his influence and ad- 
dreſs to appeaſe his reſentment, and about midnight 
took his leave, with mar ks of mortification at his want 
of ſucceſs. 

Next day the company agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the Diligence, by the advice of Peregrine, 
who was not without hope of mceting with ſome ad- 
venture or amuſement in that carriage ; and Jolter took 
care to ſecure places for them all. It being reſolved 
that the valet de chambre and the doctor's man ſhould 
attend the vehicle on horichack; and as for the forlorn 
Pipes, he was left to reap the fruits of his own flub- 
born dilþolition, not vithtanding the united efforts of 
the whole trivmvirate, who endeavoured to procure his 
pardon. 

Every pre ious meaſure being thus taken, they ſet 
out from Liſle about fix in the morning, and found 
themſelves in the company of a female zd\ enturer, a 
very handſome young lady, a Capuchin, and a Rotter- 
dam jew. Our young gentleman being the firit of 
this ſociety that entered. ſurveyed the rangers with 
an attentive eye, and cated himſelf immediately be- 
hind the beautiful! unknown, who at once attracted his 
attention. Pallet lecing another lady unengaged, in 
imitation of his friend, took poſſeſſion of her neigh- 
bourbood; the phyſician paired with the prieft, and 
Jolter ſat down with the jew, 

The machine had not proceeded many furlongs, 
when Pickle accoſting the fair incognita, congratu lated 
himlelf upon his happineſs, in being the fellow-tra- 
veller of jo charming a lady. She, without the leaſt 
reſerve or affectation, thanked him for his compliment, 
and replied with a ſprightly air, that now they were 
embarked in one common bottom, they muſt club 
their endeavours to make one another as happy as 
the nature of their ſituation would permit them 


to 
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to be. Encouraged by this frank intimation, and cap- 
tivated by her fine black eyes and eaſy behaviour, he 
attached himſelf to her from that moment; and in a 
little time the converſation became ſo particular, that 
the Capuchin thought proper to interfere in the diſcourſe, 
in ſuch a manner as gave the youth to underſtand, that 
he was there on purpoſe to ſuperintend her conduct. 
He was doubly rejoiced at this diſcovery, in conſe- 
quence of which he hoped to profit in his addreſſes, 
not only by the young lady's reſtraint, that never fails 
to operate in behalf of the lover, but alſo by the 
corruptibility of her guardian, whom he did not doubt 
of rendering propitious to his cauſe. Fluſhed with 
theſe expectations, he behaved with uncommon com- 
placency to the father, who was charmed with the affa- 
bility of his carriage, and on the faith of his genero- 
fity abated of his vigilance ſo much, that our hero car- 
ried on his ſuit without further moleſtation ; while the 
painter, in ſigns and loud burks of laughter converſed 
with his Dulcinea, who was perfectly well verſed in 
theſe ſimple expreſſions of ſatisfaction, and had alrea- . 
dy found means to make a dangerous invaſion upon 
his heart. . e | 

Nor were the governor and phyſician unemployed, 
while their friends intereſted themſelves in this agree- 
able manner, Jolter no ſooner perceived the Hollander 
was a Jew, than he entered into an inveſtigation of the 
Hebrew tongue, in which he was a connoiſſeur ; and 
the doctor at the ſame time attacked the Mendicant on 
the ridiculous maxims of his order, together with the 


impoſitions of prieſt-craft in general, which (he obſerv- 
ed) prevail ſo much among thoſe who profeſs the Ro- 
man Catholic religion. 


Thus coupled, each committee enjoyed their own con- 


verſation apart, without any danger of encroachment ; 
and all were ſo intent upon thur ſeveral topics, that 
= they {ſcarce allowed themſelves a ſmall interval in view- 
log the deſolation of Menin, as they paſſed through 
that ruined frontier, About twelve o'clock they ar- 
- rived at Courtray, where the horſes are always chang- 
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ed, and the company halt an hour for refreſhment. 
Here Peregrme handed his charmer into an apartment, 
where ſhe was joined by the other lady; and on pre— 
tence of ſeeing ſome of the churches in town, put him- 
ſelf under the direction of the Capuchin, from whom 
he learned, that the young lady was wife to a French 
gentleman, to whom ſhe had been married about a 
year, and that ſne was now on her journey to viſit her 
mother, who lived in Bruſſels, and who at that time 
laboured under a lingering diſtemper, which in all 
probability, would ſoon put a period to her life. He 
then launched out in the praiſe of her daughter's vir- 
tue and conjugal affection; and laſtly told him, that 
he was father confeffor, and pitched upon to be her 
conductor through Flanders, by her huſband, who, as 
well as his wite, placed the utmoſt confidence in his 
prudence and integrity. | 
Pickle eaſily comprehended the meaning of this in- 
ſinuation, and took the hint accordingly. He tickled 
the prieſt's vanity with extraordinary encomiums upon 
the diſintereſted principle of his order, which were de- 
tached from all worldly purſuits, and altogether devoted 
to the eternal ſalvation of mankind. He applauded 
their patience, humility and learning, and laviſhed a 
world of praiſe upon their talent in preaching, which 
(he ſaid) had more than once operated fo powerfully 
upon him, that had he not been reſtrained by certain 
conſiderations, which he could not poſſibly waive, he 
ſhould have embraced their tenets, and begged admiſh- 
on into their fraternity: but as the circumitances of his 
fate would not permit him to take ſuch a ſalutary mea- 
ſure for the preſent, he entreated the good father to 
accept a ſmall token of his love and reſpe&, for the 
benefit of that convent to which he belonged. So ſay- 
ing, he pulled out a purie of ten guineas, which the 
Capuchin obſerving, turned his head another way, 
and lifting up his arm, diſplayed a pocket almoſt as high 
as his collar-bone, in which he depoſited the money. 
This proof of affection for the order, produced 3 
ſudden and ſurpriſing effect upon the friar. In the 
5 | tranſport 
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mY tranſport of his zeal, he wrung this ſemi-convert's 
hand, ſhowered a thouſand benedictions upon his head, 


and exhorted him, with the tears flowing from his eyes, 
to perfect the great work which the finger of God had 


| hegun in his heart; and as an inſtance of his concern 
for the welfare of his precious foul, the holy brother 
_ promiſed to recommend him ſtrenuouſly to the pious 
admonitions of the young woman under his care, who 


was a perfect faint upon earth, and endued with 
the peculiar gift of mollifying the hearts of obdurate 
finners, © O father! (cried the hypocritical projector, 
who by this time perceived that his money was not 
thrown away) if I could be favoured but for one half 
hour with the private inſtruction of that inſpired de- 
votee, my mind preſages, that I ſhould be a ſtrayed 
ſheep brought back into the fold, and that I ſhould 
find ealy entrance at the gates of heaven! I'here is ſome- 


thing ſupernatural in her aſpect ; I gaze upon her with 


the molt pious fervor, and my whole ſoul is agitated 
with tumults of hope and diſpair !** Having pronounc- 
ed this rhapſody with tranſport half natural and half 
affected, the prieſt aſſured him, that theſe were opera- 
tions of the ſpirit, which muſt not be repreſſed ; and 
comforted him with the hope of enjoying the bleſſed 
interview which he deſired, protefting, that as far as 


4 , 
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his influence extended, his wiſh ſhould be that very 
evening indulged. The gracious pupil thanked him 
for his benevolent concern, which he ſwore ſhould not 
be {quandered upon an ungrateful object; and the reſt , 
of the company interrnpting the converſation, they re- 
turned in a body to the inn, where they dined all to- 
gether ; and the ladies were perſuaded to be our hero's 
gueſts. | | | 

As the ſubjects on which they had been engaged be- 
fore dinner were not exhauſted, each brace reſumed 
their former theme, when they were replaced in the 
Diligence. The painter's miſtreſs finiſhed her conqueſt, 
by exerting her {kill in the art of ogling, accompanied 
by frequent bewitching fighs, and ſome tender French 

| Ci 5 ſongs 
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Tongs that ſhe ſung with ſuch pathetic expreſſion, as 
yy melted the reſolution of Pallet, and utterly ſub- 
dued his affection : ard he to convince her of the im- 
portance of her victory, gave a ſpecimen of his own 
talents, by entertaining her with that celebrated En- 
gliſh ditty the burthen of which begins with, Tye ig. 
they he with their arſes bare. 
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He makes ſome progreſs in her affection ; is interrupted 
by a diipute between Jolter aud the Jew ; appeaſes 
zhe wrath cf the Capuchin, who procures for him an 
interview with bis fair enſlaver, in which he finds 

himſelf deceived. : gs 


EREGRINE, mean while, employed all his inſi- 


nuation and addreſs in practiſing upon the heart 


of the Capuchin's fair charge. He had Jong ago de- 
clared his paſſion, not in the ſuperficial manner of a 
French gallant ; but with the ardour of an enthuſiaſt. 
He had languiſhed, vowed, flattered, kiſſed her hand 
by ſtealth, and had no reaſon to complain of his re- 
.ception. Though by a man of a lets ſanguine diſpoſiti- 
on, her particular complaiſance would have been deemed 
equivocal, and perhaps nothing more than the effect of 
French breeding and conſtitutional vivacity; he gave 
his own qualifications credit for the whole, and with 
_ theſe ſentiments carried on the attack with ſuch unabat- 
Ing vigour, that ſhe was actually prevailed upon to 
accept a ring, which he preſented as a token of his 
eſteem ; and every thing proceeded in a moſt proſpe- 
rous train, when they were diſturbed by the governor 
and Ifraelite, who in the heat of diſputation raiſed their 
voices, and poured forth ſuch eifuhons of gutturals, 
as ſet our lover's teeth on edge. As they ſpoke in a 
language unknown to every one in the carriage but 
themſelves, and looked at each other with mutual ani- 
moſity and rancour, Peregrine defired to know the 
caule of their contention, Upon which Jolter exclaim- 
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d in a furious tone, «© This learned Levite, forſooth, 
nas the impudence to tell me that I don't under Rand 
Hebrew; and afiurms, that the word Kero-7 ſignifies 
ebild of 70) 3 whereas I can prove and indeed have al- 
ready fard enough to convince any reaſonable man, 
that in the Septuagint i it is rightly tranſiated into on 
of ny ſorrow. Having thus explained himſelf to his 
pupil he turned to the prieſt, with intention to ap- 
pea] to his determination; but the Jew pulled him by 
the ſleeve with great eagernets, ſaying, „For the love 
f God be quiet, the Capuchin will diſcover who 
we are!“ Jolter offended at this conjunction, echoed 
« Who we are!” with great emphaſis; and repeat ing 
nos powa natamus, aiked ironically, to which of the 
Tribes the Jew thought he belonged ? The Levite 
affronted at his comparing tum to a bail of horſe dung, 
replied with a moſt ſignificant grin, © J'o the tribe of 
Iflachar.** His antagonitt, taking the advantage of 
his unwillingneſs to be known by the fi i ar, and prompt- 
ed by revenge for the freedom he had vied, anſwered 
in the Frenc h language „that the judgment of God 
was ſtill manifeſt upon the while race, not only in 


their being in the Rate of exiles from their native land, 
| but alſo. in the ſpite f their hearts and pravity of 


their di ſpoſitions, which demonſtrat2 them to be the. 


genuine olfspring of theſe who crucified the Saviour of 


the world. | | | 

His expectation was, however, defeated ; the prieſt 
himſelf was too dee ply engaged, to attend to the debates 
of other people. The phytic: an, in the pride and inſo- 
tence of his jearning, had undertaken to diſplay the ab- 


lurdity of the Ch Filti: m faith; having already (as he 


thong ht) confutec the Capuchin, tone bing the points of 


- belief in which the Roman Corhotioe differ from the 
reit of the world. But pot contented with the imagined 


victory he had gained, he began to ſtrike at the funda- 


* {entails ot relivic n; and ine father, with incredible for- 


VeArANCE, ſuffet ed him to Mike very flee with the doc- 


F trine ct: the Trinity; but, hen he levelled the ſhafts 


„ais dice at the imma, lat. concept ion of the bleſ- 
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ſed Virgin, the good man's patience forſook him, bis 
eyes ſeemed to kin4le with indignation, he trembled in 
every joint, and uttered with a loud voice. “ You are 
an abominable—TF will not call thee heretic, for thou art: 
worſe (if poſſible) than a Jew; you deſerve to be en- 
cloſed in a furnace feven times heated, and I have a 
good mind to lodge an information againſt vou with the 
governor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended and 


| puniſhed as an impious blaſphemer,” a 


This menace operated 1: ie a charm upon all preſent. 
The doctor was confounded, the governor d Ui ed, 
the Levite's teeth chattered, the pain! ter Was Aae e 
at the general confuſion, the cauſe of Which be could 
not comprehend; and Pickle himſelf, not a little alarm- 
ed, was obliged to uſe all his interet and ajſiduity 11 
appealing this ſon of the church, who at length, in con- 
Ederation of the. friendſhip he profeſſed for the young 
gentleman, conſented to forgive what had paſed, but 
abſolutely refuſed to ht in contact with ſuch a profane 
wietch, whom he Icoked vpon as a fiend of darknets, 
ſent by the enemy of mankind to poiſon the minds of 


weak people; fo that, after having croſſed himſelf, and 


muttered certain exorciims, he infiſted upon the doc 
tor's changing places with the Jew, who approachec 
the offended eccleſiaſtic in an agony of fear. 

Matters being thus compromiſed, the converſation 
flowed in a more general channel ; and without the in- 
tervention of any other accident, or bone of contention, 
the carriage arrived at the city of Ghent about ſeven in 


the Evening. Supper being beſpoke for the Whole 


company, our adventurer and his friends went out to 
take a ſuperficial view of the place, leaving his new 
miſtreſs tothe pious exhortations of her confeſlor „Whorn 
(as we have already obſerved) he had ſecure 1 in his 


tereſt. This zealous mediator ſpoke fo warmly in he 


commendation, and jntereited her conſcience fo mes 
in the affair, that ſhe could not refuſe her helping hass 
to the great work of his converſion, and promiſed 1. 
g! ant | the interview he deſired. 


Punt 
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This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the Ca- 
puchin communicated to Peregrine at his return, ele- 
vaicd his ſpirits to ſuch a degree, that he ſhone at ſup- 
per with uncommon brilliance, in a thouſand ſallies of 
wit and pleafentry, to the admiration and delight of all 
preſent, eſpecially of his fair Fleming, who ſeemed 
quite captivated by his perſon and behaviour. 
The evening being thus ſpent to the ſatisfaction of 
all parties, the company broke up, and retired to their 


| ſeveral apartments, when our lover, to his unſpeakable 


mortification, Jearned that the two ladies were obliged 


to lie in the ſame roam, all the other chambers of the 
ian being preoccupied, When he imparted this diffi- 


culty to the prieſt, that charitable fatner, who was very 
fruitful in expedients, aſſured him, that his ſpiritual 
concerns thould not be obſtructed by ſuch a flender im- 


pediment; and accordingly availed himſelt of his prero- 


gatixe, by going into his daughter's chamber when ſhe 
was almoſt undreileg, and leading her into his own, on 
pretence of admimteing falutary food for her foul. 
Having brought the two votaries together, he prayed 
for ſuccels to the operations of grace, and left them to 
their mutual meditations, after having conjured them 
in the molt ſolemm manner to let no impure ſentiments, 
or teinptations of the fleſh, inter fere with the hallowed 
deſign of their meeting, ET | 

Une reverend interceſſor being gone, and the door 
faſtened on the iniide, the pleudo-convert, tranſported 
with ins paſſion, threw himſelf at his Amanda's feet, 
and begging ſhe would ſpare him the tedious form of 
addreſſes, Which the nature of their interview would 
not permit him to oblerve, began with all the impetuo- 
ſity of love to make the moſt of the occaſion. But 
whether ſhe was diſpleaſed at the intrepidity and aſſur- 
ance of his behaviour, thinking herſelf entitled to more 
courtſhip and reſpect, or was really better fortified with 
chaſtity than he or his procurer had ſuppoſed her to bez 
certain it is, ſhe expreſſed reſentment and ſurpriſe at his 
boldneſs and preſumption, and upbraided him with 


having impoſed upon the charity of the friar. The 
| | | young 
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3 gentleman was really as much aſtoniſhed at this 
reouff, as ſhe pretended to be at his declaration, and 
earneſtly entreated her to conſider how precious the mo- 
ments were, and for once ſacrifice ſuperfluous ceremo- 
ny, to the happineſs of one who adored her with ſuch a 
flame, as could not fail to conſume his vitals, if ſhe 
would nor deign to bleſs him with her favour. Not— 
withſtanding all his tears, vows, and ſupplications, 
his perſonal accompliſhments, and the tempting oppor- 
tunitv, all that he could obtain, was an acknowledg- 


ment of his having made an impreſſion upon her heart, 


which ſhe hoped the dictates of her duty would enable 
her to eraſe. This conteifion he confidered as a deli- 
cate conſent; and obeying the impulſe of his love, 
ſnatched her up in his arms, with an intention of ſeiz- 


ing that which ſhe deciined to give; when this French 


Lucretia, unable to defend her virtue any other way, 
ſcreamed aloud; and the Capachia, ſetting his ſhonl- 
der to the door forced it open, and entered in an affect- 
ed ecſtacy of amazement. IIe lified up his hands and 


eyes, and pretended to be thunder-tiruck at the diſcove- 


ry he had made; then, in broken exclamations, pro- 
feſſed his horror at the wicked intention of our hero, 
who had covered ſuch a damnavle ſcheme with the matk 
of religion. 7 5 

In ſhort, he performed his cue with ſuch dexterity, 
that the lady believing him in earneſt, begged he would 
forgive the ſtranger, on account of his youth and edu- 
cation, which had been tainted by the errors of hereſy; 
and he was on thei: conſiderations content to accept the 


ſubmiſſion of our hero, who, far from renouncing his 


expectations, notwithſtanding this mortifying repulſe, 
confided ſo much in his own talents, and the confeſſion 
which his miſtreſs had made, that he refolved to make 
another effort, to which nothing could have prompted 
him but the utmoſt turbulence of unruly defire, 
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He males another Hort ard: the acc ompliſhment of his 
wiſh, which ts pp by a fra auge accident. 


: H* direfted his valet de ds who was a tht 


rough paced pimp „to kindle jome ſtraw in the 


ya ard, and then paſs | by the Goor of her apartment, cry- 


ing with a loud voice that the houſe was on fire. T his 
alarm brovg At both ladies out of their chambers in a 
moment, and 7 Peregrine tiking the advantage of their 


running to the: SICK door, entered the room and con- 
- cealed himſelf under a large table that ſtood in an un- 


oblteiv ed COLNnCeTr, 1. ne nymphs, a AZ ſoon as they under- | 
flood the cauſe of his n s {fuppoſed attright, re- 
turned to their apartment, and having faid their prayers, 
undreſſed theinſeives. and went to bed. Thus ſcene, 


which fell under the obtervation of Pickle, did not at 


all contribute to the cooling of his concupiſcence, but 
on the contrary, inflamed him to fuch a degree, that he 
could ſcarce rettrain his in.patience, until by her breath- 


| ing deep, he COL nged the fellow jodger of his Aman - 


da was aſleep. I his welcome note no ſooner came to 
his ears, than he crept to his charmer's bed-ſide, and 


pfiacing kimſfelf on his knees, gently laid hoid on her 


white ha: i, and preſſed it to his lips. She had juft be- 
Sun to cioie her eßes, and enjoy the agreeable oppreſſi- 


on of ſlumber, when ihe was rouied by this rape, at 
- which the ſtarted, pronouncing in a tone of ſurpriſe and 


8 


diſmay. My God? !' who's that?“ The lover, with 


the moſt inſinuating humility, beſought her to hear 
him; yowing th at his intention in approaching her 
| thus, was not to violate the laws of decency, or that in- 


delible eſteem which ſhe had engraven on his heart, 


but to manifeſt his ſorrow and contrition for the um- 
brage he had given, to pour forth the overtiowings of 
= his Toul,* and tell her that he neither could nor would 
lurvive her diſpleaſure. Theſe and many other pathe- 
tie proteſiations, accompanied with ſighs and tears, and 


other 
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ture ſhould be atchieved without his Ke: 


ing the door unlatched, 
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other expreſſions of grief, which our hero had at com- 


mand, could not fail to melt the tender heart of the 
amiable Fleming, already prepoſſeſſed in favour of his 
qualifications. She ſympathized ſo much with his af- 
fliction, as to weep in her turn, when ſhe repreſented 
the impollibility of her rewarding his paſſion z and he 
ſeiring the favourable moment, reinforced his ſolicitati— 
ons with ſuch irreſiſtible tranſports, that her reſolution 
gave way, ſhe began to breathe quick, expreſſed her 
tear of being over- -heard by the other lady, and with an 
ejaculation of O heavens! I'm undone:“ ſuffered 
him, after a faint ſtruggle, to make a lodgment upon 
the covered way of her bed. Her honour however was 
ſecured for the preſent, by a ſtrange fort of knocking 
upon the wainicot, at the other end of the room, hard 
by the bed in which the female adventurer lay. 

Surpriſed at this circumſtance, the lady begged him 
for heaven's fake to retreat, or her reputation would 
be ruined for ever: but when he repieſented to her, 
that her character would run a much greater riſk, if he 
ſhould be detected in withdrawing, the conſented with 
great trepidation to his ſtay, and "they liſtened in ſilence 
to the ſequel of the noiſe that alarmed them. This was 
no other than an expedient of the painter, to awaken 
the Dulcinea with whom he had made an aſſignation, or 
at leaſt interchanged ſuch ſignals as he thought amount- 
ed to a firm appointment. His nymph being diſturbed 
in her firſt {leep, immediately underſtood the . 


and true to the agreement, roſe, and unbolting 


door as ſoftly as poſſible, gave him admittance, — 


it open for his more commodious retreat. 


While this happy gallant was employed in diſcneag- 
ing himſelf from the diſhabille in . 1 5 ne ad entered, 


the Capuchin, ſuſpecting that Peregrine id inake 
another attempt upon his charge, ha crept iventiy to 
the apartment, in order to reconno!tre, 2:7 1 
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cumſtance that would deprive him of | ur 
might expect from his privity and conc! 
his ſuipicion Wa: 
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* and he made no ſcruple of creeping into the chamber on 
all fours; ſo that the painter having {ripped himſelf to 


the ſhirt, in groping about for his Dulcinea's bed, 
chanced to lay his hand upon the ſhaven crown of the 


* father's head, which by. a circular motion, the prieſt 
began to turn round in bis graſp, like a ball in a ſec- 


ket, to the {urprije and coni{ternation of poor Pallet, 


Who having neither penetration to comprehend the cate, 


nor reſolntion to withdraw his fingers from this ſtrange 
object of his touch, Rood fvcating in the dark, and 
venting ejaculatiops with great devotion... - The friar. 
tired with this exerciſe, ani_the Ee poſture in 
which he ſtooped, raiſed bimielf gradually upon his 
feet, beaving up at the fame time the hand of the paint 
er, whoſe terror and amaze: ee creaſed to ſuch a 


degree at this nnaccountable e vation, that his facul- 


ties began to fail; and his Pal 'm in the confuſion of his 

Fright, fliding over the prieft's forehead, one of his 

fingers hap ened to flip in to his mouth. and was immedi— 
5 P | 


ately ſecured betwet n the Capuchin's tecth, With as 
firm a fixture, as if it had been W in a black 
{mith's Py 'T be pmnter was lo mach diordered by 
this ſudden map, Which tortured hun to the bone, that 
forgetting all other cenhderations, he roared aloud, 
&. Murder! firet a trap, a ir ap! help, chriſtians, for 
the love of God, help.“ Our hero, confounded by 
theſe exclamations, which he knew would ſoon fill the 
room with ſpectators, and incenied at his own mortity= 
ing diſappointment, was O11; ved to quit the untaſted 
banquet, and approaching the cauſe of his misfortune, 
juſt as his tormentor had thought proper to releaſe his 
finger, diſcharged ſuch a hearty flap between his ſhoul- 
Gf, as bought hum to the ground with hideous bel- 
lowing, then retiring unperceived, to his own cham- 
ber, was one ot the firſt wh 0 returned with a hight, on 
pretence of having been alarmed with his cries. The 
Capuchin had taken the fame precaution, and followed 
Peieg tine into the rcom, pronouncing Benedicite, and 


* 


erofing himſelf with many marks of aſtoniſhment. 
8 8 12 » 


The phytcian and Je lter app :arng at the fame time, 
| | tte 
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the unfortunate painter was found lying naked on the 
floor, in all the agony of horror and dilmay, blowing 
vpon his left hand, that hung dangling from the elbow. 

The circumſtance of his being found in that apartment, 
and the attitude of his afffiction, which was extremely 
ridiculous, provoked the doctor to a ſmile, and pro- 
duced a ſmall relaxation in the ſeverity of the gover- 
nor's countenance while Pickle teſtifying {urpriſe and 
concern, lifted bim from the giound, and jnquired into 
the cauſe of his preſent btuntion. Having, after ſome 
recollection, and fruitleſs endeavours to ſpeak, recover- 
ed the uſe of his tongue, he told them that the hovie 
was certainly haunted by evil ſpirits, by which he had 
been conveyed (be knew not how) into that apartment, 

and afflicted with all the tortures of hell: that one of 
them had made ſitſelf ſenüble to his feeling, 1 in the ſhape 
of a round ball of tmooth fleſh, which turned round 
under his hand, like an aſtronomer's globe, and then 
riſiug up to a forprifing height, was converted into a 
machine that laid hold on his finger, by a ſnap, and 
having pinned him to the ſpot, he "continued for lome 
moments in unſpeakable agony. At lalt, he ſaid, the 


engine ſeemed to melt away from his finger, and he 


received a ſudden thwack upon his ſhoulders, as if d11- 
charged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew him in 


an inſtant upon the floor. The prieſt hearing this 


ſtrange account, pulled out of one of his pouches = 
piece of conſeer ated candle, which he lighted immedi- 
ately, and muttered certain myſterious conjurations. 
Jolter, imagining that Pallet was drunk, ſhook his 
head, ſaying he believed the ſpirit was no where but in 
his own brain. The phyſician, for once, condeſcend- 
ed to be a wag, and looking towards one of the beds, 
obſerved, that in his opinion the painter had been miſ- 
Jed by the fleſh, and not by the ſpirit. The fair Flem- 
ing lay in ſilent aſtoniſhment and affright ; and her fe!- 
Jow lodger, in order to acquit herleif of all ſuſpicion, 
exclaimed with incredible volubility, againſt the av- 
thor of this uproar, who (ſhe did not doubi) had con 
cealed himſelf in the n with a view of perpe- 
Bo | 149 
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rating ſome wicked attempt upon her precious virtue, 
and was puniſhed and prevented by the immediate in- 


terpoſition of heaven, At her defire, therefore, and 
at the earneſt ſolicitation of the other lady, he was con- 
ducted to his own bed, and the chamber being evacu- 
ated, they locked their door, fully reſolved to admit 
no more viſitants for that night, while Peregrine, mad 


with ſeeing the delicious morſel, ſnatched as it were 
from his very lip, ſtalked through the paſſage, like a 


ghoſt, in hope of finding ſome opportunity of re- entering, 
till the day beginning to break, he was obliged to retire, 
curſing the ideotical conduct of the painter, which had 


ſo unluckily interfered with bis delight. 


"CH AP.-LV. 


They depart from Ghent. Our hero engages in a politi- 
cal diſpute with his miſtreſs, whom he offends, and 

Faciſies with ſubmiſſion. He practiſes an expedient to 
detain the carriage at Aloſt, and confirms the prieſt 
in his intereſt, | Ss 


| JEXT day, about one o'clock, after having ſeen 
| every thing remarkable in town, and been pre- 
ſent at the execution of two youths, who were hanged 
for raviſhing a whore, they took their departure from 
Ghent, in the ſame carriage which had brought them 
thither; and the converſation turning upon the puniſh 
ment they had ſeen inflicted, the Flemiſh beapty ex- 


preſſed great ſympathy and compaſſion for the unhappy 


Jufferers, who (as ſhe had been informed) had fallen 


victims to the malic of the accuſer, Her ſentiments 


Were efpouied by all the company, except the French 
lady of pleaſures, who, thinking the credit of the ſiſter- 
hood concerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed againſt 


the profligacy of the age, and particularly the baſe and 


villainous attempts of man, upon the chaſtity of the 
_ weaker ſex; ſaying, with a look of indignation directed 
do the painter, that for her own part, ſhe ſhould never 
be able to manifeſt the acknowledgment ſhe owed to 
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providence, 


ſ 
1. 
i, vn 
[ 
j 
1 
} 
. 
3 
N 
1 
| 
if 
| 


—— —— 


— 


— — 


— — —— F— nog nn 


— ä 4 — 


= —— —_— CC D———_—_— — 


— — : 
A — Er WR —— og = — 
- 2 1 — — —————— — 
—— ͤ———¾⅜4 ——— . —äↃũ IRE — , 


the wicked aims of unbridled Juſt. | 
introduced a ſeries of jokes, at the expence of Pallet, 
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providence, for having protected her, laſt night, from 
This obſervation 


who hung his ears, and fat with a ſilent air of dejection, 
fearing that through the malevolence of the phyſician, 
his adventure might reach the ears of his wife. In. 
deed, though we have made ſhift to explain the Whole 


tranſaction to the reader, it was an inextricable my ſte- 
ry to every individual in the Diligence; becauſe the 


part which was acted by the Capuchin, was known to 
himſelf alone; and even he was utterl+ ignorant of 
Pickle's being concerned in the affair; fo that the 


greateſt ſhare of the painter's ſufferings were ſuppoſed 


to be the exaggerations of his own extravagant 1Magi- 
nation, 

In the midſt of their diſcourſe on this extracndivary 
ſubject, the driver told them, that they were now on 


the very ſpot where a detachment of the allied army | 


had been intercepted and cut off by the French; and 
ſtopping the vehicle, entertained them with a local de- 

ſcription of the battle of Melle. Upon this occaſion, 
the Flemiſh lady, who ſince her marriage had become 
a keen partifan for the French, gave a minute detail of 


all the circumitances, as they Pad been repreiented to © 


her by her butband's brother, who was in the action, 


This account, 


as well as to 


alſo comprehended all the battles in which the duke 


of Marlborough had commanded againk Lewis the 
In the courſe of theſe debates, ſhe diveit- 7 


fourteenth. 


ed that great general of all the glory he had acquired. 
by affirming, that every victory he gained, was pur- 7 
poſely loſt by the French generals, in order to bring 
the ſchemes of madam de Maintenon into diſcredit; 45 
that while the 
in preſence 2 
| — 018 


and as a particular inſtance, alledged, 


citadel of Lille was beſieged, Lewis ſaid, 
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which tunk the number of the French 

to ſixteen, and raiſed that of the allies to twenty thou- 
ſand men, was ſo diſagreeable to truth, | 
the laudable partiality of Peregrine, that he ventured to 
contradict her aſſertions, and « fierce diſpute commenc- 
ed, that not only regarded the preſent queſtion, but 


— 
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pf the Dauphin, that it the allies ſhovld be obliged to 


valle the ſiege, he would immediately declare his mar- 


dom good authority: 


wage with that lady; upon which, the ſon ſent private 
orders to marſhal Bovfflers to ſurrender the place. 
I his ſtrange allegation was ſupported by the affeverati- 
$25 of the vrieft and the courteſan, and admitted as 
qruth by the governor, who pretended to have year . 
while the doctor fat neutral, 

one who thought it ſcandalous to know the biſtory of 
Fuch modern events. The Ifraelite, being a true 
Dutchman, liſted himſelf under the banners of our 


; Sero who in attempting to demonſtrate the abſurdity 
| 5 P* 


my 


and 


de- 


nd improbability of what th ey had advanced, raiſed 
boch a hue and cry againſt himſelf, and being inſenſi- 
ly heated in the altercation, irritated his Amanda to 
duch a degree, that her charming eyes kindled with fu- 
ry, and he ſaw great realon to think, that if he did not 
fall upon fome method to deprecate her wrath, ſhe 


would in a twinkling ſacrifice all her eſteem for him, 


ion, 


ome 
| of 


d to 


10N, 
nch 


10 u- 
as to 


to her own zeal for the glory of the French nation. 
Moved by this apprehenſion, his ardour cooled by de- 


grees, and he inſepſibly detached himſelf from the ar- 
- pument, leaving the whole care of ſupporting it on the 


7 Few, who finding himſelf deterted, 


was fain to yield at 


wuiicretion; o that the French remained maſters of the 


weld, and their young heroine reſumed her good hu— 


> to 


enc- i 
but 


duke 


the 


veſt- 
ired, 


pur— 
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e the 
{ence 
8 01 8 


mour . 


+ Our hero having prudently ſubmitted to the ſuperior 
intelligence of his. fair enflaver, began to be haraſſed 


Vith the fears of loſing her for ever, and ſet his inventt- 
on at work, 


to contrive ſome means of indemnifying 


himſelf for his aſſiduities, preſents, and the diſappoint- 


ment he had already undergone. 


On pretence of enjoy- 


ing a free air, he mounted the box, and employed his 
Ne elocution and generoſity with ſoch ſucceſs, that the dri- 
ver undertook to diſable the Diligence from proceeding 


ere about a mile ſhort of chat baiting place. 


7 beyond the town of Aloſt for that day; and in conſe- 


quence of his promiſe, gently overturned it, when they 

He had 

taken his meaſures ſo difereetly, chat this accident was 
attended 


* 
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which they were reduced, by the declaration of the 
coachman, who, upon examining the carriage, aſſured 
the company that the axle-tree had given way, and 2d. 
viled them to walk forward to the inn, while he would 


that the damage ſhould be immediately repaired, Pe. 
regrine pretended to be very much concerned at what 
had happened, and even curſed the driver for his inad- 
vertancy, expreſſing infinite impatience to be at Bruſ— 


tain them another night upon the road ; but when his 
underſtrapper, according to his Dien came aft- 
tet wards to the inn, and gave them to underſtand, that 


the machine in leſs than fix hours, the crafty youth at- 
fected to loſe all temper, ſtormed at his emiſſary, whom 
he reviled in the moſt opprobrious terms, and threaten- 
ed to cane for his miſconduct. The fellow proteſted, 
with great humility, that their being overturned was 
owing to the failure of the axle-tree, and not to his 
want of care or dexterity in driving; though rather 

part for Bruſſels immediately. This expedient Pickle 


dated in the fame manner; and he had been previonily 


niſh more than one vehicle of that fort. His governor, 


to bear this ſmall diſappointment with a good grace, 


their entertainment, and the company ſo much di— 


jog after them at a ſlow pace, and do his endeavour. 


| ſels, and wiſhing that this misfortune might not de- 


than be thought the cauſe of incommoding him, he © 
would inquire for a poſt-chaiſe, in which he might de- he 


rejected, unleſs the whole company could be accommo- 
informed by the driver, that the town conld not fur- © 


who was quite ignorant of his ſcheme, repreſentec, 8 
that one night would ſoon be paſſed, and exhorted him » 


eſpecialiy as the houſe ſeemed to be well provided toi t 


poſed to be ſociable. The Capuchin, who had found 
his account in cultivating the acquaintance of the young 
ſtranger, was not ill pleaſed at this event, whick 8 
might, by protracting the term of their intercourſe, 1 
ed him ſome opportunity of profiting (til! further oy is 
: 1 5 


attended with no other inconvenience than a fit of fear, Hie 
that took poſſeſſion of the ladies, and the neceſſity to 


the workman he had employed, could not poſſibly refit 'y 1 
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the doctor, 


with ſuch dextrous charioteers, 
chine at full ſpeed, within a hair's 
- ce, without any danger of its been overthrown. 
megrine could not help yielding to their remonſtrances, 


Found the ramparts. 


the ttreet, 
1 Wit; Put they were attended fo cloſely by her father 
Wnicfior, that he fore ſaw it would be bprachien ble to 


accompliſh his aim, without the connivance of that ec- 
a cleliaſtic. 


X ther purſe, which he offered, 
5 charitable atonement for his ng behaviour e 
; the interview which the friar had procured for the goo 


of his ſoul. 
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21 
his liberality : he therefore joined Mr. Jolter in his ad- 
monitions, congratulating himſelf upon the proſpect of 


enjoying his converſation a little longer than he had ex- 


pected. Our young gentleman received a compliment 
to the ſame purpoſe from the Hebrew, who had that 
dav exerciſed his gallantry upon the French coquette, 


and was not without hope of reaping the fruits of his 
Attention, 


his rival, the painter, being quite diſgraced 
and dejected by the adventure of laſt night. As for 
he was too much engroſſed in the contem- 
plation of his own importance, to intereſt himfelf in 
the affair, or its conſequences, further than by obſerv- 
ing, that the European powers ougit to eſtabliſh pub- 
tic games, like thoſe that were celebrated of old in 
Greece; in which caſe, every ſtate would be ſupplied 
as could drive a ma- 

breadth of a preci- 


Pe- 


ang united complaiſance, for which he thanked them 
in very polite terms, and his paſſion ſeeming to ſubſide, 
propoſed that they ſhould amule themſelves in waiking 
He hoped to enjoy ſome privaie 
@vverſation with his admired Fleming, who had this 
whole day behaved with remarkable reſerve. The 
propoſal being embraced, he (as uſual) handed her into 
and took all opportunities of promoting his 


This he was obliged to purchaie with anos 
and was accepted as A 


The beretattion was no ſooner made, 
an the pious mendicant edged off by little and little 


1 | he joined the reſt of the company, leaving his ge- 
Berous patron at full liberty to proſecute his purpote. 


It is not to be doubted that our adventurer made a good 


| e of this occaſion ; he practiſed a thouſand flowers of | 


rhetoric, 
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beat high with tee proipect af poſſeſſion. Theſe rap- 
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rhethoric, and actually exhauſted his whole addreſs, in 
| perſuading her to have compaſſion upon his miſery, and 


indulge him with another private audience, without 


which he ſhouid run diftratted, and be gnilty of extra- 


vagancies, which, in the humnity of her diſpoſition, 
ſhe would weep to ſee, But intead of complying with 
his requeſt, ſhe chid him ſeverely for his preſumption, 
in perſecuting her with his vicious addrefies. She af. 
ſured him, that although ſhe had ſecured a chamber 
for herſelf in this place, becauſe ſhe had no ambition 
to be better acquainted wit the other lady, he would 
be in the wrong to diſturb ter with another nocturnal 
viſit; for ſhe was determined to deny him admittance, 
The lover was comforied by this hint, which he un- 


derſtood in the true acceptation, and his pailion being 


1 


inflamed by the tacles he had met with, his hear: 


* 


tures of expectation produced an inquietude, Which 


diahled him from bearing that ſhare of the converſati- 
on eien he uſed to be diſtinguiſhed. His behavi- 
our at ſupper was a viciſſitude of ſtartings and reveries. 
The Capuchin imputing chis diſorder to a ſecond re- 
pulſe from his charge, began to be invaded with the ap- 
prehenſion of being obliged to refund, and in a whil- 
per forbad our hero to deſpair, 


H AP. LVI. 


The French coguet entraps the heart of the Jew, again 
vbom Pallet enters into à conſpiracy; by which Pe- 
regrine 7» again diſappointed, aud the Hebrews ih 

continence expoſed. | | 


R NFEAN while the French ſyren, baulked in her 
M deſign upon her Engliſh cully, who was ſo eafily | 
diſheartened, and hung his cars in manifeſt deſponds | 
ence, rather than run the riſque of making a voyage 
that ſhould be altogether unprofitable, reſolved to prac- 
tiſe her charms upon the Dutch merchant, She had al- 
ready made ſuch innovation upon his heart, that he 

| | cultivated 


e 
4 
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Coultivated her with peculiar complacency, gazed upon 


her with a moſt libidinous ſtare, and unbended his aſ- 


| pect into a grin that was truly Iſraelitiſn. The painter 


ſaw, and was offended at this correſpondence, which 
he conſidered as an inſult upon his misfortune, as well 
as an evident preference of his rival; and, conſcious 


of his own timidity, ſwallowed an extraordinary glaſs, 


that his invention might be ſtimulated, and his reſolu- 


tion raiſed to the contrivance and execution of ſome 
ſcheme of revenge. The wine, however, failed in the 


expected effect, and, without inſpiring him with the 


plan, ſerved only to quicken his deſire of vere e nce; 
ſo that he communicated his purpoſe to his friend Pe- 
regrine, and begged his aſſiſtance 3 but our young gen- 


tleman was too intent upon his own affair, to mind the 


concerns of any other perſon, and he declining to be 
engaged in the project, Pallet had recourſe to the ge- 


nius of Pickle's valet de chambre, who readily embark - 


ed in the undertaking, and invented a plan, which was 
executed accordingly. | | 


The evening being pretty far advanced, and the com- 


pany ſeparated into their reſpective apartments, Pickle 
"repaired, in all the impatience of youth and deſire, to 
the chamber of his charmer, and finding the door un- 


bolted, entered in a tranſport of joy. By the light of 


the moon, which ſhone through the window, he was 
conducted to her bed, which he approached in ine ut- 
moſt agitation, and perceiving her to ati cppearance 


* 


alleep, effayed to wake her with a gentle Kkiſs; but this 
method proved ineffeftual, becauſe ſhe was deterinined 


to {+ herſelf the confuſion of being an accomplice in 
mis guilt. He repeated the application, murmured a 
moſt paſſionate ſalutation in her car, and took ſuch 
other gentle methods of ſignifying his preſence, as per- 
ſuaded him that ſhe was reiolved to ſleep, in ſpite of all 


his endeavours : fluſhed with this agreeable ſuppoſition, 
«he locked the door, in order to prevent interruption, 
and ſtealing himſelf under the cloaths, ſet fortune at 
-defiance, while he held the fair cieature circled in his 


arms. | 
Nevertheleſs, 
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Nevertheleſs, near as he ſeemed to be to the happy 
accompliſhment of his defire, his hope was again fruſ— 


| trated by a fearful noiſe, - which in a moment waked 
his Amanda in a fright, and for the preſent engaged 


all his attention. His valet de chambre, whom Pallet 
had conſulted as a confederate, in his revenge againſt 
the lady of pleaſure and her Jewiſh gallant, had hired 
of certain Bohemians, no chanced to lodge at the inn, 
a jack-aſs adorned with bells, which, when every body 
was retired to reſt, and the Hebrew ſuppoſed to be bed- 
ded with his miltreis, they led up ſtairs into a long 
thoroughfare, from which the chamhers were detached 


on each ſide, The painter, perceiving the lady's door 


a jar, according to his expectation, mounted this ani- 
mal, with intention to ride into the rocm, and diſturb 
the lovers in the midſt of their mutuai endearments 
but the aſs, true to his kind, finding himſelf beſtrid by 
an vbknown rider, inſtead of advancing, in obedience 
to his conductor, retreated backwards to the other end 
of the paſſage, in ſpite of all the efforts of the painter, 
who ſpurred, and kicked, and pummelled to no pur- 
pole. It was the noiſe of this contention between Pal- 
tet and the aſs, which invaded the ears »f Peregrine 
and his miitrets, neither of whom could form the leaſt 
rational conjectures about the cauſe of ſuch ſtrange diſ- 


turbance, which increaſed as the animals approached 
their apartment. At length, the Bourrique's retro- 


grade motion was obſtructed by their door, which mit 
orced open, in a twinkling, with one kick, and enter- 
ed wich ſuch complication of ſound, as terrified the la- 
dy almoſt into a fit, and threw uer lover into the ut- 
moſt perplexity and confuſion, The painter, finding 
himſelf thus violently intruded into the bed-chamber 
of he knew not whom, and dreading the retentment of 
the poſſeſſor, who might diſcharge a piſtol at him as a 
robber who had broke into his apartment, was over— 
wheimed with conſternation, and redoubled his exerti- 
on to accompliſh a ſpeedy retreat, ſweating ail the time 
with fear, and putting up petitions to heayen for his 
fatety; but his obitinate companion, regardleſs of nis 

| ſituation, 


to turn round like a millſtone, 


feet and heels producing a molt ſurpriſing concert. 
The unfortunate rider, whirled about in this manner, 
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ſttuation, inſtead of ſubmitting to his conduct, began 


25 


the united ſound of his 


would have quitted his ſeat, and left the beaſt to his 


. 


F 


2 


7 
c 


„ 
y ww. ow 


own amuſement, but the rotation was fo rapid, that 


'the terror of a ſevere fall hindered him from attempting 


to diſmount, and in the deſperation of his heart, he 


ſeized one of its ears, which he pincb d fo unmerciful- 
ly, that the creature ſet up his throat, and brayed 


3 


aloud. This hideous exclamation was no ſooner heard 
by the fair Fleming, already chilled with panic, and 


prepared with ſuperftition, than believing herſelf viſited 


© by the devil, who was permitted to puniſh her for her 


infidelity to the marriage-bed, ſhe uttered a ſcream, 


: 


and began to repeat her pater noſter with a lond voice. 
Her lover, finding himſelf under the neceſſity of retir- 


ing, ſtarted up, ap, ſtung with the moſt violent pangs 
60 


Frage and diſappointment, ran directly to the ſpot 


from waence this diabolical noiſe ſeemed to proceed. 
Ihcre encountering the aſs, he diſcharged ſuch a vol- 


ley of blows at him and his rider, that the creature 
carried him off at a round trot, and they ros red in uni- 


on all the way, Having thus cleared the room of ſuch 


diiſagreeable company he went back to his miſtreſs, and 


mimt 


alluring her, that this was only ſame fooliſh prank of 
Pallet, took his leave, with a promiſe of returning af- 


ter the quitt of the inn ſhoald be re-eſtabliſhed, 


In the mean time the noiſe of the Bourrique, the cries 


of the painter, and the lady's ſcream, had alarmed the 
hole houſe; and the aſs, in the precipitation of his 
ketreat, ſceing people with lights before him, took 


Itelter in the apartment for which he was at firſt de- 
bzned, juſt as the Levite, arouſed at the uproar, had 


quited his Dulcinea, and was attempting to recover his 


| own chamber, unperceived, 


Sceing hiraſelf oppoſed 


by ſuch an animal mounted by a tall, meagre, lan- 


| thern-jawed figure, half naked, with a white night cap 
upon his head, which added to the nature! paleneſs of 


| Bis complexion, the Jew was ſorely troubled in mind, 


and 
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and believing it to be an apparition of Balaam and his 
aſs, fled backward with a nimble pace, and crept un- 
der the bed, where he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter and 
the prieſt, who were the foremoſt of thoie who had 
been arouſed by the noiſe, were not vnmoved when 
they ſaw ſuch a ſpectacle ruſhing into this chamber, 
from whence the lady of pleaſure began to ſhrick. 
The governor made a full halt, and the Capuchin dil- 
covered no inclination to proceed. They were (how- 
ever) by the preſſure of the crowd that followed them, 
thruſt forward to the door, through which the viſion 
entered; and there Jolter, with great ceremony, com- 
plimented his reverence with the paſs, befeeching him J 
to walk in. The mendicant was too courteous and F 
humble to accept this preheminence, and a very earneſt , 
diſpute enſued : during which the aſs, in the courle of 4 
his circuit, ſhewed himſelf and rider, and in a trice + 
decided the conteſt ; for ſtruck with this ſecond glimple, 
| both, at one inſtant, ſprung backward with ſuch force, 
as overturned their next men, who communicated the 
impulſe to thoſe that ſtood behind them, and ths P: 
again to others; ſo that the whole paliage was ftrewed 
with a long file of people, that lay in a line, like the + 
ſequel and dependance of a pack of cards. In tie. 
midſt of this havock, our hero returned from his ow! 5 
room, with an air of aſtoniſhment, aiking the cauſe o 2 
this uproar. Receiving ſuch hints of intelligence ® 50 
Jolter's conſternation would permit him to give, I je 
ſnatched the candle out of his hand, and advanced int qui 
the haunted chamber without heiitation, being follow the 
ed by all preſent, who broke forth into a long and low ge 
eal of laughter, when they perceived the Judicion he 
ſource of their diſquiet, The painter himſelf mas bim 
an effort to join their mirth, but he had been fo bi ima 
rowed by fear, and {martcd ſo much with the pain em 
the diſcipline he had received from Pickle, that | aq. 
could not, with all his endeavour, vanquiſh the ructu ger 
neſs of his countenance. His attempt terved only pot 
increaſe the aukwardneſs of his ſituation, which wt 
not at all mended by the behaviour of the coquet 
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1 ho, furious with her diſappointment, ſlipped on a 
0 petticoat and bed-gown, and ſpringing upon him, like 
7 anothei Hecuba, with her nails, deprived all one ſide 
of his noſe of the ſkin, and would not have left him 
. ereus to ſee through, if ſome of the company had not 
4 reſcued him from her unmercitul talons. Provoked at 
11. of ou ages as well as by her behaviour to him in the 
of | iligence, he publickly explained his intention in en- 
bo tering her chamber in this equipagez and milling the 
| 2 | noni. the ſpectators, aſſured them, that he 
wa . ave abſconded ſomewhere in the apartment. In 
= up ware this intimation, the room was immediate- 
150 5 5 ed, and the mortified Levite pulled by the 
nei ap r mow his Iurking-place; fo that Pallet had the 
__ B00 1 tune, at laſt, to transfer the laugh from him- 
os . = rival, and the French inamorata, who ac- 
B ordingly underwent the ridicule of the whole audience. 
. 4 H AP. LVII. 
my * endea vouring to unravel the myſtery of the 
Side reat menb he had received, Jalls out of the Frying- 
© pan into the fire, | N 
; OWN | 
e 0 e ele pv Pallet was ſtill confounded, 
ee 2 50 e ri + gps by one conſideration , which was 
e, E ie i 1 oh 3 of his having been ſo roughly han- 
Gim uc) t ky amber, belonging (as he found upon in- 
don 3 de handſome young lady, who was under 
1 lou ih . = 8 fr green He recollected, that the 
TR args alt _ ed, when his beaſt burſt it open, and 
. im 5 155 rea on to believe that any perſon followed 
Now gie . e : on the other hand, he could not 
nth ast 5 ler uch a gentle creature would either at- 
a mit, or be able to execute ſuch a deſperate 
aſlault as that which his body had ſuſtaine 4 
ruefu gemeanor was ſo modeſt y bad ſuſtained ; and her 
AO ee eſt and circumſpect, that he durſt 
h Tn 7 eaſt ſuſpicion of her virtue. 
ver bound: ections bewildered him in the labyrinth of 
MN gat ; he rummaged his whole imagination, endea- 


z | __ vouring 
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concluded, that either Peregrine, or the devil, or bath. 
muſt have been at the bottom of the whole affair, and 
determined, for the ſatisfaction of his curioſity, tr 
watch our hero's motions, during the remaining pai: 
of the night, ſo narrowly, that his conduct, myiſte. 
rious as it was, ſhould not be able to elude his pene- 
tration. 

With theſe ſentiments he retired to his own room, 
after the aſs had been reſtored to the right owners, and 
the prieſt had viſited and confirmed his fair ward, who 
had been almoſt diſti acted with fear. Silence no ſoon: 
er prevailed «again, than he crawled darkling toward; 
her door, and huddled himſelf vp in an obicure cos 
ner, from whence he night obſer g the ingreſs or egrel; 
of any human creature, He had nat long remained in 
this poſture, when, fatigued with this adventure, and 
that ot the preceding nicht, his faculties were gradu. 
ally overpowered with fiumber, and falling faſt aflecy, 
he began to ſnore like a Whole congregation of preily- 
terians. The flemiſh beauty hearipg this diſcordant 


— 
. 
— 


noiſe in the paſſage, began to be afraid of ſome neu 


when her lover wanted to repeat his viſit, he was net 
only ſurpriſed and incenſed at this diſagrecable fere- 
nade, the author of which he did not know ; but when, 
compelled by his paſſion, which was by this time wound 
to the bigheſt pitch, he ventured to approach tne en- 
trance, he had the extreme mortification to find him- 
ſelf thut out. He durit not knock, or ſignify his pre- 
ſence in any other manner, on account of the lady“ 
reputation, which would have greatly ſuffered, had the 
ſnorer been waked by his endeavours. Had he know! 
that the perſon who thus thwarted his views, was the 
painter, he would have taken ſome effectual ftep to 
remove him; but he could not conceive what ſhould 
induce Pallet to take up his reſidence in that corner; 


nor could he uſe the aſſiſtance of a light, to diſtinguiſh 


ho uſe * 


1 


vouring to account for what happened. At length e 


alarm, and very prudently bolted her door: ſo that 


him, becauſe there was not a candle burning in tbe 
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„ It is impoſſible ts deſeribe the rage and vexation of 
„our hero, while he continued thus tantalized upon the 
in4 brink of bliſs, after his deſire had been exaſperated by 
tn the circumſtances of his two former diſappointments; 
ban He ejaculated a thouſand execrations againſt his own 
ite. fortune, curſed all his fellow travellers, without ex- 
ne. ception, vowed revenge againſt the painter, who had 
twice confounded his moſt intereſting ſcheme, and was 

m, tempted to execute immediate vengeance upon the un- 
and Known cauſe of his preſent miſcarriage. In this agony 
„bo ol diſtraction did he ſweat two whole hours in the paſ- 


on. ſage, though not without ſome faint hope of being 
1rd; delivered from his tormentor, who (he unagined) 
oe upon waking, would undoubtedly ſhift his quarters, 


reh and leave the field free to his deſigns; but when he 
in heard the cock repeat his ſalutation to the morn, which 
and began to open on the rear of might, he could no longer 
ty. Teltrain his indignation. Going to kis own chamber, 
eh, he filled a baton with cold water, and, ſtanding at 
ſome diſtance, diſcharged it full in the face of the gap- 
ant ing ſnorer, who, over and above the ſurpriſe occaſioned 
new by the application, was almolt ſuffocated by the liquor 
that that entered his mouth, and ran down into his wind- 
nc: pipe. While he gaiped like a perſon half drowned, 
1. without knowing the nature of his diſaſter, or remem- 
hen, bering the fituation in which he fell afleep, Peregrine 
un! retired to his own door, and, to his no ſmall aſtoniſh- 


en ment, from a long howl that invaded his ears, learned 
um, «that the patient was no other than Pallet, who had 
pie. now, for the third time, balked his good fortune. 

% = Enraged at the complicated treſpaſſes of this unfor- 


C : 

| (he tunate offender, he ruſhed from his apartment with a 

own © horſe-whip, and encountering the painter in his flight, 

the 2 overturned him in the paſlage. There he exerciſed the 

p to inſtrument of his wrath with great ſeverity, on pre- 

ould + tence of miſtaking him for ſome prefſuraptaous cur, 

ner; which had difturbed the repoſe of the inn; nay, when 

zuin he called alond for merey in a ſupplicating tone, and 
the bis chaſtiſer could no longer pretend to treat him as a 

= Guadruped, ſuch was the virulence of the young gen- 

= 2 tleman's 


It 
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tleman's indignation, that he could not help declaring 


his ſatisfaction, by telling Pallet he had richly deſerved * 


the puniſhment he had undergone, for his madie!s, 
folly and impertinence, in contriving and executing 
fuch idle ſchemes, as had no other tendency than the! 
of plaguing his neighbours. 

Pallet proteſted with great vehemence, that he we 
innocent as the child unborn of an intention to güte 
umbrage to any perion whatever, except the Iſraelite 
and his doxy, who he knew had incurred his diſplza- 
ſure.— “ But, as God 13 my Saviour! (ſaid he) | I 
believe I am perſecuted with witchcraft, and begin 10 
think that damned prieſt is an agent of the devil; 5 for 
he has been but two nights in our company, durigg 
which I have not cloſed an eye, but on the comrar; 
have been tormented by all the fiends of hell.“ Pic. 
Kle peeviſhly replicd, that his torments had been occa- 
ſioned by his own tcol:fh imagination; and aſked how 
he came to _ how] in that corner. The painter, he 
did not think proper to ewn the truth, ſaid, that he 
had been tranſported thither, by ſome preternatuy. 


conveyance, and sued in water by an 1 hand. 


T he youth, in ho! Pe of prot: ting by his blence, 40 


viſed him to retire immediately to his bed, and by fe. 


ſtrive to comfort his brain, which ſeemed to be not 
little diſordered by the want of that refreſhmer.t hed 
let himſelf began to be very much of the ſame way 
thinking, and in conplance with ſuch waoletone 
counſel, betook himieit to reſt, muttering prayers al. 
the way for the recovery of his own un nderſtandit ig. 
Pickle attended him to his chamber, and locking 
him up, put the key in his own pocket, that he migh. 
not have it in his power to interrupt him again: bu! 
in his return he was met by Mr. Jolter and the dovtor, 


who had been a ſecond time alarmed by the paintcr's 3 


cries, and come to inquire about this new adventure, 
Half frantic with ſuch a ſeries of difappointments, he 
curſed them in his heart for their unteaſonable appear. 
ance. When they qusſtioned him about Pallet, bt 
told them he had found hun ttark ſtaring mad, howlin, 


15 


In a corner and wet to the ſkin, and conducted him 
to his room, where he was now in bed, 
Tian hearing this circumſtance, made a merit of his 
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The phyſi- 


vanity, and under pretence of concern for the patient's 


welfare, deſired he might hate an opportunity of ex- 


5 amining the ſymptoms of his diforder, without loſs of 


grew into his own chamber, with a view of ſeizing 


| epplication to his amanda's door; 
Ii his way to Pallet's apartment, hinted to the 9 
"hor his ſiiſpicion, that the patient laboured under that 
DB: cadfu] er Was called the hydrophobia, which he 
obſerve 
Pot previouſly bit by a mad dog. 
Founded upon the how] he uttcred when he was abr: 
With. 
Rance: of the painter 's hehaviour for 


"ob: me inch OY: 


ett 


encroachment upon his underſtandipg, that his manner 


# th- modus 3 in which the 


time ; alledging, that many. diſeaſes might have been 


ſtifled in the birth, which afterwards baffled all th- en- 
deavours of the medical art. 


'The young g gentleman 
accordingly delivered the key, and once more with- 
the 
H rſt occaſion that ſhould preſent itſelf of renewing his 
while the doctor, 
gover- 


lad ſometimes apps: ared in perſons who were 
This conjecture he 
began to recollect certain circun 
ſome days paſt, 
Which now he could pla inly perceive had progno!: ticated 
He then alcribed the dittemper to 
ne had lately undcrgon:, Armed 
he affair 1 5 the Baſtile kad made -fiich a violent 


ware r, a} id 


Me violent frigh; 


01 thinking and ſpeaking was entirely altered. By a 
theory of his own invent on, he explained the effects of 
fear upon a looſe ſyſtem of n.rves, and demonſtrated 


animal ſpirits operate upon the | 
ideas an 9 . er of imagination. 


This « diſpoſition, 1 was communicated at the 
inter's 8 might have laſted till breakfaſt, had not 
Joiter reminded him of his own maxim, Fementt oc- 


er's Hrrite morbo 3 upon which he put the key to imme- 


Ate uſe, and ut ey watked ſoftly towards the bed, 


Where the patient lay extended oF full length in the 


arms of ſleep. The phyſician took notice of his 


breathing hard, and his mouth being open; and from 


e diagno ics declaled that the liquidum nervoſum 
was 
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= was intimately affected, and the ſaliva impregnated 
with the ſpiculated particles of the virus, howſoever 
contracted! This ſentence was ſtill farther confirmed 
by the ſtate of his pulſe, which being full and flow, 
indicated an oppreſſed circulation, from a loſs of elaſti- 
city in the propeiling arteries, He propoſed, that he 
ſhould immediately ſurfer a ſecond aſperſion of water, 
which would not only contribute to the cure, but alſo 
certify them beyond all poſtbility of doubt, with re- 
gard to the ſtate of the diſeaſe ; for it would evidently 
appear, from the manner in which he would bear the 
application, whether or not his horror of water amount- 
ed to a confirmed hydrophobia. Mr. Jolter, in a 
compliance with this propotal, began to empty a bot- 
tle of water, Which he found in the room in a baſin; ; 
when he was interrupted by the preſcriber, who ad- 
viſed him to uſe the contents of the chamber-pot, which 
being impregnated with falt, would operate more ef— 
fe&tually than pure element. Thus directed, the go- 
vernor lifted up the veſſel, which was replete with me- 
dicine, and with one turn of his hand diſcharged the 
whole healing inundation upon the ill-omen'd patient, 
who waking in the utmoſt diſtraction of horror, bel- 
lowed moſt hideouſly, juſt at the time when Peregrins 
had brought his miſtreſs to a paley, and entertained 
hopes of being admitted into her chamber. 

Terrified at © this exclamation, ſhe inſt: intly broke off 
the treuty, beſeeching him to retire from the door, that 
her honour might receiie no injury from his being 
found in that place; ; and he had juſt enough of recol- 
Je&ion left to fee the neceſſity of obeying the order; 
in conformity to which he re! treated, well nigh deprived 
of his ſenſes, and almoſt perſuaded, that fo many un- 
accountable diſappointments muſt have Procee ec from 
ſome ſupernatural cauſe, of which the ideot Pallet was 
no more than the involuntury inſtrument. | 

Mean while, the doctor having atcerrained the ma- 
lady of the patient, ele cies, interrupted by tre- 

nent ſobs and ſighs, he Inierpretec : into the barking vt 

a dog; and having no mare lalt-water at hand, r.. 

| ſolved 


muy r 1 
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ſolved to renew the bath with ſuch materials as chance 
Would afford. He actually laid hold of the bottle and 
balin: but by this time the painter had recovered the 

' uſe of his ſenſes ſo well, as to perceive his drift; and 
ſtarting up like a frantic Bedlamite, ran directly to his 
(word, {wearing with many horrid imprecations, that 
he would wurder them both immediately, if he ſhould 


be hanged before dinner. They did not chooſe to 
wait the iſſue of his threat, but retired with ſuch pre- 


cipitation, that the phytician had almoſt diſlocated his 
| ſhoulder by running againſt one fide of the entry. 
Toiter having pulled the door after him, and turned 
the key, betook himſelf to flight, roaring aloud for 


alliſtance. His colleague feeing the door fecured, va» 


led himfelf upon his reſolution, and exhorted him to 


return; declaring, that for his own part, he was more 
afraid of the madman's teeth than of his weapon, and 


admoniſhing the governor to re-enter, and execute 
what they had left undone, ** Go in (ſaid he) with- 
out fear or apprehenſion, and if any accident ſhall ' 
| > happen to you, either from his ſlaver or his ſword, I 
will aſſiſt you with my advice, u hich from this ſtation. 


Jcan more coolly and diſtinctly adminiſter, than I 


ould be able to ſupply, if my ideas were diſturbed, 
or my attention engaged in any perſonal concern.” | 


Jolter, who could make no objection to the juſtneſs 
of the concluſion, frankly owned, that he had no in- 


clination to try the experiment; obſerving, that felf= 


ö -O 


preſervation was the firſt law of nature; that his con- 
nexions with the unhappy lunatic were but flight, and 


that it could not be reaſonably. expected, that he would 


run ſuch riſks for his ſervice, as were declined by one 
who had ſet out with him from England on the foot- 
ing of a companion. This inſinuation introduced a 
diſpute upon the nature of benevolence and the moral 
lenſe, which (the republican argued) exiſted indepen- 
dent of any private conſideration, and could never be 
affected by any contingent circumſtance of time and 
fortune; while the other, who abhorred his principles, 

5 | | ; aſlerted 
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aſſerted the duties and excellence of private friendſhip, 
with infinite rancour of alteration, bf 

During the hotteſt of the argument, they were join. a 


ed by the Capuchin, wiv being aſtoniſhed to ſee then 1 


thus virulently engaged at the door, and to hear the 
painter bellowing within the chamber, conjured them 
in the name of God to tell him the cauſe of that con. 
fuſion, which had kept the whole houſe in continus| 
alarm during the beſt part of the night, and ſeemed tv * 


be the immediate work of the devil and his angab,. . 


When the governor gave him to underſtand, that Pal. 


let was vilited with an evil ſpirit, he muttered z f 


prayer of St. Antonio de Padua, and undertook t5 


cure the painter, provided he could be ſecured ſo s | 


that he might, without danger to himſelf, burn par 
of a certain relick under his noſe, which he affure( 


them was equal to the miraculous power of Eleazar © 


ring. They expreſſed great curioſity to know what 
this treaſure was; and the prieſt was prevailed upo1 
to tell them in confidence, that it was a collection d 
the parings of the nails belonging to thoſe two mad. 
men whom Jeſus purged of the legion of devils tha 


afterwards entered the fwine. 80 ſaying, he pullel vi 


from one of his pockets a finall box, containing about 
an ounce of the pairings of an horſe's hoof ; at ſigl 
of which the governor could not help ſmiling, on ac. 
count of the groſſneſs of the impoſition. The docto 3} 
aſked, with a ſupercilious ſmile, whether thoſe maniac 
whom Jeſus cured, were of the ſorrel complexion, « 
dappel grey; for, from the texture of theſe paring) 
he could prove, that the original owners were of ti 
quadruped order, and even diſtinguiſh, that their fee 
had been fortified with ſhoes of iron. | 

The mendicant, who bore an inveterate grude? 
againſt this fon of ZEſculapius, ever ſince he had ma 
ſo free with the catholic religion, replied with greg 
bitterneſs, that he was a wretch with whom no Chril- 3 
tian ought to communicate; that the vengeance of heaven 
would one day overtake him on account of his rer 4 
nity ; and that {meat was ſhod with a metal be * 
LAT Ut HH 
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nip, 1 barder than iron, which nothing but hell- ſire would 


B be able to melt. | | 
in. It was now broad day, and all the ſervants of the 
ben inn were on foot. Peregrine, ſeeing it would be im- 
te. poſſible to obtain any ſort of indemnification for the 
nen dme he had loſt, and the perturbation of his ſpirits hin- 
on. Jering him from enjoying repoſe, which was, more- 
wel over, obſtructed by the noiſe of Pallet and his atten- 
dt dants, put on his cloaths at once, and in exceeding 
e, Al humour arrived at the ſpot where this triumvirate 
pal. Rood debating about the means of overpowering the 
furious painter, who ſtill continued his ſong of oaths 
and execrations, and made ſundry efforts to break open 
xz the door. Chagrined as our hero was, he could not 
pan Help laughing when he heard how the patient had been 
ure! treated; and his indignation changing into compaſſion, 
zar: he called to him through the key-hole, deſiring to know 
har the reaſon of his diſtracted behaviour. Pallet no ſoon- 
bon er recognized his voice, than lowering his own to a 
no Whimpering tone, My dear friend, (ſaid he) J have 
nad. dt laſt detected the ruftans who have perſecuted me ſo 
thy much. I caught them in the fact of ſuffocating me 
alle! With cold water; and, by the Lord! I will be re- 
WA n. or may I never live to finiſh my Cleopatra. 
ſign For the love of God! open the door, and I will 
\ ac. make that conceited Pagan, that pretender to taſte, that 
\ Falſe devotee of the ancients, who poiſons people with 
* ee and devil's dung; I ſay, I will make 
1, % bim a monument of my wrath, and an example to all 
ing; the cheats and impoſtors of the faculty: and as for that 
f the thick -headed inſolent pedant his confederate, who emp- 
fee tied my own jordan upon me while I ſlept, he had 
better have been in his beloved Paris, botching ſchemes 
ud: for his friend the pretender, than incur the effects of 
nad. my reſentment. Godſbodikins! I won't leave him a 
gren wind- pipe for the hangmen to ſtop, at the end of ano- 
"ri. ther rebellion.“ 
_ Pickle told him, his conduct had been ſo extrava- 
ant, as to confirm the whole company in the belief, 
mat he was actually deprived of his ſenſes 3 on which 
= | | ſup- 
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part of friends, in doing that which they thought mottÞ 


rited his thankful acknowledgment, inſtead of his fran. 
tic menaces : that for his own part, he would be the 
firſt to condemn him, as one utterly bereft of his wits, 
and give. orders for his being ſecured as a madman, 
unleſs he would immediately give a proof of his ſanity, 
by laying aſide his ſword, compoſing his ſpirits, and 
thanking his injured fr ends for their care of his perſon, 

Dhis alternative quieted his tranſports in a mo- 

ment; he was terrified at the apprehenſion of being 
treated like a Bedlamite, being dubious of the ſtate of 
his own brain ; and on the other hand, had conceived 
ſuch an horror and antipathy for his tormentors, that, 
far from believing himſelf obliged by what they had 
done, he could not even think of them without the 
utmoſt rage and deteſtation. He therefore, in the mot 


"= 


ver was leſs out of his ſenſes than at preſent, though he 
did not know how long he might retain them, IT be 


order to prove his. being con og mentis, he was willing 
to ſacrifice the reſentment he ſo juſtly harboured agunit 


paſs : but, as he appreh ended, it would be tne great- 
eſt ſign n hs could exhibit, to thank the 


guilty of fuch mean abſurdity. 
Peregrine held a conſultation upon this reply, whe! 
the governor and phylician ſtres. voully ar zued againk 


tranquil voice he could aſſume, proteſted, that he re. 
ſhould be conſidered in the light of a lunatic : thut, in| 
thole who by their malice had brought him to tis} 


for the miſchiefs they had brought upon bim, he des | 
fired to be excuſed from making any ſuch confeſſion, 
and ſw: IR would endure every. thing, rather than be 


method might ve taken to "RPE ferter and convey hun 
into a dark FROM, where he might be treated accord- 


ftanding the circumſtances of the caſe, undertook to 
reſtore him to bis former fate, without baving ke— 
courſe ta ſuch violent meaſures. Pickle, who Was 4 

| 25 better ter 


ſuppoſition, Mr. Jolter and the doctor had ated the 5 


conducive to his recovery; fo. that their concern me- 


any Semler on with a maniac, and propols a that {ome 


ing to the rules of art But the Capuchin, undei- | 


@ 
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* 
n 
a” 2 
1 N 


Unt 


N 
Lais! 


better judge of the affair than any perſon preſent, open- 
ed the door without further heſitation, and diſplayed 


the poor painter ſtanding with a woeful countenance, 
ſhivering in bis ſhirt, which was as wet as if he had 
* 
$, 
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been dragged through the Dender : a ſpectacle which 

gave ſuch offence to the chaſte eyes of tle Hrew's 
* miſtreſs, who was by this time one of the tpectators, 
that ſhe turned her head another way, and withdrew 

to her own room, exclaiming again the indecent 
practices of men. 


Pallet, ſeeing the young gentleman enter, ran to 


him, and ſhaking hun by the hand, called him his bel 


friend, and ſaid he had retcued him from rhoſe who had 
a deſign againſt bis lite. The prick would have pro- 
duced his parings, and applied them to his noſe ; but 
was hindered by Pickle, who adviſed the patient to 
* ſhift him/eif, and put on. his cloaths. 
done with 8 
-who, with the doctor, had kept at a wary diſtance, in 


Thie being 
deliberation, Ir, Jolter, 


4. * 2 — * "_— 
great order and 


expectation of ſceing ſome France: effects of his diſ- 
traction, began to believe that ne had been guilty of a 
wiltake, and accuſed the phytician of having milled 
him by his falſe dlagnoſtic. The doctor ſtill inſiſted 
upon his former declaration, aſſuring him, that al- 
tough Pallet erjoyed a ſhort interval for the preſent, 
the delirium would ſeon recur, uniels they would pro- 
„t by this momentary. calm, and order him to be 
tooded, bliſtered and purged with all imaginable diſ- 


The governor, however, notwithſtanding this cau- 


tion, advanced to the mmured party, and begged par- 


Lon for the ſhave he had in giving him ſuch diſtur- 
Fbaace. He declared in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 


he had no oth-r intentien than that of contributing to- 


= 


| Yards his welfare, and that bis behaviour was the re- 
Jult of the phyſician's preſcription, which he affirmed 
Was abſolutely neceſſary for the recovery of his health. 


The painter, who had very iittle gall in his diſpoſi- 


tion, was faiisfied with this apology z but his reſent- 
ment, which was before divided, now glowed with 


JJ 
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double fire againſt his firſt fellow traveller, whom he , 
looked upon as the author of all the miſchances he had 
_ undergone, and marked out for his vengeance accord * ; 
ingly. Yet the doors of reconciliation were not ſhut | 
againſt the doctor, who with great juſtice might hav 
transferred this load of offence from himſelt to Pere. = 
grine, who was, without doubt, the ſource of the p 
painter's misfortune : but, in that cafe, he muſt hay: 1 
owned himſelf miſtaken in his medical capacity; and 
he did not think the friendſhip of Pallet important © , 
C 
8 


enough to be retrieved by ſuch condeſ{ceniton ; fo that 
he reſolved to neglekt him entirely, and gradually for. 


get the former correſpondence he had maintained with __ þ 

a perſon whom he deemed ſo unworthy of his notice. 15 

| In 

E LVIII. p 

_ 8 wt 

Peregrine, almoſl diſtracted with bie difazpporntments, ei 
conjures the fair Fleming t permit his att M 

Bruſſels. She withdraws From his purjutt. ps 


THINGs being thus adjuſted, and all the company , b. 

J greſſed, they went to breakfaſt about five in th: pe 
morning, and in leſs than an hour after were ſeated i ve 
the Diligence, where a profound ſilence prevailed. » hy 
Peregrine, who uſcd to be the life of the ſociety, bein; to 
extremely penſive and melancholy on account of ii fx 

- miſhap ; the Iſraelite and his Duleinea dejected in con pe 
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ſequence of their diſgrace; the poet abjurpt in lof 2 ft, 
Ul meditation; the painter in ſchemes of revenge; will tat 
. Jolter, rocked by the motion of the carriage, mad, 11 
1 Hinnſelf amends for the want of reſt he had ſuſtaincd w! 
|| and the Mendicant, with his fair charge, were infect} via 
| by the cloudy aſpect of our youth, in whote dige, 
| pointment each of them, for different reaſons, boi hei 
Mil no inconſiderable ſhare. This general languor ai the 
ih receſs from all bodily exerciſe, diſpoſed them all to 14 © the 
ceive the gentle yoke of ſlumber, and half an hour at} pat 
ter they had embarked, there was not one of ti ben 
5 9 8 aw akt ang 
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he awake, except our hero and his mithreſs, unlefs the 


24 0 Capuc hin was plealcd to counterfeit fleep, in order to 


d. inqdulge our young gentieman with an opportunity of 
aut loving tome Payee: converiation with his beauteous 
ave. ward. 
re- Peregrine did not neglect the occaſion 3 but, on the 
the contrary, feized the firſt minute, and in gentle mnr- 
ave nurs lamented his hard hap in being 8 the ſport 
and of fortune, He aſſured her (and that with great fin. 
tam cerity) that all the croſs accidents of bis life had noi 
that > coſt him one half of the vexation and ksgenneſs of cha- 
or- grin which he had ſuffered laſt night; and that now 
vith he was on the brink of parting from her, he ſhould be 
a | overwhetmed with the blackeſt deſpair, if ſhe would 


not extend her compaſhon ſo far as to give him an op- 
porti nity of ſighing at her feet in Bruſf: Is, dwing the 
few days his ati ars w ome 1 N him to ſpend in, "that 
EN R eit Vs 
F af 8 ' his young 14475 wok an air of mort1! fication, ex- 
preſlad her forrow for being the innocent cauſe of his 
enxicty; mid, the hoped Jaft night's adventure would 


pany de n taluts ry Wa! ning to both their ſouls; for ſhe Was 
1 the. 2 perku⸗ aded, that her Lirtne wes protected by the inter- 
ed 1. vention of heaven; that SS impreſſic n it might 
led, os have made upon him, fhe was enabled by it to adhere 
being to that duty from which her pathon had begun to 
f ha, 3 lwerve, and befeching on 1.to forget her for his own 
cbm peace, gave bun to underkand, that neither the plan 
lot; © ſhe kad: aid down for her own conduct, nor the dic— 
win tates of her honour would allow her to PO YE his vi- 
ma fits, or carry on any other correipondence with. nim, 
ned while ſhe was reſtricted by the articles of her mar- 
fect | nage- OW. | | 

dip This explanation produced fuch a violent effect upon 


, bos her admuer, that he was for ſome minutes deprived of 
r an the faculty of ipeech, winch he no ſooner recovered, 
to 1 than he gave vent to the moſt unbnglcd tranſports 7 
"ur if 2 paſſion. He taxed her with barbanty end indiffe- 
- the! © rence 3 told her that ſhe had robbed on of his 1caſon 
Waks and internal Peace; that he would follow her to the 


i D 2 ends 
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ends of the earth, and ceaſe to live ſooner than ceaſe to 
love her; that he would facrifice the innocent fool who 
had been the occation of all his diſquiet, and murder 
every man whom he conſidered as an obtiruction ro hs 
views. In a word, his paſſions, which had zontinged 
to long 1 in a ſtate of the higheſt fermeniation, tog 
with the want of that repoſe which calls and quiet 
the perturbation of the ſpirits, had wrougnt him up to 
a pitch of real diſtraction. While he ultered thele de- 
Jirious expreſſions, the tears ran down his hehe, and 
he underwent ſuch agitation, that the tender heart ot 
the fair Fleming was affected with his condition; and 
while her own "Face was bedewed with the ſtreams 6: 
ſympathy, ſhe begged him for heaven's ſake to be coin 
poted, and promited, tor his ſatisfaction, to abate 
ſomewhat of that rigour of her purpoſe. Confoled by 
this kind declaration, he recollected himſelf, and tal: 


ing out his pencil, gave her his addreſs, when the 
had aſſured him, that he ſhould hear frun her in fou: 
and twenty hours at fartheſt, after 1 atio 

Thus foothed, he regained the empire of hit elf, and 
by degrees recovered his ſerenity. But this was not 
the caſe with his Amanda, who, from this. ny ile of 
his diſpoſition, dreaded the 1mpetuounty of his youth, any 
was effectually deterred from entering into any en- 
gagements that might ſubject her peace and reputatic 
to the raſh effects of ſuch a violent ſpirit Though {| ih 
was captivated by his perſon and accompli ſhments, ſh 
had reflection enough to foreſee that the longer 6. 


countenanced his paſſion, her own heart would bs 


+ 
% 

e 
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more and more irretrievably engaged, and the quiet 


of her life the more expoſed to continn zal interruption. 


She therefore profited by theie confiderations,. and a 
ſenſe of religious honour, which helped her to under“ 


ſtand the ſuggeſtions of inclination ; and reſolved toy 


amuſe her lover with falſe hopes, u anal the ſhould have}. 
it in her power to relinquiſh his converſetion, without“ 
running any riſk of ſuffering by the inconſiderate ſallies 
of his love. It was with this view. „ that ſhe deſired hi 


would not inſit upon attending her to her mother's 


I zuſe, 3 
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oute, when the Diligence arrived at Bruſſels; and he, 
3 eajoled by her artifice; took a formal Jeave of her, toge- 


9 ther with the other ſtrangers, fixing his habitation at 
. the inn to which he and "his fellow-travellers had been 
4 directed, in the impatient expectation of receiving a 
kind ſummons from her, within the limited time. 
* > Mean while, in order to divert his imagination, he 
went to ſee the ſtadthouſe, park and ariznal, took a 
bo ſuperficial view of the bookſeller's cabinet of curio— 
1 ſities, and ſpent the evening at the Italien opera, 
„Which was at that time exhibited for the entertainment 
„ol Prince Charles of Lorrain, then governor of the 
Low Countries. In ſhort, the ſtated period was al- 
moſt elapſed, when Peregrine received a letter to this 
: _ purpoſe. | ; 
5 48 I R, 
. F you knew what violence J do my own heart, in 
. declaring that I have withdrawn myſelf for ever 
5 * your addreſſes, you would ſurely applaud the ſa- 
, Crifice I make to virtue, and ſtrive to imitate this ex- 
'_, ample of ſelf-denial. Yes, Sir,! heaven hath lent me 
i 1 grace to ſtruggle with my guilty paſhon, and hence- 
forth to avoid the dangerous ficht of him who inſpired 
BY: it. I therefore conjure you, by the regard you ovght 
tion e have for the eternal welfare of us both, as well as 
Wie by the eſteem and affection you profeſs, to war with 
ne Neur. unruly inclination, and deſiſt from all attempts of 
la Fruttrating the laudable "<6 ution I have made. Seek 
1 OY not to invade the peace of one who loves you, to diſ- 
guter tub the quiet of a family that never did you wrong 
— 5 and to alienate the thou gbts of a weak woman 10 4 
and deſerving man, who, by the 'moſt ſacred claim, ought 
We to have the full poſſeſſion of her heart.“ 
ed of This billet, without either date or ſuperſcription 
, c » 
| have] baniſhed all remains of diſcretion trom the mind of our 
ing hero, who ran inſtantly to the landlord, in all the ex- 
ſallies „ „ F y to the landlord, in, he ex. 
me kay of madneſs, and demanded to fee the meſſenger 
Aber Pho brot ught the letter, on pain of putting his whole 
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hu?) 


1 | family 
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family.to the ſword. The inn-keeper, terrified by his | n 
looks and menaces, fell upon his knees, proteſting in | 2] 
the face of heaven, that he was utterly 1gnorant and 2:1 


innocent of any thing that could give him offence, and n 

that the billet was brought by a perſon whoa he did 10 

not know, and who retired immediately, ſaying, it 1e- te 

quired no anſwer, He then gave utterance to his fury, 7 v 

in a thouſand imprecations and invectives againſt the ) 
writer, whom he diſhonoured with the appellations of 8 I 

a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by means of a2 c 
pimping prieſt, had defrauded him of his money, Ile t 
denounced vengeance againtt the Mendicant, whom he t 

ſwore he would deitroy if ever he ſhould ſet eyes on f. 

Lim again. The painter unluckily appearing during Þ 

this paroxyſm of rage, he ſeized him by the thront, 5.01 

ſaying he was rnined by his accurſed folly; and in all ſ 
likelihood poor Pallet would hate been ſtrangled, had, h 

not Jolter interpoſed in his behalf, beſeeching | his pupil * 

„ to have mercy upon the ſufferer, and with infinite anx- [ 
1140 zety defiring to know the cauſe of this violent aſſault, 4 
_ he received no anſwer, but a ring of incoherent curſes. fe 
When the painter, with unſpeakable aſtoniſhment, P 
took God to witneſs, that he had done nothing to di- | FE 

oblige him, the governor began to think in {ad earnet, . 

that Peregrine's vivacity had at length riſen to theft de 
tranſports of actual madneſs, and was himbelf almot! = 


diſtracted with this juppoſition. Tbat he might che 
better judge what remedy ought to be applied, he uſed 
his whole influence, and practiſed all his eloq 1ence f : 
upon the 5 youth, in order to learn the immediate caute | a 
of his delirium. He emploved the mot pathe tic en- 
treaties, and even ſhed tears in the conrie of his ſup-F 
plication ; fo that Pickle (the firſt violence of the hur— 
ricane being blown over) was afhamed of his owt 


* »»» that i 


impr udence, and retired to his chamber, in order to | 
recolle& his diſſipated thoughts: there he ſhut kimivlt 

up, and, for the ſecond time, perating the fatal epi- L 
tle, began to waver in his opinion of the authorsÞ bi 
character and intention: Le ſometimes conſidered hi 1 


as one of theſe nymphs, who, under the maik of l- [4 
N | nocc uf? 
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nocence and ſimplicity, practiſe upon the hearts and 


| purſes of unwary and unexperienced youths : this was 


che ſuggeſtion of hrs wrath, inflamed by diſappoint- 
ment; but, when he reflected upon the circumſtances 
of her behaviour, and recalled her particular charms 
to his imagination, the ſeverity of his cenſure gave 


Way, and his heart declared in favour of her ſincerity. 


Yet even this conſideration aggravated the ſenſe of his 


| Joſs, and he was in danger of relapſing into his former 


diſtraction, when his paſſion was a little becalmed by 
the hops of ſeeing her again, either by accident, or in 
the courſe of a diligent and minute enquiry, which he 
* forthwith reſolved to ſet on foot. He had reaſon to 


believe, that her own heart would eſpodſe his cauſe, 


in ſpite of her virtue's determination, and did not de- 


ſpair of meeting with the Capuchin, whoſe good offices 
he knew he could at any time command. Comforted 
with theſe reflections, the tempeſt of his foul ſubtided. 


In leſs than two hours he joined his company with an 


air of compoſure, and aſked the painter's forgiveneſs. 


for the freedom he had taken, the cauſe of which he 
- promiſed hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad of being 


reconciled on any terms, to one whole countenance 
ſupported him in æquilibrio with his antagoniſt the doc- 


tor; and Mr. Jolter was rejoiced beyond meaſure at 


his pupil's recovery. 
CH AP. LIX; 


Peregrine meets with Mrs, Hornbeck, and is conſol:d 
for his loſs. His valet de chambre is embroiled auth 
ber dueana, whom, bow:ver, be finds means to ap- 


peaje, 


VERY thing having thus reſumed its natural 
channel, they dined together in great tranquillity. 
In the afternoon, Peregrine, on pretence of ſtaying at 
home to write letters, while his companions were at 
the coitee-houſe, ordered a coach to be called, and with 
his valet de chambre, who was the only perſon ac- 
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quainted with the preſent ſtate of his thoughts, ſet out 
for the Promenade, to which all the ladies of faſhion 


reſort in the evening, during the ſummer ſealon, in 
- 


hopes of ſecing his fugitive among tlie reft, 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and narrow 
ly ob: terved every female in the place, he perceived 
ſome diſtance the livery of Hornbeck, upon a lackey 
that Rood at the back of the coach : upon which, Ws 
hp his man to reconnoitte the {aid carriage, While 
he pulled up his glaſſes, that he night noi be diſcoves 
ed, before be fliould have received fore intelli pence, 
by winch he might conduct himſelf on this une cpege! 
occaſion, that already began to interfere with the pur - 
pole of his coining thither, Mong it could not diſput- 
hie atteution with the idea of his charming unknown, 
His Mercury having made his obſervations, report- 
ed, that there was nobody in the coach but Mrs, 


| Mornteck and an eiderly woman, who had all the air 


of a duenna, and that the ſervant was not the ſamce 
footman who hal attenled them in France. Encou- 
Tagei! by chie intormetion, our hero ordered himſelf to 
be driven 


uſual ſelutation. his lady no ſosner beheld her gal- 
lant, than her cheeks reddened with a double glove ; 
and ſhe exclaimed, „Dear brother, m overjoyed to 
ſee you! Pray come. into our coach.“ He took the 
hint immediately, and complying with her requeſt, 


8 
embraced this new blter with great affection. 


Perceiving that her atte enckent v 
priſed and alarmed at this wine: peclec meetir, 35 ſhe, in 
order to baniſh her ſuſpicion, and at the 8 time 
give her lover his cue, told him that his brother 
(meaning her hvibayd) was gone to the Spa for a feu 
weeks, by the idvice of phyſicians, on account ot his 
ill Rate of health; and that, from his laſt letter, fe 
had the pleaſure to tell him, he was in a fair 
doing well. The young gentleman expre 
tisfaction at this piece 
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es very much ſur- 
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cloſe up to that fide of their convenience on 
which his eld miſtrels ſet, and accofted her with the 
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of fraternal concern, that if his brother had not made 


* too free with lis conititution, his friends in England 


vould have had no occation to repine at his abſence and 


want of health, by which he was banithed from his 


own country and connexions. He then aſked with 


an affectation 01 ſurpriſe, . hy ſhe 1 . 0 den 100 ot accompanied 


er ſpouſe 3 and was given to un dert t ind, that his ten- 
derne ſs of affedion would not ſulfer him to expoie her 
to the fatigwes of the jure ney; which lay among rocks 
that were almoſt inaeceſuble. 
The duenna's doubts being caſed by this preamble of 


converiition, he changed the ſubſcck tothe pleaſures of 


the place; and among other ſoch que tone, nquired 
it ſhe had as yet viſited W N bis 3 2 K 
houſe ſituated upon the canal, at the diſtance ot about 
two miles from town, and CA it 1 ak tolera- 
ble gardens for the entertainment oi company. When 
ihe replied in the negative, he propoſed to accompany 
hor thither imm ediatcly; but the govérnante, Who had 
hitherto ſat ſilent. objected to this 5 tel! ng 
them, in broken Enoliſh, that as the lady was under 
her care, ſho could not antwer to Mr. Morabeck tor 
allowing her to viſit ſuch a ſuſpicious place. 

for that matter, madam, (ſaid the confident g llant) 
give vourſelt no trouble, the con! equences all!! 
my; peri]; and L will undertake to n ure you againſt m 
brottief's etentment.““ 505 ymg 8 he d1 otter che 
couchman tothe place, and ordered his own to follow, 
under the auſpices of his valet. de chambre, while the 
old gentle woman, over ruled by his atlurance, gory 
fubmitted to his authority. 

Being arrwed at the place „lie hangen the ladies from 
the conch, apd then, for the firſt time, oblerved his 
duenna was lame, a circuniſtance of which he did not 
ſcruple to take the advantage: for they had ſcarce 
alighied, and drank a 1 or wine, when he adviſed 
his filter to enjoy a walk in the garden : and although 
the attendant made ſhift to 8 5 them almoſt always in 
view, they enjoved 2 detached: conve 8920 n, in which 
Peregrine learned, that the true cavie of her being left 


Ds | behind 
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behind at Bruſſels, whilſt her hutband proceeded to 
Spa, was his dread of the company and familiarities of 
that place, to which his jealouſy durſt not expoſe her; 
and that ſhe had lived three weeks in a convent at 
Liſle, from which ſhe was delivered by his own free 
motion, becanſe indeed he could no longer exiit with. 
out her company; and lafily, our lover underſtood, 
that her governante was a mere dragon, who had been 
recommended to him by a Spanith -merchant, whoſe 
wife ſhe attended to her dying day: but ſhe very much 
qucitioned whether or not her fi delity was proof enough 
againit money and ſtrong waters. Peregrine aſſured 
her the experiment ſhould be tried before parting ; and 
they agreed to pa{s the night at Vertailles, provided 
his endenvours ſhould facceed; 

Having exerciſed themſelves in this manner, until 
his duenna's ſpirits were pretty much exhautted, that 
ſhe migut be the better di {noted to recruit them with 2 
glaſs af 1quor, they retu Fed to their apartment, and 
the cordial was recommended and received in a bum- 
per: but as it did not produce ſuch a_vifible alteratio n 
as the ſanguine hopes of Pickle had ninde him expect, 
and the old gentlevroman oblerved that it began to * 
late, and that the gates would be ſhut in a little time, 
be filicd up a parting glaſs, and pledged her in equal 
quantity. Her blood was too much chilled to be 
warmed even by this extraordinary doſe, which mac 
immediate innovation in the brain of our youth, 2 8 
in the gaicty of his imagination overwhelmed this S 
Argus with ſuch profulion of gallantry, that ſhe voz. 
more intoxicated with his expreflions than with the 
ſpirits ſhe had drank. When iche courie of toyi 
he dropped a purſe 1 into her- boſom, the ſeemed to 7058 


get how the night wore, and with the approbation of 


her charge, aſſented to his prepoial of having tome: 
thing for ſupper. 

This was a great point lich our adventurer h.c 
gained, and yet he plainly perceived that the gover- 
nante miſtook his! meaning, by giving herſelf credit for 
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all the paſſion he had profeſſed. As this error could 
be rectified by no other means than thoſe of plying her 
with the bottle, until her diſtinguiſhing faculties ſhould 
be overpowered, he promoted a quick circulation. She 
did him juſtice, without any manifeit ſigns of inebria- 
tion, ſo long, that his own eyes began to reel in the 
ſockets; and he found, that before his ſcheme could 
be accompliſhed, he ſhould be effectually unfit for all 
the purpoſes of love. He therefore had recourſe to his 
valet de chambre, who underſtood the hint as ſoon as. 
jt was given, and readily undertook to perform the 
part, of which his maſter had played the prelude. This 
affair being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, and the whe at. 
odds Vith morning, he took an opportunity of 
parting to the ear of this aged Dulcinea a kind whiſcer, 
imparting a promiſe of viſiting her, when his fifter 
ſhould be retired 0 her own chamber, and an earneſt 
deſire of leaving her door unlocked. 

This agree: able intimation being communicated, he 
conveyed a caution of the ſame n. ture to Mrs, Horn- 
beck, as he led her to her apartment; and darkneſs 

and filence no ſooner prevailed in the houſe, than he 
and bis truſty {quire ſet out on their different voyages. 
Every thing would have ſucceeded according to their 
wilh, had not the valet de chambre ſuffered himſelf to 
fall aſlecp at the fide of his inamorato, and in the agi- 
tation of a violent dream, exclaimed in a voice ſo un- 
Uke to that of her ſuppoſed adorer, that ſhe adittinguiſh= 
ed the difference at oncgh. Waking him with a pinch 
and a loud ſhriek, ihe threatened to prolecute him for 
a rape, and reviled him with all che epithets her rage 
and diſappoinment could ſugsgeſt. / 

The Frenchman finding himſelf detected, behaved 
with great temper and ad: drels he begg'd he would 
compole he; ſelf, on account of her own reputation, 
which was extremely dear to him; proteſting he had a 
molt inviolable eſteem for her perlon. His repreſen- 
tations had weight with the duenna, who, upon recol- 
lection, comprehended the whole affair, and thought 
it would be her intereſt to bring matters to an accom- 

modations 
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modation. She therefore admitted the apologies of her 
bedfellow, provided he would promiſe to atone by 
marriage for the injury ſhe had ſuſtained ; and in this 
particular he ſet her heart at eaſe by repeated vows, 
which he uttered with ſurpriſing volubility, though 
without any intention to perform the leaſt tittle of their 
contents. 

_ Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her exclamati- 
on, and ran to the door with a view of interpoling, 
according to the emergency of the caſe, over-hcarins 
the affair thus compromited, returned to his ziltreſs, 
who was highly entertained with an account of wha: 
had paſſed, foreſceing, that for the future the ſhould be 
under no difiiculty or rettriction flom the ſeverity et 


her guard, 
CH APIS 


Hornbeck is »:fermed of bis avife's advyentire a 

Peregrine, for antom he prepares a ftratagem, whic' 

if rendered ineffeHund by the information of Pipes. 

© The bufoand is arched for bis intention, ard aur bert 
apprehended by the j ati ole. 


THERE wos another perſon, however, ſti!! un 
gained; and that was no other than her footman, 
whoſe ſecrecy. our hero attempted to ſecure in the 
morning by an hardiome preſent, which he received 
with many profeſſions of gratitude and devotion to his 
ſervice; yet this complaiſance was nothing hut-a cloak 
uſed to diſguiſe the deſign he harboured of mating his 
maſter acquainted with the whole tranfattion. Indee:! 
this lackey had been hired, not only as a y upon his 
miſtreſs, but alſo as a check on the conduct of the go- 
vernante, with promiſe of ample reward, if ever he 
ſhould diſcover any ſiniſter or fuſpicious practices in 
the courſe of their behaviour. As for the footmau 
whom they had brought from England, he was re 
tained in attendance upon the perſon of his maſter, 
whoſe confidence lie nad loſt, by adviing him to gentle 
| metnede 
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methods of reclaiming his lady, when her irregulari- 
| ties had ſubjected her to his wrath, 


The Flemith valet, in confequence of the office he 


had undertaken, wrote to Hornbeck by the firtt poſt, 


giving an exact detail of the adventure at Verſailles, 


with ſuch a deſcription of the pretended brother, as 
left the kuſband no room to think he could be any 


other per fon then his arit diſhononrer 3 and exaſperated 
him to ſuch a degree. that he reſolved to lay an ambuſh 
fur this invader, and at once diſqualify him from dit- 
tücbing his repoſe, by maintaining further correſpon- 
gence with his wife. 

Mean while the levers enjoyed theml- be without re— 
Fraint, and Peregrine's plan inquiry after his dear Un- 


known was for the Prelent poitponed, Hits fellow tra- 


vellers were confounded at his myſterious motions, 
which filled the heart of Jolter with anxity and terror, 


This careful conductor was fr aught with ſuch expe- 
tience of his; Pups 1 on, that he embed with 


the apprehenſion of feme fadden 1. accident; aad lived in 


| Sonn alarm, like a man that walks under the Wall 


1 


St a nod ws 2 tower. Nor id he enjoy any alleviation 
vr his feais, when: upon 18 the young ge: ntleman, 
that the reit : of the con! Lily Welle det 208 of de; pPartung 
ior Antwerp, be-ntixered I, they were at liberty to 
conſult their own inchinations; but tor his own part, 
he was io to ſtay in- Loflels a tou days longer. 
By this declatation, the governor was confirmed in the 
opinion of his x lome intrigue upon the anvil, 
In tne bitterneſs of his vexation, he took the liberty 
of ſignifying his ſuſnicion, and 1emmding him of the 
1 0 ditemmas to which lie had been reduced by 

former precipitatio i 
Peregrine tool 953 aution in good part, and pro. 
miſed to behave ry ſuch circ umqp tion, as would 
teren him from any troubleſome conſequences for the 
ture: but neverthelci3, behaved the fame evening in 

2 a manner, as plainly ſhewed, that his prudence 

5 nothing elſe than vain ſpeculation. He had made” 
all | appointment to dend the night, as uſual with Mrs. 
Horubeck; 
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Hornbeck; and about nine o'clock haſtened to het 
lodgings, when he was accoſted in the ſtrect by his old 
diſcarded friend, Thomas Pipes, who, without any 
other preamble, told him, thar for all he had turned 
him adrifi, he did not chooſe. to fee him run full fail 
into his enemy's harbour, without giving him timely, 
notice of the danger. * I'll tell you what, (faid he) 
mayhap you think 1 want to curry favour, that I may 
be taken in tow again; if you do, vou have made a 

miitake in your reckoning. I am old enough to he 
laid up, and have wherewithall to keep my planks 
from the wenther. But this here is the affair; I have 
known you fince you were no higher than a Marlin 
ſpike, and ſhou'dn't care to ſee you deprived of your 
rigging at theſe years: whereby I ain informed by 
 Rornbeck's man, who I this afternoon fell in with | 'y 
chance, as how his malter has got intelligence of your 

| boarding his wife, and has ttcered privately into this 
port, with a large complement of hands, in order, 
d' ye tee, to ſecure you while you are under the hatches, 

Now if fo be as how you have a_mind to give him a 
falt ce} for his ſupper, here am I without nope of fee 
or reward, ready to ſtand by you as Jong as my tim- 
bers will ſtick together; and it [ expect any recom- 
pence, may I be bound to eat oakum and drink bilge- 

water for life,” 


Startled at this information, Peregrine 3 


him upon the particulars of his diſcourſe with the lac- 
key; and when he underſtood that Hornheck's intel- 
ligence flowed from the canal of his Flemiſh tvotman, 
he believed every circumſtance of Tom's reps rt, thank- 
ed him for this warning, and after having re: primancde . 
him for his milbebaviour at Lifle, aſſure ed him that 
ſhouid be his own fault if cver they !hoald part again. 
He then deliberated with himſelf whether or not he 
ſhould retor: the purpoſe upon his adverſary ; but, 
when he conſidered that fHornbeck was not the aggrel— 
ſor, and made that unhappy, nufband's cafe his own, 
be could not help acquitting his intention of rev enge; 
thou, Sb 7 
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though, in his opinion, it Oug! ht to have been executed 
in a more honenrable manner; and therefore he de- 
termined to chaſtiſe him ſor his want of {pirit, No— 
thing ſurely can be more nfoleat and unjunt than this 
determination; waich induced. him to pur ih a perions 
for his wont of courage to redrets the inury winch he 
bimſelf had done fo his Tepuration an > pence; and yer 
this barbertty oi techn is authored by the opinion 
and practice of mangind. | 1 | 

With thele ſentements he returned to the inn, and 
putting a pair of piſtols 1-338 pocket, ordered his valet 
de chambre and Pipes 10 follow inm at a ſmall diſtance, 
ſo as that they honid be within caliin cate of neceflity, 
then potted himtelf within thirty yords of his Dulcinra's 
door. There he had net been above half an hour, 
when he perceived four men take their ftatiyn on the 
other hide, with a view, as he gnclled, to watch for 
| 


bis going in, that he mig 11 Be taken UNnaw re. But 


when they had tarjiied a confderable time in the cor- 


ner, without reaping the fruits of their expectation, 


their leader, periuaded that the gallant had gained ad- 
rittance be ſune ſecret means, approached the door 


with bis followers, who, according to the inſtractions 
they bad received, no fooner faw if opened, than they 
ruſted in, caving their employer. in the ſtrett, where 
he thou. ht 618 Per on GT he lenſt endanger: . Zur 
adventier leeing lum alons, advanced with fpeed, 
and clappins a piitel to his breaſt, commanded him 10 
follow his tootiivps, WI: I aut noite, on pain of imme- 
d:ate death, 

- 'Lerrified at this ſuddden «Pp? rition, Hornbeck obeyed 
in frlence ; and in a few minutes they arrived at the 
quay, where Pickle halting, gave him to underſtand, 
that he was no ſtranger to bis villainous dehgn; told 
him, that if be concaved him{clt injured 3 any cir— 
cumſtance of his conduct, he would now give him an 
opportunity of e the wrong, in a eee be- 
coming a man of hondur. „ Lou have a ſword about 


1 


you, (Grid he) or if you don't chooſe to put the affajr 
! 1 


hat jilue, kere 1d à brace: of piſtols, take -which 
5 1 you 


Toms wn 


3 


TTT 


— 


52 THE ADVENTURES OF 

you pleaſe.” Such an addrels could not fail to diſcon. 
cert a man of his character. After ſome heſitation, he 
in a faultering accent denied that his deſign was to 
mutilate Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himſelf en- 
titled to the benefit of the law, by which he would 
have obtained a GIVOICE, if he nbd have procured 
evidence of his witt”s infieiity 3 and with that view he 
had employ? d people to take advantage of the informa- 
tion he had received. With regard to his alternative, 
he declined it entitely, becaute he could not fee win t 
ſatiskaction he ſhould enjoy, in being ſhot through tlic 
head, or run through the lungs, by 2 perſon who had 
already ron; Fed hin in an irrearable manner. Lait- 


ly, his fear male him propoſe, that the 9 ffair figuld | 


be left to the 41 bier ation ot { WO creditalh ie men, altogs 
ther unconcerned in the dit Putze. 


To theſe remonttrances, Peregrine rephied, in bye | 


ſite of a hot-headed young man, conſcious of his ov 
unjultinable behaviou "7 that every JR an ought to 
be a judge of his own nonour; and therefore he would 
ſubmit ty the decihon of no 1m; pire wle ver; that 
he wovld forgive his want of cour age, Wiieh wight by 
a natural infirm ity, bu: his mean Gifimulotion he cont! 
not pardon: that, as he was cartified. of tne ratcgily 
3 of his ambuſcade, by vwloubted tering: nee, 
he would treat him, not with a tetaliatiop of his oben 
treachery, but with ſuch indignity as a fcoundrel de 
ſerves to ſuffer, unleſs he wonid make one effort to 
maintain the character he ailumed in life; fo ſaping, 
he again preſented his piſtol, which being reſected us 
before, he called his two miniſters, and ordered then 
to duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced: and executed atmo? 
in the ſame breath, to the unpſpeakable terror and anor- 
der of the poor ſhivering patient, who having un. ON | 
gone the immerſion, ran about like a drowned r 
ſqueaking for aſſiſtance and revenge. His cries were 
e by the patrole, which, cha neing to paſs that 
way, took him under their protection, and in confe— 
quences of his complaint aud information, went in pur 
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| Fuit of our adventurer and his attendants, who were 
ſoon overtaken and ſurrounded, Rath and inconſide- 
rate as the young gentleman was, he did not pretend to 
fand upon the defenfive, againſt a file of Muſketeers, 
although Pipes had drawn his cutlaſs at their approach, | 
but ſurrendered himſelf without oppoſition, and was 
conveyed to the main guard, where the commanding: 
officer, engaged by his appearance and addreſs, treated 
bim with all imaginable reſpect. Hearing the parti- 
culars of bis adventure, he afſured him, that the prince 
would conſider the whole as a Tour de jeunelſe, and 
order him to be releaſed without delay. 

Next morning, when the gentleman gave in his re- 
port, he made ſuch a favourable repreſentation of the 
priſoner, that our hero was on the point of being diſ- 
charged ; when Hornbeck preferied a complaint, accu- 
ling him of a purpoſed aſſaſſination, and praying that 


ö ſuch puniſhment ſhould be inflicted upon him, as his 


| highneſs ſhould think adequate to the nature of the 
crime, The prince, perplexed with this petition, in 
. conſequence of which he foreſaw, that he muſt diſ- 
oblige a Britiſh ſubject, ſent for the plaintitf, of whom 
be had ſome knowledge, and in perſcn exhorted him 
to drop the proſecution, which would only ſerve to pro- 
agate his own ſhame, But Hornbeck was too much 
incenſed to liſten to any propoſal of that kind, and 
peremptorily demanded juſtice againſt the priſoner, 
whom he repreſented as an obſcure adventurer, who 
had made repeated attempts upon his honour and his 
lite. Prince Charles told him, that what he had ad- 
viſed was in the capacity of a friend, but, fnce he in- 
| lifted upon his acting as a a _mkgiſtrate, the affair ſhould 
be examined, and determined according to the dictates 
of juttice and truth, | 
The petitioner being diſmiſſed with this promiſe, the 
| defendant was in his turn brought before the judge, 
| whofe prepoſſeſſion in his favour was in a great mea- 
ſure weakened, by what his antagoniſt had ſaid to the 
| prejudice of his birth and reputation, 
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Peregrine 7s releaſed. Jolter confounded at his myfte.| 
rious conduct. A conteſt happens between the poet ani} 
painter, who are reconciled by the mediation of they | 


fellow travellers. 


UR hero, underſtanding from ſome exprefſions | 

which eſcaped the prince, that he was conſidered 
in the light of a ſharper and aſſaſſin, begged that he“ 
might have the liberty of ſending for ſome vouchers, | 
that would probably vindicaie his character from the 
malicious aſperſion of his adverſary. This permithon| 
being granted, he wrote a letter to his governor, de- 


firing that he would bring to him the letters of re. 


commendation which he had received from the Britiſ | 
embaſſador at Paris, and ſuch other papers as hef 
thought conducive to evince the importance of his f-,“ 


tuation. | 


he billet was given in charge to one of the ſubal-þ | 
tern officers on duty, who carried it to the inn, and! 
demanded to ſpeak with Mr. Jolter. Pallet, who hap-þ - 


pened to be at the door, when this metſenger arrived, 


and heard him inquire for the tutor, ran directly tof 


that gentleman's apartment, and in manifeſt diſorder 
told him, that a huge fellow ot a ſoldier, with a mon- 


ſtrous pair of whiſkers, and a fur cap, as big asf. 
buſhel, was aſking for him at the door. The por 
governor began to ſhake at this intimation, though he“ 
was not conſcious of having committed any thing thitÞ 
« 1 2 
could attract the attention of the ſtate. When che] 
officer appeared at his chamber- door, his confuſion in- 
created to ſuch a degree, that his perception icemed to 


vaniſh, and the fubaltero repeated the purport of lis 


errand three times. before he could comprehend hs 
meaning, or venture to receive the letter which he 
preſented. At length, he ſummoned all his torntuds, 


and having peruſed the epiſtle, his terror funk into an- 


kiety. His ingenious fear immediately ſuggeſted, that 


Peregrui: 
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| Peregrine was confined in a dungeon, for ſome out- 


rage he had committed, He ran with great agitation 


to a trunk, an taking out a bundle of papers, fol- 
Ve. 33 his eonductor, being attended by the painter, to 
ad, Whom he had hinted his apprehenion. When they 
Heir * paſſed through the guard winch was under arms, the 
ſears of both died within them; and when they came 
£1 into the prelence, there was ſuch an expreſſion of aw- 
ons, ful horror on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, 
erel“ * obſerving his diſmay, was pleated to encourage him 
the) with an aſſurance, that he had nothing to fear. Thus 
bers comforted, he recollected himſelf ſo Well as to under- 
tue] ſtand his pupil, when he deſired him to produce the 
on] zmbaſſador's letters, ſome of which being open, were 
de.] immediately read by bis highneſs, who was perſonally | 
Tet acquainted with the writer, and knew ſeveral of the 
itil noblemen to whom they were addreſſed. Theſe re- 
be] commendations were io warm, and repreſented the 
S lip young gentleman in ſuch an advantageous light, that 
| the prince, convinced of the injuſtice his character had 
bal-F fſuffered by the miſrepreſentations of Hornheck, took 
and] our hero by the hand, aſked pardon for the doubth he 
13p-F | had entertained of his honour, declared him from that 
vec, moment at libe:ty, ordered his domeſticks to be en- 
%  Jarged, and offered him his countenance and protec- 
der] tion, as long as he ſhould remain in the Auſtrian 
none Netherlands. At the fame time, he cautioned him 
as a againſt indiſcretion in the courſe of his gallantries; and 
poor ge took his word and honour, that he od drop all 
h ne meaſures of reſentment againſt the perſon of Horn- 
that bock, during his reſidence in that place. 
che The de -linquent, thus honourably acquitted, thanked 
ms the prince in the moſt reſpectful manner, for his ge- 
d to neroſity and candour, and retired with his two friends, 
us who were amazed and þewildered in their thoughts, at 
WF what they had ſeen and heard, the whole adventure 
be Gil remaining without the ſphere of their comprehen- 
ude, fron, which was not at all enlarged by the unaccount— 
An- able appearance of Pipes, Who, with the valet de 
that e joined them at che caſtie- gate. Had Jolter 
ride | been 
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56 THE ADVENTURES OF 
been a man of a luxuriant imagination, his brain would 
undoubtedly have toifered in the inveſtigation of his 
pupil's myſterious conduct, which he ſtrove in vain to 
unravel ; but his intellects were too ſolid to be affected 
by the miſcarriage of his invention; and as Peregrine 
did not think proper to make him acquainted with the 
cauſe of his being apprehended, he contented him 
ſelf with ſuppoſing, that there was a Oe in the 
caſe. | 
The painter, whoſe imagination was of a more | 
flimſy texture, formed a thouſand chimerical conjec- 
tures, which he communicated to Pickle, in imperfect 
inſinuations, hoping, by his anſwers and behaviour, 
to diſcover the truth; ; but the youth, in order to tan. 
talize him, eluded all his inquiries, with ſuch appear- 
ance of induſtry and art, as heightened bis coriolity, 
while it diſappointed his ann, and inflamed him to ſuch 
a degree of impatience, that his wits began to be un- 
ſettled. Then Peregrine was fain to recompoſe his 
brain, by telling him in confidence, that he had been 
arreſted as a ſpy. This ſecret he found more intole- 
rabie than his former uncertainty; he ran from one 
apartment to another, like a. gooſe in the agonies of 
egg-laying, with intention of d:tburdening this import 
Ant load; but Jolter being engaged with his pupil, 
and all the people of the houſe ignorant of the only 
language he could ſpeak, he was compelled, with in- 
finite reluctance, to addreſs himfelr to the doctor, who 
was at that time, ſhut up in bis own chamber, Hav- 
ing knocked at the door to no purpoſe, he peeped 
through the key-hoje, and faw the phyſician fitting 
at a table, with a pen in one hand, and paper be- 
fore him, his head reclined upon his other hand, 
and his eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had Bend 
entranced. Pallet, concluding.that he was under the 
power of ſome convuilion, endeavour:d to force the 
door open, and the noiſe of his «forts recalled the 
doctor from his reverie. This poctical republican, 
being ſo diſagreeably diſturbed, ſtarted up in a paſſion, 
and opening the door, no ſooner perceived who hat 
| | inter- 
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' mterrupted him, than he flung it in his face with great 
C2 fory, and curſed him for his jmpertivent intruß ion, 
which had deprived him of the moſt delightful viſion 

| that everregaled the human fancy. He imagined, (as 


© he afterwards imparted to P. eregrin e) that as ; he enjoy- 


: 


. ©: [Nd alli CA Ard ing all the ym, ron 18 of the phy 


CEC 

* Þ » 
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ed himſelf in walking through the flowry plain that 
borders on Parnaſſus, he was met by a venerable ſage, 
v hom by 1 certain divine vivacity, that lightened from 
bis eyes, he inſtantly knew to he the immortal Pindar. 
| He was immedia ate ly ſtruck with reverence and awe, 


and proſtrated himfelf before the apparition, which 


8 taking him by the hand lifted him gently from the 
ground; and With words more tweet than the hor ey 
of che Hybla bees, told him, that of ali the moderns, 
he alone was e by that celeſtial impulſe by which 


„ 


Himfelf had been inſhired, when he produced his moſt 
applauded odle 80 ſaving, he led him up the 


* fered hill, perf ſradled tim to drink 2 copious draught 
of the waters of the Mppocrene, and then preſen ted 
{him to the harmorious nine, who Ong his to: nplcs 


with: 4 lat ure! WIead th, 


Vo wonder that he was enraged to nd himſelf cut 
of from Reer ſublime foctety le raved 1 in Greek 
' agalnſt the invader, who : as {0 big with his own pur- 
1 pole, her unmind l ot the diſgrace he had ſuſtained, 


/ 


lician '$ 


# 


dipleature, hie applied his mouth to the door, in an 
feager tone, Il hold YOu any Wager (ind ne) that I 


neſs the ue cauls of Mr. Pic ESE ＋ 8 impriſin yument.““ 


To this challenge he received no! reply z and therefore 


repeated it adding 6 I ;zuppoſe you imagine he was ta- 


51 


ken up for fahting a di zel, or affronting a nobleman, 


1 


or lying vel th 1 man's wite, OT ine ſuch matter 4 
ns ON rad | you never was more miſtaken in your lite, 


d Þ'll lay my Cleopatra, againſt your Homer's head, 


- 25 at in fou; and twenty hours you ſhan't light on the 
i Ti ue real. on. | 


The favourite of the muſes, exaſperated at this vex- 


| atious pe erſeverance of the pan ter, Who ne imagined 


had come to teize and inſult him, © 1 would (fad he) 
lacra- 
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ſacrifice a cock to E ſculapius, were I aſſured that 
any perſon had been taken up for extirpating ſuck 
a troubleſome Goth as you are from the face of the 
earth. As for your bozked Cleopatia, which you fay 
was drawn from your own wife, I believe the copy has 
much of the v #4», as tne original. But were 
it me, it thould be hung up in the temple of Cloaci. 
na, as- the picture of that noddels ; for any other a. 
part? ne wound be dilgraced by its appearance.“ 
& Hark ye, Sir, (rephed- Pallet, enraged in his turn 
at this conrempiuous mention of his darling n Sth | 
ance) you may make as free with my wife as you Þ 
think proper but ware my works, thoſe are the chil- 
dren of my fancy, conceived by the glowing imagina- 
tion, and formed by ihe art of my own bands : and 
you yourſelf are a Goth, and a Turk and a Tartw, 
and an impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat with 
ſuch diſreſpect | a production which, in the opinions of 
all the conno1ti-urs of the age will, when finithed, be 
a maſter-piece in its kind, and do honour to human 
genius and {kijl. So I fay again and again, (andi 
care not though your friend Playtor heard me) that 
you have no more taſte than a drayman' s horſe, and! 
thoſe fooliſh notions of 8 ancients ought to be drub- 
bed out of you with a good codgel, that you might 
learn to treat men of Ye arts with more veneration. Per- 
haps you may not always be in the company of ons 
who will hallo for aſſiſtance, when you are on tte 
brink of being chaſtiſed for your inſolence, as J did, 
when you brought upon yourself the reſentment of 
that Scot, who, by the Lard ! would have paid yon 
both ſcot and lot, as Falſta if ſays, it the French officer 
had not put him in arreſt,” | 

The phyſician to this declamation, which was con- 
veyed through the key hole, anjwered, that he (the 
painter) was a fellow ſo infinitely below his conſiders 
tion, that his conſcience uphraided him with no action 
of his life, except that of chooſing uch a wretch tor 
his companion and fellow traveller. That he bad 
viewed his character through the medium of gocc— 
Natit 
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had forgot the chamher-pots of Aloſt. 


A hand, Ops! ied tl. 
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ture and compaſtion, which had prompted him to 


give Pallet an opportunity of acquiring ſome new ideas 


under his immediate inſtruction; but he had abuſed 

his goodneſs and condeſcenſion in tuch a flagrant man- 
ner, that he was now determined to diſcard him entire- 
ly from his acquaintance, and det red him, for the pre- 


ſent, to take himſelf away, on pain of being kicked 


for his preſumption. 


Pallet was too much nents to be intimidated by 


this threat, which he retorted with great virulence, 


defying him to come forth, that it micht appear which 
of them was beſt ſkilled in that pedeſtrian exerciſe, 
which he immediately began to practiſe againſt the door 
with ſuch thund ing 
of Pickle and his governor, who coming out into the 
paſſage, and feeing him thus employed; aſsed if he 
taat he ventur- 
ed to bzhave in ſuen a marner, as entitled him to a fe- 
cond preſcription of the {ame nature 

The doctor under ſtandipg t) 


e dor in a Dointchng nd ſvringing upon 


have en: wed, to the inne ſatisfaction of dur hero, had 
not Jolter, to the naniteſt G of Eis own perſon, in- 
terpoſ:d, aud partiy by force and partiy by exhorrations, 
it was fairly begun, 
After having demonſtrated the indecency of tuch a vul - 
gar rencounter betwixt two 


and 91 Tered his Food ofices towards ai acconiury. „dation. 
Peregrine alſo leciagg the fray was fipiſhed, exprefled 


himielf to the ſame purpoſe; and the painter, for ob- 
vious reasons, 


d:clining an explanation, his antagoniſt 
told the youth what a mortifyi: ig interrupt on he had 
ſuffered by the umpertinent intruſion of Pallet, and 
varticulars of his viſion, as 
The arbite 


ſhould make ſome attonement for his tranſgreſſion. 


Upon which the painter oblerved, that howſoever he 


ta 
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application, as reached the ears 


tliere was company at 


fellow citizens In a fortign 
Fand, ne begged to know the cauſe. of their d! :Mcnfion, 


ow: ed the provocation | 
was not to be endured, and . eed, that the offender 
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might have been diſpoſed to make acknowledgmentzs, 
if the phyſician had ſignified his diſpleaſure like a gen- 
tleman, the complainant had now forfeited all claim tg 
any ſuch conceſſions, by the vulgar manner in which he! 


had reviled him and his productions ; obterving that iff 


he (the painter) had been inclined to report his flande. 
rous inſinvations, the republican's own works would] 


have afforded ample ſubject for his ridicule and] 3 


cenſure. 
After divers diſputes and repreſentations, peace was 


at length concluded, on condition, that for the future 


the doctor ſhould never mention Cleopatra, unleſs bh: 
could ſay ſomething in her praiſe z and that Pallet, ir 


conſideration of his having been the firſt aggreſſor, 


ſhould make a ſketch of the phyſician's viſion, to be 
engraved and Feen to the next edition of his odes, 


CHAP. LXII. 


Tue travellers depart for Antwerp, at which pur N 


the Painter gives a looje io his enthuſiaſm, 


UR ade enturer Laflled:; in all TR efforts to retricy: | | 


his loſt Amanda, yielded at length to the remon- 
ſtrances cf his governor and fellow-travellers, who, 


out of pure compliance to him, had exceeded then 


intended ftay by ſix days at leaſt; and a couple d 0 


- 


mw * 


poſt-chaiſes, with three riding horſes, being hired the 


departed from Bruilels in the 1 morning, dined at Moch. 
ln, and arrived abuut eight in the evening at the ve 


nerable city of Antwerp. During ihis days journey 


Pallet was elevated to an uncommon flow of ſpirits 
with the proſpect of ſeeing the birth place of Rubens 
for whom he proleſted an enthu. attic admiration, Et 
ſwore, that the pleaiure he felt was equal to that of all 
Muſtciman on the lait day of his pilgrim» ge to Mecca; 
and that he already conſidered bintelf a native 0 

Antwerp, it being lo intimately acquainte with thel 

fo juſtly boaſted citizen, from whom at certain june 

tures, he could not help believing himſelf derived, be 
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Avoca berrs 3 upon which the reverend bard preduced his 
tive SN bacedy of Oe ew , as a work which he had 
n chelf quit finiſhed 3 which being peruſed, inſtead of being 
juni Keclered untound of underſtanding, he was diſiniſſed 
ed, DW, OL J. | with 
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threatened, in plain terms, tv | 
his intellects, and apply to the chancellor for a com- 
mittee. | 
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man with ſurpriſing facility, and his face wanted no- 
thing but a pair of whiſkers and a beard to exhibit the 


"2 expreſs image of the Fleming's countenance. He told 
them he was fo proud of this reſemblance, that in or- 
der to fender it more ſtriking, he had at one time of 
his life reſolved to keep his face ſacred trom the razor; 
and in that purpoſe had perſevered, notwithſtanding 
the continual reprehenhions of Mrs. Pallet, who be- 
ing then with- child ſaid, his aſpect was fo hideous 


that ſhe dreaded a miſcarriage every. hour, until ſhe 


dipute the ſanity of 


The doctor on this occaſion obſerved, that a man 


Who is not proof againſt the ſolicitations or a woman, 


can never expect to makg a great figure in life; that 


painters and poets zucht to cultivate no wives but the 


muſes; or if they are, by the accidents. of fortune, 


encumbered with families, they ſhould carefully guard 


againſt that pernicious weakneſs, falſely honovred with 
the appellation of aatural affection, and pay no man- 


ner of regard to the impertinent culionms of the world. 
% Granting that you had been for a ſhort time deemed 


a lunatic, (1:1 he) you might have 2cquitted yourſelf 


honourably of that inputation, by ſome performance 
that would have raiſed your character above all cenſure, 
Sophocles himſelf himſelf, that celebrated tragic poet, 
who for the ſweetnels of his verification, was ſtile 


be, OF Ze bee, in his old age ſuſfered the ſame ac- 
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tuſation from his own children, who ſceing him neglect 
his family atfzirs, and devote himſelf entirely to poetry, 


| carried him before the magiſtrate, as a man whoſe in- 
n. He kllects were ſo much impaired by the infirmitics of age, 


dtuat he was no longer fit to manage his domeſtic con- 


cauſe his own pencil adopted the manner of that great 
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with admiration and applauſe. I wiſh your beard and 
whiſkers had been ſanctioned by the like authority; 
though I am afraid you would have been in the 
predicament of thoſe diſciples of a certain philoto- 
pher, who drank decoctions of cummin-ſeeds, that 
their faces might adopt the paleneſs of their maſter's 
complexion, hoping, that in being as wan, they would 
be as learned as their teacher.“ The painter, fung 
with this ſarcaſm, replied, or like thoſe Virtuoſi, who 
by repeating Greek, eating ſilikickaby, and pretend. 


Ing to ſce viſions, think they equal the ancients in tale FE: 
and genius.” The phyſician retorted, Pallet rejoined, | 
and the altercation continued until they entered the! 


gates of Antwerp, when the admirer of Rubens broke 
Forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an end to 


the diſpute, and attracted the notice of the inhabitants, 


many of whom, by ſhrugging up their ſhoulders and 


pointing to their foreheads, gave ſhrewd indications,“ 
that they believed him a poor gentleman aifordered inf 


his brain. | 


They had no ſooner alighted at the inn, than thi; ö 


pſuedo enthuſiaſt propoſed to viſit the giert church, 1 
which he had been informed ſome of his maſter's piece 
were to be ſeen; and was remarkably chagrined, when 


he underſtood that he could not be admitted till nextÞ 
day. He roſe next morning by day-break, and dilfturtg 
ed his fellow-travellers in ſuch a noiſy and clameroup | 


manner, that Peregrine determined to puniſh him with 


tome new infliction, and while he put on his clout 
actually formed the plan of promoting a dus! betweelp 
him and the doctor: in the management of Which 
promiſed himſelf tore of entertainment, from the be 


kaviour of both. | 


Being provided with one of thoſe domeſtics ho a 
always in waiting to offer their ſervices to trangers oe 
their firſt arrival, they were conducted to the houle of 
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2 gentleman who had an excellent co. 
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them all by the lump, becauſe Pickle had told him 
beforehand, that there was not one performance of 
Rubens among the number, 


The next place they viſited, was what is called the 


academy of painting, furniſhed with a number of paul- 
try pieces, in which our painter recognized the ſtile of 
Peter Paul, Kkhith many expreitions of admiration, on 
the ſame ſort ot previous intelligence, | | 
From this repoſitory they went to the great church 
and being led to the tomb of Rubens, che whimſical pain- 
ter fell upon his knees, and worſhipped, with ſuch ap- 
earance of deyotion, that the attendant, ſcandalized 
at his ſuperſtition, pulled him up, obſerving with great 
warmth, that the perion buried in that place was no 


faint, but as great a ſinner us himſelf ; and that if he 
was ſpiritually diſpoſed there was a chapel of the 


Bleſſed Virgin, at the diſtance of three yards on the 
right hand, to which he might retire. He thought it᷑ 
was encumbent upon him to manifeſt ſome extraordi- 
nary inſpiration, while he reſided on the ſpot where 
Rubens was bora; and therefore his whole behaviour 


Was an affectation of rapture, expreſſed in diſtracted 
exclamations, convulhte ſtarts, 


and uncouth geſti- 
culations. In the midſt of this frantic beha- 
viour, he faw an old Capuchin with a white beard, 


mount the pulpit, and hold forth to the congregation _ 
with ſuch violence of emphatis and geſture, as capti- 
vated his fancy; and bawling aloud, „ Zounds! what 
an excellent Paul preaching at Athens!“ he pulled a 
pencil and a ſmall memorandum-book from his pocket, 
and began to take a ſketch of the orator, with great 


engerneſs and agitation, ſaying, * Egad ! friend Ra- 
phael, we ſhall ſee whether you or I have got the beſt 


Knack at trumping up an Apoſtle,” This appearance 
revs of diſfreſpect gave offence to the audience, which began 
, to mur nur againſt this heretic libertine; when one of 
the prieſts belonging to the choir, in order to prevent 


þ ay ill conſequence from their diſpleaſure, came and 
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told him in the French language, that ſuch lihert'e; 
were not permitted in their religion, a 1d adviied him 
to lay aſide his impliments, leſt the people ſhould take 
umbrage at huis deſign, and be provoked to punifh him 
as a profane jcoſter at their worſhip. 

The painter feeing himfelf addreſſed by a friar, who, 
while he ſpoke, bowed with great complaiſance, 1 ima- 
gined that he was a begging brother come to ſuppl; 
cate his chari'y ; and his attention being quite engrof. 
ed by the deſign he was making, he patted the prieſt's 
ſhaven crown with his hand, ſaying Oter tems, oter ter; 
and then reſumed his pencil with great earneſtneſi 
*I,h- eccleſiaſtic perceiving that the ſtranger did not 
comprehend his meaning, pulled him by the fleeve, 
and explained him ſelf in the Latin tongue: upon which 
Pallet provoked. ar his intruſion, cork d him aloud f for 


an impudent beggarly ſon of a whore; and taking cur | 


a ſhilling, flung it upon the payement, with manifeſt 
Hens of Indignation. 

Some of the common people, enraged to ſee their 
religion contemned, and their prieſts inſulted at thr 
very altar, roſe from their ſeats, and ſurrounding the 
aſtoniſhed painter, one of the number ſnatched his book 
from his hand, and tore it in a thouſand pieces. F right: 
ened as he was, he could not help crying, “ Fire and 
fagots! all my favourite ideas a gone to e 
and was in danger of being very roughly handled by 
the crowd, had not Peregrine BY ed in, and allure 
them, that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, wh 
laboured under a tranſport of the brain. Thos 
who underſtocd the French language communica- 
ted this information to the reſt 3 io that he eſcaped 
without any other chaſtiſement, 'than' that of being 
obliged to retire, And as tt 5 could not ſee the fa. 
mous delcent upon the crois till after the ſervice was 
finiſhed. they were conducted by their domeſtic to the 
hovie of a painter, where they found a beggar ſtand- 
Ing for his picture, and the artiſt actually employed in 


repreſenting a huge louſe that crawled vpon his ſhoul- 
der. 
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drawn from the place, proteſted that kis whole faculties 


profeſſed himſelf more than ever enamoured of the 


| ing themſelves on the floor of his painting room. 
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der, Pallet was wonderfully pleaſed with this circum- 
tance, which he faid was altogether a new thought, 
and an excellent hint, of which he would make his 
advantage: and in the courſe of his ſurvey of this 
Fleming's performances, perceiving a piece in which 
wo flies were engaged upon the carcaſs of a dog halt 
devoured, he ran to his brother bruſh, and ſwore he 
was worthy of being a fellow-citizen of the immortal 
Rubens. He then lamented, with many expreſſions of 
orief and reſentment, that he had loſt his common 
place-book, in which he had preſerved a thouſand con- 
ceptions of the ſame ſort, formed by the accidental ob- 
jects of his ſenſes and imagination; and took an op- 
portunity of telling his feJlow-travellers ; that in exe- 
cution he had equalled, if not exceeded, the two an- 
cient painters who vied with each other in the repre- 
{entation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes; for he 
had exhibied the image of a certain object ſo like to 
nature, that the bare tight of it {et a whole hog-ſty in 
an uproar. | | 

When he had examined and applauded all the pro- 
ductions of this nunute artiſt, they returned to the great 
church and were entertained with the view of that cele- 
brated maſter piece of Rubene, in which he has introduc= 
ed the portraits of lumfeif and his whole family. The 
doors that conceal this capital performance were no 
ſooner vnfou;ded, than our enthuſiaſt, debarred the uſe of 
ſpeech, by a previous covenant with his friend Pic- 
kle, lifted up his hands and eyes, and putting him- 
ſelf in the attitude of Hamlet when his father's ghoſt 
appears, adored in ſilent ecſtacy and awe. He even 
made a merit of neceſſity; and when they had with- 


were ſwallowed up in love and admiration, He now | 
Flemiſh ſchool, raved in extravagant encomiums, and 
propoſed that the whole company ſhould pay homage 


to the memory of the divine Kubens, by repairing 
torthwith to the houſe in which he lived, and proſtrat- 
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As there was nothing remarkable in the tenement, 
which had been rebuilt more than once fince the death 
of that great man, Peregrine excuſed himſelf from 
"complying with tne propotal, on pretence of being fa. 
tigued with the circuit they had already performed. 
Jolter declined it for the ſame reaſon; and the queſt; In 
being put to the doctor, he refuſed his company with 
an air of diſdain. Pallet, piqued at his contemptuons 
manner, aſked if he would not go and fee the habita- 
tion of Pindar, provided he was in the city where the 
poet lived? And when the phyiician obſerved, that 
there was an infinite difference between the men 
„% That I'II allow, (replied the painter) for the devil 
a poet ever lived in Greece or Troy, that was worthy 
to clean the pencils of our beloved Rubens.“ The 
phyſician could not with any degree of temper and 
forbearance hear this outrageous blaſphemy, for which, 
he ſaid, Pallet's eyes ought to be picked ont by owls: 
and the diſpute aroſe, as uſual, to ſuch ſecurities or 
language and indecency of behaviour, that the paticn- 
gers began to take notice of their animoſity ; and! Pe. 
regrine was s obliged to interpoſe, for his own credit. 


Cu A P. LXIII. 


Peregrine artfully Foment a quarrel beten Pali, 
and the phyſician, who night a dul on the rum. 
Paris. EE N 


HE painter betook himgelf to the houſe of th: 

Flemiſh Raphael, and the reſt of the company 
went back to their lodgings ; where the young gentle. 
man, taking the advantage of being alone with th 
phyfician, recapitulated all the affronts he had ſul 
tained from the painter's petulance, aggravating eve! 
circumſtance of the diſgrace, and adviſing him, in -the 
capacity of a friend, to take care of his honour, - wh 
could not fail to ſuffer in the opinion of the world, 
he allowed himſelf to be inſulted with impunity, b 
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upon the timidity of the painter, who was likewiſe 
too much of a Grecian to approve ſingle combat, in 
zy other way than that of . an exerciſe in 
Which he was well ſkilled, had not they been accom- 
panied with an infinuation, that his antagoniſt was no 


[mated by this aſſurance; our ſecond Rubens ſet the 
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one ſo much his inferior in every degree of conſi— 
deration. 
The phyſician affured him, that Pallet had hitherto 
eſcaped chaſtiſement, by being deemed an object un- 
worthy his reſentment, and in conſideration of the 
wretch's family, for which his compaiſion was inte- 
reſted; but, that repeated injuries would inſlame the 
moſt benevolent ditpofition :; and although he could 
find no precede nt of duelling among the Greeks and 
Romans, whom he conſidered às the patterns of de- 
meanour, Pallet ſhould no longer avail himſelf of his 
veneration for the ancients, but be puniſhe 0 for the 
very next offence he ſhould commit. | 
Having thus ſpirited vp the doctor to a reſolution, 
from which he could not decently fwerve, our adven— 
turer acted the incendiary with the other party alſo 
giving him to _underitand, that the phyſician treated 
his character with ſuch contempt, and bchaved to Mm. 
with ſuch infolence, as no gentleman ought to bear 
that for his own part, he was every day put out af 
countenance by then mutual animohty, v which appears 
ed 1n nothing "bor + ulgar exprefiions, more becoming 
ſhoe-boys. and oiſter women, than men of honour and 
ducation; and therefore he mould be obliged, con- 

frary. to his inclination, to break off all correipondence 

with them both, if they would not tall upon fome me- 
tod to retrieve the dignity of their characters. 
These fepreient tions would have had little fe 


* 


Hector, and that he might humble him into any con— 
ceſſion, without running the lealt perfonal riſk. Ani- 


trumpet of defiance to his mouth, ſwore that he va- 
lued not his life a ruſn, when his honour was concern- 
ed, and entreated Mr. Pickle to be the bearer of a 
challenge, Which he would inſtantly commit to writing. 

The 
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The miſchievous fomentor highly applauded this ma- 
nifeſtation of courage, by which he was at liberty to 
cultivate his friendſhip and ſociety ; but declined the 
office of carrying the billet, that his tenderneſs of Pa]. 
let's reputation might not be miſinterpreted into ay 
officious deſire of promoting quarrels. At the fame 
time he recommended Jom Pipes, not only as a very 
proper meſſenger on this occation, but alſo as a trulty 
ſecond in the field. The magnanimous painter touk 
his advice, and retiring to his chamber, penned a 
challenge in theſe terms. 


«STR, 
HEN I am heartily provoked, I fear not the 
devil himſelf; much Iefs — — I will not 


call you a pedantic coxcomb, nor an unmannerly fellow, 
becauſe theſe are the hippythets of the wulgar: but, re- 
member, ſuch as you are, I neyther love you nor fear 
vou; but, on the contrary, expect ſatisfaction for your 
udactous behaviour to me, on divers occaſions; and 
will, this evening, in the twilight, meet you on the 
ramparts with word and pi fol, where the Lord has 
mercy on the ſoul of one of us; for your body ſhall 
find no favour with your incenſed defier, Ull death, 

LAYMAN PALLET. 


This reſolute defiance, after having been ſubmitt«« 


to the peruſal, and honoured with the approbation of. 


our youth, was committed to the charge of Pipes, who, 
according to his orders, delivered jt in the aiternoon ; 
and brought for anſwer, that the phyſician would at- 
tend him at the appointed time and place. "The chal- 
lenger was evidently diſcompoſed at the unexpected 
news of this acceptance, and ran about the houſe in 
great diſorder, in queſt of Peregrine, to beg his fur- 
ther advice and aſſiſtance; but, underitanding that the 
youth was engaged in private with his adverſary, he 
began to ſuſpect ſome colluſion, and curſed himſelf for 
kis folly and precipitation. ile even entertained ſome 
thovghts of retracting his invitation, and ſubmitting 

10 


|:cond, but in reality, with a view of "obtaining his 
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o the triumph of his antagoniſt : but, before he would 
ſtoop to this opprobrious condeſcenfion, he reſolved to 


ty another expedient, which might be the means of 


faving both his character and perſon. In this hope he 


rilited Mr Joiter, and very gravely defired he would 
Line ſo good as to undertake the office of his fecond, in 


z duel which he was to fight that evening with the 


| ghyſician. 


The governor, inſtead of anſwering his expettation, 


in expreſſing fear and concern, and breaking forth in- 
to exclamations of, © Good God! gentlemen, what 
dye mean? You hall not murther one another, while 


it is in my power to prevent your purpoſes. I will 


go directly to the governor of the place, who ſhall in- 
| erpole his authority.” I ſay, inſtead of theſe and 
other friendly menaces of prevention, Jolter heard the 
propoſal with the 1.:-lt phlegmatic tranquility, and ex- 
cuſed himſelf from accepting the honour he intended 
for him, on account of his character and htuation, 
which would not permit him to be concerned in any 
ſuch rencounters. Indeed this mortitying reception 
was owing to a previous hint from Peregrine, who 


dreading ſome ſort of interruption from his governor, 
hd made him acquainted with his deſign, and aſſured 
him, that the affair ſhould not be brought to any dan- 


gerous iſſue. 


Thus diſappointed, the dejeRed challenger was over- 


whelmed with perplexity and diſmay ; and in the ter- 
zors of death or mutilation, reſolved to deprecate the 
wrath of his enemy, and conform to any ſubmiſſion he 
ſhould purpoſe: when he was accidentaily encountered 
by our adventurer, who with demonſtrations of infinite 
fatsfaction, told him in confidence, that his billet had 


tirown the doctor into an agony of conſternation ; 


[that his acceptance of his challenge was a meer effort 
of deſpair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the 
tender, and diſpoſe him to liſten to terms of accommo- 
dation: that he had imparted the letter to him with 


fear and trembling, on pretence of engaging him as a 


good | 


70 THE ADVENTURES OF 
good offices in promoting a reconciliation 3 © but, per. W;ou 
ceiving the ſituation of his mind, (added our hero,) nei 
thought it would be more for your henour to baffle hi; Wyor 
expectation 3 and therefore I readily undertook the Hane 
taik of attending him to the field, in full aſſurance, WDor 
that he will there humble himſelf before you, even t» Ei; 
proſtration. In this ſecurity, you may go and pre. Whrac 
pare your arms, and beſpeak the aſſiſtance of Pipes, fu! 
who will ſquire you in the field, while 1 keep myſet Wow 
up, that our correſpondence may not be ſuſpected h Wtimc 
the phyſician.” Pallet's ſpirits, that were ſunk te de. Whe c 
jection, roſe at this encouragement to all the infolence you 
of triumph; he again declaring his contempt of dan. Wiruft 
ger, and his piſtols being loaded and accommodate! do 
with new flints, by his truſty armour-bearer, he wait-Wofn 
ed without flinching, for the hour of battle, haz 
On the firſt approach of twilight, ſomebody knock. . Y 
ed at his door, and Pipes having opened it at his de. Pipe 
fire, he heard the voice of his antagoniſt pronounce, Hebt 
« Tell Mr. Pallet that J am going to the place Hi yc 
appointment.” The painter was not a little ſurpris dh het. 
at this anticipation, which fo ill agreed with the in- ier) 
formation he had received from Pickle ; and his concembetfo 
beginning to recur, he fortified himſelf with a gv 
bumper of brandy, which, hewever, did not overcone{WThi: 
the anxiety of his thoughts, Nevertheleſs, he tet cherte 
on the expedition with his ſecond, betwixt whom 2nicco! 
himſelf the following dialogue paſſed, in their way are 
the ramparts. * Mr. Pipes, (taid the painter, witnſito m 
diſordered accent) methinks the doctor was in a peſts 


ende 
lent hurry with that meſſage of his.“ Ey, ey, (an ittelf 
ſwered Tom) 1 do ſuppoſe he longs to be foul or you. Wien! 
& What! (replied the other) d'ye think he thirſts Wipe 
ter my blood? «© To he ſure a does,” (faid Tips vou! 
_ thruſting a large quid of tobacco in his check, witliſing | 
great deliberation.) If that be the caſe, (cri: Pa:WMhced 
let, beginning to ſhake) he is no better than a San 
bal, and no chriſtian ought to fight him on equal fo! 
ing.“ Tom obſerving his emotion, eyed him witli: 
frown of indignation, faying, “ You an't afraid, 47 

| | | You ' 


vith! 
d, art 


vou! 
1 


Don't you think he will!?“ 


brace of bullets through your bows, and kills you 
urly, it is no more murder than if I was to bring 
| | 2 33 EE -* 
down a noddy from the main-top-ſail-yard.,”” By this 
time Pallet's teeth chattered with ſuch violence, that 


jou ſeem to make very little of a man's life; but I 
truſt in the Almighty, I ſhall not be ſo eaſily brought 


down. 


hazard of falling by the hand of my adverſary ?” 


pot. Foot to foot ! (exclaimed the terrified pain- 
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ou?“ © God forbid! (replied the challenger, ſtam- —_ 
mering with fear) what ſhould I be afraid of? The bb 
worſt he can do, 1s to take my life, and then he'll be 7 
zuſwerable both to God and man for the murder: 
« I think no ſuch mat- 
ter; (anſwered the ſecond) if fo be as how he puts a 


he could fcarce pronounce this reply, “ Mr. Thomas, 


Sure many. a man has fought a duel, without 
bling his life. Do you imagine that J run ſuch a 


« You may, or you may not, (ſaid the unconcerned 
Pipes) juſt as it happens. What then? Death is a 
debt that every man owes, according to the ſong ; and 
if you ſet toot to foot, I think one of you muſt go to 
ter) that's downright butchery ; and I'll be damn'd 
before J fight any man on earth in ſuch a barbarous 
way, What! d'ye take me to be a ſavage beaſt?” 
his declaration he made while they aſcended the ram- 

parts. His attendant perceived the phyſician and his 
kcond at the diſtance of an hundred paces before them, 
gave him notice of their appearance, and adviſed him 
to make ready, and behave like a man. Pallet in vain 
endeavoured to conceal his pannic, which diſcovered 
tell in an univerſal trepidation of body, and the la- 
mentable tone in which he anſwered this exhortation of 
Pipes; faying, „I do behave like a man; but you 
would have me act the part of a brute. Are they com- 
ing this way? When Tom told him that they had 
aced about, and admoniſhed him to advance, the nerves 
df his arm refuſed their office, he could not hold out 
is piſtol, and inſtead of going forward, retreated with 
in inſenſibility of motion, till Pipes, placing himſelf 
un the rear, ſet his own back to that of his te 
8 ane 
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and fwore he ſhould not budge an inch farther in that 
direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his maſter 
enjoyed the terrors of the phyſician, which were more 
. _ ridiculous than thoſe of Pallet, becauſe he was more 
intent upon diſguiſing them. His declaration to Pic. 
klein the morning, would not ſuffer him to ſtart an 

objections when he received the challenge; and finding 
that the young gentleman made no offer of mediating 
the affair, bat rather congratulated him on the occaſion, 
when he communicated the painter's billet, all his ef. 
forts conſiſted in ohlique hints, and general reflectiong 
upon the abſurdity of duelling, which was firſt intro 
duced among civiiized nations, by the barbarous Huns 
and Longobards. He likewiſe pretended to ridicule 
the ule of fire arms, which confounded all the diſtinc— 
tions of ſkill and addreſs, and deprived a combatant 
of the opportunity of ſignalizing his perſonal prowels, 

Pickle aſſented to the juſtneſs of his obier-ations; 
but at the fame time repreſented the neceility of com— 

plying with the cuſtoms of the world, (ridiculons as 
they were) on which a man's honour and reputation 
depend. So that f-cing no hopes ot profiting by that 
artifice, the republican's agitation became more and 
more remarkabie; and he propoſed in plain terms, 
that they ſhould contend in armour, like the comba- 
tants of ancient days; for it was but reafonauley that 
they ſhovid practiſe the manner of fighting, fince they 
adopted the dilpoſuion of thoſe iron times. 

Nothing couid have aiforded more diverſion to ouf 
hero, than the ſight of two ſuch duelliſts caſed in iron; 
and he wiſhed that he had promoted the quarrel in 
Bruſſels, where he could have hired the armour of 
Charles the fifth, and the valiant duke of Parma, for 
their accommodation: but as there was no poſhvny 
of furniſhing them cap-a-pee at Antwerp, he perſuad- 
ed him to confor m to the modern uſe of the {word, and 
meet the painter on his own terms; and juſpecting that 
his fear would ſupply him with other excuſes for de- 
clininz the combat „ he comiorted him with ſome di/tant 

| | 3nſfinyations 
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a inſmuations to the preju ice of his adverſary's courage, 
which would, in all p,ybabilicy, cus Horate, before any 
mijchiet couid happen. 

Notwiinitanding this encout 44 he could not 
ſupprets the reluftance With wh e to the field, 
uad dall many a wiſhtu. look 004 ti fhoutder, to 
ke Whether or not his adverſary ws at, his heels. 
When, by tlie advice of his fecond, he too. N 
of the Z bund, and turned about wih his face to the 
enemy, it was not ſo dark, but that Penn could 
percrive the unutaa paleneſs of his couptenance, and 
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there was a naanfelt uborder in his ſpeech, when 
be regretted bis want oc the Pila and Parma, with 
| which. he would 80 madd a teritble no iſe, to aittonmh 
lis toe, in ſpringing forward, and ſinging the hymn to 
battle, in the manner of the. auclents. 
In the mean time, obterving the heſitation of his 
antsgoniſt; Who, far from advancing, ſecmed to re- 
coll, and even leruggle with his 10 ne guefſed the 
[ination of che pe 
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ur olan words be pronounced, was Kized with an uni- 
1. for verlal palhy of his limbs, He would have dropped 
it WI. upon the ground, nad not Pipes tupporte d and 
ſuad-encouraged hum tor ftand upon ns defence: The doc- 
and Wt Contr: ary to his expectation, DONS chat ne had 
« that et flin iched from the ſpot, though he had now perform- 
r Ups fi one nalf of his career, put in practice his ſaſt effort 
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74 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
ed the ears of the affrighted painter, than he recom. 
mended his ſoul to God, and roared for mercy with 
reat vociferation. | 5 


The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, com- 


manded him to yieid, and ſurrender his arms, on pain 
of immediate death; upon which he threw away his 


piſtols and ſword, in ſpite of all tne admonitions and 
even threats of his ſecond, who left him to his fate, 


and went up to his maſter, ſtopping his noſe with figns 
of loathing and abhorrence. TE 

The victor having won the Spolia Opima, granted 
him his life, on condition, that he would on his knees 
ſupplicate his pardon, acknowledge himſelf inferior to 
his conqueror in every virtue and qualification, and 


promiſe for the future to merit his favour by ſubmiſh- 


on and reſpect. Theſe inſolent terms were readily ein- 
braced by the unfortunate challenger, who fairly own- 
ed, that he was not at all calculated for the purpoſe of 
war, and that henceforth he would contend with no 
weapon but his pencil. He begged with great humi- 
lity, that Mr. Pickle would ndt think the worſe of his 
morals for this defect of coerage, which was a na- 
_ tural infirmity inherited from his father, and ſuſpend 
his opinion of his talents, until he ſhould have an op- 
portunity of contemplating the charms of his Cleopa- 
tra, which would be finiſhed in lets than three months, 
Our hero obſerved with an affected air of dijpleaure, 
that no man could be juſtly condemned for being ſub- 
ject to the impreſſions of fear; and therefore his cow- 
ardice might eaſily be forgiven : but, there was ſome— 
thing ſo preſumptuous, diſhoneſt and diſingenuous, in 
arrogating a quality to which he knew he had not the 
ſmalleſt pretenſ:en, that he could not forget his miſbe— 
haviour all at once, though he would condeſcend to 
communicate with him as formerly, in hopes of fecing 

aà reformation in his conduct. Pallet proteſted that 
there was no diſſimulation in the caſe; for he was 1g- 


norant of his own weakneſs, until his reſolution was 


put to the trial: he faithfully promiſed to demean him- 
- $}f, during the remaining part of the tour, with that 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 75 
conſcious modeſty and penitence which became a per- 
ſon in his condition; and, for the preſent, implored 
the afliſtance of Mr. Pipes, in diſembarraſſing him 
fon the ditagreeable conſequence of his fear. 
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The d1&9F exults In His iir % They ſet out for Rot- 
tergem⸗ where they are entertained by tau Dutch 
etlemen in a_pacht, -ahich is overturned in the 
125 e, to the manifefl pazard of the painter's life. 
Troy hend tle even with their entertainers, and 
next day Ti a cabinet of IO; 


OM was accordingly ordercd to miniſter to his 

occaſons; and the conqueror, elaicd with his 
ſucceſs, which he in_a great merfure attributed to his 
manner of attack, and the hymn which he howled, 
told Peregrine, that he was now convinced of the 
truth of what Pinaar ſung in theſe words ofa de me 
ei haleke Zeus, atuzunta boon Pieridon ajoata ; for he 
had no ſooner begun to repeat the mellifiuent (trains of 
tat divine poet, than the wretch his antagoniſt was 
contounded, and his nerves unſtrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on the 
pruJence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and 
aſcribed the co untern ation of Pallet to the remembrance 
ef ſome crime that lay heavy upon his CONSCIENCE 3 lor, 
w his epinion, a man of viitue and common fenie 
couid not poſſibly be afraid of death, which is not only 
the peaceful harbour that receives him ſhattered on the 
tenipeRuous lea of lite, but alio the eterne ſeal of his 
tame and glory, which it is no longer in his power to 

orfeit and forego. He lamented his fate in being 
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doomed to live in ſuch degenerate days, when war 18 
become a mercenary trade ; ; and ardently withed, that 
the day would come, when he ſhould have ſuch an op- 
portunity of ſignalizing his courage in the cauſe of li- 
berty, as that of Marathon, where an handful of 
Athenians, fighting for their freedom, deteated the 
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76 THE ADVENTURES OF 

whole ſtrength of the Perfan empire. “ Would to 
Heaven! (aid ne) my muſe were hleſſed with an oc- 
caſion to cmulat? that glofious teſtimony on the tro- 
Phy in Cyprus, erected | oy. Cimon, for two great victo- 
ries gained on thi tame day over the Perſians by fea 
and land; ; in which it is very remarkable, that the 
oreatn-ſs of the occaſion has raiſed the munoner of ex- 
prellon above the uſual lump! Vicky and modeſt / of all 
other ancient inſcriptions.“ He then repeated it with 


all the pomp of declamation, and Hanitied his 1256 


— $6 doi 
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army as that which XKeixes led into G; ce, tat ti 
might be in his po ver to devote himlelt, Ee Leonidas, 
to the freedom of 513 e i 

This memorable combat being thus determined, and 
ning thing that was remarkable in Antwerp ſurveyed, 
they ſent their bagytge down the Scheld to Rotterdam; 
and ſet out for the 1ame place in a pot-waggon, which 
them in fafety to the banks 


of the Maeze. T hey put up at an Engliſh houſe of 
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Mean While, hey had provided a pleaſure yacht, 


whicn they prop 010d to treat them witli an EXCuri: * 


* a 2 * en 
Upon the Maeze. Tais be. mY almoit the only GVZ 
fion that place affords, our young geatleman reliſhes 


2 


the propoſal; and notsithge Ealing che remonſtranc: 


of Mr. Jolter, who declined the voyage on account 6k 


<3 
the roughnels. of the weather, they went on bo: 
without heſitation, and found a collation prepared 15 
the cabin. While they tacked to and fro in the rive! 
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PEREGRINE PICK LE. 77 
expreſied his ſatisfackion, and Pallet was raviſhed with 
the entertampment. But the wind increasing, to the 


monk allo 15 y i” , . 1. . Nes | 
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ment of the veſlel, the ones found it inconvenient to 
ſtand upon 1 ant ümpollihle to fit below, on ac- 
count of ti ds of tobacco ſindke which rolled from 
the Pip es of their entertainers, in ſuch volumes as an- 
POV nem even to the bazard of ſuffocation. This 
fumigation, together with. the extraordinary mot! on of 
the ſnip, began to affect the head and ſtemach of the 
painter, who beSged earneſtly to be ſet on Shore : but 
the Dutch gentleman, who had no idea of his ſuffer- 
ings, inſiſted, with : forprifin »bfanacy of regard, up- 
on his tay1ng until he ſhou 


- 


0 
© id ſee an inſtance of the 
fil! of their marners; and. bringing him on deck, 


commander! the men to carry the : veſſel s leegunwale 
under water. This nicety of na ig on they ink antly 


performed, to the admiration of Pickle, the diſcompo- 
ture of the dector, and terror of Po let, who bleſſed 
himſelf from the courteſy of x Dutchman, and pr ayed 
to oy aven for his deliverance. | 

ile the Hollanders eat henk 8 reputation of this 


Ws and the diſtreſs of the painter at the ſame time, 
the yacht was overtaken by a fag en ſauel, that over- 
it hook in a moment, and flung en. ry man bog 


into the Maege, before they conld have the leaſt warn- 
ing of their fate, much leſs time to provide againſt the 
weident. Pe regiine, Who was an expert immer, 
reached the ſhore in ſafety; the phyſician in the agonies 
or de pn Ir, laid faſt hold on the trunk-breeckes of one 
of the men, who dragged him to the other ſide ; the 
entertainers landed at the bomb- keys imoaxing their 
pipes all the way with grcat deliberation 3 and the poor 
painter muſt have gone to the e bottom, had he not been 
e en by the cable of a a: ſhip, that lay at anchor 
near the ſcene of their diſifter. I bo ugh his ſenſes had 
ftorſ:ken him, his hands faſtened by inſtinct on this pro- 
vidential occurrence, which he held with ſuch a con- 
vulſive gratp, that when a boat was {ent out to bring. 


F 3 him 


78 THE ADVENTURES OF 
him on ſhore, it was with the utmoſt difficulty that 
his fingers were diſengaged, He was carried into a 
_ houſe, deprived of the uſe of ſpeech, and bereft of all 
ſenſations ; and being ſuſpended by the heels, a vait 


quantity of water ran out of his mouth, Lis evacu- 


ation being made, he began to utter dreadful groans, 
which gradually incre ealed to a continued rour; and 
after he had regained the uſe of his ſenſes, he nnder- 


went a delirium that laſted ſeveral hours. As tor the 


treaters, they never dreamed of expreſling the leait 
concern te Pickle or the phyſician for what had hap. 
pened, becauſe it was an accident io common, as to 
paſs without notice. 

Leaving the care of the veſſel to the ſeamen, the 
company retired to their reſpective lodgings, in order 
to ſhift their cloachs ; and in the cvening our travellers 
were conducted to the houie of their new friend, whog 
with a view of making his invitation che more agrce- 
able, had aſſembled to the number twenty or thirty 
Engliſhmen, of all ranks and de grees, from the mer- 
chant to the perriwig-maker's prentice 

In the midſt of this congregation ſtood a chaſing ſh 
with live coais, for the convemence of lighting their 
pipes, and every individual was accommodated with a 
ſpitting-box. There was not a mouth in the apart- 
ment unfurniſhed with a tube, fo that they reſembled a 
convocation of Chimeras breathing fire and ſmoke; 
and our gentlemen were ſain to imitate ther 8 
in their own defence. It is not to be ſuppofed th. 
the converſation was either very ſprightly or pol: ite; 
the whole entertainment was of the Dutch caſt, frow- 
zy and phlegmatic : and our adventurer, as he re- 
turned to his lodging, tortured with the head-ach, and 
difguſted with every circumitance of his treatment, 
curſed the hour in which the doctor had ſaddled them 
with ſuch troubleſome companions, 

Next morning, by eight o'clock, theſe polite Hol- 


landers returned the viſit, and after breakfaii; attended 


their Engliſh friends to the houle of a perſon that pol- 
felled a very curious cabinet of curioũties, to which 
they 
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PEREGRINE PICELE, 79 
they had ſecured our company's admiſſion. The ow- 
ner of this collection was a cheeſemonger, who received 
them in a woollen night-cap, with ſtraps buttoned 
under his chin. As he underſtood no language but 
his own, he told them, by the canal of one of their 
conductors, that he did not make a practice of ſhewing 
his curioſities; but underſtanding that they were Eng- 
liſnmen, and recommended to his friends, he was 
content to ſubmit them to their peruſal. So ſaying, 
he led them up a dark ftair, into a ſmall room, deco- 
rated with a few paltry figures in plaiſter of Paris, two 
or three miſerable landſcapes, the ſkins of an otter, 
ſeal, and ſome fiſhes ſtuffed; and in one corner ſtocd - 
a glaſs-caſe, furniſhed with newts, frogs, lizards, and 
ſerpents, preſerved in ſpirits; a human furtus, a calf 
with two heads, and about two dozen of butterflies, 
pinned upon paper. „ 

The virtuoſo having exhibited theſe particulars, eyed 
the ſtrangers with a look ſoliciting admiration and ap- 
plauſe; and as he could not perceive any ſymptom of 
either in their geſtures or countenances, drew a cur- 
tain, and diſplayed a wainſcot cheſt of drawers, in 
which he gave them to underſtand, was ſomething that 
would agreeably amuſe the imagination. Our travel- 
lers, regaled with this notice, imagined that they 
would be entertained with the ſight of ſome curious 
medals, or other productions of antiquity 3 but how 
were they diſappointed when they faw nothing but a 
variety of ſhells, diſpoſed in whimſical figures, in each 
drawer! After he had detained them full two hours, 
with a tedious commentary upon the ihape, ſize and 
colour of each department, he, with a ſupercilious 
ſimper, deſired that the Engiiſh gentlemen would 
frankly and candidly declare, whether his cabinet, or 
that of mynheer Sloane, at London, was the moſt va- 
luable. When this requeſt was ſignified in Engliſh to 
the company, the painter inſtantly exclaimed, “ By the 
Lard ! they are not to be named of a day. And as 
for that matter, I would not give one corner of Sal- 
tero's coflec-houſe, at Chelſea, for all the traſh he hath 
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2 THE ADVENTURES OF 

. Feregrine unwilling to mortify any perſon 
0 had done his endeavour to pleaſe him, obſerved, 
chat may they had leen was very curious and enter. 
taining wat that no private ann: in Europe was 
equal to = of Sir. Hans Sloane, Which, excluſive 01 
preſents, had coft an kundred kopen pounds. The 
two conductors were confounded at this aflereration. 
which being communicated to the cheeſemonger, h. 
ſhook his head with a penifcant grin; and though he 
did not chooſt to expres | 1 incredy lity in words, av 
our hero to underitand, at he did not much de 
upon his ver acity. | h 
From the houle of this Duich naturaliſt, they wer? 
dragged al! round the city, by the painful civility of 
their attendunts, who did not quit them till the cen. 
ing was well advance!, and then not till after they 
had promiſed to be »1th. them before ten 2 CG 
next day, in order to conduct them to à count 
house, fituated in a pieaijant village on the other Ge Gi 
the 11. er. | | 

Pickle was ahlegdy fo much fatigued with their hot. 
pitality, tht, tor tae firſt time of his life, he ſutkered » 
dejection of i;-ints 3 and retolvec, at any rate, ta avo; 
the threats nent perſecution of to-morrow, With th! 
view, he ordered his ſervants to Pa ck up ſeine cloath; 
and linen in a portwamcau: ard in the mormng. en 
barked, -with his governor, in the PTreckſkuvt, tor th: 
Hague, whitner he pretended to be call: 5 by {ome u. 
gent occalion, Jana nis fellow tra vellers to make 
his apology to their friends; and aſſuring them, thi: 
he would . proceed for Amfterdam, without then 
ſociety. He arived at the Hague in ths f.renocn, 
and din d at an ordinary frequented by: officers an 
people of failnon; Where being informed, that * 
princeſs would ter company in the evening, he aretfed 
himielt in a rich fuit of the Puriſian cut, and em to 
court, without any introduction. A perſon of has 
appearance could not fail to attract the notice of 1102 
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a ſmall circle. The prince himſelf underſtanding de 
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PYEREGRINE PICRLE. 81 
was an Engliſhman and a ftranger, went up to him, 
without ceremony; and having welcomed him to the 
place, converted with him for ſome minutes, on the 
common topics of diſcourſe. 


T * : * 4 
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Trey proceed #0 the Hague; from auhbence they depa 
70% Amſterdam, where he ſee a Dutch tragedy. 
Vilt tre mufech-boult, ia: hic Pereorine quarrels 
l e RET 775 0 7 3 „an 2 . 75. 5 pals 
Three Haarlem, 12 their avay te Leyden. Re- 
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Bentinck's garden, aud in tie evening went to the 
neh con de, Which Kas directed by 4 noted tHlarle- 
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aun, ve 0 had found means to fatter the Dutch taſte 
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mi naumiratioen, aſks of one 
hat machine; and being 
told, tliat it us a windmill, oblerves with ſome con- 
ern, that i= there vas not the leaſt breath of wind, 
he could net have the plents re of ſeeing it turn round. 
Uroel by thee contidorationg he puts himlf into the 
MOLW,20, 4 .pirlon wrapt in profound meditation; 
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captive to her lover. 


glaſs, and a plate of tobacco: 
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and having continued a few ſeconds in this poſture, 
runs to the miller with great eagerneſs and j joy, aud 
telling him that he had found an expedient to make his 
mill work, very fairly unbuttons his breeches : then 
preſenting his poſteriors to the ſails of the machine, 


certain exploſions are immediately heard, and the arms 


of the null begin to turn round, to the infinite ſati. 
faction of the ſpectators, who approve the joke with 
loud peals of applanie. 

Our travellers ſtayed a few days at the Hagne, dur. 


ing which the young gentleman waited on the Britifh 


ambaſſador, to whom he was recommended by his 
Excellency at Paris, and Joſt about thirty guineas at 
billiards to a French adventurer, who dec oyea him in- 
to the mare by keeping up his game. Then they de- 


pw ted in a poſt- Waggon tor Amftcrdam, being provided 


with letters of introduction to an Engliſh merchant 
reſiding in that city, under whoſe auſpices they vilite! 
every thing worth ſceing, and among other excurions 
went to ſee a Dutch tr: LY edy acted ; ; an entertainment 
which of all 
organs of our hero; the drejs of their chief per{onage« 

s fo antick, their manner ſo ankwardly abſurd, and 


Ns language fo ridiculouſly unfit for conveying the 


jentiments of love and honour, that Peregrine's ners:3 


were diuretically affected with the complicated ab ß 


dity, and he was compelled to withdraw twenty tins 


before the cataſtrophe of the piece. 


Fe ſubject of "this performance was the famous {5:7 
of Scipio's continence and virtue, in reitoring the fir 
The young Roman hero was 
repreſented by a broad-faced Batavian, in a burga— 
maiter's gown and a fur-cap, fitting ſmoaking his pipe 
at. 4 tab!, e furniſhed with a can of beer, a drinkins- 
the lady was ſach 2 : 


a perſon as Scipio might very well be fuppoſed to give 
away, without any g great effort of generoſity; and in. 
deed the Celtiberiam prince ſeemed to be of that opi- 
nion; for, upon receiving her from the hand of the 
victor, he diſcovered none of thoſe tranſports of gun 
| | titode 


others, had the tt. angelt effect upon the 
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titude. and joy which Livy deſcribes, in recounting this " 19 
event. The Dutch Scipio, however,” was complaiſant Wl 
enough in his way ; for he detired her to fit at his Wh. 
| right hand, by the appellation of Ya frow, and with 1 
his own fingers filling a clean pipe, preſented it to {11 
Mynheer Allucio the lover, The reſt of the cecono- Wis 
my of the piece was in the ſame taſte ; which was ſo 
agreeable to the audience, that they ſeemed to have 1 
ſhaken off their natural phlegm, in order to applaud 19 
the performance. 8 1110 
From the play our company adjourned to the houſe Mo 
of their friend, where they ſpent the evening; and the 
converiation turning upon poctry, a Dutchman who 1168 
- was preſent, and underſtood the Engliſh language, 3 
having liftened very attentively to the diſcourſe, lifted k 
1 up with both hands the greateſt part of a Cheſhire cheeſe [1 
{ that lay npon the table, ſaving, “I do know vat is boe- 1 
trie. Mine brotre be a great boet, and ave vrought a 1 [HAR 
$ book as dick as all dat.“ Pickle, diverted with this me- 
© thod of eſtimating an author according to the quantity of 
: his works, inquired about the ſubjects of this bard's 
writings : but of theſe his brother could give no ac- 540 1 
4 count, or other information, but that there was little 
5 market for the commodity, which hung heavy upon 
3 his hands, and induced him to with he had applied Fe”. 
Fe: himſelf to another trade. e 1 
8 The only remmkable ſtene in Amſterdam, which 
our company had not feen, was the Spuyl or muſick- Wo” 
5 houſes, Which, by the conntvance of the magiſtrates, 9 
ir are maintained for the recreation of thoſe who might li 
8 attempt the chaſtity of creditable women, if they were 
Jo not provided with ſuch conyeniences. To one of theſe 
* BW night-houtes did our travellers repair, under the con- 188 
„ BM duet of the Engliſh merchant, and were introduced Mi 
a Into ſuch another place as the ever-memorable coffee- A 
% WF houſe of Moll King; with this difference, that the 
li” company here weie not ſo riotous as the Bucks of "0 
* Covent-Garden, but formed themſelves into a cirele, 
1 within which ſome of the number danced to the mu- * 
a- lick of a ſeurvy organ and a few other inſtruments, MY 
chat uttered tunes very ſuitable to the diſpoſition of WY 
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the hearers, while the whole apartment was ſhrouded 
with clouds of ſmoke impervious to the view. When 
our gentlemen entered, the floor was occupied by two 
females and their gallants, who, in the performance 
of their exercile, lifted their legs like ſo many oxen 
at plough ; and the pipe of one of thoſe hoppers hay- 
pening to he exhanſted, in the midſt of his farab: nd, 
he very deliberately drew forth his tobacco- box, filling 
and lighting it again, without any mterruption to the 
dance. 
his governor, who was too tendei 
Aon to attend them in this EXPO 
ſprightiy French git rl, 
a cuſtome r, and prey: 
led her into the circle, 


of his own reput2- 
dlition, made up to a 


ing upon her: to be his partner, 
and, in his turn, took the oh. 
portunity of dancing u nüpuet, to the admiration of 
all preſent. He intended to have exhibited anoiſie 
ſpecimen of his abilhy in th is art, when: a c Apt Un 

2 Dutch man of War chancin- to come in, and ſe. = r. 
ſtranger engaged w th the lac 5 hom, it ſeems, hie had 
beſ poke for His bedfelle LY, be without an 
ceremony, and ring! her by the arm, pulled her tn 
the other fide of the om. (or acventurer, 
not a man to nut up witty {7 ha b 1424-8 
ed the raviſher with in. ligemtion inis eres; and 


need 

: b, 
| 
1 


1 . 
WO WI 


3 y 4 » * — Fi i 7 * WI. 
ing him on one fide; retoo% the tuhect of their. contes, 
} : : ' N 
and led her bac! K to tlie P's ce from whence the 


2 
, 


been dragged. - Dote nan enact 
preſumption, 18 ye! 20 the. firſt dictates of 
lent his rival an hearty box on the ear 5 which, wi: 
immediately repaid with intereſt, oat: rd Ou 
recollect himſelf ſufneiently to lav bn: e 
ſword, and beckon the 2 xoreſſor to the door. 
Notwithſtanding the confuſion and 
this affair produced in the room, and the endeavor 
of Piekle's company, who interpoſed, in order to pre. 
vent bloodſhed, the antagoniſts reached the freer ; aud 
Peregrine drawing, was ſupriſed to fee the captain ad. 
vance againſt him with a Jong knite, which he 
ferred to the ſword that hung by lis fide, The vonn. 
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ed confounded at this prepoſterous behavicur, deſired 
en bim, in the French tongue, to ay aide that vulgar 
wo MW implement, and approach like a gentleman ; but the 
ice I Hollander, who neither underitood the propoſal, nor 
ten would have complied with his demand, had he been 
ab. made acquainted with his meaning, ruſhed forward 
ad, like a deſperado, before his adverſary could put him- 
ine ſelf on nis guard; and if the young gentleman had 
the not been endued with furpribng agility, his roſe would 
G have fallen a ſacrifice to the fury of the aitailank. 


ite. Finding himfeit in fuch imminent jeop-rdy, he teaped 1 
a to one hide, and the Dutchinan patting him, in the 9 


wor ſorce of his career, he with one niunble Kick made ſuch f 
ner, application to his enemy“ oY he flew ike "M0 
O. Jliehtpipg into the canal, where he had almoſt pzrithed, - 
1 it; pitching upon one of the pos wack 1. WiC 1 was 9 
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iner faced, 1 
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n öl Peregrine having performed this exmoit,. did not in 
* — Ni | « 1 * [ 5 1 
2 : N pa q 2 E * 8 ; * . 1 3 1 i * * N by 
ir tar the captain's coming on ſhore, but rerreated 1 
? | [ X i "7 : } f i * 7 © * } i * . 8 * * bz ! k * * - | 1 * } * * { 140 We, ry 
naa ith at diſpatch, bythe ad ice of his conductor; an- . mu 
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oi ruved at the gucieut c:! ty of Leydn, where they met ne.) 
ED al n 7 : 4 is } 2 "Wi | 
725 Mwvitil n e Engl ent: WBO treated them with 


16 MWorcat 204; and) ** Not but that ane arte ny of the 
ol Meconvert: it; On Was that lame night terrupted by a dit- 
„ate that + make between, one or thoſe Youngs entle men 
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n liwant of urbanity, eponſcd the other's cauſe, and 
| lopenty rebuked. him for his unmannerly pctulance, 
hid wiich; he nid, rendered hum aft for tlie purpoſes, 
vonnand unworthy of the beneßt 5 40 Te J. This unex! 
Pre- pected de as tion, - overwhelmed the doctor with as» 
; an{ſÞ1nazement- and co niuſon ; he was mſtantagcontly de- 
n ad- pred Ty his poet h, and during the remaining part 
pr: { the partie, fat in fiient mortification. In all proba- 
gut ility he Geliverared with himtelf, wizether or not he 


91 : ſhould 
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ſhould expoſtulate with the young gentleman on the abſe 
freedom he had taken with his character in a company chat 
of ſtrangers; but as he knew that he had not a Pal. ſ tion 
let to deal with, he very prudently ſappreſſed that ſug. iſ brea 
geition, and in ſecret chewed the cut of reſentment, gleẽ 
After they had viſited the phyſc garden, the uni- him 
verſity, the anatomical hall, and every other thing that be! 
was recommended to their view, they returned to Rot- | win! 
terdam, and held a conſultation upon the method of tefle 
tranſporting themſelves to England, The doctor, I find 
whole grudge againſt Peregrine was rather inflamed I fins 
than allayed by our hero's :ndifference and neglect, had fion 
tampered with the fmplicity of the painter, who was tion 
proud of his advances towards a perfect reconciliation ; I mer! 


and now took the opportunity of parting with our 8e 
adventurer, by declaring. that he and his friend Mr, men 
Pallet were reſolved to take their paſſage in a radia the 
ſloop, after he had heard Peregrine object againſt chat Nin tl 


tedious, diſagrecable and uncertain method of od: cuſn 
ance. Pickle immediately ſaw his intention; and, ſand 
without uſing the leaſt argument to diſſuade them from Tho 
their deſiꝑn, Or EX pre fing the ſualleſt degree of con- he ww 
cern at their ſez paration, very coolly wiſhed them a ſein 
p.oſperous voyage, and ordered his baggage to be font ur 
to Helvoetiluys. There he himſelf, ind | his retinue, (and 
went on board the packet next day, and, by the favo.u} N 

1 a fair wind, in cighiteen hours arriced at Harwich, it th 
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Peregrine delivers his letters of recommendation * 
London, and returns to the garriſon, to the unſpeak- 
able joy of the commodore and his whole 1 iy. 


OW that our hero found himſelf on Englith| atet 
ground, his heart dilated with the proud recol- I- 
lection of his own improvement ſince he left his native E. 
foil. He began to recognize the intereſting ideas of 9 

his tender years; he enjoyed, by anticipation, the“ 
_ pleaſure of ſeeing his friends in tho garriſon, after an 
abſence 
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ecol- 
ative 
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abſence of eighteen months; and the image of his 
charming Emily, which other Jeſs worthy confidera- 
tions had deprefied, reſumed the full polleſſion of his 
breaſt. He remembered, with ffiame, that he had ne- 
glected the core ſpoendence with her brother, which he 
himſelf had ſolicited, and in conſequence of which, 
he had received a letter from that young gentleman 
winle he lis ed in Paris. In ſpite of theſe conſcientious 


aim ot his gall. ntrr, Which, he did not doubt, would 
raumph o'er the mot iUnttrigus females of the land, 
and at once regale his appetite and unbition. 


refleftions, he was too ſelf ſufficient to think he could j 
find any difficulty in obtaining forgiveneſs for ſuch 1 
fins of omiſlion; and began to imagine, that his pal- 1 
fon Would be prejud; cial to the dignity of his ſitua- 1 
tion, if it could not be gratified upon terms which for- 1 
merly his imagination durkt not conceive. „ Wh 
Sorry am I, that the taſk J have undertaken, lays Ki: 
me under the neceſſity &f divulging this degeneracy in 1 
the ſentiments of our nnperious youth, who was now FT 
jim the heyday of hi s blood, fluſhed with the conſci- 1 
cuſneſs of his own qualifications, vain of his fortune, BE 
and elated on the wings of iniagmary expectations be 
Though he was deeply enarnoured of Miſs Gauntlet, 1 
be was far from propoſing ber keart as che ultimate if 


Mean wl kile, being willine 1 mike his appearance 
at the garriſon equally ſurpritte 1 nd + grec able, he caus 


tioned My Jolter again & aut mg to the e ee 
who had not hears of them inc: ther depurture from 
Loris s, and hired a pog-chalſt and hories for London. 
he governor going out to give order about the car- 
base, inadverteritly leit a Paper book open upon the 
table; and his pupil cailirg his eyes upon che kb 
chanced to rcad tele Words: * Sept. 15. Arrived 1 
aety by the bleſlipg of 804. n ijus unhappy hon 
dom of England. iid this e "ned ades the journal of : 
ny laſt peregrinatlon. e Peres ine 8 curioſity being 
el "To this extraoidinary avinc lullon, ne turned to 
© bexinning, and ue everal thcets of a diary, 
ch as is commonly Kept by aftat £1218. of people known 
by 
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by the denomination of travelling governors, for the 
ſatizfaction of themſelves and the parents or guarding 
of their pupils, and for the edification and entertain- 
ment of their friends. | | 

That the reader may have a clear wed of Mr. Tolt. 
er's performance, we {hall tran eribe the tranſition of 
ene day, as he had recorded them; 88 that ahlcrack 
will be a ſuilicient! Veen of the Whole plan and ex- 
ecutton of the work 

a6 War 3. At eight o'clock ſet out for Boulogne in 
a po ſt-chaiſe, the 1 85 . Har, A chic. Fortinel 
my itomach with A cordial. Recommende 
Mr. P. as an antidotenganiſt tlie fog, 2 eit He 

1 


wo 8 . 1518 pon 
fuled it. The hither hy fie: areatcid-in tune ot paſl iT 
the hind leg.. Amis at Sings; Mem: This lf 
was 2. palt and a half, 1. c. ture lengues, or nine Eog- 
lin miles. The day cleers up: A nne champaln 
country, well tore with corn The paoſtillion Tis 


his prayers in paſſing by a wooden crvcifix upon the 
road. Mem. The hortes ſtalec in a fnall brook that 
runs in a bottom, betwixt two Hills. Arrive at Cor- 
mont. A common pot. A diſpute with my pupil 
who is obitinate, and 1wa ye by an.unlucey prejudice, 
Proceed to Montreml, - Where we dine on cholee pige- 
Ons. A Ver. moderate cl Karg . No . 1 
the room 5 0 ving te tie Nec glige: OR 9 the nr. aid. 1 RO 
an ordinary voſt. Set out gain for Nampont. Prön- 
bled with fiatulencies and indligeſtion. NIC. P. 1} 


len and tzeins to mit: ke an eructation for the breaking 


ot 1 85 DAK 88 85 From ya ampont depart: for Bur- 


propoſe to nat all nigh it. B. The two lat ate 
double poſts, and om * cattle very willing, though n“ 


1449 
ſtrong. Sup on a de HC te ragout aud Excelleitt Th 
tridges, in company win Mr. H. and his. ſoon, 
Mem. The ſaid H. trod upon my corn by mts 
Þ: ſcharge the bill, Thich iS rot very realtor; Ble. . 
pute with Mr. P. about giving money to the { 


Lot, kh we i 


ww 
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he infiſts upon my gieing a twenty ivr fol pie 
Which is too much by two thirds, in all cogfe 


WW 
— 


(01 


eumit; 


tele 
el 
Had k 


(A0! 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 89 
V. B. ſhe was a pert baggage, and did not deſerve a 
lard. | 

Our hero was ſo much diſobliged with certain cir— 
cumſtances of this amuſing and inſtructing journal, 
that, by way of punithing the author, he imnterhined 
tele words betwixt two paragraphs, in a manner tha 
xaRly reſembled the tutor's hand writing; „ Mem, 
Had the; plealure of drinking myſelf into a tweet NOX - 
cation, by toaſting our lawful king, and his roy a 
ile, among ſome worthy Englith fathers of the locie- 
ef Je >[113, | 

Having taken this revenge, he let out for London, 
ere he waited upon thoſe noblemen to whom he had 
ters of recommcndation from Paris: and was not 
aly graciouily received, but even loided with careſics 
ad proffers of ſervice, becauſe they underitood he was 
young gen leman of baker who far fro. m Kan ling 
' need of their countenance or afſiſtance, would mak? 
n uleful and creditable os to the numoer of their 
aherents, He had the honour of dining at their ta- 
dee, in_conſ-quence of preſling mvitations, and of 
ſending ſeveral evenings with tae ladies, to whom he 
vis particularly agreeable, on account of his pe! lon, 
arcs and bieeding rrecly at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau monde, he thought 
twas High time to pay his reſpects ta his generous be- 
actor the commodore; and gccor diy departed 
one morning, with his train for che garriton, at which 
he arrived in tatety tne fame. night. When he entered 
ll gare, which was opened by a new {ervant that did 

- knov; him, he found his old fiiend Hatchway 
tiking in the yard, with a night-cap on his head, and 
a pipe in lus mouth; and advancing to him, took him 
by the hand, before he had any intimation of his ap- 
proach, The lieutenant, thus faluted by a itranger, 
red at him in ſilent aſtoniſhment, till he recolle (ted 
his fe atures, which were no ſooner known, than daſh- 
ns the pipe upon the pavement, he exclaimed. „ Smite 
my crols-trees! th'art welcome to port; and hugged 

an in his arms with great affecion. Ile then, by a ; 
cordial 
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cordial ſqueeze, expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing egi 


old ſhip-mate Tom, who applying his whiſtle to n 
mouth, the whole caſtle echoed with his performance e ya 
The ſervants hearing the well-known ſound, pour oer th: 
out in a tumult of joy; and underſtanding that the ear, 
young maſter was returned, raiſed ſuch a peal of acc|Muinat: 
mation, as aſtoniſhed the commodore and his lady, anWMer. 


inſpired Julia with ſuch an intereſting preſage, that H 
heart began to throb with violence. Running out | 
the hurry and perturbation of her hope, ſhe was 
much overwhelmed at fight of her brother, that ſhe a 
tually fainted in his arms. But from this trance (| 
ſoon awaked ; and Peregrine having teſtified his ple 
ſure and affection, went up ſtairs, and preſented hin 
ſelf before his godfather and aunt. Mrs. 'Trunnu 
roſe and received him with a gracious embrace, ble 
ing God for his happy return from a land of impie 
and vice, in which the hoped his morals had not bez 
corrupted, nor his principles of religion altered or m 
paired, The old gentleman being confined to) 
chair, was ſtruck dumb with pleaſure at his apper 
ance ; and having made divers ineffectual efforts tog 
up, at length diſcharged a volley of curſes againſt h 
own limbs, and held out his hand to his godſon, will 
Kiſſed it with great reſpett, | | 

After he had finiſhed his apoſtrophe to the gout 
which was the daily and hourly ſubje& of his exec 
tions, © Well, my lad, (ſaid he) I care not how fool 
I go to bottom, now I behold thee ſafe in harboy 
again: and yet, I tell a damned lie: I would I coul 
Keep afloat, until I ſhould fee a luſty boy of thy bege 
ting. Odds my timbers! I love thee fo well, that he: 
believe thou art the ſpawn of my own body; thong | 
can give no account of thy being put upon. the ſtocks 
Then turning his eye upon Pipes, who by this ung 
had penetrated into his apartment, and addreſſed hi 
with the uſual ſalutation of What cheer?“ “ Ahey 
(ciizd he) are you there, you herring-faced fon ot 
ſea-calf? What a ſlippery trick you played your d 
commander! But come, you dog, there's my filt; hie 


moral 
he g. 
his ct 
fin! 


forgivt 
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gige you for the love you bear my godſon. Go 


> an your tackle, and hoiſt a caſk of ſtrong beer into 
nce e yard, knock out the bung, ard put a pump in it, 
dur or the uſe of my ſervants and peighbours: and, d'ye 


theMhear, let the patereroes be fired, and the garriſon illu- 


celMWoinated, as rejoicings for the ſafe arrival of your ma- 
dauer. By the I. d! if I had the uſe of theſe damned 
t hambling ſhapks, I would dance a hornpipe with the 


deſt of you.“ : | | 

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, 
bo was honoured with particular marks of diſtinction, 
ad the repeated promiſe of enjoying the Jiving in his 
pſt, as an acknowledgment of the care and diſcretion 
ith which he had ſuperintended the education and 
morals of our hero. The governor was ſo affected by 
ke generoſity of his patron, that the tears ran down 


at 1 
a8 
le à 
e f 
ple 
hin 
NNu 


ble 


pics cheeks, while he expreſſed his gratitude, and the 
; benWihnite ſatisfaction he felt, in contemplating the ac- 


rin 


ompliſnments of his pupil. 
0 hi 


Mean while, Pipes did not neglect the orders he had 


perWecerved ; the beer was produced, the gates were 
to grown open for the admiſſion of all comers, the whole 
lt bifWhouſe was lighted up, and the patereroes were diſcharg- 


, wi_hſed 1n repeated voliies. Such phenomena could not 


al to attract the notice of the neighbourhood, The 


golla at T'unley's were aſtoniſhed at the report of the 
xecraiWuns, which produced various conjectures among the 
v booſhnembers of that ſagacious ſociety. The landlord ob- 
urbouWerved, that in all likelihood the commodore was v1iit- 


cout by hobgoblins, and ordered the guns to be fired in 
begetWoken of dittreſs, as he had acted twenty years before, 
that Wen he was annoyed by the ſame grievance. The 
ugh W:ciſeman, with a waggiſh ſneer, expreſſed his appre- 
cke. Nenſion of Trunnion's death, in confequence of which, 
s time patererocs might he diſcharged with an equivocal 


J hiWoteat, either as ſignals of his lady's forrow or rejoic— 


bey g. The attorney Ggnifed a ſuſpicion of Hatchway's | 


| of Weng married to Mis Pickle, and that the firing and 
1 » « © 0 

ur o luminations were jn honour of the nuptials: upon 

fiſt; Which Gamaliel diicovered ſome taint Ggns of emoti- 


ore on, 
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on, and taking the pipe from his mouth, gave it as hi 


ec 
opinion, that his filter was bron Zit to be: J. mated 
W nile they were thus bewildered in the maze EY Uh 
own imaginations, a company of country ere 
fat drinking in the kitchen, ant whole legs Were met tcer 
ready than their invention, fallied out to Knew. thi Ie 
meaning of tacks exlubſtions. Underſtanding to g. 
there was a butt of ſtrong beer abroach in the yard, Mate 
which they were invited by the fervants, thay troll, ith 
themſelves the trouble and expence of returniag e 
ſpend the evening 2t the publi C noute, an lite 
themſelves under the banner of Tom P pes, Wo pt Wil: | 
tic as director of this feittval. | ale 
The news of Peregrine's return being commi:nicatclMl;;c+ 
to the pariſh, the Darion and three or four nei zinhour- (att 
ing genuemen, Who were well withers to ont here, i 
immediately repaired to the gartiſop, in order to hh 
their compliments on this happy svent; and wire de- N. 


tained to upper An elegant entertainment Was may Ih 


8 
pared by the direction of Miſs Julia, who was an et-. 
cellent houſewife z ; and the commodore was 15 Ting (r 
rated with! joy, that he ſeemed to have renewed his 287... 

Among thoſe who honoured the occaſion with bis Vp 
prelence was} Mr. Clover, the young geutleman tun zan 
made his addreſſes to Peregrine's ter. His heart we 
to big with his pailton; that while the reſt of the con-. 
pany were engrol ed by their eups, he-{crzed an gppoi⸗ 1 
tunity of our hero's being detac: ed trom the cone i 1. 
tion, and in the impatience of bis love, copiare thin te 
to conſent to his happinels; protettine, that Fo Won Fr 
compiy with any terms of ſettlement Ts 2 man of 175: 
fortune could embrace, in favour of à yo! my 12 inc 
who was ablolute mittrets of his affection, me 


Our youth thanked him very politely ter bis favour: 
able fentiments, and honour able intention towards hl yt 
filter, and told him, that at bre efent he {iw no re 
to Obſtruct his deſire; that ne Would contalt Julie 
Own NC::nations, and coyter with him about ile 
means of Uſ atifyinr his wiſh; but, in the mean time 


? 


Degge d 0 be 2xcultcd iron ditcutlineg as con or fact 
| LN PONTING 
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1 portanc ce to Ter mboth. . 9 wana ik the jovi- 


id foch a ack circulation of: 1 the bo Fr that their 
mh ge nel and obtirepei ons 3 they broke forth 
0 \ 4 \ ty a 
mo VE pes ted, balls LOU any PreViol 8 
weitenient, Cecept tha! ot (landet, 1c ©3534 4:O0NsS 
8 E . I 
wire zucceeded by Bacchang ii fonhgs, h Watch the 
. N 4 * „ 4 . . 
d GENTE Ulntelt artet! 160 to ear a INAFE:; the 
ped time will his üngers, ald i 


* 
1 
1 
4 


laughter vt 


tate 8 vel not 1 

e : . \. 
% Mh-prictt #4 in the chloius with a vt { expret= 
TIS. 8 [ . 


FE * : = 3 Y : : : ? 
N CLI G : COVBLEN 2 NCcEL Before 311 nictts 


ol . » . 45 4 
ey Were almolt all pinnçe to their chairs, as it they 
hi been xe bz the Hewer: of enchantment; and 
ae rendeted the confinement (ii. more untortrinate, 
terry fervant in the het ſe Was jn the 13 ane litua on ; 10 
lat tliey were 19110 take 1% ir repoic as they fat, and 
"ddd at each. other like a congregation of anabap- 
U » i : 

Next day, Peregfine comained witch his ſiſter on 


* 4 * 


te luke ef ler naten Kk. er. Crover, who (the 
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| gu 

2 H A P. EXVII. e uſec 

8 tak hv 

Sees his fifter hafpily married. Viſits Emilia, who re u rel 

cei ves him according lo bis deſerts. ra W. 

| ion th 

E R brother being of opinion, that Mr. Cover thout 

propoſal was not to be neglected, elpecia iy ay The 
Julia's heart was engaged in his favour, communicated ade, 

the affair to his uncle, who, with the approbation of Ms. 2? 

Mrs. Trunnion, declared himſelf well ſatisfied with lich, 

the young man's addreſſes, and deſired that they might 

be buckled with all expedition, without the Knowiedg appen 

or concurrence of her parents, to whom (on accyun; | 

cita 


of their unnatural barbarity) the was not bound t pay 
the leaſt regard. Though our adventurer ente: 2 5 _ 
the ſame ſentiments of the matter, and the lover 
dreading ſome obſtruction, earneſtiy begged the inme- 
diate condeſcenfion of his miſtreſs, ſhe could not be 
prevailed upon to take ſuch a material ſtep, without”, © 
having firit ſolicited the permiſſion of her father, re. Ros 
ſolving, nevertheleſs, to comply with the dictates > Eh 
her own heart, ſhould his E be frivolous af 
unjuſt, { her 
Urged by this determination, her admirer waited up. lber, 
on Mr. Gamaliel at the public houſe, and with the ap- og 
pearance of great deference and reſpect, made him at- ak 
quainted with his affection for his daughter; commu— Th 
nicated the particulars of his fortune, with the termin 
of ſettlement he was ready to make; and in concluf— mel 
on told him, that he would marry her without a porn 
on. This laſt offer ſeemed to have ſome weight wit 18 
the father, who received it with civility, and promited, tor 
in a day or two, to favour him with a final anſwer to 
his demand. He, accordingly, that ſame evening con-W"* 
ſulted his wife, who being exaſperated at the proſpect 
of her daughter's independency, argued with the matt 
virulent expoſtulation againſt the match, as an imfu⸗ 
dent ſcheme of her own planning, with a view of in- 
ſulting her parents, towards whom ſhe had already 
bd 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5; 


n guilty of the moſt vicious diſobedience. In ſhort, 
+ uſed ſuch remonſtrances, as not only averted this 
ak huſband's inclination from the propoſal which he 
« reliſhed before, but even inſtigated him to apply 
ra warrant to apprehend his daughter, on the ſuppo- 
jon that the was about to beſtow herlelf in marriage 
out bis privity or conſent. | 

The juſtice of the peace to whom this application was 


re 


. 4 de, though he could not refuſe the order, yet, be- 

0 z no ſtranger to the malevolence of the mother, 
vi Mich, together with Gamaliel's ſimplicity, was noto- 

„us in the county, he ſent an intimation of what had 

TY ppened to the garrilon ; upon which, a couple of 
„ Witinels were placed on the gate, and at the preſſing 

1 licitation of the lover, as well as the deſire of the 

7 


incl mmodore, her brother and aunt, Julia was wedded 


»«...Mitbout further delay; the ceremony being performed 

Ver k . . 

ne MW Mr. Jolter, becauſe the pariſh- prieſt prudently de- 

- + fined any occaſion of giving offence, and the curate 

bone too much in the intereſt of their enemies, to be 
e. Wyloyed in that office. | 


l This domeſtic concern being ſettled to the ſatisfacti- 


5 . of our hero, he eſcorted her next day to the houſe 
ber huſband, who immediately wrote a letter to her 
ber, declaring his reaſons for having thus ſuperſeded 
. authority; and Mrs. Pickle's mortification was un- 
. - kable. : : | 
un- That the new-married couple might be guarded 
RED ainſt all inſult, our young gentleman and his friend 
. {Wichway, with their adherents, lodged in Mr. Clo- 
or; houſe for ſome weeks; during which they viſited 
nner acquaintance in the neighbourhood, according to 


-,. Wiom. When the tranquillity of their family was 
fectly eſtabliſhed, and the contract of marriage ex- 
uted in the preſence of the old commodore and his 
dy, who gave her niece five hundred pounds to pur- 
aſe jewels and cloaths, Mr. Peregrine could no long- 
reſtrain his impatience to ſee his dear Emily; and 


pu- f , 
er. d his uncle, that next day he propoſed to ride acroſs 
rad) e the 
beer 
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96 THE ADVENTURES OF 
the country, in order to viſit his friend Gauntlet, from 
whom he had not heard of a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking ſtedfaſtly in his face, 
& Ab! damn your cunning | (taid he) 1 find the an- 


chor holds fait: 1 did \uppo! e as how you would hate] 


ſlipt your cable, and changed your birth ; but! lee, 


when a young fellow 1s once brought up by a pretty} 


wench, he may man his capitans and viol-blo: Kk, if he 
wool ; but hee'Il as ſoon heave up the Pipe of Jene it, 


as bring ins anchor aweigh! Odds heurtlikins !!! jd f 


known the Young woman was Ned Gaunilei's dau 


Suter, 


J mnoud'nt have thrown out benal for leaving off enace. 


Our adventurer Was not, a düttle ſurpriſed 10 hear the! 
commodote talk in this tile; and mnmediatel. cone! 


tured, that his friend Godfrey had informed him 4 
the Whole affair. Inſtead of lilening to this apr! 


tion of his flame, with thoſe trantports of joy winch} 


he would have felt, had he retiined his form {cnt 
ments, he was Chagrined at Irummon 8 deciaratio; 


and oftended at the Frefumption of the youn's 1 a! 55 
in pretend! Ng to G1 (J. 15 ic leere: With which he aa! 
entrungd him. Roduering with thele reflections, be 
aflured the conmmodue that he never had irie 
thoughts 61 111 Kunene: 10 that, 11 ANY perlen had 
told mim he wes untier any cngagen ent of: that Kine, 
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bin What promies ad Pata betwixt him an hs 


tweet-hcart, it was voy UNITY that he had. made jest to 


ber; and therefore it was to be juppoled, that is . 
5 2 3 | 1 3 * ; 8 1. Fg y 7 1 
ten tions Welc honleufatie: lor, he could not beliese 


he was fuch a rogue in his heart, as to endeavour to 
1 f F . BC var 17414 
debauch the daughter of a biave omcer, W¹ñO had 


& 


feived his country Witt credit and reputation. 


wiihirauding this remonitrance, which #7:;Jkie imp. 

to the commodere's ignorance of the World, he ec out 
4 3 rt a A. Mrs „„ a. 
tor the habitation of Mrs, Gauntlet, th tles una“ 


IH} A 
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WM ble ſentiments of a man of pleaſure, who ſacrifices 

every conſideration to the deſire of his ruling appetite ; 
„ and as Wincheſter lay in his way, reſolved to viſit 
:- WY ome of his friends who lived in that place. It was in 


„ewe houſe of one of theſe, that he was informed of 


©, WM Emilia's being then in town with her mother; upon 


zich he excuſed himſelf from ſtaying to drink tea, 


and immediately repaired to their lodgings, according 
to the direction he had received. 

When he arrived at the door, inſtead of undergoing 
that perturbation of ſpirits, which a lover, in his in- 
tereſting ſituation, might be ſuppoſed to feel, he had 
ſuffered no emotion but that of vanity and pride, fa- 
voured with an opportunity of ſelf-gratification, and 
entered his Emilia's apartment with the air of a con- 
ceited petit-maitre, rather than that of a reſpeaful ad- 
mirer, when he vilts the object of his paſſion, after an 
abſence of eighteen months. | | 

The young lady having been very much diſobliged at 
his mortifying neglect of her brother's letter, had ſum- 


by means of a happy diſpoſition fo far overcame her 
BM chagrin at his indifference, that ſhe was able to behave 
in his preſence with apparent tranquillity and eafe. She 
I vas even pleaſed to find, he had by accident choſen a 
time for his viſit, when ſhe was ſurrounded by two or 
I thee young gentlemen, who profeſſed themſelves her 
amirers. Our gailant was no ſooner announced, than 
de collected all her coquetry, put on the gayeſt air ſhe 
cold aſſume, and contrived to giggle juſt as he appear- 
ad at the room-door. The compliments of ſalutation 
being performed, ſhe welcomed him to England in & 
m careleſs manner, aſked the news of Paris, and, before 
he could make any reply, deſired one of the other gen- 
men to proceed with the ſequel of that comical ad- 
MW \enture, in the relation of which he had been inter- 
tupted. : | 
Peregrine ſmiled within himſelf at this behaviour, 
which (without all doubt he believed) ſhe had affected 


G | abread 


vWF moned all her own pride and reſolution to her aid; and 


\ WV puniſh bim for his unkind ſilence, while he wa 
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abroad; being fully perſuaded, that her heart was ah. 


ſolutely at his devotion. On this ſuppolition, he pr. 
tiſed his Pariſian improvements on the art of convert). 
tion, and uttered a thouſand prettineſſes in the way e 
compliment, with ſuch incredible rotation of tons de, 
that his rivals were ſtruck dumb wich aſtoniſhiment 

and Emilia fretted ont of al} temper, at feeing bereit 


deprived of the prerogative of the ſex. IIe Perſitied, 


however, in this ſurpriſing loquacity, until ine Teſt o 


the company thought proper to withdraw, and 28 
contracted his diſcourie into the focus of . Which | 


now put on a very different appearance from that which 


it had formerly worn. Inſtead of that awful vericrat.. 
on which her preſence uſed to inſpire, that chaility g 
ſentiment and delicacy of expreſſion, he now gazed! 


upon her with the eyes of a libertine, he elowed with! 
the impatience of deſire, talked in a ſtrain tha; bay ly 


kept within the bounds of d, cency, and attempts d to 


ſnatch ſuch favours as ſhe, in the tenderneis of mutual! 
acknowledy ment, had Onee voti LH ied to QC Row. 


Grieved and offended as the w a8, at this „pable al. 


. teration in his carriage, ſhe diſda ned to retind hum of 


his former deportment, and with Gil e good b: 


1 


mour, rallied him on the progreis he hat made in g. 


lantry and addret U 8 8 ut far from brand, 10 che He 


berties he would have taken, ihe kept her parton Acres 
from his touch, and would nut even offer {im 0 lu 


viſh a kiſs of her fair hand: ſo that be reaped no oil 


** } af? wb F his Ln U | 12 
advantage e from the exciciſe of his talents, CLAM ti 


interview, Which laited a Wnols hour, than that of 


Kno; 11119 lie nad OVEr-T11 ed his Wyn um, pot Fire; wy 


that Eumy s heart Was not a ger: 1ton like to farender 
at diſcretion. 

At length, his addreſſes were Interrupted | )y-the ar 
rival of the mother, Who had gone abroad ty. yilit by 
herſelf; and the converſation SER» g more Zeneral, 
he underſtood, that Godfrey was at London, 10 ich nt 
for 3 lieutenancy that had fallen vacant in che re gingen 


to which he belonged ; and that Mails Sophy was at 


home v ich her facher. 


wg. Pegs, OY . 
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Though our adventurer had not met with all the 
fuccels ie expected 1 in his firſt viſit, he did not deſpair 
of reducing the fortreſs, believing that in time there 
would be a mutiny in his favour; and accordingly, 
carriecl on the ſiege for ſeveral days, without profiting 
by his perſeverance till at length, having attended the 
ladies to their own houſe in the country, he began to 
look upon this adventure as time mil-ſpent, and refolvs 
ed to diſcontinue his attack, in hopes of meeting with 
2 more favourable occaſton; being, in the mean time, 
ambitious of diſplaying, in an higher ſphere, thoſe 
qualifcations which his vanity told him, were at pre- 
{ent milapplied. 


CHAP. LXVIII. 


| He attends his uncle with great aFettion, during a fit of 


1neſs. Sets out again for London; meets with bis 
friend Godfrey, vue is prevailed uton v accompany 
tim to Bath; on the road to which place „they coance 
to dine with a perſon, who entertains them With a cu- 
ricus account of a certain company of ad VeRfUrerS. 


HUS determined: 

her mother, 

on ſome urgent bufmels, and returned to the carriſon, 

leaving the good old lady very much concerned, and 

the daughter incenſed at his behaviour, which was the 

more unexpected, becauſe Godfrey had told thein, that 
tne commodore approved of his nephew's paſſion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle ſo ill of the gout, 

which, for the firſt time, had taken poſſeſſion of his 


Romach, that his life was in imminent danger, and the 


whole family in diſorder : he therefore took the reins 
of government in his own hands, 
ſicians in the neighbourhood, and attended him in per- 
un with the moſt affectionate care, during the whole 
ht, which laſt 9 1 fo; tnight, and then retired before the 
1 rength of this titutioN- 
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he took leave of Emilia and X 
on pretence of going to London up- 


ſent for ali the phy- 
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10 THE ADVENTURES OF 
When the old gentleman recovered his health, be 
was ſo penetrated with Peregrine's behaviour, that ls 
actually would have made over to him his whole for. 
tune, and depended upon him for his own ſubliſtence, 
had not our youth oppoſed the execution of the deed 
with all his influence and might, and even perſuaded 
him to make a will, in which his friend Hatchway, 
and all his other adherents, were liberally remembered, 


and his aunt provided for, on her own terms. This 
material point being ſettled, he, with his uncle's per- 

25 London, after having ſeen the 
family affairs eſtabliſhed under the direction and admi- | 


miſſion, departed 


niſtration of Mr, Jolter and the lieutenant : for, by 


this time, Mrs. Trunnion was wholly occupied with | 


her ſpiritual concerns. 


On his firſt arrival at London, he ſent a card to the 
lodgings of Gauntlet, in conſequence of a direction 


from his mother; and that young gentleman waited on 
him next morning, though not with that alacrity of 
_ countenance and warmth of friendſhip, which might 

have been expected from the intimacy of their former 
connexion. Nor was Peregrine himfelf actuated by 
the ſame unreſerved affection for the ſoldier, which he 
had formerly entertained, Godfrey, over and above 
the offence he had taken at Pickle's omiſſion in point 
of correſponding with him, had been informed, by a 
letter from his mother, of the youth's cavalier behay1- 


our to Emilia, during his laſt reſidence at Wincheſter; 
and our young gentleman (as we have already obiery- | 


ed) was diſguſted at the ſuppoſed diſcovery which the 
ſoldier had made, in his abſence, to the commodore. 


They perceived their mutual umbrage at meeting, and 


received each other with that civility of reterve, which 
commonly happens between two perſons, when their 
friendſhip is in the wane. _ 5 
Gauntlet at once divined the cauſe of the other's diſ- 
pleaſure ; and, in order to vindicate his own character, 
after the firſt compliments were paſſed, took the oppor- 
tunity of inquiring after the health of the commodore, 
to tell Peregrine, that while he tarried at the garriſon, 
5 | 2 85 | ir 
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PEREGRINE PICETLE.;::. or 
n his return from Dover, the ſubject of the converſati- 
on, one night, happening to turn on our hero's paſſion, 
ne old gentleman had expreſſed his concern about the 
> fair: and, among other obtervations, ſaid, he ſup- 
d WW poſed the opject of his love was ſome paltry huſſy, 
whom he had picked up when he was a boy at ſchool. 
Upon which, Mr. Hatchway aſſured him, that ſhe 
was a young woman of as good a family as any in the 
county; and after having prepoſſeſſed him in her fa- 
your, ventured b er of the zeal of his friendſhip) to 
ell who the waz: wherefore the diſcovery was not to 


e imputed to any v other cauſe : and he hoped Mr. Pic- WM 
dle would acquit him of all ſhare in the tranſaction, 1 
Peregrine was very well pleaſed to be thus undeceiv- 8 
al; his countenance immediately cleared up, the for- i 
he Wnality of his behaviour relaxed into his uſual familiari- 1 
on Wir; he aiked pardon for his unmannerly neglect of "ih 
on Woodfrey's letter, which he proteſted, was not owing to 1 
of any diſregard, or abatement of friend{hip, but to a 
ht M hurry of Youthful engagements, in conlequence of 
er WM which, he had procraſtinated his anſwer from time to 
by W tine, until he was r ceady to return in perſon, 
he The young ſoldier was contented with this apology ;_ 
ve and as Pickle's intention, with reſpect to his ſiſter, was "30 
int til dubious and undeclared, he did not think it was 1 
y 2 Wincumbent upon him, as yet, to expreſs any reſent- WW 
i ment on that {core 3 but was wiſe enough to foreſee, * 
er; mat the renewal of his intimacy with our young gen- 1 
v Wicman, might be the means of reviving that flame 1 
the Wuhich had been diflipated by a variety of new ideas. 9 
ah With thoſe ſentiments he laid aſide all re lerve, and 1 
and 


their communication immediately reſumed its former 
dich channel. Peregrine made him acquainted with all the 
adventures in Which he had been engaged ſince their 
parting; and he, with the ſame confidence, related 


dil. the remarkable incidents of his own fate; among other 
deln things giving him to underftand, that upon obtaining 4 
por- MWcommithon in the army, the father of his dear Sophy, 
2 without once inquiring about the occaſion of his pro- 
(on, 


motion, had not only favoured him with his counte- 
wn - — $ Nance 


| 
| 
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112 THE ADVENTURES OF 
nance in a much greater degree than heretofore, but 
alſo contributed his intereſt, and even promiſed the 
aſſiſtance of his purſe, in procuring for him a heut-. 
nancy, which he was then ſoliciting with all his pow. 
er; whereas, if he had not been enabled, by a moſt ac. 
cidental piece of good fortune, to lift himſelf into h- 


ſphere of an officer, he had «ll the reaſon in the wori.! | 
to believe, that this gentleman, and all the reſt of hi; | 
wealthy relations, would have ſnffered him to langniil | 


in obſcurity and diftreſs; and by turning his mistor- 


tune into reproach, made it a plea tor their own wait | 


of generoſity and friendſhip. | 

Peregrine, underſtinding this ſituation of his frierd 
affair, would have accommodaied bim, upon the im. 
fant, with a ſum to accelerate the paiſioe of his com- 
miſſion through ihe olfives 3 but, being too well ac- 
quainted with his ſcrupulous ditpoſtion, to maniteſt 


his benevolence in that manner, he found means to in. | 


troduce himſelf to one of the gentiemen of the wal— 


office, who was lo well iatisned with the arguments he | 
uſed in behalf of his friend, that Gorlfrey's butrneſs | 
was tranſacted in a very few days, though he hin«lf ] 


knew nothing of his intereſt's being thas ieinforced.“ 


By this time, the feafon at Bath was begun; aud 
our hero, panting with the deſire of diſtinguiſhing hie 


ſelf at that reſort of the faſhionable world, communt- 


cated his defign of going thither to his friend Gudtrey, | 
whom he importuned to accompany him in the excurl- | 
on: and lrave of abſence from his regunent being obe | 


tained, "by the influence of Peregrine's new quality 


friends, the two companions departed from London ja! 
2 poſt-chaiſe, attended as uſual, by the valet de chum- 


bre and Pipes, who were become aimoſt as necelſary i 
our adventurer as any two of his own organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, Godtrey 
perceived a perſon walking by himſelf in the yard, with 
a very penfive air, ayd upon obſerving him more naf- 
rowly, reco-nized him to be a profeſſed game'ter, 
whom he had formerly known at Tunbridge. On the 


ſtrength of this acquaintance, he accoſted the Peripa- 
TY | nn ne | telic. 
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TEREGRKINE PICK LE, 101 
tetic, who knew him immediately; and in the fullneſs 
of his grief and vexation, told him, that he was now 
on his return from Bath, where he had been ripped by 
a company of ſharpers, who reſented that he ſhould 
preſume to trade upon his own bottom. 

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his inqui- 
zes, imagining that be might learn ſome entertaining 
oe uſeful anecdotes from this artitt, invited him to 
dinner, and was accordingly fully informed of all the 
political ſyſtems at the Bath. He underſtood, that 
mere was at London one great company of adventur- 
ers, who employed agents in all the different branches 
0 imnpoſition, tnroughout the whole kingdom of Eng- 
lind, allowing thele miniſters a certain proportion of 
the profits accruing from their induſtry and ik1ll, and 
relerving the greatelt ſhare for the benefit of the com- 
non ſock; which was chargeable with the expence. of 
„ oiiing out individuals in their various purluits, as well 
BW 3 with the loſs ſuſtained in the courſe of their adven- 
„res. Some, whoſe perſons and qualifications are by 
 W ie company judged adequate to the talk, exert heir 
rents in makin g love to ladies of fortune, being ac- 

A com modated with money and accouttements for that 
+3 purpote, after having Ziwen their bonds pay able to one 
= I othe r of the directors, on the day of marriage, for 
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. eertain ſums, proportioned to the dowries they are to 
„ eceire. Others, verſed in the doctrine of chances, 
1. and certain expedients, frequent all thoſe places where 
;. eames of hazard are allowed ; and ſuch as are malters 
5 4 the arts of billiards, tennis and bowls, are continu- 
in ally lying in wait, in all the ſcenes of theſs diverſions, 
1. W ior the ignorant and unwary, A fourth cla(s attend 


co borle-taces, being {killed in thoſe my lterious practices, 

by w nich the knowing ones are taken in. Nor is this 
ey Y community unfurniſhed with thoſe who lay wanton 
th wives and old rich widows under contribution, and ex- 
r- Wiort money, by proftituting themſelves to the embraces 
, Hof their own fex, and then threatening their admirers 
he MV ith proſecution. But their moſt important returns 
a- Ine made by that body of their undertakers, who ex- 
je, | erciſe 


104 THE ADVENTURES OF 
erciſe their underſtandings in the innumerable ſtrata. 
gems of the card-table, at which no ſharper can be 
too infamous to be received, and even careſſed by per. 
fons of the higheſt rank and giſtinction. Among other 
articles of intelligence, our young gentleman learned. 
that thoſe agents, by whom their gueſt was broke, and 
expelled from Bath, had conſtituted a bank againſt all 
fyorters, and monopolized the advantages in all torts 
of play. Ile then told Gauntlet, that if he would put 
himſelf under his direction, he would return with 
them, and lay fuch a fcheme, as would infallibly ruin 
the whole {ociety at billtards, as he knew that Godfrey 
excelled them all in his knowledge of that game. 

The ſoluier excuſed himſelf from engaging. in any 
party of that kind; and after dinner the travellers 
parted; but, as the converlation between the two 
Friends turned upon the information they had received, 
Peregrine projected a plan for punithing thoſe villainovs 
peſts of ſociety, who prey upon their tellow creatures; 
and it was put in execution by Gauntlet, in this 
manner. | = 


CHAP. LAFE. 


Godfrey executes a ſcheme at Bath, by vi hich a aobole 
compa * of jbarfers is ruined. 


N the evening after their arrival at RET dere 

frey, Who had kept himſelf up all day for tha 
purpoſe, went in boots to the billiard table; and two 
gentlemen being at play, began to bet with ſo little 
appearance of judgment, that one of the adventurers 
then preſent was inflamed with the deſire of profiting 
by his inexperience; and when the table was vacant, 
invited him to take a game for amuſement. The fol- 
dier, aſſuming the air of a ſelf conceited dupe, anſwers 
ed that he did not chooſe to throw away his time tor 
nothing, but, if he pleaſed, would piddle for a crown 
a game. This declaration was very agreeable to the 
other , who wanted to be Further confirmed in the op- 


nion 
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gion he had conceived of the ſtranger, before he would 
play for any thing of conſequence. The partie being 


accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and beginning 


with ſeeming eagerneſs, won the firſt game, becauſe 


his antagoniſt kept up his play with a view of encou- 
nging him to wager a greater ſum. The ſoldier pur- 
polely bit at the hook, the ſtakes were doubled, and 
he was again victorious, by the permiſſion of his com- 
petitor. He now began to yawn and obſerving, that 
it was not worth his while to proceed in ſuch a childiſn 
manner, the other ſwore, in an affected paſſion, that 
he would play with him for twenty guineas. The 
propoſal being embraced (thro' the connivance of God- 
frey) the money was won by the ſharper, who exerted 
tis dexterity to the uttermoſt, fearing that otherwiſe 
tis adverſary would decline continuing the game. 


Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to loſe his tem- 


per, curſed his own ill luck, ſwore that the table had a 
call, and that the balls did not run tiue, changed his 
maſt, and with great warmth challenged his enemy to 
double the ſum. The gameſter, with feigned reluct- 
ince. complied with his defire, and having got the 


fri two hazards, offered to lay one hundred guineas to 
fifty on the game. The odds were taken, and God- 


rey having allowed himſelf to be overcome, began to 


nge with great violence, broke the matt to pieces, 


threw the balls out at the window, and, in the fury of 
bis indignation, defied his antagoniſt to meet him to- 
morrow, when he ſhould be refreſhed from the fatigue 
of travelling. This was a very welcome invitation ta 


the gameſter, who imagining that tne ſoldier would 


turn out a moſt beneficial prize, aſſured him, that he 
would not fail to be there next forenoon, in order to 
dive him his revenge. . | 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully certified 
of his own {ſuperiorityz and took his meaſures with 
Peregrine, touching the proſecution of their ſcheme ; 


while his opponent made a report of his ſucceſs to the 


brethren of the gang, who reſolved to be preſent " 
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106 THE ADVENTURES OF 
the deciſion of the match, with the view cf taking ad. 
vantage of the ſtranger's paſſionate diſpolition. 
Affairs being thus concerted on both ſides, the play- 
ers met, according to appointment, and the room was 
immediately filled with ſpect tators, who either came 
thither by accident, curiolity, or deſign. The match 
was fixed for one hundted pounds a game, the ens 
pals choſe their inſtruments, and laid aße their coats 
and one of the knights of the order proffered 0 13 0 
another hundred on the head of his aſſociate Godfrey 


took him up on the inſtant. A ſecond .w orthy of the 
fame claſs ſeeing him ſo eager, challenged him to treble 


the ſam; and his propoſal met with the ſame reception, 


to the aſtoniſhment of the company, whoſe expeclation | 


was raifed to a very intereſting pitch. The game * 
begun, and the ſoldier having loſt the firſt hazard, th 

odds were offered by the confederacy, with great voci. 
feration : but no body would run ſuch a ritk, in fa— 


vour of a perſon who was utterly unknown. The 
ſharper having gained the ſecond alſo, the noiſe in- 
creaſed to a ſurpriſing clamour, not only of the gang, 
but likewiſe of almoſt all the ſpectators, who defired to | 


lay two to one againſt the brother of Emilia. 
Peregrine, who was preſent, perceiving the cupidity 

of the aſſociation ſufficiently inflamed, all of a fuel 

opened his mouth, and anſwered their beits, to th: 


amount of twelve hundred pounds; which were im 


mediately depoſited on both ſides, in money and notes 
ſo that this was (perhaps) the moſt important game 
that ever was played at billiards. Gauntlet feeins the 


agreement ſettled, ſtruck his antagoniſt's bal! into the 


pocket, ina twinkling, though it was in one of tho 
ſituations which was ſuppoſed to be againſt the ſtriker, 
The betters were a little diſcompoſed at this event, t 
which, however, they conſoled themſelves, hy im— 
puting the ſucceſs to accident ; but when, at the very 
next ſtroke, he ſprung it over the table, their conte; 
nances underwent an inſtantaneous diſtraction of fen, 
ture, and they waited, in the moſt dreadful ſuipen!: 


for the next hazard, which being likewile ta ken, win 
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ceeded from every mouth, at the ſame juſtant of time. 
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infinite eaſe, by the ſoldier, the blood forſook their 
cheeks, and the intersection 205 unds ! pronounced with 
1 look of conſternation, and in a tone of deſpair, pro- 


They were overwhelmed with horror and aſtoniſhment 
at jecing three hazards taken in as many {rokes, from 
a perſon of their friend's dexterity; and ſhrewdly ſui- 
pected, that the whole was a ſcheme preconcertecd jor 
their deſtruction: on this fuppoiition they changed 
their note, and attempted to. hedge for their own in— 
demnification, by propoſing to lay the edds in favour 
of Gauntlet; but fo much was the opinion of the com- 
pany altered by that yoong centieman's ſucceſs, that 
po body would venture to eſpoule the cauſe of his com- 
p<titor, who chancing to 11 norove his game by the ad- 


dition of another Jucky hit, diminiſhed the concern, 


and revived the hopes of his adherents. But, this 
rieam of fortune, did vot long continue: Godtrey 
collected his whole art and er Pacity, Sa augmenting 
his ſcore to number ten, mnduiged himſelf with a view 
of. the Whole fraternity. The viiages N a profeſſors 
bad adopted different ſnades of complexion at every 
hazard he had taken; from their natural colour they 
nad ſhifted into a fallow hue; from thence into pale; 
from P. ile into YE ow, wi ich des >enerated into a mo- 
hogany tint; and now they. law leventeen hundred 
pounds of their fock depending upon a ſingle ſtroke, 
they ltood like o many We e Na jaundiced with 
terror and vexation. Pi fire which naturally glowed 
in the checks and noſe of the player, ſeemed utterly 
extinct, and his carbuncles exhibited a livid appear- 
ance, 45 if a gangrene had avec ay made ſome progreſs 
in his face; his hand began to hake, and his whole 
imme was ſeized with ſuch trepidation, t that he was 
lan to ſwallow a bumper of. brandy, in order to re- 
eltabJ11}; the tr anquillicy of his nerves. This e 
however, did not produce the defired effect; for 
amed the ball at the lead with ſuch diſcompoſure, How 

t truck on the wron U Ps and came off at an angle 
which directed it full in the middle hole, This fatal 
accident 
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108 THE ADVENTURES OF 
accident was attended with an univerſal groan, as if the 
whole univerſe had gone to wreck: and notwithſtand. 


ing that tranquillity for which adventurers are fo re- 


markable, this Joſs made ſuch an impreſſion upon them 
all, that each, in particular, manifeſted his chapiin, 
by the moſt violent emotions. One turned up his eyes 
to heaven, and bit his nether lip; another gnawed his 


fingers, while he ſtalked acroſs the room; a third bla. 
phemed with horrible imprecations ; and he who played 


the partie, ſneaked off, grinding bis teeth together, 


with a look that baffles all deſcription, and as he crofl. 
ed the threſhold, exclaiming, “ A damn'd bite, by 


G N q 1? : 


The victors, after having inſulted them, by aſking | 
if they were diſpoſed for another chance, carried off 
their winning, with the appearance of great compo. | 
fure, though in their hearts they were tranſported with 
unipeakable joy; not ſo much on account of the booty 
they had gained, as in conſideration of having ſo 
effectually deſtroyed ſuch a neſt of pernicious mil. } 


creants. 


Peregrine believing, that now he had found an op- 
portunity of ſerving his friend, without giving offence. 
to the delicacy of his honour, told him, upon their ar- 
rival at their lodgings, that fortune had at length en- 
abled him to become in a manner independent, or at} 
leaſt to make himſelf eaſy in his circumftances, by 
purchaſing a company with the money he had won.“ 


So ſaying, he put his ſhare of the ſucceſs in Gauntlet's 
hand, as a ſum that of right belonged to him, and 


1 


promiſed to write in his behalf to a nobleman, who 
had intereſt enough to promote ſuch a quick Tue in tie 


ſervice... | | 
Godfrey thanked him for his obliging intention, but 
abſulutely retuled, with great loftineſs of demeanour, 


to appropriate to his own uſe any part of the money | 


which Pickle had gained, and ſeemed affronted at tbe 
other's entertaining a ſentiment ſo unworthy of his 


character, He would not even accept, in the way of 
| | | loan, | 
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loan, ſuch an addition to his own ſtock, as would 
mount to the price of a company of foot; but expreſ- 
_ WH & great confidence in the future exertion of that ta- 
 W 1:nt which had been bleſſed with ſuch a proſperous be- 
„ einning. Our bero finding him thus obſtinateiy deaf 
Jo the voice of his own intereſt, reſolved to govern 
i; MW bimſelf in his next endeavours of friendſhip, by his 
experience of this tickliſh punctilio; and in the mean 
imme, gave a handſome benefaction to the hoſpital, out 
of thete firſt fruits of the ſucceſs in play, and reſerved 
two hundred pounds for a ſet of diamond ear-rings 
and ſolitaire, which he intended for a preſent to Miſs 
Emily. | 


CR AF IX 
The two friends eclipſe all their competitors in gallantry, 


and practiſe a pleaſant project of revenge upon the 
phyſicians of the | lace. | 


HE fame of their exploit againſt the ſharpers, 

+ was immediately dittuſed thiough all companies 
nce Nat the Bath; fo that when our adventurers appeared in 
ar. Þ public, they were pointed out by an hundred extended 
en. M fingers, and conſidered as conſummate artiſts in all the 
- at äöfferent ſpecies of fineſſe, which they would not fail 
by Je practiſe with the firſt opportunity. Nor was this 
on. opinion of their characters any obſtacle to their recep- 
let's MW tion into the faſhionable parties in the place; but, on 
and che contrary, ſuch a recommendation, which (as I 
who H bave already hinted) never fails to operate for the ad- 
the Noantage of the profeſſor, | WEE. . 
This firſt adventure, therefore, ſerved them as an 

put Introduction to the company at Bath, who were not a 
our, little ſurpriſed to find their expectations batfled by the 
oney Neonduct of the two companions; becavie, far from 
t the Miogaging deeply at play, they rather ſhunned all occa- 
F his ons of gaming, and directed their attention to gallan- 
ay of Wt), in which our hero ſhone unrivalled, His external 
loan, Vo. II. A quali- 
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_ qualifications, excluſive of any other merit, were ſtrong 


' tongues of ſcandal with full employment. The ſpleu- © 


enough to captivate the common run of the female ſex ; 0 
and theſe, reinforced with a ſprightlineſs of conve fe ug 
tion, and a moſt infinuating addreſs, became irreſiſt. fol 
able, even by thoſe who were fortified with pride, cau- 1 
tion or indifference. But, among all the nymphs « © | 
this gay place, he did not meet with one object that! 

diſputed the empire of his heart with Emilia; an} 
therefore he divided his attachment according to the © 
ſuggeſtions of vanity and whim; ſo that, before he! — 
had reſided a fortnight at the Bath, he had ſet ail the“ 
ladies by the ears, and furniſhed all the hundred! 105 


dor of his appearance excited the inquiries of envy,! 


which inſtead of diſcovering any circumſtance to his] * 
prejudice, was curſed with the information of his being! on 
a young gentleman of a good family, and heir to an!““ 
immenſe fortune. | Jae 
The countenance of tome of his quality- friends, who! I 
arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelligence: 2 
upon which, his acquaintance was courted and culti- 1 
vated with great aſſiduity; and he met with ſuch ad- we 
vances from ſome of the fair ſex, as rendered him ex4 wg 
tremely fortunate in his amours. Nor was his {ricn; we 
Godfrey a ſtranger to favours of the ſame kind; bis 5 5 
accompliſhments were exactly calculated for the me.“, 
dian of female taſte; and with certain individuals off” 
that ſex, his muſcular frame, and the robutt connexzionÞ 
of his limbs, were more attractive than the deticat 42 
- Proportions of his companion. He accordingly reicne _ 
paramount among thoſe inamorata's who were turnc, i 5 
of thirty, without being under the necelſity of proceed 5 ; 
ing by tedious addreſſes; and was thought to have co "ps 
operated with the waters, in removing the ier:}ity 0 b 
certain ladies, who had long undergone the reproaci mY : 
and diſguſt of their huſbands: while Peregrine {ct o 8 a 
his throne among tho who laboured under the ditea mh 
of celibacy, from the pert miſs of fifteen, who, with th 
fluttering ht, toſſes her head, bridles up, and gig ak 
Sles involuntarily at fight of an handſome young us - | 
eg | * 
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to the ſtaid maiden of twenty-eight, who with a de- 
mute aſpect, moraitzes on the vanity of beauty, the 
folly of youth and ſimplicity cf woman, and expatiates 
on friendſhip, benevolence and good tenſe, in the ſtile 
of a platonic philoſopher. 

In ſuch a diverſity of diſpoſitions, his conqueſts were 
attended with all the heart-burnings, animoſities and 
turmoils ot jealouſy and ſpite. The younger claſs 
ok all opportunities of mortifying their ſeniors in 
public, by treating them with that indignity which 
(contrary to the general privilege of age) is by the 
conſent and connivance of mankind, levelied ag ainſt 
thoſe who have the misfortune to come under the deno- 
inetion of old maids; and thee laſt retorted their 
holtilitics in the private machinations of ſlander, ſup— 
ported by experience and ſubtilty of invention. Not 
one day patled, in which ſome new ſtory did not 
arcnlate, to the prejudice of one or other of thole 
rivals, | | 

If our hero, in the long room chanced to quit one of 
the moraliſis, With whom he bad been engaged in con— 
rerfation, he was immediately accolted by a number cf 
the Oppabite faction, who with ironical tmiles upbraide- 
ed him With crucity tothe poor lady he had. leit, ex- 
borted him to have con paffien on her ſufferings, and 
in ning their eyes towards the object ef their interceſ- 


* 5 5 
90 fon, broke forth into an univerſal peal of laughter. 
Ts On the other hand, waen Peregrine, in cohſequence G 
ou having davced with one of the minors over-vignt, Vis 
ET ited her in the morning, the Pimtonft immediately n 
ber hold on the occaſion, taſted their imaginations, aſlo- 
dated ideas, and the ſage infinuaticon letailed à thou- 
ve ard circumſtances of the interview, which never had 
20 any foundation in truth. They oblerved, that if girls 
os are deternuned to behave with ſuch indiſcretion, they 
" Wit lay their accounts with incurring the cenſure of 
1 the world; that ſhe in queſtion was old enough to act 
Wii 


more circumſpectly; and wondered that her mother 
would permit any young fellow to approach the cham- 
ber, while her daughter was naked in bed. As for 

| H 2 the 
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the ſervant's peeping through the key-hole, to be ſure it maj 
was an unlucky accident; but people ought to be upon ent. 
their guard agaiſt ſuch curioſity, and give their domeſ- 1 
tics no cauſe to employ their penetration. Theſe, and affe 
other ſuch reflections, were occaſionally whiſpered as Wh. 
ſecrets among thoſe who were known to be communi | afte 
cative; ſo that, in a few hours, it became the genera! ſtra 
topic of diſcourſe; and as it had been divulged under MW ma 
injunctions of ſecrecy, it was almoſt impoſſible to trace MI 199 
the ſcandal to its origin; becauſe every perion con- pati 
cerned, muſt have promulgated her own breach of bad 
truſt, in diſcovering her author of the report. um 
Peregrine, inſtead of allaying, rather exaſperated WM el 
this contention, by an artful diſtribution of his atten- MW % 
tion among the competitors; well knowing, that | to! 


ſhovld his regard be converged into one point, he would . n 
ſoon foi feit the pleaſure he enjoyed, in ſeeing them at ed! 
variance z for both parties would join againſt the com- bro 
mon enemy, and his favourite would be perſecuted by © 
the whole coalition. He perceived, that among the wi 
ſecret agents of ſcandal, none were fo buſy as the phy- ame 
ſicians, a claſs of animals who live in this place, like tien 
ſo many ravens hovering about a carcaſe, and even een 
ply for employment, like ſcullers at Hungerford- ſtairs, bro 
The greateſt part of them have correſpondents in Lon- . 7 
don, who make it their buſineſs to inquire into the fort 
hiſtory, character, and diſtemper of every one that re- uſe 
pairs to Bath, for the benefit of the waters; and if | WT 
they cannot procure intereſt to recommend their medi- Nor: 
cal friends to theſe patients, hefore they ſet out, they lati 
at leaſt furniſh them with a previous account of what '? t 
they could collect, that their correſpondents may uſe} keen 
this intelligence for their own advantage. By thele| 
means, and the aſſiſtance of flattery and aifurance, they 
often inſinuate themſelves into the acquaintance of 
ſtrangers, and by conſulting their diſpoſitions, become 
neceſſary and ſubſervient to their prevailing paſſions, 


By their connexion with apothecaries and nurſes, they 
are informed of all the private occurrences in each fa“ 
mily; and therefore, enabled to gratify the rancour of 
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malice, amuſe the ſpleen of peeviſh indiſpoſition, and 
entertain the eagerneſs of impertinent curioſity. | 

In the courſe of theſe occupations, which frequently 
affected the reputation of our two adventurers, this 
whole body fell under the diſpleaſure of our hero, who, 
after divers conſultations with his friend, concerted a 
ſtratagem, which was practiſed upon the faculty in this 
manner. Among thoſe who frequented the pump- 
room, was an old officer, whoſe temper, naturally im- 
patient, was, by repeated attacks of the gout, which 
had almoſt deprived him of the uſe of his limbs, ſub- 
Iimated mto a remarkable degree of virulence and per- 
verſeneſs ; he imputed the inveteracy of his diſtemper 
to the male practice cf a ſurgeon who had adminiſtered 
to him, while he laboured under the conſequences of 
an unfortunate an. ur; and this ſuppoſition had inſpir- 
ed him with an infurmountable antipathy to all the 
profeſſors of the medical art, which was more and more 
confirmed by the information of a friend at London, 
who bad told him, that it was a common practice 
among the phyiicians at Bath, to difluade their pa- 
tients from drinking tae water, that the'cure, and of 
conſequence their attendance, might be the longer 
protracted. | 

Thus prepoſſeſſed, he had come to Bath, and, con- 
ſormable to a few general inſtructions he had received, 
ufed the waters without any farther direction, taking 
all occaſions of mariſſting his hatred and contempt 
ot the ſons of ZEicujapius, both by fpeech and geſticu— 
lations, and even by purſuing a regimen quite contrary 
to that which he knew they preſcribed to others, who 
ſeemed to be exactly in his condition. But ne did not 
ind his account in this method, how ſucceſsful ſoever 
It may have been in other caſes. His complaints, in- 
lead of vaniſhmg, were every day more and more en- 
raged; and at length he was confined to his bed, where 
he lay blaſpheming from mern ts aioht, and from 
night to morn, though fil! more determined than ever 
to adhere to his former maxims. | 

H 3 I 


— — — — == - CEE — — — — 
SIDED, —ů———— — x - — ES 
N ——— 3 _—_ bo 


8 


— 
r * —— 
5 8 
9 — 


"EMS a =. LIE STS 
n r 
KEDS r 


32 


© ar. © x , ? * = — A -: - 7 — 2 > - 
3 —— — 3 * — . . Let as 2.0 "BS I; — 2 2 . X he —- & 2: monte > - - _ - 
$ _—_ — > 2 o STERIC — 2 — — — 3 . — Er 3. EARS 
= Tos, =. = — —_ . ——— * 2 4 2 — A * 5 * — >; - 2 — 
RN - c : E = — — 8 4 ue - - — ka 
2 As hs Fas 7 Bs SET 2 = 8 3 — — — — =, — 5 
Fg . * : 2 ef — — - — VER : 
þ F * - : — 


_ — — 


— — p aloe 
— y —x — 


i. THE ADVENTURES. OF 
In the midſt of his torture, which was become the 
common joke of the town, being circul ated through the 


induſtry of the phyhcians, who triumphed in ns & {- 


aſter; Peregrine, by means of Mr. Pipes, employed a 


| country- -fellow, who had come to market, to run wit \ 


great haſte, early one morning, to the lodgings of ai! 
the doors in town, and deſire them to attend the co— 
Jonel with all imaginable diſpatch. In conſequence of 
this ſummons, the whole faculty put W in 
motion; and three of the foremoſt arriving at the ſame 
inſtant of time, far from complimenting one another 
with the door, each 1 eſſayed to enter, and 
the whole triumvirate ſtuck in the paiſage. While they 


remained thus wedged together, they deſcried two of | 


their brethren poſting towards the fame goal, with all 


the ſpeed that God had enabled them to exert; upon | 
which they came to a parley, and agreed to ſtand by 
This covenant being made, they diſ- 
and inquiring about the pa- 
tient, were told by the ſervant, that he had juſt fallen 


one another. 
entangled themſelves, 


alleep. 


this learned g gang hal no ſooner made their loIgment 


malady, which every one of them pretended to nave 
confidered with great care and aſſiduity. 


inveterate ſcurv y. This di: verſity of opinions ws ſup- 


ancient as well as modern: but 


Having received this intelligence, they took poſeſ- 
ſion of his anti- chamber, and ſhut the door, while-the | 
reſt of the tribe poſted themſelves on the outfide, as 
they arrived; fo that the whole paſſage was filled, from 
the top of the ſtair- caſe to the ſtreet door; and the pe- 
ple of the houſe together with the colonel's fervant, | 
ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment, The three leaders of | 
good, than they began to contult about the patient's | 


The firſt wha | 
gave his opinion ſaid, the diſtemper was an obltinate | 
Arthritis; the ſecond affirmed, that it was no other 
than a confirmed pox; and the third wore it was an | 


ported by a variety of quotations from medical authors, | 
theſe were not of ſuf- 


ficient authority, or at leaſt not explicit enough to de- 
cide the diſpute; 5 for there arc many Ic! fins in mew» | 
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was filled by the reſt of the faculty, who followed the 
ſervant that entered, in obedience to his maſter's call; 
and the bed was, in a moment, ſurrounded by theſe 
ve Wl gaunt miniſters of death. The colonel ſeeing himſelf 
"0 MW beſet with ſuch an aſſemblage of ſolemn vilages and 
ate figures, which he had always conſidered with the ut- 
zer moſt deteſtation and abhorrence, was incenſed to a 
an W moſt inexpreſſible degree of indignation; and fo in- 
% WM fpired by his rage, Gat though his tongue denied its 
„e, office, his other limbs performed their function; he 
u- diſengaged himtelf from the triumvirate, who had taken 
de- poſſeſſion of his body, ſprung out of bed with incredi- 
le agility, and ſeizing one of his crutches, applied it 
me, | H 4 bred ſo 


cine, as well as in religion, and each ſe& can quote Ki 
the fathers, in ſupport of the tenets they profeſs. In 1 
ſhort, the contention roſe to ſuch a pitch of clamour, as 1 
not only alarmed their brethren on the ſtairs, but alſo 1 
waked the patient from the firſt nap he had enjoyed in 71 
| the ſpace of ten whole days. Had it been ſimply wak- 9 
ng, he would have been obliged to them for the noiſe 15 
chat diſturbed him; for, in that caſe he would have 9 
been relieved from the tortures of hell- fire, to which, i, 
in his dream, he fancied himſelf expoſed : but this 1 
" WW dreadful viſion had been the reſult of that impreſſion 7 IM 
| MW vbich was made upon his brain, by the intolerable an- 1 
„ cuith of his joints; ſo that, when he waked, the pain, 2 
{© WM inſtead of being allayed, was rather aggravated by a 5 
| Wl a greater acuteneſs of ſenſation; and the confuſed vo- DA 
n WW ciferation in the next room, invading his ears at the * B 
ame time, he began to think his dream was realized; 3 
ard in the pangs of deſpair, applied himſelf to a bell —— 9h 
- WF that ſtood by his bed-ftide, which he rung with great 9 
n WW violence and perſeverance, _ 
This alarm put an immediate ſtop to the diſputation Il 

-o the three doctors, who, upon this notice of his be- 2 
ze ing awake, ruſhed into his chamber without ceremony; af 
sand each ſeizing an arm, the third made the like appli- 7 
m cation to one of his temples. Before the patient could 9 
„ W iccoilect himſelf from the amazement which had laid 9 
t, hold on him, at this unexpected irruption, the room ĩ 
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ſo effectually to one of the three, juſt as he Rooped 1; 
examine the patient's water, that his tye-perriwig drop. 
ped into the pot, while he himſelf fell motionlels on 


the floor. 


This ſignific ant explanation diſconcerted the whole 


Fraternity 3 every man turned his face, as if it were by 


inſtinct, towards the door; and the retreat of the com- 
munity being obſtructed by the efforts of individuals, 
contuſion and tumultuous uproar enſued : tor the co- 


lonel, far from limiting his proweſs to the firſt exploit, 


handled his weapon with aſtoniſhing vigour and dexte- 
rity, without reſpect to perſons; fo that few or none 
of them had eſcaped without marks of his dilpleatur-, 
when his ſpirits failed, and he had ſunk down again, 
quite exhauſted on his bed. Favoured by this re- 
ſpite, the diſcomfited faculty collected their hats and 
wigs, which had fallen off in the fray ; and perceiving 
the aſſailant too much enfecbled to renew the attack, 
ſet up their throats together, and loudly threatened 


to proſecute him ſeverely for ſuch an outrageous aſ- 


ſault. 
By this time, the landlord had interpoſed; and in- 


quiring into the cauſe of the diſturbance, was inform- 


ed of what had happened by the complainants, who, 
at the ſame time, giving him to underftand, that they 
had been ſeverally ſummoned to attend the colonel 
that morning, he aſſured them, that they had been 
impoſed upon by ſome wag ; for his lodger had never 


dreamed of con!ulting any one of their profeſſion. 


Thunder-ſtruck at this declaration, the general cla- 
mour inſtantaneouſly ceaſed; and each, in particular, 
at once comprehending tne nature of the joke, they 
ſneaked ſilently off with the loſs they bad ſuſtained in 
unutterable ſhame and mortific ation; while Peregrine 
and his friend, who took care to be paſſing that way 
by accident, made a full ſtop at ſient of ſuch an ex- 
traordinary efflux, and enjoyed the countenance and 
condition of every one as he appeared: nay, even mide 


up to ſome of thoſe who feemed moſt atfected wit! 
their ſituation, and miſchieyouſly tormented them wit“ 
queftio! . 


in 
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queſtions touching this unuſual. congregation ; then, 
in conſequence of the information they received from 
the landlord and the colonel's valet, fubjec ted the ſur- 
ferers to the ridicule of all the company in town. As 
it wouid have been invpollible for the authors of this 
farce, to keep ther atelves concealed from the indefatiga- 
ble inquiites of the phyſicians, they made no ſecret of 
their having directed the Whole; though they took 
cure to Qwn it in juch an ambiguous manner, as aftord- 
ed no liandic of pro! ecution. 


CH A P. LxXI. 


Peregrine Purbles a note fector, and meets with a 
ironge rather» at : the houje of a certam lady. 


MON G tlio who never failed to reſide at Bath, 
during the ſezjon, was a certain perion, who, 
irom the molt abject miſery, had by his induftry and 
art at play, amalled about fifteen thouſand pounds; 
2nd though his character was notorious, infinuated 
himſelf fo far into the favour of what 1s called the beſt 
company, that very few private parties of pleaſure took 
place, in which he was not principally concerned. He 
was of à gigantic ature, 2 moſt Intrepid COUNtenance ; 
and his Gitpoſition, naturally oycrbearing, had, in the 
courſe of his adventures and ſucceis, acquired a molt. 
mtolerable degree of imolence and vanity. By the fe- 
rocity of his features, and a adacity of his behaviour, 
be had obtained a reputation for the moſt undaunted 
courage, Which had been confiemed hy divers adven- 
tires, in which he had humbled the moſt aſſum 
ing heroes of his on iraternity's ſo that he now 
ze Boy cluef Hector of the places with unqueſtioned 
zuthoritv. 
With this ſon of fort une was Peregrine one evening 
engnged at play, and fo ſucceſsful, that he could not 
3D infarm: ng his fr. 5 = of his goo! luck. Godfrey 
eating hie Gefu ipt; on of the loſer, im mediately recog- 
H 5 zized 
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nized the perſon, whom he had known at Tunhbridpe ; 
and aſſuring Pickle, that he was a ſharper of the 1 
water, cautioned bim againſt any future connexion 
with ſoch a dangerous companion, who (he eine? 
had ſuffered bim 1 to win a ſmall ſum, that he might he 
eycouraged to Joſe a much greater, upon ſome other 
occalion, 

Our young gentleman treaſured up this advice; and 
though he did not feruple to give the gameſter an op- 
portunity of retrieving his loſs, when he next day de. 
minded his revenge, he abſolutely refuſcd to proceed, 
after he had refanded his winning. The other, Who 
conſidered him as a hot-he added nthinking youth, en- 
deavodred to inflame his pride to a continuance of the 
game, by treating his fell with ſcorn and contempt ; 
and, among other farcattic expreiſions, advited him to 
go to ſchool again, before he pretended. to engage with 
maſters of the art. Our hero, incenſed at his arro- 
gance, replied with great warmth, that he knew him- 
felf ſufficiently qualified for playing with men of ho- 
nour, who deal upon the {quare, and hoped he ſho 
always deem it infamous, either to learn or practiis 
the tricks of a profeſſed gameſter. © Blood and thun- 
der, meaning me, Sir? (cried this artiſt, raising his 
voice, and curling his viſage into a moſt intimidating 
frown.) Zounds'!” In cit the throat; of any fcoundy: [ 
who has the preſumption to ſuppole, that I don't Plar 
as honourably as e'er a nobleman in the kingdom: und 
T inſiſt vpon an explanation from you, Sir, or by hel! 
and brimſtone! I ſhall expect other fort of ſatis faction.“ 
Peregrine (whoſe blood by this time boiled within him) 
anſwered without heſitation; „ Far from thinkins 
your demand unreaſonable I will immediately explain 

myſelf without reſerve, and tell you, that, upon un— 
queſtionable authority, I believe you to be an impa— 
dent raſcal and common cheat.” 

The Hector was fo amazed and confonnied at the 
freedom of this declaration, which he thought no man 
on earth would venture to make in his preſence, that 
for ſome minutes he could not recollest him; f; hut. 
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his weapon was unſheathed in a moment, and he began 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. uw WM 
; at length, whiſpered a challenge in the ear of our hero, 19 
i which was accordingly accepted. When they arrived e 
1 next morning upon the field, the gameſter arming his 1 bl 
) countenance with all its terrors, advanced with a ſword 10 fy 
e of a monſtrous length, and putting himſelf in a poſture, 16 
r called aloud in a moſt terrific voice, “ Draw, damn 
ye, draw; I will this inſtant fend you to your fathers.” 1 
{ The youth was not flow in complying with his defire 10 | 
. JM the attack with ſuch unexpected ſpirit and addreſs, Wl 
„ chat his adverſary, having made ſhift with great difh- {1 
o WM culty to parry the firit paſs, retreated a few paces, $1008 
and demanded. a parley, in which he endeavoured to 1 lip 
ce perſuade the young man, that to lay a man of his cha- 1 5 
- JW rafter under the necefiity of chaſtiſing his inſolence, 5 [108 
o WM was the moſt rath and inconſiderate ſtep that he could 8 i 
' WM pollibly have taken; but, that he had compaſſion upon 1 
„ his youth, and was willing to ſpare him, if he would Wl 
1 ſurrender his ſword, and promiſe to aſk pardon in iN 
)- public for the offence he had given. Pickie was fo | 
much exaſperated at his unparallelled effrontery, that 
„ WM without deigning to make the leaſt reply, he flung 
his own hat in che propoſer's face, and renewed the 


s charge with ſuch undaunted agility, that the gameſter, 


2 finding himlelf in manifeſt hazard of his life, betook 5 
A ' himſelf to Lis heels, and fled homewards with incre- 9 
iv M dible ſpeed, being cloſely purſued by Peregrine, who 1 
1 WM having ſheathed his fword, pelted him with ſtones Wil 
as he ran, and compelled him to go, that ſame day, Wil 
„into baniſhment from Bath, where he had domineerecd MY 
0 By this atchievement, which was the ſubject of MAY 
n MW aſtoniſhment to all the company, who had louced upon Wl 
a- MW the fugitive as a perſon of heroic courage, our adven= Wi 
1- W turer's reputation was rendered formidable in all its WY 

circumſtances; although he thereby diſobliged a good WM 
he many people of faſhion, who had contratted an inti- WY 
n macy of friendſhip with the exile, and who relented WY 
it Y his diſgrace as if it had been the misfortune of a worthy WAY 
t. man, Theſe generous patrons, however, bore a very WY 
*_— WW | 
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120 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſmall proportion to thoſe who were pleaſed with tie 
event of the duel, becauſe, in the courſe of their fe. 
fidence at Bath, they had either been inſulted or de- 
frauded by the challenger. Nor was this inſtance of 
our hero's courage unacceptable to the ladies, few ©: 
whom could now refift the united force of ſuch accoin- 
piiſhments. Indeed, neither he nor his friend Godfrey 
would have found much difficulty in picking up. at: 
agreeable companion for life; but Gauntlet's heart wa. 
pre-engaged to Sophy ; and Pickle, excluſive of h.. 
attachment to Emily, which was ſtronger than he bin- 
ſelf imagined, poſſeſſed ſuch a ſhare of ambition, a; 
could not be ſatisfied with the conqueſt of any female 
| he beheld at Bath. | | 
| His viſits were therefore promiſcuous, without any 
ot her view than that of amuſement ; and though his 
pride was flattered by the advances of the fair whom he 
had captivated, he never harboured one thought of pro- 


carefully avoided all particular explanations. But, 


| agreeable entertainment, was the ſecret hiltory of cliu< 
| raters, which he learned from a very extraordinary 
perſon, with whom he became acquainted in this man- 
ner. = | | | 

Being at the houſe of a certain lady, on a viſiting 
day, he was ſtruck with the ap;1-aranice of an old man, 
who no ſooner entered the room tian the miltrels of the 


the old put. This petit maitre, proud of the employ- 
ment, went up to the ſenior, who had ſomething ex- 
tremely peculiar and ſignificant in his countenance, 
and faluting him with divers faihionable congées, ac- 


hanged. I vow to Gad! you look extremely ſhock - 

ing with theſe gummy eyes, lanthern jaws, and tooth - 

leſs chavs. What?! you ſquint at the ladies, you old 

Totten medlar? Yes, yes, we underſtand your ogling ; 

but you muſt content yourſeit with a cook maid, ink 
| . | me 


ceeding beyond the limits of common gallaniry, an 


what above all other enjoyments yielded him the mot“ 


houſe very kindly deſired one of the wits preſent to roak 


coſted him in theſe words: „ Your ſervant you old 
raſcal, I hope to have the honour of ſeeing you 
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PEREGRINE PICE LE. 121 
me! 1 ſee you want to fit. Theſe withered ſhanks of 
yours temble under their burthen: but you muſt haye 
a little patience, old Hirco ; indeed you muſt. I in- 
tend to mortify you a little longer, curſe me!“ 

The company was ſo tickled with this addreſs, which 
was delivered with much grimace and geſticulation, 
that they burſt out into a loud fit of laughter, which 
they fathered upon a monkey that was chained in the 
oom; and when the peal was over, the wit renewed 
his attack, in theſe words: © I ſuppoſe you are fool 
enough to think this mirth was occaſioned by Pug : 
ay, there he is; you had beit ſurvey him; he is of 
our own family, twitch me: but the laugh was at 
70ur expence; and you ought to thank heaven for 
wing. vou fo ridiculous.” While he uttered theſe 

ngenious ejaculations, the old gentleman bowed alter- 
rarely to him and the monkey, that ſeemed to grin 
and chatter 1 in imitation of the beau, and with an Arch 
ſolemnity of viſage, pronounced, «Gentlemen, as 
| have not the honour to underſtand your compliments, 
they will be much better beſtowed on each other.” 80 
aymg, he ſcated himſelf and had the ſatisfaction to 
jre the langh returned upon the aggreſſor, who remain— 
id confounded and abaſhed, and in a few minutes left 
the room, muttering, as he retired, «the old fellow 
grows ſcurrilous, tap my breath.” 

While Peregrine wondered i in ſilence at this extraor- 
dinary ſcene, the lady of the houſe perceiving his ſur- 
priſe, gave him to underſtand, that the ancient viſitant 
was bereft of the ſenſe of hearing; that his name was 
Cadwallader Crabtree : his diſpoſition altogether miſan- 
thropical ; and that he was admitted into company on 
account of the entertainment he afforded by his ſar- 
aaſtic obſervations, and the pleaſant miſtakes to which 
ne was ſubject from his infirmity Nor did our hero 
wait a long time for an illuſtration of this odd charac- 
ter, Every ſentence he ſpoke was repiete with gall ; 
nor did his ſatire conſiſt in general reflections, but in a 
ſeries of remarks, which had been made through the 
medium of a molt whimbical peculiarity of opinion 
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ſpy by teizing him eternatly with that queltion. He 


122 THE ADVENTURES- OF 

Among thoſe who were preſent at this aſſembly waz 
a young officer, who having by dint of intereſt ob- 
tained a ſeat in the Jower houſe, thought it incumbent 


upon him to talk of affairs of ſtate; and according. 


ly regaled the company with an account of a ſe— 


-"Eret expedition which the French were buſied in pre- 


paring ; aſſuring them, that he had it from the mouth 
of the miniſter, to whom it had been tranſmitted by 
one of his agents abroad. In deſcanting upon the 
particulars of the armament, he obſerved, that they 


| ns: twenty ſhips of the line, ready Anne and vic- 


ualled at Breſt, which were dettined for Toulon, 
ee tliey would be joined by as many more; and 
from thence proceed to the execution of their ſcheme, 
which he imparted as a fecret not fit to be divulged. 

T his piece of intelligence being communicated to all 
the company except Mr. Crabtree, who fuſfered by 
his lols of hearing, that Cynic was ſoon after accoſted 


by a lady who, by means of an artificial alphabet, 


formed by a certain conjunction and diſpoſition of the 


fingers, atked if he had heard any extraordinary news 


of late? Cadwallader, with his uſual complaiſance, 
that he ſuppoſed ſhe took him for a courier or 


then expatiated upon the fooliſh curioſity of mankind, 


- which, he ſaid, muſt either proceed from idleneſs or 


want of ideas; and repeated verbatim the officer's infor- 


mation, as a vague ridiculovs report, invented by { ome 


ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give himſelf airs of 
importance, and believed only by thoſe who were ut- 
terly unacquainted with the politics and ſtrength of 
the French nation. 

In confirmation of what he had 3 he en- 


deavoured to demonſtrate how impoſſible it mu:t be 


for that people to fi out even the third part of fach a 


navy, fo ſoon after the loſſes they had ſuſtained during 


the war; and*contirmed his proof by aſſerting, that, 


to his certain knowledge, the harbours of B. 4 and 


Toulon could not at that time produce a ſquadron of 
eight ſhips « of the line, 


The 


PEREGRINE PICK LIT. 127 
The member, who was an utter ſtranger to this mi- 
ſanthrope, hearing his own aſſeverations treated with 
ſuch contempt, glowed with contuſion and reſentment,' 
and railing his voice began to defend his own veracity 
with great eagerneſs and trepidation, mingling with 
his argumenis OY bluſtering invectives agalnſt the 
inſolence and ill manners ef his ſuppoied contradicor, 
who {at with the ano mortifvincg compoture of coun- 
tenance, till the ocer's patience was quite exhauſted ; 
and then, to the manifeit increaſe of his vexat ion; he 
was informed, that his antagoniſt was io deat, that in 


all probability, the laſt trumpet would make no im- 


preſſion upon him, without a previous renovatiun of 
his organs. 


C H A P. LXXII. 


He cuεẽi tes an ac a , UND the Mi{anthiope, 
% fromrs tim with a fhart ſketch of bis en 


hifiory., 


EREGRINE was extri me! y well pleaſed with this. 


occafiunal rebuke, winch © cue to ſeaſonably, 
that he could ſcarce believe it accidental. Ile looked 
upon Cadwallader as the gieateſt exriafty ne had ever 
known, and cultivated the old gentleman's acquaint- 
ance With ſuch inſinnating Aa that in lets than a 
fortnight he chtainzd his confidence. As they one day 
walked into the fields togethe r, the Marhatcr diſcloſed 
humſelf, in theſe werds: © Tho! the term of our com- 
munication has been but ſhort, you mult have per- 


ceived, that I treat you with uncommon. marks of re- 


vard ; niche I aſſure you is not owing to We perſo- 
no] accompl [}1nevts, nor the pains you take to oblige 
me; for the firſt 1 e e Sal the laſt I fee thro ough : 
but. there is ſomething in your diſpoſition which indi. 
cates a rooted conte empt for the world, and J under- 
tand you have made tome ſucceisful efforts, in expo- 
ng one part of it to the ridicule of the other. It 18 
„pon this Abra ance, &. nat 1 offer you my advice and 
15 aſſiſtance, 
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124 THE ADVENTURES OF 
aſſiſtance, in proſecuting other ſchemes of the fame nz. 
ture; and to convince you that ſuch an alliance is not ta 
be rejected, I will now give you a ſhort ſketch of 7 
hiſtory, which will he publithed after my death, in 


forty-ſeven volumes of my own compiling. 


] was born about forty miles from this piace, of pa- 
rents who having a very old family name to tappurt, 
beſtowed their whole fortune on my elder brother; {6 


that I inherited of my father little elſe than a large 
ſhare of choler, to which I am indebted for a great 


many adventures that did not always wa to my tins 
faction. At the age of cightecn I was ſent up to town, 


with a recommendation to a certain peer, wao found 
means to amuſe me with the promi! ſe of a common, 


for ſeven whole years; and tis odds but I ſhould have 
made my fortune by my perſcverence, had not I been 
arreſted, and thrown into the marſhalſea by my land- 
lord, on whoſe credit I had ſubſiſting three years, after 
my father had renounced ine as an idle vagabond. 


There I remained fix months, among thoſe priſoners 


who have no other ſupport tian chance charity; and 
contracted a very valuable acquaintance, which wis 


of great ſervice to me in the future, eee of 


my lite. 

T1 was no ſooner diſcharced, in conſequence of an act 
of parliament ſor the relief of inſolvent debtors, than! 
went to the houſe of my creditor, whom I cudgells1 
without mercy ; and that I might leave nothing ur 
done of thoſe things which I ought to have done, m; 
next ſtage was to Weſtminſter hall, where I waited un- 
til my patron came forth from the houſe, and fajuted 
him with a blow that laid him ſenſeleſs on the p we; 
ment : but my retreat was not ſo fortunate as I covid 
have i; the chairmen and lacquies in waiting 
having ſurrounded and diſarmed me in a thrice, I] w: 


committed to Newgate, and loaded with chains; BP a 


very ſagacious gentleman, who was afterwards hange«, 
having fat in judgment upon my caſe, pronounced me 
guilty of 3 Fapital crime, and foretold my condemus - 
(79: 


latic 
geſt! 
thay 
nid, 
OV 

1 
on 
an 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 125 
tion at the Old Bailey. His prognoſtic, however, was 
diſappointed ; for no body appearing to proſecute me 
at the next ſeſſions, I was diſcharged, by order of the 
court. Tt would be impoſſible for me to recount, in 
the compaſs of one day's converſation, all the particu- 
hr exploits in which I bore a conſiderable ſhare : ſuf- 
ice it to ſay, I have been, at different times, priſoner 
in all the jails within the bills of mortality. I have 
broke from every round-houſe on this fide n 
No bailiff, in the days of my youth and deſperation, 
durſt execute a writ upon me without a dozen follow- 
ers; and the juſtices themſelves trembled when I was 

brought before them. | | | 
was once maimed by a carman, with whom I quar- 
relled, becauſe he ridiculed my leek on St. David's 
day; my ſkull was fractured by a butcher's cleaver, 
on the like occation. I have been run through the 
body five times, and loſt the tip of my left ear by a 
piftol bullet. In a rencounter of this kind, having 
left my antagoniſt for dead, I was wiſe enough to make 
my retreat into France; and a few days after my ar- 
val at Paris, entering into converſation with ſome 
officers on the ſubject of politics, a diſpute aroſe, in 
which I loſt my temper, and ſpoke fo irreverently of 
the Grand Monarque, that next morning I was ſent to 
the baſtile, by virtue of a Letter de Cachet. There I 
remained for ſome months, deprived of all intercourſe 
with rational creatures; a circumſtance for which TI 
was not ſorry, as I had the more time io project 
ſchemes of revenge againſt the tyrant who confined me, 
and the wretch who had betrayed my private conver- 
lition - but tired, at length, with theſe fruitleſs ſug- 
geſtions, I was fain to unbend the ſeverity of my 
thoughts by a correſpondence with ſome induſtrious 

ſpiders, wha had hung my dungean with their inge- 
aious labours. | | „ 
I conſidered their work with ſuch attention, that I 
on became an adept in the myſtery of weaving, and 
unithed myſelf with as many uſeful obſervations and 
| | reflections 
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reflections on that art, as will compoſe a very curion 


treatiſe, which I intend to bequeath to the Royal Se- 


ciety, for the benefit of our woollen manufacture; 
and this with a view to perpetuate my own name, ra- 


ther than befriend my country: for, thank heaven, I 1 


am weaned from all attachments of that kind, and look 
upon myſelf as one very little obliged to any lociety 
whatſoever. Although I preſided with abſolute pow- 


er over this long legged community, and diſtributed 


rewards and puniſhments to each, according to his 
deſerts, I grew impatient of my ſituation; and my 


natural diſpoſition, one day, prevailing, like a fire | 


which hath long been ſmothered, I wreaked the fury 


of my indignation upon my innocent ſubje&s, and in 


a twinkling deſtroyed the whole race. While I was em- 


plovyed in this general maſſacre, the turnkey, who brought 
me food, opened the door, and perceiving my tran{\- 


port, ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and leaving my al- 


lowance, went out, pronouncing, Le fauvre diable 


la tete lui tourne. My paſſion no ſooner ſubſided than 


J reſolved to profit by this opinion of the jailor, and 
from that day counterfeited lunacy with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that in leſs than three months I was delivered from the 
baſtile, and ſent to the gallies, in which they thought 


my bodily vigour might be of ſervice, although the fa— 


culties of my mind were decayed, Before I was chain- 
ed to the oar, I received three hundred ſtripes by way 
of welcome, that I might thereby be rendered more 
tractable, notwithſtanding I uſed all the arguments in 
power to perſuade them, I was only mad north, north 


de, and when the wind was ſoutherly, knew a hau 
From a hand-ſaw. 


In our ſecond cruize we had the good fortune to be 
overtaken by a tempeſt, during which the ſlaves were 
unbound, that they might contribute the more to the 
preſervation of the galley, and have a chance for their 


lives, in caſe of ſhipwreck. We were no ſogner at 
liberty, than making ourſelves maſters of the veſſel, 


we robbed the officers, and ran her on ſhore among 


rocks on the coaſt of Portugal; from whence I hal- 


tentd 


dured without flinching; but my reſolution abated, 
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tened to Lifbon, with a view of obtaining my paſſage 
in ſome ſhip bound for England, where, by this time, 


i hoped my affair was forgotten. | þ 

But before this ſcheme could be accompliſhed, my 1 
evil genius led me into company; and being intoxi- + "oh 
cated, I began to broach doctrines on the ſubject of + ul 
religion, at which ſome of the party were ſcandalized 1 
and incenſed; and I was next day dragged out of bed al 
by the officers of the inquiſition, and conveyed to a cell 1 
in the priſon belonging to that tribunal. To | 10 * 


At my firſt examination, my reſentment was ſtrong 
enough to ſupport me under the torture which I en- 


5 S 7 
and my zeal immediately cooled, when I underſtood 


from a fellow-priſoner, who gro:ned on the other ſide 
of the partition, that in a ſhort time there would be an 
Auto da Je; in conſequence of which J ſhould, in all 
probability, be doomed to the flames, if I would not 
renounce my heretical errors, and ſubmit to ſuch pe- 
nance as the church ſhovld think fit to preſcrive. This 
miſerable wretch was convicted of Judaiſm, which he 
had privately practiſed, by connivance for many years, 
until he had amaſſed a fortune ſufficient to attract the 
regard of the church. To this he fell a ſacrifice, and 
accordingly prepared himſelf for the ſtake; while I, 
not at all ambitious of the crown of martyrdom, re- 
folved to temporize : fo that, when I was brought to 
the queſtion the ſecond time, I made a ſolemn recanta- 
tion. As TI had no worldly fortune to obſtruct my ſal- 
vation, Iwas received into the boſom of the church, and, 8 
by way of penance, enjoined to wal barefoot to Rome, 9 
in the habit of a pilgrim. = 
During my peregrination thro' Spain, I was detain- 
ed as a ſpy, until I could procure credentials from 
the inquiſition at Liſbon ; and behaved with ſuch reto- 
lution and reſerve, that, after being releaſed, I was 
deemed a proper perſon to be employed in quality of a 
ſecret intelligencer, at a certain court. This office 1 
undertook, without heſitation; and being furniſhed 
with money and bills of credit, crofſed the > at 
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in beholding his enemies at loggerheads. 
enjoy this diſpoſition, abſtracted trom all interruption, 
| danger, and participation, 1 feign myſelf deaf; an 
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with intention to revenge myſelf upon the Spaniards 
for the ſeverities I, had undergone, during my capti- 
vity. 

tg therefore effectuallly diſguiſed myſelf by + 
change of dreſs, and a large patch on one eye, 1 hire 
an equipage, and appeareck at Bologna, in quality of 
an itinerant phytician ; in which capacity I ſucce ded 
tolerably well, till my ſervants decamped in the night, 
with my baggage, and left me in the condition of 
Adam. In ſhort, I have travelled over the greatcit 
part of Europe, as a beggar, pilgrim, prieit, foldier : 
gameſter and quack; and felt the extremes of inch 


ence and opulence, 4 the inclemency of ee 


in all its viciſſitudes I have learned that the charac 
ters of mankind are every where the ſame; that com- 


mon ſenſe and e bear an infinitely mall propor- 


tion to folly and vice; and that life is at belt a paltry 


province. 


After having A innemerable hardſhips, dan- 


| eres and diſe races, returned to London, where 1 
1 


ved ſome years in a garret, and picked up a ſubnt 
tence, ſuch as it was, by vending purges in the aer bs 


_ from, the back of a pied horſe ; in which fituation 1 
tne mob, in broken Engliſh, under , 


uſed to harangu- 
pretence of being an High German doctor. 
Mt lait an n uncle died, by whom [ inherit an © Wee 0 


community, « or a 4 18 called a {> cial creature, but 
meerly as a ſpectator, who entertains himſelf with the 
grimaces of a jack-pudding, and banquets his tpleen 
That I may 


expedient by which I not only a: vid all diſputes, and 
their conſequences, but alſo become maſter of a thou- 
fand little ſecrets, which are every day whiſpered in my 
preſcnce, 
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preſer.ce, without any ſuſpicion of their being over- 
heard. You faw how I handled that ſhallow politician 
zt my lady Plauſible's the other day. The ſame me- 

cod I practiſe upon the crazed tory, the bigot whig, 

MW the four ſupercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the 

" MF bluftering coward, the fawning tool, the pert pimp, 
fly ſharper, and every: other ſpecies of knaves and fools 
with which this kingdom abounds. | 


In conſequence of my rank and character I obtain 
free admiſſion to the ladies, among whom I have ac- 
| quired the appellation of the ſcandalous Chronicle. 


As Jam conſidered (while ſilent) in no other light 
chan that of a footſtool or elbow chair, they diveſt their 
. JM converſation of all reſtraint before me, and gratify my 
ſenſe of hearing with ſtrange things, which (if I could 
prevail upon myſelf to give the world that ſatisfaction) 
vould compoſe a curicus piece of ſecret hiſtory, and 
M exhibit a quite different idea of characters from what. 
: is commonly entertained, 1 | 
[3 By this time, young gentleman, you may perceive, 
chat I have it in my power to be a valuable correſpon- 
dent; and that it will be your intereſt to deſerve my 
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r | Hee the Mifanthrope left off ſpeaking, deſirous to 4 
3 know the ſentiments of our hero, who embraced the | 
' WM proffered al iance, in a tranſport of joy and ſurpriſe ; of 
and the treaty was no ſooner concluded than Mr. I 
- WM Crabtree began: to perform articles, by imparting to WW 
bim a thouſand delicious ſecrets, from the poſſeſiion of 74 
; HW which he promiſed himſelf innumerable ſcenes of mirth WM 
t and enjoyment, By means of this aſſociate, whom he - Wi 
e WM conſidered as the ring of Gyges, he foreſaw that he Wi 
n KM fhould be enabled to penetrate not only into the cham- Wi 
v bers but even to the inmoſt thoughts of the female ſex. 4 
, In order to ward oft ſuſpicion, they agreed to revile - 
a HW each other in public, and meet at a certain private ren- 1 
4 dezvous, to communicate their mutual diſcoveries, and hl 
concert their future operations, 4 
V i 
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130 THE ADVENTURES OF 
CHAP, LXXIIL. 


Peregrine arrives at the garriſen, Alerr he receiver 
the laſt admonitions of Commodore Trunnion, who 
next day refigns his breath, and is buried according 
to his own directions. Some gentleme:: in the country 

make a fruitleſs attempt to accommodate matter: 
betwixt Mr. Gamaliel Pickle and his eldeft ſon. 


BOUT four o'clock in the morning our hero ar- 
rived at the garriſon, where he found his gene- 
rous uncle in extremity, ſupported in hed, by Julia on 
one fide, and lieut. Hatchway on the other ; ; while 
Jolter adminiſtered ſpiritual conſolation to his ſoul, and 
between whiles comforted Mrs. Trunnion, who, with 
her maid, ſat by the fire, weeping with great decorum ; 
the phylician having juſt taken his laſt fee, and retir- 
ed, after pronouncing the fatal prognoſtic, in which 
he anxiouſly wiſhed he might be miſtaken. 
Though the commodore's ſpeech was interrupted by 
A violent hiccup, he itil] retained the uſe of his ſenſes ; 
and when Peregrine approached, ſtretched out his hand 
with manifeſt ſigns of fatisfackion. The young gen- 
tleman, whoſe heart overflowed with gratitude "and 


affection, could not behold ſuch a ſpect acle unmoved. | 


He endeavoured to conceal his tenderneſs, which in the 
wildneſs of his youth, and in the pride of his d:{po{t- 
tion, he conſidered as a derogation from his manhood ; 
but, in ſpite of all his endeavours, the tears guſhed 
from his eyes, whije he kiſſed the old man's h: ag 
and he was fo utterly diſconcerted by his grief, 
when he attempted to ſpeak, his tongue denied its of- 
fice : ſo that the commodore, perceiving bis diſorder, 
made a laſt effort of ſtrength, and confoled him 8 
theſe words: Swab the ſpray from your bowſprit, my 
good lad, and coil up your ſpirits. You mult not let 
the top lifts of your heart give way, becauſe you tee 


me ready to go down at theſe years; many a better 


man has foundered before he has made half my way; 


thot 


ay; 
thot 
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thof I truſt, by the mercy of God, I ſhall be ſure in 


port in a very few glaſſes, and faſt moored in a moſt 
blelled riding: for, my good friend Jolter hath over- 
hauled the journal of my ſins: and by the obſervation 
he hath taken of the ſtate of my toul, I hope I ſhall 
happily conclude my voyage, and be brought up in 
the latitude of Heaven. Here has been a doctor that 
wanted to ftow me chock-full of phyſic; but, when a 
man's hour is come, what ſignifies his taking his de- 
parture with a'pothecary's ſhop i in his hold ? Thoſe 
tellows come along ide of dying men, like the meſ- 
ſengers of the ad: miralty with failing orders: but, I 
told him, as how I could flip my cable without his 
direction or aſliſtance, and fo he havled off in dudgeon. 
This curſed hiccup makes ſuch a rippling in the cur- 
rent of my ſpeech, that may hap you don't underſtand 
what I fay. Now, while the ſucker of my wind 
pump will go, I would willingly mention a few things, 
which I hope you will ſet down in the log hook of your 
remembrance, when I am ſtiff, d'ye Tre, - There's 
your aunt ſitting wulmpering by the fire, I deſire you 
will Keep her tight, Warm, A and ealy in her old age; 
ſhe's an honeſt heart in her on way; and thof ſhe 
goes a little crank and humourſome, by being often 
over-ftowed with Mants and religion, ſhe has been a 
faithful mhip- mate to me, and I dare ſay never turned 
in with another man, ance we firſt embarked in the 
lame bottom. Jack Hatchway, you know the trim of 
her as weil as e'er a man in England, and I believe 
ſe has a kindneſs ior you; whereby, if you two will 
applet in the way of matrimony, when J am gone, I 
do ſuppole, that my godſon, for love of me, will al- 
low you to live in the garriſon all the days of your life.“ 
Peregrine aflured him he would with pleaſure com- 
ply with any requeit he ſhould make, in behalf of two 
perſons whom he efteemed ſo much. The lieutenant, 
with a waggiſh ſnecr, which even the gravity of the 
ſttuation could not prevent, thanked them both for 
their good will, telling the commodor e, he was obliged 
o to 
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a pirate. 


were wont to wear; and they muſt keep a good look 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


132 


to him for his friendſhip, in ſeeking to promote him 
to the command of a veſſel which he himſelf had wore 
out in the ſervice : that notwithſtanding, he ſhould be 


content to take charge of her, tho' he could not help 


being ſhy of coming after ſuch an able navigator. 
Trunnion, exhauſted as he was, ſmiled at this ſally, | 


and after ſome pauſe, reſumed his admonitions in this 


manner: I need not talk of Pipes, becauſe I know | 

ou'll do for him, without my recommendation; the | 
fellow has failed with me in many a hard gale, and III 
warrant him as ſtout a ſeaman as ever et face to the 
weather: but I hope you will take care of the reſt of 
my crew, and not diſrate them after I am dead, in f- 
As for that young woman, 
Ned Gauntlet's daughter, I'm informed as how the is | 
an excellent wench, and has a reſpect for you; where- | 


vour of new followers. 


by, if you run her on board in an unlawful way, I 


leave my curſe upon you, and truſt you will never | 
proſper in the voyage of life: but, I believe you are | 
more of an honeſt man, than to behave ſo much like 
I beg of all love you wool take care of your | 
conſtitution, and beware of running foul of harlots, 
who are no better than ſo many mermaids, that fit up- 
on rocks in the fea, and hang out a fair face for the 


deſtruction of paſſengers; thor I muſt ſay, for my 


oven part, I never met with any of thoſe ſweet ſingers, 


and yet I have gone to fea tor the ſpace of thirty years. 


But howſomever, ſteer your courſe clear of all ſuch 


brimſtone bitches; ſhun going to law as you would 
ſhun the devil, and look upon all attornies as devour- 
ing ſharks, or ravenous fiſh of prey. As ſoon as the 


breath is out Gi my body, let minute guns be fired, 


till I am fate under ground: I would allo be buried in 
the red jacket I had on, when I boarded and took the 
Renummy. Let my piſtols, cutlaſs, and pocket-com- 
paſs be laid in the cothn along with me. Let me be 


carried to the grave by my own men, rigged in the 


black caps and white ſhirts which my barge's crew 


out, 
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out, that none of your pilfering raſcallions may come 
and have me up again, for the lucre of what they can 

get, until the carcaſe is belayed by a tombſtone, As 

bor the motto, or what you call it, I leave that to you 1 

Ind Mr. Jolter, who are ſcholars; but I do deſire, 

„chat it may not be engraved in the Greek or Latin lin- 

gos, and much leſs in the French, which I abominate, 

WT but in plain Engliſh, that when the angel comes to 

e W pipe 4/4! hand at the great day, he may know that 1 

m a Britiſh man, and ſpeak to me in my mother 

je tongue. And now I have no more to ſay, but God in 

f © Heaven have mercy upon my toul, and ſend you all 
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-bei weather, whereloever you are bound.” So faying, 1 
1, be regarded every individual round him with a look WW. 
is of complacency, and cloting his eye, compoſed himſelf h 1 
c- Jo cent, while the whole audience (Pipes himſelf not 9 
I M icepted) were melted with forrow ; and Mrs. Trun- WM 
cr non conſented to quit the room, that ſhe might not be WW 
ire MW expoled to the unſpeakable anguiſh of ſeeing him ex- i 
ke pie. | | „ | .* i 
ur His laſt moments, however, were not ſo near as they 1 


1s, N imagined; he began to doſe, and enjoyed ſmall inter- 
ap- Noals of caſe, till next day in the afternoon 3 during 
the Nöhich remifſions, he was heard to put forth many 
my Wpious cjaculactens, expreſſing his hope, that for all 
ers, Wile heavy cargo of his fins, he ſhould be able to ſur- 
ars. Mnount the puttock-ihruuds of deſpair, and get aloft 
uch Wi the croſs- trees of God's good favour, At laſt, his 
zuld Wroice {funk ſo low, as not to be diflnguiſhed ; and hav- 
our- Wig lain about an hour, almoſt without any perceptible 
the Wigns of life, he gave up the ghoſt, with a groan, 
ured, Mitch announced his deceaſe. | | 
din] Julia was no founer certified of this melancholy 
the Wient, than ſie ran to her aunt's chamber, weeping; 
com- bud; and immediately a very decent concert was 
ne be performed by the good widow and her attendants. Pe- 
n the Wigiine and Hatchway retired till the corpſe ſhould be 
crew id out; and Pipes having ſurveyed the body, with a 
look Wice of rueful attention, “ Well, fare thy iou!! Old 
out, lawſer Trunnion (faid he,) man and boy I have 

| | J known 
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known thee theſe five and thirty years, and fure a truer 


heart never broke biſcuit. Many a hard gale haſt thou 


weathered 5 but now thy ſpells are all over, and thy 
hull fairly laid up. A better commander I'd never de- 


fire to ſerve ; and who knows but I may help to i 
up thy ſtanding rigging in another world!?!“ 


All the ſervants of the houſe were affected with the 


loſs of their old maſter, and the poor people in the 


neighbourhood aſſembled at the gate, and by repeated 
howlings expreſſed their ſorrow for the death of their 
charitable benefactor. Peregrine, though he felt every 
thing which leve and gratitude could inſpire on this 
occaſion, was not ſo much everwhelmed with affliction, 
as to be incapable of taking the management of the 
family into his own hands. He gave directions about 
the funeral with great diſcretion, after having paid 
the compliments of condolance to his aunt, whom he 
conſoled with the affurance of his inviolable eſteem and 


affection, He ordered a ſuit of mourning to be made 
for every perſon in the garriſon, and_ invited all the | 
neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not even except- | 
ing his father and brother Gam, who did not, however 
| Honour the ceremony with their preſence 3 nor was his 
mother humane enough to viſit her ſiſter-in-law in her | 


diſtreſs. 


In the method of interment, the commodore's iu. 


junctions were obeyed to a tittle ; and at the fame time 


our hero made a donation of fifty pounds to the pos! 


of the pariſh, as a benefaction which his uncle had 


Forgot to bequeath. 

Having performed theſe obſequies with the moſt 
pious punCtuality, he examined the will, to which | 
there was no addition ſince it had been firſt executed, 


adjuſted the payment of all the legacies, and being ſole 


Executor, took an account of the eſtate to which he had | 
Jucceeded. and which, after all deductions, amounted 
to thirty thouſand pounds. The poſſeſſion of ſuch a 


fortune, of which he was abſolute maſter, did not at 
all contribute to the humiliation of his ſpirit, but in- 
ſpired him with new ideas of grandeur and magni!!- 


cence, 


«as 


looked upon by his neighbours as a prodigy of inſo- 


would have heard of his revenge; but, notwithſtand- 
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cence, and elcvated his hope to the higheſt pinnacle of 
expectation. S | 

His domeſtic affairs being ſettled, he was viſited by 
almoſt all the gentlemen of the county, who came to 
ay their compliments of congratulation on his acceſ- 
25 to the eſtate; and ſome of them offered their good 
offices towards a reconciliation betwixt his father and 
him, induced by the general deteſtation which was en- 


* Oo = - * 
tertained for his brother Gam, who was by this time 


lence and malice. Our young ſquire thanked them for 
their kind propoſal, which he accepted; and old Ga- 
maliel, at their intreaties, ſeemed very well diſpoſed to 
an accommodation : but, as he would rot venture to 
declare himſelf, before he had conſulted his wife, his 
favourable diſpoſition was rendered altogether ineffec- 
tual, by the inſtigations of that implacable woman 
and our hero reſigned all expectation of being reunited 
to his father's houſe, His brother, as uſual, took all 
opportunities of injuring his character, by falſe aſper- 
ſions and ſtor ies miſrepreſented, in order to prejudice 
his reputation: nor was his ſiſter Julia ſuffered to en- 
joy her good fortune in peace. Had he undergone 
ſuch perſecution from an alien to his blood, the world 


ing his indignation, he was too much tinctured by 
the prejudices cf conſanguinity, to lift his arm m 
judgment againſt the ſon of his own parents; and 
this conſideration abridged the term of his reſidence at 
tie garriſon, where he had propoſed to ſtay for ſome 
months. | 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 


The young gentleman hawving ſettled his doweflic of. 
Fairs, arrives in London, and ſets up a gay ©. 


fag e. He meets with Emilia, and is introduced is 


ber uncle, 


IS aunt, at the earneſt ſolicitation of Julia, arg 
| her huſband, took up her quarters at the houſe | 
of that affectionate kinſwoman, who made it her chief 


ſtudy to comfort and cheriſh the diſconſolate widow : 


and Jolter, in expectation of the living, which was not 
yet vacant, remained in garriſon, in quality of land- 
| Reward upon our hero's country eſtate. As for the 
| lieutenant, our young gentleman communed with him, 
in a ſerious manner, ahout the commodore's propoſal | 
for his taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife; and Jack, be- 
ing quite tired of the folitary ſituation of a batchelor, | 
which nothing but the company of his old commander 
could have enabled him to ſupport ſo long, far from 
_ diſcovering averſion to the match, obſerved with an 


arch ſmile, that it was not the firſt time he had com- 
manded a veſſel in the abſence of Captain Trunnion ; 


and therefore, if the widow was willing, he would | 
chearfully ſtand by her helm, and, as he hoped the | 
duty would not be of long continuance, do his endea- 
vour to ſteer her ſafe into the port, where the commo— 


dore might come on board,- and take charge of ker 


again, | | 
In conſequence of this declaration, it was determin- 


ed that Mr. Hatchway ſhould make his addreſies to 
Mrs. Trunnion, as ſoon as decency would permit her 
to receive them; and Mr. Clover and his wife pro- 
miſed to exert their influence in his behalf. Mean 
while, Jack was deſired to live at the caſtle as uſual, 


and aſſured, that it ſhould be put wholly in his poſſeffi- 


on as joon as he ſhould be able to accompliſh this ma- 


When 
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When Peregrine had ſettled all theſe points to his 
own ſatisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, and 
repaired to the great city, purchaſed a new chariot and 
horſes, put Pipes and another lacquey into rich live- 
ries, took elegant lodgings in Pall-mall, and made a 
moſt remarkable appearance among the people of 
faſhion. It was owing to this equipage, and the 
duet of his perſonal deportment, that common fame, 
which is always a common liar, repreſented him as 2 
young gentleman who had juſt ſucceeded to an eſtate of 
five thouſand pounds per annum, by the death of an 
uncle; that he was intitled to an equal fortune at the 
deceaſe of his own father, excluſive of two conſiderable 
jointures, which would devolve upon him, at the de- 
miſe of his motl.er and aunt. This report (falſe and 
ridiculous as it was) he could not find in his heart to 
contradict ; not but that he was ſorry to find himſelf ro i 
miſrepreſented : but his vanity would not allow him to i 
take any ſtep that might diminiſh his importance in the 
opinion of thoſe who courted his acquaintance, on the 
ſuppoſition that his circumſtances were actually as 
affluent as they were ſaid to be. Nay, ſo much was he 
infatuated by this weakneſs, that he reſolved to encou- 
rage the deception, by living up to the report; and ac- 
cordingly, engaged in the moſt, expenſive parties of 
pleaſure ; believing, that before his preſent finances 
ſhould be exhauſted, his fortune would be effectually 
made, by the perſonal accompliſhments he ſhould have 
occaſion to diſplay to the beau monde, in the courſe of 
his extravagance. In a word, yanity and pride were 
the ruling foibles of our adventurer, who imagined 
himſelf ſufficiently qualified to retrieve his fortune in 
various ſhapes, long before he could have any idea of 
want or difficulty. He thought he ſhould have it in 
his power at any time, to make prize of a rich heireſs, 
or opulent widow; his ambition had already afpired 
to the heart of a young handſome dutcheſs dowager, 
to whoſe acquaintance he had found means to be in- 
troduced : or, ſhould matrimony chance to be unſuit- 
able to his inclinations, he neyer doubted, that by the 
I 3 tereſt 
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intereſt he might acquire among the nobility, he ſhon!; 
: be favoured with ſome lucrative poſt, that would am. 
ply recompenſe him for the liberality of his diſpoſition, 
here are many young men, who entertain the ſame 


expectations, with half the reaſon he had to be ſo pre 
ſumptuous. 
In the midſt of theſe chimerical calculations, his | 
paſſion for Emilia did not ſubſide ; but, on the contra. 
ry, began to rage to ſuch an inflammation of deſire, 
that her idea interfered with every other reflection, and 
_ abſolutely diſabled him from proſecuting the other lofty f 
ſchemes which his imagination had projected. Hz | 


therefore laid down the honeſt reſolution of viliting her 
in all the ſplendor of his ſituation, in order to practiſe 
upon her virtue with all his art and addreſs, to the ut. 


moſt extent of his influence and fortune; Nay, & | 
effectually had his guilty paſſion abſorb d his princi- | 
ples of honour, confcience, humanity, and regard for | 
the commodore's laſt words, that he was baſe enouch | 
to rejoice at the abſence. of his friend Godfrey, why | 
being then with his regiment in Ireland, could not dire 
into his purpoſe, or take meaſures for Tg his 


vicious deſign. 


Fraught With aſs heroic ſentiments, he determined | 
to ſet out for Suſſex in his' chariot and fix, attended by | 
his valet de chambre and two footmen, and as he was 


now ſenſible, that in his laſt eſſay he had miſtaken his 


cue, he determined to change his batter y, and fap the 


fortreſs, by the moſt ſubmiſſive, ſor t, and inſinuating 
behaviour. 


On the evening that preceded this purpoled expedi- 


tion, he went into one of the boxes at the play- houſe 2, 
as uſual, to ſhew himſelf to the ladies; and in recon- 
noitring the company through a glaſs, (for no othe! 

reaſon, but becauſe it was faſhionable to be purblind) 


perceived his miſtreſs very plainly dreſſed, in one of 


the ſeats above the ſtage, talking to another young 
woman of a very homely appearance. Though hi 


heart beat the alarm with the utmoſt e at ſight 
g of 


co wor w 
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of his Emilia, he was for ſome minutes deterred from 
obeying the impulſe of his love, by the preſence of 
ſome ladies of faſhion, who, he feared, would think 
the worſe of him, ſhould they fee him make his com- 
pliment in public to a perſon of her figure. Nor would 
the violence of his inclination have ſo far prevailed 
over his pride, as to lead him thither, had not he re- 
collected, that his quality friends would look upon her 
as ſome handſome Abigail, with whom he had an affair 


of gallantry, and of conſequence give him credit for 


the intrigue. 

Encouraged by this ſuggeſtion, he complied with 
the di kates of love, and flow to the place where his 
charmer fat, His air and dreſs were ſo remarkable, 
that it was almoſt impoſſible he ſhould have eſcaped the 
eyes of a curious obſerver, eſpecially as he had choſen 
a time for coming in, when his entrance could not fail 


to attract the notice of the ſpectators 3 I mean, when 


the whole houſe was huſhed in attention to the perfor- 


mance on the ſtage. Emilia, therefore, had perceived 


him at his firſt approach ; ſhe found herſelf diſcovered 
by the direction of his glaſs, and gueſſing his intention 
by his abrupt retreat from the box, ſummoned all her 
fortitude to her aid, and prepared for his reception. 
He advanced to her with an air of eagerneſs and joy, 
tempered with modeſty and reſpect, and expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction t ſeeing her, with a ſeeming reverence of 


regard, Though ſhe was extremely well pleaſed at 


this unexpected behaviour, ſhe ſuppreſſed the emotions 
of her heart, and anſwered his compliments with affect- 
ed eaſe and unconcern, ſuch as might denote the good 
humour of a per ſon who meets by e with an in- 
different acquaintance. After having certified himſelf 
of her own good health, he very kindled inquired about 
her mother and Miſs Sophy, gave her to underſtand, 

that he had lately been favoured with a letter from 
Godfrey, that he had actually intended to ſet out next 
morning on a viſit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which (now that 
he was ſo happy as to meet with her) he would poſt- 
pone, until, he ſhould have the pleaſure of N 

| er 
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149 THE ADVENTURES OF 
her to the country, After having thanked him for his 
polite intention, ſhe told him, that her mother was ex. 


pected in town in a few days, and that ſhe herſelf had 
come to London ſome wecks ago, to give her atten. | 
dance upon her aunt, who had been dangeroully ill, 


but was now pretty well recovered. 


Although the converſation of courſe turned upon ge- 
neral topics, during the entertainment, he tod all op- 
portunities of being particular with his eyes, through | 
which he conveyed a thouſand tender proteſtations. She 
ſaw, and inwardly rejoiced at the humility of his 
looks; but far from rewarding it, with one approving 
glance, ſhe induſtriouſly avoided this ocular inter- 
courſe, and rather coquetted with a young gentleman ! 
that ogled her from the oppoſite box. Peregrine's pe- 
netration eaſily detected her ſentiments, and he was 
nettled at her diſſimulation, which ſerved to confirm 
him in his unwarrantable deſigns upon her perſon, ? 
He perſiſted in his aſſiduities with indefatigable perſe- | 
verance : when the play was concluded, handed her 
and her companion to an hackney-coach, and with | 
difficulty was permitted to eſcort them to the houſe of 
Emilia's uncle, to whom our hero was introduced by 
the young lady, as an intimate friend of her brother 


Godfrey. 


The old gentleman who was no ſtranger to the na- 
ture of Peregrine's connection with his ſiſter's family, | 
8 upon him to ſtay ſupper, and ſeemed particu- 
arly well pleaſed with his converſation and deport- 

ment, which, by help of his natural ſagacity, he won⸗ 
_ dertully adapted to the humour of his entertainer. Af- | 
ter ſupper, when the ladies were withdrawn, and the | 
citizen called for his pipe, our fly adventurer followed | 
his example. Though he abhorred the plant, he | 


ſmoaked with an air of infinite ſatisfaction, and expa- 
tiated upon the virtues of tobacco, as if he had been 
deeply concerned in the Virginia trade. In the pro- 
greſs of tlie diſcourſe, he conſulted the merchant's diſ- 
poſition; and the national debt coming upon the car- 
pet, held forth upon the funds like a profeſſed broker. 


When 
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: When the alderman complained of the reftrictions and 
1 JW diſcouragement of trade, his gueſt inveighed againſt 
- Wexorbitant duties, with the nature of which he ſeemed 
„ JW = well acquainted as any commiſſioner of the cuſtoms ; 

A © that the uncle was aſtoniſhed at the extent of his 
knowledge, and expreſſed his ſurprize, tnat a gay 
. HW young gentleman, like him, ſhould have found either 

M {cifave or inclination to conſider ſubjects ſo foreign to 
the faſhionable amuſements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, that 
he was deſcended from a race of merchants ; and that, 
early in hfe, he had made it his buſineſs to inſtruct 
himſelf in the different branches of trade, which he not 
only ſtudied as his family-profeſſion, but alſo as the 
ſource of all our national riches and power. He then 
launched out in praiſe of commerce, and the promo- 
ters thereof; and, by way of contraſt, employed all his 
ndicule, in drawing ſuch ludicrous pictures of the 
manners and education of what is called high life, 
that the trader's ſides were ſhaken by laughter, even to 
the danger of his life; and he looked upon our adven- 
turer as a miracle of ſobriety and good ſenſe. | 

Having thus ingratiated himſelf with the uncle, Pe- 
Negrine took his leave, and next day in the forenoon 
a- Mvilted the niece in his chariot, after ſhe had been ad- 
ly, Nnoniſhed by her kinſman to behave with circumſpectt- 


u- Jon, and cautioned againſt neglecting or diſcouraging 
rt- Wie addreſſes of ſuch a valuable admirer. 

n | | 

TRE CHAP. LXXV; 

the 5 5 

ved He proſecutes his deſign ufon Emilia with great art and 
he | Tierſewerance. 

pa- | . | | | 

jo UR adventurer, having by his hypocriſy, obtain- 
ro- ed free acceſs to his miſt reſs, began the ſiege, by 


dil» Nrrofeſſing the moſt ſincere contrition for his former le- 
car- W'ity, and imploring her forgiveneſs with ſuch earneſt 
cer, Wiipplication, that, guarded as ſhe was againſt his flat- 
Then Wffring arts, ſhe began to believe his proteſtations, which 

| | | __ were 
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were even accompanied with tears, and abated a good Mat 
deal of that ſeverity and diſtance ſhe had propoſed to clip 
maintain, during this interview. She would not, du 
however, favour him with the leaſt acknowledgment } by f 
of a mutual paſſion, becauſe, in the midſt of his vows} elf, 
of eternal conſtancy, and truth, he did not mention ; 
one ſyllable of wedlock, though he was now entirely Hen 
"maſter of his own conduct; and this conſideration ben 
created a doubt, which fortified her againſt all his at. MY" 
tacks : yet, what her diſcretion would have concealed, } qual 
was diſcovered by her eyes, which, in ſpite of all hee 
endeavours, breathed forth complacency and love, ) 
For, her inclination was flattered by her own ſelf ſuf-| ot k 
ficiency, which imputed her admirer's ſilence, in thay poſl 
particular, to the hurry and perturbation of his ſpirits, | perl 
and perſuaded her, that he could not poſſibly regard Om 
her with any other than honourable intentions. BE 
The inſidious lover exulted in the tenderneſs of her om 
looks, from which he preſaged a compleat victory: MW ">. 
but, that he might not over-ſhoot himſelf by his own. 
precipitation, he would not run the riſk of declaring} 1 
himſelf, until her heart ſhould be ſo far intangled! wit 
within his ſnares, as that neither the ſuggeſtions of ho- "® 
nour, prudence, or pride ſhould be able to diſengage it. 
Armed with this reſolution, he reſtrained the impa- n 
tience of his temper within the limits of the moſt deli- ert 
cate deportment. After having ſolicited and obtained ed 
permiſſion to attend her to the next opera, he took her} ob 
by the hand, and preſſing it to his lips in the moſt re- 6— 
ſpectful mnnner, went away, leaving her in a moſt} and 
whimſical tate of ſuſpence, checquered with an inte- fabi 

reſting viciſſitude of hope and fear. | by : 
On the appointed day, he appeared again about fir 
o'clock in the afternoon, and found her native charm earl 
ſo much improved by the advantages of dreſs, that he 7 
was tranſported with admiration and delight; and tree 


while he conducted her to the Hay- market, could 
ſcarce bridle the impetuoſity of his paſſion, ſo as to caſe 
obſerve the forbearing maxims he had adopted. When Pea 


ſhe entered the pit, he had abundance of food for the 


81 all 
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wratification of his vanity; for, in a moment, ſhe 


od P ©. 

© cclipſed all the female part of the audience, each indi- 
ot idual allowing in her own heart, that the ſtranger was 
ent 9 1 8 handſomeſt woman there preſent, except her- 

„ eelt. | 

S : | : 

ion Here it was that our hero enjoyed a double triumph ; 
ely| he was vain of this opportunity to enhance his reputa- 


ion ion for gallantry among the ladies of faſhion, who 
at. new him, and proud of an occaſion to diſplay his 
led, quality acquaintance to Emilia, that the might enter- 
her ain the greater idea of the conqueſt ſhe had made, and 


GC \.} the more deference to his importance in the ſequel 


ſuf-Nok bis addreſſes. That he might profit as much as 
tha poſſible by this ſituation, he went up and accoſted every 
its, | perſon in the pit, with whom he ever had the leaft 
ard] communication, whiſpered and laughed with an affect- 


J cl air of familarity, and even bowed at a diſtance to 
ber I bme of the nobility, on the ſlender foundation of hav- 
ing Rood near them at court, or preſented them with 


ry: 18. | 

on J pinch of Rappee at White's chocolate-houſe. 

ring This ridiculous oſtentation, though now practiſed. 
oled with a view of promoting his deſign, was a weakneſs 


ho MY chat, in ſome degree, infected the whole of his beha- 
e it. Vour; for nothing gave him ſo much joy in converſa- 
1pa-Y 1904 as an opportunity of giving the company to un- 
gel- derſtand, how well he was with perſons of diſtinguiſh- | 
med ed rank and character: he would often (for example) 
- her] obſerve, as it were occaſionally, that the duke of 
re- Ml © was one of the beſt natured men in the world, 
moſt ' and illuſtrate this aſſertion by ſome inſtance of his af- 
inte- fability, in which he himſelf was concerned: then, 

by an abrupt tranſition, he would repeat ſome repartee 
vel of lady T „and mention a certain bon mot of the 
arms carl of C „Which was uttered in his hearing. 


at he] Abundance of young men, in this manner, make 

and tree with the names, though they have never had acceſs 
culdY to the perſons of the nobility: but, this was not the 
1s to caſe with Peregrine, who, in conſideration of his ap- 
Then pearance and ſuppoſed fortune, together with the ad- 
* tg | 


Yall 


vantage 
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vantage of his introduction, was by this time freely ad- 
mitted to the tables of the great. 

In his return with Emilia from the opera, though he 
ſtill maintained the moit ſcrupulous decorum in his be. 
haviour, he plied her with the moſt paſſionate expreſſi- 
ons of love, ſqueezed her hand with great fervency, 
proteſted that his whole ſoul was ingroſſed by her | idea, 
and that he could not exiſt independent of her favour. 
Pleaſed as ſhe was with his warm and pathetic ad- 
dreſſes, together with the reſpectful manner of bis 
making love, ſhe yet had prudence and reſolution ſufh. 
cient to contain her tenderneſs, which was ready to run 
over; being fortified againſt his arts, by reflecting, 

that if his aim was honourable, it was now his bulinek 
to declare it On this conſideration, ſhe refuſed to 
make any ſerious reply to his earneſt expoſtulations, 
but affected to receive them as the undetermined «ff. 
fions of gallantry and good breeding. 
_-"Phis fictitious gaiety and good "humour, though i it 
' batted his hope of extorting from her an acknow- 
leigment of which he might have taken immediate ad- 
vantage, nevertheless encouraged him to Obſerve, (as 
the chariot paſſed along the Strand) that the night was 
far advanced; that ſupper would certainly be over, 
bcfore they coul reach her uncle's houſe ; ; and to pro. 
poſe, that he fſhouwid wait upon her to ſome place, 
where they might be accommod ited with a flight re- 
freſument. She was offended at the freedom of this 
$ ropoſal, Which, however, ſhe treated as a joke, thank- 
ing him for his courtcous offer, and afſining him, that 


Waen ſhe fhould be diipoſed for a tavern treat, he alone 


ho! id have the opportunity of beſtowing it.“ 

zer kuuman being engaged with company abroad; 
and 4 lier aunt reti ed to reſt, he had the a fortune to 
enjoy a zee a tete with her during a whole hour, Which 
he employed with ſuch conſummate (kill, that her 
caution was almoſt overcome. He not only aſſailed 
her with the arvllery of ſighs, vows, prayers and 
tears, but even pawned his honou, in behalf of his 
love. He twore with many imprecations, * al- 
though 
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PEREGRINE Edt obey 145 
though her heart were ſurrendered to him at diſcretion, 
there was a princ cile within him, which would never 
allow him to injure ſuch innocence aud beauty; and 
the tranſports of his paſſion nad, upon tuis occaſion, 
ſo far overſhot his purpoſe, that if the h; ad demanded 
an explanation, while he was thus agitated, he would 
have engaged himſelf to her with by {uch tits, as ne 
could not po Mbly break, with any regard to his 1epu- 
tation. But, from fuch expottulation, ſhe was de- 
terred partly by pride, and partly by the tread of find- 
ing herſelf miſtaken in ſuch an intereſting conjecture. 
She therefore enjoyed the pretent flatte ring appeal ance 
of her fate, was prevaiſed upon to accept the jewels, 
which he purchat ed with part of his winning at Bath, 
and with the mot chanting condeicention ſubmitted 
to a warm embrace, 1 when be took as leave, after 
having obtain ied permiſſion to viſit her, as often as his 
wclin: ation and coavenience would permit, 


In his return to his- own lodgings, he was buoyed 
up with his ſuccels to an extravagance Lot hope, already 


congratula {ed him wiel upon his triumph over Emilta's 
virtue, and began tO proſe ect {ſuture con quelrs aon 


the moſt digniſicd characters of the female ſex, But 
his attention was not at all di ane by theſ2 vain. re- 
flections; he reſolved to concentrat e the whole exertion 
of his foul upon the execut ion of h pr: ent plan, de- 


iifted, 11 th le Mean tit me; fro: NN It cher 8 hemes of 


aer lodgings in 
the city, for the more commodious accompliſhment of 
his purpols. 


0 
28 121 85 1 
pieaſure, intereſt and ambition, and t 


While our lover's imagination wa s thus agreeably 


regaled, his miſtreſs did not enjoy her expectations, 


without tae intervention of doubts and anxjety. His 
ſilence touching the final aim of is addreſſes was a 
myſtery on which ſhe was afraid of exerciſing her ſa- 
gacity; and ber uncle tormented her with inquiries in- 
to the circumſtances of Peregrine's profeſſions and de- 
portment. Rather than give this relation the leaſt 
cauſe of ſuſpicion, which muſt have cut off all inter- 


courſe betwixt her and her adnurer, the ſaid every 
Vor. II. thing 


146 THE ADVENTURES OF 
thing which ſhe thought would fatisfy his care and 
concern for her welfare; and in conſequence of ſuch 
repreſentation, ſhe enjoyed, without reſerve, the company 
of our adventurer, who proſecuted his plan with tur- 
priſing eagerneſs and perſeverance. 


CH A Fr. LXXVI. 


Be prevails upon Emilia to accompany bin to @ maſ-. | 
quer ade, makes a treachercus attempt u on her af. 


Fection, and meets with a deſerved repulſe, 


SCARCE a night elapſed in which he did not con- | 


duct her to ſome public entertainment. When, by 


dint of his inſidious carriage, he thought himſelf in | 
Yall poſſeſſion of her confidence and affection, he lay in 


wait for an opportunity; and hearing her obſerve in 


converſation, that ſhe had never been at a maſquerade, 
begged leave to attend her to the next ball; at the 
ſame time, extending his invitation to the young lady, 
in whoſe company he had found her at the play, ſhe 
being preſent when this ſubje& of diſcourſe was intro- | 
duced, He had flattered himſelf, that this gentlewo- 
man would decline the propofal, as ſhe was a perſon | 
| ſeemingly of a demure diſpoſition, who had been born 
and bred in the city, where ſuch | diverſions are looked 
upon as ſcenes of tewdneſs and debauchery, For 
once, however, he reckoned without his hoſt ; curio- 


fity is as prevalent in the city as at the court-end of the 


town; Emilia no ſooner ſignified her aſſent to this pro- 


poſal, than her friend, with an air of ſatisfaction, 


agreed to make one of the party; and he was obliged 


to thank her for that complaiſance which laid him un- 


der infinite mortification. He ſet his genius at work, 


to invent fome ſcheme for preventing her unſeaſonable 


intruſion. Had an opportunity offered, he would have 
acted as her phyſician, and adminiſtered a medicine that 


would have laid her under the neceſſity of ſtaying at 


| © home ; but his acquaintance with her being too flight 
3 | e f . to 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 17 
to furniſh him with the means of executing this expe- 
dient, he deviſed another, which was practifed with all 
imaginable ſuccels. Underſtanding that her grand- 
mother had left her a ſum of money independent of her 
parents, he conveyed a letter to her mother, intimat- 
ing that her daughter, on pretence of going to the 
maſquerade, intended to beſtow herſelf in marriage to 
a certain perſon, and that in a few days ſhe world be 
informed of the circumſtances of the whole intrigue, 
provided ſhe would keep this information ſecret, and 
contrive ſome excuſe for detaining the young lady at 
home, without giving her cauſe to believe ſhe was ap- 
prized of her intention. This billet, ſubſcribed, Your 
well auiſbe and unknown bumble ſervant, had the de- 
fired effect upon the careful matron, who, on the ball 
day, feigned herſelf ſo extremely ill, that miſs could 
not, with any decency, quit her mamma's apartment; 
and therefore ſent her apology to Emilia in the after- 
noon, immediately after the arrival of Peregrine, who 
pretended to be very much afflicted with the diſappoint- 
ment, while his heart throbbed with a tramport of 
joy. | = „ 9 

About ten o'clock the lovers ſet out for the Hay- 
market, he being dreiled in the habit of Pantaloon, 
and ſhe in that of Columbine; and they had ſcarce en- 
tered the houſe, when the mulic ſtruck up, the curtain 
was withdrawn, and ihe whole ſcene dijplayed at once, 
to the admiration of Emilia, whoſe expectation was in- 
fnitely ſurpaſſed by this exhibition. Our gallant hav- 
ing conducted her through all the different apartments 
and deſcribed the economy of the place, led her into 
the circle, and, in their turn, they danced feveral mi- 
nuets; then going to the fide-board, he prevailed upon 
her to eat ſome {weet-meats and drink. a glaſs of Cham- 
pagne. After a ſecond review of the company, they 
engaged in country dances, at which exerciſe they con- 
tinved until our adventurer concluded, that his part - 
ner's blood was ſufficiently warmed for the proſecution 
of his deſign. On this jeppoiition, which was built 
vpon her declaring, that the was thirſty and fatigued, 
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168. THE ADVENTURES OF 
he perſuaded her to take a little refreſhment and repoſe ; 
and for that purpoſe, handed her down ſtairs into the 
eating-room, where having ſeated her on the floor, 
he preſented her with a glaſs of wine and water; and 
as ſhe complained of being faint, enriched the draught 
with ſome drops of a certain elixir, which he recom. 
mended as a molt excellent reſtorative, though it wag 
no other than a ſtimulating tincture, which he had 
treacheroufly provided for the occaſion. Having {was 
lowed this potion, by which her ſpirits were manifeſtly 
exhilerated, the eat a flice of ham with the wing of a 
cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a glaſs of 
Burgundy, Which ſhe drank at the earneſt intreaty cf 
her admirer. Theſe extraordinary cordials co-operate 
ing with the ferment of her blood, which was hated 
by violent motion, could not fail to affect the conſtitu- 
tion of a delicate young creature, who was naturally 
ſprightly and volatile. Her eyes began to ſparkle with 
unuſual fire and vivacity, a thouſand brilliant faliies of 
wit eſcaped her, and every maik that accoitzd her, un- 
derwent {ome ſmarting repartee. | 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of his ad miniſ- 
tration, propoſed that they ſhoali e reſume their places 
at the country-dances, with a view to promote and 
aſſiſt the efficacy of his elixir; and when he thought 
her diſpoſition was properly adapted for the tueme, 
began to ply her with all the elocution of love, Tn 
order to elevate his own {ſpirits to that piich of reſolu— 


tion which his ſcheme required, he drank two whole } 


bottles of Burgundy, which inflamed his paffion to 
ſuch a degree, that he found himtelf capable of uncer- 


* 


taking and perpetrating any ſcheme for the gratificatien 


of his deſire. 15 | 

5 Emilia, warmed by ſo many concurring incentives, 
in favour of the man ſhe loved, abated conſiderably or 
her wonted reierve, liſtened to his proteſtations win 
undiſſembled pleaſure, and in the confidence of her ja- 
tisfaction, even owned him abſolute maſter of her affec- 
tions. Raviſhed with this confeſſion, he now deemed 


himſelf on the brink of reaping the delicious fruits ct 
| | | N 
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his art and aſfiduity; and the morning being . 
pretty far advanced, atſented with rapture to the firlt 
propoſal ſhe made of retiring to per lodgings. The 
blinds of the chariot being pulled up, he took advan- 
tage of the favourable ſituation of her thoughts; and 
on pretence of being whimiical, in conſequence of the 
wine he had enen claſpech her in his arms, and 
imprinted a thouland kiſfes on hel Posting lips, a free- 
dom which the pardoned as the privilege of intoxication. 
While he thus indulged himielt with impunity, the 
carriage halted, and Pipes opened the door, his maſter 
handed her into the paliage, before ſhe perceived that 


it was not her uncie's houſe, at Which they had a- 
lighted. 


Alarmed at this diſcov ery, ſhe with ſome confuſion 


deſired to know his reaſon for conducting her to a 
ſtrange place at theſe houts: but he made no reply, 
until he had led her into an apartment, when he gave 
her to underſtand, that s her uncle's family muſt be 
diſturbed by her going thither ſo late in the night, 
and the ftreets near Temple bar were infeſted by a 
multitude of robhers and cut-throats, he had ordered 
his coachman to halt at this hou!:, which was kept by 


a relation of his, a mighty gocd ſort of a gentlewoman, 


who would be proud of an opport! ity to accommo- 
date a perſon for whom he was known. to entertain 
ſuch tenderneſs and eſteem, 

Emilia had too much penetration to be impoſed vp- 
on by this plauſible pretext; in ſpite of her partiality 
for Peregrine, which had never been inflamed to ſuch 
a pitch of complacence betore, ſhe comprehended his 
whole plan in a twinkling. Though her e boiled 
with indignation, ſhe thanked him, with an affected 

ur of ſerenity, for his kind concern, and expreſſed her 

bligation to his couſin; but at the ſame, inſiſted up- 
on going home, leſt her abſence ſhould terrify her un- 
cle and aunt, who. ſhe knew, would not retire to ret 
till her return. 

He urged her, with a thonſand remonſtrances, to 
contult her own eaſe and tafety, promiting to fend 
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Pipes into the city, for the ſatisfaction of her relations x 
but £:.ding her obſtinately deaf to his intreaties, he 
aſſured her, that he would in a few minutes comply 
with her requeſt; and, in the mean time, begg'd ſhe 
would fortify herſelf againſt the cold with a cordial, 
which he poured out in her preſence, and which (now 
that her ſuſpicion was arouſed) ſhe refuſed to taſte, 


_ notwithſtanding all his importunities. He then 


fell upon his knees before her, and the tears guſh- 
ing from his eyes, ſwore that his paſſion was wound 
up to ſuch a pitch of impatience, that he could no 
longer live upon the unſulftantial food of expec- 
tation; and that, if ſhe would not vouchſafe to crown 
his happineſs, he would forthwith ſacrifice himſelf to 
her dliſdain, Such an abrupt addreſs, accompanied 
with all the ſymptoms of frantic agitation, could not 


fail to perplex and affright the gentle Emilia, who 


after ſome recollection, replied with a reſolute tone, 
that ſhe could not ſee what re, on he had to complain 
of her reſerve, Which ſhe was not at liberty to lay in- 
tirely aſide, until he ſhould have avowed his intentions 


in form, and obtained the ſanction of thoſe whom it 


was her duty to obey. Divine creature! (cried he, 
ſeizing her hand, and preſling it to his lips) it is from 
you alone I hope for that condeſcenſion, winch would 
overwhelm me with tianſports of celettial bliſs. The 
ſentiments of parents are ſordid, filly, and confined ; 
ſeek not then to ſubject my paſſion to ſuch low reſtric- 
tions, as were calculated for the purpoics of common 
life. My love is too delicate 2nd refined, to wear 
{hole vulgar fetters, which ſerve only to deſtroy the 
merit of voluntay aftection, and to upbraid a man in- 
cejſanily with the articles of compulſion, under which 
he lies. My dear avgel! ſpare me the mortification 
of being compelled to love you, und reign ſole emprets 
of my heart and fortune. I will not affront you 1o 
much as to elk of ſeitlements; my all is at your dit- 
poſal. Tn this pocket book are notes io the amount of 
two thoufand pounds; do me the plenſure to accept 
of them; to-morrow I will Jay ten thouſand more in 

| | | | your 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 151 
your lap. In a word, you ſhall be miſtreſs of my 


whole eftate, and I ſhall think myſelf happy in living 


dependent on your bounty!“ 


Heavens! what were the emotions of the virtuous, 


the ſenſible, the delicate, the tender Emilia's heart, 
when ſhe heard this inſolent declaration from the mouth 
of a man, whom ſhe had honoured with her affection 
and eſteem ! It was not ſimply horror, grief, or in- 
dignation that ſhe felt, in conſequence of this un- 
worthy treatment, but the united pangs of all toge- 
ther, which produced a fort of hyſteric laugh, while 
ſhe told him, that ſhe could not help admiring his ge- 
nerolity. | | : | | 
Deceived by this convulſion, and the ironical com- 
pliment that attended it, the lover thought he had al- 
ready made great progreſs in his operations, and that 
it was now his buſineſs to ſtorm the fort by a vigorous 
aſſault, that he might ſpare her the confuſion of yield- 
ing without reſiſtance. Poſſeſſed by this vain ſuggeſ- 


tion, he ſtarted up, and folding her in his arms, began 


to obey the furious diftate of his unruly and ungene- 
rous deſire. With an air of cool determination, ſhe 
demanded a parley ; and when, upon her repeated re- 
queſts, he granted it, addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe 
words, while her eyes gleamed with all the dignity of 
the moſt awful reſentment, ** Sir, I ſcorn to upbraid 


you with a repetition of your former vows and preteſ- 


tations, nor will I recapitulate the little arts you have 
practiſed to enſnare my heart: becauſe, though by 
dint of the moſt perfidious diſſimulation, you have 
found means to deceive my opinion, your utmoſt 
efforts have never been able to Jull the vigilance of my 
conduct, or to engage my affection beyond the power 
of diſcarding you without a tear, whenever my honour 
ſhould demand ſuch a ſacrifice, Sir, you are unwor- 
thy of my concern or regret, and the ſigh that now 
ſtruggles from my breaſt, is the reſult of ſorrow, for 
my own want of diſcernment. As for your preſent 
attempt upon my chaſtity, . I deſpiſe your power, a} 
I deteſt your intention. Though under the maſk o 
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142 THE ADVENTURES OF 


the moſt delicate re!pef, you have decoyed me from 


the immediate protection of my friends, and contrived 
Other 1 impious mratagems to rum my peace and 1 reputa- 
tion, I confide too much in my own innocence, and 
the authority of the law, to admit one thought of fen 

much leſs to fink under the horror of this ſhe king 
ſituation, into which I have been ſeduced. Sir, vour 
behaviour on this occaſion, is, in all reipe e, low and 
contemptible: for, ruffian as you are, you durſt no! 

Harbour one thought of executing your execrable 
ſcheme, while you knew my brother was near enough 
to prevent, or revenge the inſult; fo that you muſt 
not only be a tren icherous villain, but alſo a moſt de- 
ſpicable coward,” Having expreſſed herſelf in this 
manner, with a moſt majeſtic ſeverity. of aſpect, ſhe 
opened the door, and walking down flairs with fur- 
Prizing re{oluticn, conmitted herſelf to the care of a 
watchman, who accommodated. her with a hackney- 
chair, in which ſhe was ſafely conveyed to her uncle's 
houſe. 

Mean hi le, the lover was ſo confounded and over- 

awed, by theſe cutting reproaches, and her animated 
| iet, that all his reſolutton forſook him, and. ne 


11e 
found himſelf not LA 1capable of obitruting her 
retreat, hat even of uttering one ſyllable to deprecitc 


her wrath, or exitenuate te 3111 ot his oven conduct. 
The nature of his diſappointment, and the keen re- 
morſe that ſeized him, when be reflected upon the 
diſhonourable footing: on Which his character ſtood with 
Emilia, raized ſuch perturbation in his m ing, that hig 
ſilence was ſucceeded by: a violent fit or diltraction, 
during which he raved like a Bediimite, and acted 
a thou: nd extravagances, which td the 

eople of the houle, (a certain Bagh) that he 
had actually loſt his wits. Piz bes, Wl ith great concern, 


adopted the fame opinion; and, being ated by he 


waiters, hindered him, by main for ce, from runn 
out and puriving. the feir fugit] Ive, whom, in Eis de 
Iirium, he eternately curſed and commended, with 
horrid 1 imprecations, and laviſh applauſe, His Gare 
| | valet, 
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valet, having waited two whole hours, in hope of ſce- 
ing his guſt of maſjion overblown, and perceiving that 
the paroxyim ſe-med rather to increaſe, very prudently , 
ſent for a phytician of his maſter's acquaintance, who 
having conſidered the circumRances and ſymptoms of 
the diſorder, directed, that he ſhould he plentifully 
blooded, without loſs of time, and prefcribed a draupht 
to compoſe the tumult of his ſpirits. Thete orders be- 
ing punctually performed, he grew more calm and 1 
tractable, recovered his refleftion fo far, as to be 1 
aſhamed of the extaſy he had undergone, ſuſtered 16 
himſelf quietly to be undreſſed, and put to bed, Where 
the fatigue, occahboned by his exerciſe at the maſque- 
ratle, - co: So ad with the pretent Hit pation of his 
ſpirits to lull him in a pro ford. fleep, which greatly 
tended to the Pre rvation of his inte llezts.; not that be 
found himmel in a ſtate © F perfect tranquillity, when he 
wakcd about noon, The remembrance of what had 
patied overwhelmed him with mortifcetion. Emilia's 
invectives ill found:d in his cars: and while he 
deeplv reſented her ditdain, he could not help admir— 
ing her put, and in his heart did homage to her 
char dis. 
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TN this Rate of disißon, he went home to his own 
L lodgings in a chair; and white he deliberated with 

felt whether he ſhould relinguith the purſuit, and 
nite -21vour to baniſh her idea Pecan his breaſt, or go 
immediately and hunde himielt before his exaſperated 
miltreſs, and offer his band as an attonement for his 
crime, his ſervant put in his hand a r which had 
ter, at the door. He no 
teription was in Enmilia's 


R. ; ' | land 


beer, ciclivered, by 2 
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band-wrizing, than he gueſſed the nature of the con- 


tents; and opening the ſeal with diiordered eagerneſ, 
found the jewels be had given to her, incloſed in a 
blliet couched in theſe words. 


Ar I may have no cauſe to reproach mv{e! 


with having retained the leaſt memorial of x 


wietch whom 1 equally deſpiſe and abhor, 1 take this 
opportunity of reſtoring theſe ineffectual inflruments 
of his infamous deſign upon the hunour of | 

| : F.MIL1A., 


His chagrin was ſo much galled and inflamed by 


the bitterneſs of this contempions meſiige, that he 
gnawed his fingers til the blood ran over is nails, and 


even wept with vex5inn, Sonctimes he vowed e- 


venge againſt her häaghty, virtue, and reviied himſelf 


for his precipitate declaration, before bis ſcheme was 
_- brovght to maturity; tuen he wonid coriider her be- 
- haviour with reverence and regard, and bow before 
the imteſiſtable power of her air actions. In ſhort. his 
breaſt was torn by conflicting paſſions 3 love, ſhame, 
and re morſe contend with vanice, ambition and 16 
venge; and the lupertotity was fit doubttul, nen 
headſtrong d.hre interpoſed, and decided in favour oi 
an attempt towards a. reco! cillation with the offended 
fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he ſet out in the afternoon 
for the houſe of her uncle, not without hopes of that 
tender enjoyment, which never fails to attend an ac- 
commodution betwixt two lovers of taſte and ſenſibilitv, 


Though the conſciouſneſs of his treſpaſs ee 
him with an air of aukward confuſion, he was tao 
confident of his own qualifications and atidrets to de- 


pair of forgivenels ; and by that time he arrived at 
the citizen's gate, he had conned a very artfu! 95 
pathetic harangue, which he propoſed to utter in“, 

own behalf, laying the blame of his conduct on _ 
impetuoſity of his paſſion, incenſed by the Burguns:, 
WRIGh he had too end; drapk : but he did not m 
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with an opportunity to avail himſelf of this prepara. 
tion. Emilia, ſuſpecting that he would take ſome 
ſtep of this kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of viſiting, after having ſignified to her 
kiniman, her reſolution to avoid the company of Pe- 
regrine, on account of ſome ambiguities which (ſhe 
laid) were laſt night remarkable in his demeanour, at 
the maſquerade. She choſe to inſinuate her ſuſpicions 
in theſe hints, rather than give an explicit detail of the 
young man's diſhonourable contrivance, which might 
have kindled the reſentment of the family to ſome 
dangerous pitch of animoſity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himſelf baffled in his ex- 
peCtation of ſeeing her, inquired for the old gentleman, 
with whom he thought he had influence enough to 
make his apulogy good, in cate he ſhould find him 
prepoſſeſſed of the young lady's information. But 
here too he was diſappointed; the uncle had gone to 
dine in the country, and bis wife was indiſpoſed; ſo 
that he had no pretext for ſtaying in the houſe, till the 
return of his charmer. Being, however, fruitful of 
expedients, he diſmiſſed his chariot, and took poſſeſ- 
ſion, of a room in a tayern, the windows of which 
fronted the merchant's gate; and there he propoſed to 
watch until he ſhould fee her approach. This ſcheme 
he put in practice with indefatigable 2 though 
it was not attended with the expected ſucceſs. 

Emilia, whoſe caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreſeeing that ſhe might be expoſed to 
the fertility of his invention, came home by a private 
paſſage, and entered by a poſtern, which was altoge- 
ther unknown to her admirer; and her uncle did not 
arrive, until it was fo late, that he could not with any 
decency demand a conference. | | | 

Next morning he did not fail to preſent himſelf at 
the door, and his miſtreſs being denied by her own 
_ expreſs direction, inſiſted upon ſeeing the maſter of the 
houſe, who received him with ſuch coldneſs of civility 
as plainly gave him to underſtand, that he was ac- 
quainted with the diſpleaſure of his niece, He * 10 
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fore, with an air of candour, told the citizen, he could 
eahly perceive, by his behaviour, that he was the con- 
fident of Mils Emily, of whom he was come to a{k 
pardoh for the offence he had given; and did not 


doubt, if he could be admitted to her preſence, that he. 


ſhould be able to convince her, that he had not erred 
intentionally, or at leaſt propoſe ſuch reparation, as 
would effeCtually atone for his fault. 

To this remonſtrance the merchant, without any ce- 
remony or circumiccution, anſwered, that though he 
was ignorant of the nature of his offence, he was very 
certain, that it muſt have been fo: vothing very flagrant, 
that could irritate his nicce 5 On a degree, againſt 
a perſon for whom ſhe had formerly a moit particular 
regard. He owned, ihe had Jeclired 8 er intent: n 
to renounce his acquaintance for ever, and, douhtle{ 
ſhe had good re alen tor ſo doing; neither would he 
undertake to promote an accom! 2 unlefs he 
would give him full power to treat on the ſcore of ma- 
trimony, which he ſuppoſed weuld be the only means 
of evincing his o.] liuce:ity, and obtaining Emilia's 
forgivenels. | | 

Peregrine” s pri-le was King. | by. this blunt declara- 
tion, which he cc old not help conſidering as the reſult 
of a ſcheme concerted betwixt the young lady aud her 
uncle, in order to take the 7 prick Lage of his heat t. He 
therefore repfied, with manifeſt figns of diſgult, that 
he did rot apprehend there was any occaſion for a me- 
diator to reconcile the difference betwixt Emilia and 
him; and that all he dehred, was an opportunity of 
pleading 1 in his own behalf. 


The citizen fr inkly told him, that as his niece had 


expreſſed an earneſt deſire of avoiding bis company, be 
would not put the leaſt conſtraint upon her inclination; 
and in the mean time gave him to Know, that he Was 
particularly engaged, 

Our hero glowing with indignation at this ſuperci- 


Jious treatment; “ I was in the wrong (ſaid he) to 


look for good manners, ſo far on this ids of Temple. 
bar: but, you muſt give me leave to tel! you, Sir, 
| | that 
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that unleſs I am favoured with an interview with Miſs 
Gauntlet, I ſhali conclude, that you have actually laid 
a conitraint upon ber inchnation, for ſome ſiniſter pur- 
poſes of your on.“ Sir, (replied the old gentle- 
man) you are welcome to make what concluſions ſhall 
ſeem good unto your own imagination; but, pray be 
ſo good as to allow me the privilege ot being maſter in 
my on hot 8 laying, he very complaiſantly 
ſnewed him to the deor ; and our lover, being difident 
of his 'own temper as well as afiaid of being u uſed with 

greater indignity, in a place where his perſonal prowets 
would only terve to ne ighten his diſgrace e, quitted the 
houſe in a tranſport of rage which he could not wit 'olly 
ſuppreſs, telling the Fantec, that if his age did not 
protect him, he would have chattiſcd bim for his inſo- 
jent e | 


4 
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He frojects a winlent ſcheme. in conſequence of wwhice be 
is involyed in a moſt fiitiguiug adventure, Which 
greaity iends towards the aug mentation of bis cla 
gin. | 


HUS- deharred of perſonal communication with 
bis mnikrel?, he cllayed to retrieve her good 


graces by the molt tnbmiifive and pathetic letters, which 
hs conve yed by. divers artifices to her peruſal; but 
reaping no manner ol Y iclit from thefe endeavours, 
his patizon acquired a degree of impatience, little in- 
ferior to downright frenzy ; ; and he determined to run 
every riſk of life, fortune and re put: ation rather than 
deſiſt from his unjaſtifable purſuit. Indeed his re- 
ſentment was now as deeply concerned as his Jove, and 
each of thele paſions equaily turbu nent and loud in de- 
manding gigtification. He kept ſentinels continually 
in pay, to give him notice of her outgoings, in expec- 
tation of finding ſome opportunity to carry her off; 


but her circumſpection entirely frult rated this delign.z ; 
| fer 
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for ſhe ſuſpected every thing of that fort from a diſ- 
poſition like his, and regulated her motions accord- 
ingly. 1 | 

Backed by her prudence and penetration, he altered 
his plan. On pretence of being called to his country 
houſe by ſome affair of importance, he departed from 
London, and taking lodgings at a farmer's houſe, that 
ſtood near the road through which the muſt have ne- 


ceſſarily paſſed in her retura to her mother, concealed. 


himſelt from all intercourſe, except with his valet de 


chambre and Pipes, who had orders to ſcour the coun- 


try, and reconnoitre every horſe, coach, or carriage, 
that ſhouid appear on that high- way, with a view of 
intercepting his Amanda in her paſſage. | 

He had waited in this ambuſcade a whole week, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his fellow- 
ſcout had diſcovered a chaiſe and fix, driving at full 


ſpeed towards them; upon which, they had flapped 


their hats over their eyes, ſo as that they might not be 


known, in caſe they ſhould be ſeen, and concealed 
themſelves behind a hedge, from whence they could 
perceive in the carriage, as it paſſed, a young man 
plainly dreſſed, with a lady in a maſk, of the exact 
ſize, ſhape, and air of Emilia; and that Pipes follow— 
ed them at a diſtance, while he rode back to commu— 
nicate this piece of intelligence. _ 

Peregrine would ſcarce allow him time to conclude 
his information ; he ran down to the ſtable, where his 


horſe was kept ready ſaddled for the purpoſe, and 


never doubting that the lady in queſtion was his mil- 
treſs, attended by one of her uncle's clerks, mounted 
immediately, and rode full gallop after the chaile, 
which (when he had proceeded about two miles) he 
underſtood from Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring 
inn. Though his inclination prompted him to enter 
her apartment without farther delay, he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be diſſuaded from taking ſuch a precipitate ſtep, 
by his privy counſellor, wha obſerved, that it would be 
impracticable to execute his purpoſe of conveying her 
againſt her will from a public inn, that ſtood in * 
351 mi 
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midſt of a populous village, which would infallibly 


159 


rife in her defence. He adviſed him therefore to lie in 
wait for the chaiſe, in {ſome remote and private part vf 
the road, where they might accompliſh their aim with- 
ont difliculty or danger. In coniequence of this ad- 
monition, our adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre 
the inn, that ſhe might not eſcape another way, while 
he and the valet, in order to avoid being ſeen, took a 
circuit by an unffequented path, and placed themſelves 
in ambuſh, on a {pot which they choſe for the ſcene 
of their atchievement. Here they rained a full hour, 
without ſeeing the carriage, or hearing from their cen- 
tinel: ſo that the vouth, unable to exert his patience 
one moment longer, left the foreigner in his ſtation, 
and rode back to his faithful lacquey, who affured 
him, that the travellers had not yet hove up their an- 
chor, or enen on their vovage. 

Netwithſtauchyg this intime tion, Pickle began to 
eniertain ſuck 2 alraueg ſuſpicions, that he could not 
refrain from adv: ancing to the gate, and 1quiring for 
the company which had lately arrived in a chaiſe and 
ax. The inn— We who was not at all pleaſed with 
the behaviour of thode pattengers, did not tiunk proper 
to obierve tne zulrvcktons he had received ; on the con- 
fiary, be plainly told him, that the chaiſe did not halt, 
but only entered at one door, and went out at the 
other, with a view to deceive thoſe who purſued it, as 
he gueſſed from the words of the gentleman, who had 
earnettiy deſired, that his route might be concealed. 
from any perion wao ſhould inquire about their mo- 
tions, © As for my own peart, meaſter, (continued 
this charitable publican) 1 believes as how they are no 
better than they ſhould He, elſe they wouldn't be in 
$1ch a deadly fear of being overtaken. Methinks, 


(laid I) when | faw them in ſuch a woundy pother to 


be gone, oddſheartikin! this muſt be ſome London 


Prentice running away with his meaſter's daughter, as 


2 living ul. But, be he who will, ſar- 
a has gthigg of the gentleman about en; 


reg lach a favont, @ never. ones put hang 
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in pocket, or ſaid, „Dog will you drink?“ Howſom- 
ever, that don't argufy in reverence of his being in a 
hurry ; ; and a man mav he ſometimes a little too judge 
matical in his conjectures.“ In all probability, this 


loquacious Jandlord Would have ſerved the travellers - 
eſfectually, had, r ne heard him to an end; but 


this impetuous youth, f ar from liſtening to the ſequel 
of his obſervations, interrupted him in the beginning of 
his career, by aſking eagerly,which road they followed; 
and having received the inn kee; per's directions, clapy' 4 
ſpurs to his horſe, comm: anding Pipes to make the va- 
let acquainted with his courſe, that they might attend 
him with all imaginable diſpatch, 

By the publican's account of their conduct, his for- 
mer opinion was fully confirmed ; he plied his fteed to 
the height of his mettle, and o muck was his 1magi- 
nation ingroſſed, by the proip:& of having Emilia in 
his power, that he did not perceive the road on which 
he travelled, 
to the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet. The valet de 
chambre, was an utter (tra * to that part of the 
country; and as for Mr. Pipes, ſuch conſiderations 
were altogether foreign to the © conomy of his rellec- 
tion. 

Ten long 1 had our hero rode, nen his eves 
were bleſſed with the üght of the chaiſe atcending an 
hill, at the diſtance of a good league; upon which, hie 
doubled his diligence in fuch a manner, that he gain- 
ed upon the carriage every minute, and at length ap- 
proached ſo near to it, that he could Kun the Jady Ai 
her conductor, with their heads thruſt out at the win— 
dows, looking back, and ſpeaking to the driver alter- 
nately, as if they earneſtly belought him to augment 
the ſpeed of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in ſight of port, while ke 
croſſed the road, his horſe happened to plunge 1nto 1 
cartrut, with hich violence, that he was thrown ſeve- 
ral yards over his head; and the beat's ſhoul-jer he 
flipt by the fall, he found himſelf difabled from plus 
Ing the fruit, wh ich was almott within bis reach; j for 
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he had left his ſervants at a conſiderable diſtance be- 
kind him; and although they had been at his back, 
and ſupplied him with another horſe, they were ſo in- 
differently mounted, that he could not reaſonably ex- 

e& to overtake the flyers, who profited fo much by 
this diſaſter, that the chaile vaniſhed in a moment. 

It may be caſily conceived, how a young man of his 
diſpoſition paſſed his time, in this tantalizing ſituation. 
He ejaculated with great fervency, but his prayers were 
not the effects of reſignation. He ran back on foot 
with incredible ſpeed, in order to meet his valet, whom 
he unborſed in a twinkling; and taking his feat; be- 
gan to exerciſe his whip and ſpurs, after having order- 
ed the Swiſs to follow him on the other gelding, and 
committed the lame hunter to the care of Pipes. 

Mutters being adjuſted in this manner, our adven= 
turer proſecuted the race with all his might; and hav- 
ing made ſome progreſs, was informed by a country- 
man, that the chaiſe had ſtruck off into another road, 
and, according to his judgment, was by that time 
about three miles a head; though, in all probability, 
the horſes would not be able to hold out much longer, 
becauſe they ſeemed to be quite ſpent when they paſſed 

his door. Encouraged by this intimation, Peregrine 
puſhed on with great alacrity ; though he could not 
regain fight of the defired object, till the clouds of 
night began to deepen, and even then he enjoyed no- 
thing more than a tranſient glimpfe; for the carriage 
was no ſooner ſeen, than ſhrouded again from his view. 

Theſe vexatious circumſtances animated his endeavours, 

while they irritated his chagrin: in ſhort he continued 

his purſuit till the night was far advanced, and him- 
ſehf ſo uncertain about the object of his care, that he 


entered a ſolitary inn, with a view of obtaining ſome 


intelligence, when to his infinite joy, he perceived the 
chaiſe ſtanding by itſelf, and the horſes panting in the 
yard. In full confidence of his having arrived at laſt 


at the goal of all his withes, he alighted inſtantaneouſ- 


ly, and running up to the coachman, with a piſtol in 
his hand, commanded him, in an imperious tone, 10 
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162 THE ADVENTURES OF 
conduct him to the lady's chamber, on pain of death. 


The driver, affrighted at this menacing addreſs, pro- 


teſted with great humility, that he did not know whi- 
ther his fare had retired ; for that he himſelf was paid 
and diſmiſſed from this ſervice, becauſe he would not 
undertake to drive them all night acroſs the country, 
without ſtopping to refreſh his horſes : but he promiſec 
to go in queſt of the waiter, who would ſhew him to 
their apartment. He was accordingly detached on 
that errand, while our hero ſtood centinel at the gate, 
til' the arrival of his valet de chamber, who joined him 
by accident, before the coachman returned, relieved 
him in his watch; and then the young gentleman, ex- 
aſperated at his meſſenger's delay, ruſhed with fury in 


his eyes from room to room, denouncing vengeance 


upon the whole family ; but he did not meet with one 
living ſoul, until he entered the garret, where he 
found the landlord and his wife in bed. This chicken- 
' hearted couple, by the light of a ruſh candle that 
burned on the hearth, ſeeing a ſtranger burſt into the 
chamber, in ſuch a terrible attitude, were ſeized with 
conſternation; and exalting their voices, in a moſt la- 
mentable ſtrain, begg'd for the paſſion of Chriſt, that 
he would ſpare their lives, and take all they had. 
Peregrine gueſſing from this exclamation, and the 
circumſtance of their being abed, that they miſtook 
him for a robber, and were ignorant of that which he 
wanted to know, diſpelled their terror, by making 
them acquainted with the cauſe of his viſit, and de- 


ſired the huſband to get up with al! poſſible diſpatch, 


in order to aſſiſt and attend him in his ſearch. 

Thus reinforced, he rummaged every corner of the 
inn, and at laſt finding the oſtler in the ſtable, was by 
him informed, (to his unſpeakable mortification) that 
the gentleman and lady who arrived in the chaiſe, had 
immediately hired poſt-horſes for a certain village at 
the diſtance of fifteen miles, and departed without 
halting for the leaſt refreſhment. Our adventurer, 


mad with his diſappointment, mounted his horſe in 
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an inſtant, and, with his attendant, took the ſame 
road, with full determination to die, rather than deſiſt 
from the proſecution of his deſign. He had, by this 
time, rode upwards of thirty miles ſince three o'clock 
in the afternoon ; ſo that the horſes were almoſt quite 
jaded, and travelled this ftage ſo ſlowly, that it was 
morning before they reached the place of their deſtina- 
tion, where, far from finding the fugitives, he under- 
ſtood, that no ſuch perſons as he deſcribed had paſſed 
that way, and that, in all likelihood, they had taken 
a quite contrary direction, while, in order to miſlead 
him in his purſuit, they had amuled the hoſtler with a 
falſe rout. This conjecture was ſtrengthened, by his 
perceiving (now for the firſt time) that he had deviated 
a conſiderable way from the road, through which they 
muſt have journeyed, in order to arrive at the place of 
her mother's reſidence; and theſe ſuggeſtions utterly 
deprived him of the ſmall] remains of recollection, 
which he had hitherto retained, E: rolled about, 


witneſſing rage and diſtraction; he waned at the 


mouth, ſtamped upon the ground with great violence, 
uttered incoherent imprecations againſt himſelf and all 
mankind, and would have fallied forth again he knew 


not whither, upon the ſame horſe, which he had al- 


ready almoſt killed with fatigue, had not his confident 


found means to quiet the tumult of his thoughts, and 


recall his reflections, by repreſenting the condition of 
the poor animals, and adviſing him to hire freſh horſes, 


and ride poſt acroſs the country, to the village in the 


neighbourhood of Mrs. Gauntiet's habitation, where 
they ſhould infallibly intercept the daughter, provided 
they could get the ſtart of her upon the road. | 
Peregrine not only reliſhed, but forthwith acted in 
conformity with this good counſel. His own horſes 
were committed to the charge of the landlord, with di- 
rections for Pipes, in caſe he ſhould come in queſt ef 
his matter; and a couple of ſtout geldings being pre- 
pared, he and his valet took the road again, ſteering 
their courſe according to the motions of the poſt-boy, 
Who undertook to be their guide, They had almoſt 


finiſhed. 
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164 THE ADVENTURES OF 
finiſhed the firſt tage, when they deſcried a poſt- chaiſe 


juſt halting at the inn where they propoſed to change 


- horſes ; upon which our adventurer, glowing with 2 


moſt intereſting preſage, put his beaſt to the full ſpeed, 

and approached near enough to diſtinguiſh, (as the 
travellers quitted the carriage) that he had at laſt come 
up with the very individual prone whom he had pur- 
fued fo long. 

Fluſhed with the diſcovery, he galloped into the yard 
ſo ſuddenly, that the lady and her conductor ſcarce had 
time to ſhut themſelves up m a chamber, to which 
they retreated with great precipitation; ſo that the pnr- 
ſuer was now certain of having houſed his prey. That 
he might, however, leave nothing to fortune, he placed 
himſeff upon the ſtair, by which they had aſcended to 
the apartment, and ſent vp his compliments to the 
young lady, deſiring the favour of being admitted to 
her preſence, otherwiſe he ſhould be obliged to wave all 
ceremony, and take that liberty which ſhe would not 
give. The ſervant having conveyed his meſſage 
through the keyhole, returned with an anſwe er, im- 


porting; that ſhe would adhere to the refolution the - 


ad taken, and periſh rather than comply with his will. 
Our adventurer, without ſtaying to make any rejoinder 
to this reply, ran up ſtairs, and tkundering at the door 
for entrance, was given to underſtand by the nymph's 


| attendant, that a biunderbuſs was red dy primed for his 


reception, and that he would do wel! to ſparc him the 
neceſſity of ſhedding blood, in defence of a perſon whe 
had put herſelf under his protection. “ All the Jaws 
of the land (ſaid he) cannot now untie the knots by 
which we are bound together; and therefore I will 
guard her as my own property; fo that you had better 


deſiſt from your fruitleſs attempt, and thereby conſy} 4 


your own ſafety : for, by the God that made me! I 


will diſcharge my piece upon you, as foon as you ſet 
our nole within the door; and your blood be upon 

2 5 
your. own head.” Theſe menaces from a citizen's 


clerk, would have been ſufficient motives for Pickle to 
ſtorm the breach, altho' they had not been reinforced 
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by that declaration, which informed him of Emilia's. j 
having beſtowed berſelf in marriage upon ſuch a con- 10 
temptible rival. This fole con fideration added wings Wy + 
to his impetuoſity, and he applied his foot to the door Fil 
with ſuch irrebiiible force, as burſted it open in an in- ij 
ſtant, entering at the time time with a pittol ready "hy 
cock'd in his hand. His antagoniſt infcead of firing 
his blunderbuſs, when he ſaw him approach, ſtarted 14 
back, with evident ſigns of ſurprize and conſternation, 17 
exclaiming, Lord jcius! dir, vou are not the mann 


and, without doubt, are under ſome miſtake with re- 
gard to us. 
zefore Peregrine had time to anſwer this ſalutation, 
the lady hearing it, advanced to him, and pulling off i 
a maſk, diicovered a face which he had never ſeen be- 
fore. The Gorgon's head, according to the fables of i 
antiquity, never had a more initantancous or petrity- 10 
ing eftect, than that which this countenance produced | 
upon the aſtoniſhed youth, His eyes were fixed upon 
his unknown object, as if they had been attracted by 
the power of inchantment, his feet ſeemed rivetted to 
the ground, and after having itood motionleſs for the 
pace of a few minutes, he dropy ed down IN an apo» 
piexy of Ginp pO! intment and Cepair, The Swiſs, 
who had followed him, ſeeing his matter in: this condi- 
tion, lifted bim up, and Jaying him upon a bed in the 
Next room, let him blood immediately, without heſita- 
tion, being always provided with a caſe of lancets, 
againſt all accidents on the read, Jo this forefight 
our bero, in all probability, was indebted for his life. | 
By virtue of a very copions evacuaticn,. he recovered _ 
the vſe of his ſenſes; but the complication of fatigues, 
and violent tran{ports Which be. had undergone, brewed | 
Up a dangerous fever in his bloc 11 and a phyſician be- 
ing called from the next market-town, ſeveral dayͤs 
| Ejay! ed beiore he V. 04d ant Wer kor His ww 
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Peregrine Sends a meſſage to Mrs, Gauntlet, who re. 
Jeets his propoſal. He repairs to the garriſon. 


AT length, however, his conſtitution overcame his 
diſeaſe, though not before 1t had in a great mea- 

ſure tamed the fury of his diſpoſition, and brought 
him to a ſerious conſideration of his conduct. In this 
humiliation of his ſpirits, he reflected with ſhame and 
remorſe upon his treachery to the fair, the innocent 
Emilia; be remembered his former ſentiments in her 
favour, as well as the injunctious of his dying uncle; 
he recollected his intimacy with her brother, again 
which he had fo baſely ſinned; and revolving all the 
circumſtances of her conduct, found it ſo commenda- 
ble, ſpirited, and noble, that he deemed her an ob- 
ject of ſufficient dignity to merit his honourable ad- 
dreſſes, even though: his duty had not been concerned 
in the deciſion: but, obligated as he was, to make re- 
paration to a worthy family, which he had fo grofly 
injured, he thought he could not manifeſt his refor- 
mation too ſoon 3 and, whenever he found himſelf 
able to hold the pen, wrote a letter to Mrs. Gauntlet, 
wherein he acknowledged, with many expreſſions of 
ſorrow and contrition, that he had acted a part altoge- 
ther unbecoming a man of honour, and ſhould never 
enjoy the leaſt tranquillity of mind, until he ſhout 
have merited her forgiveneſs. He proteſted, that al- 
though his happineſs intirely depended upon the deter- 
mination of Emilia, he would even renounce all hopes 


of being bleſſed with her faviour, if ſhe could point 


out any other method of making reparation to that 
amiable young lady, but by laying his heart and for- 
tune at her feet, and ſubmitting himſelf to her plea- 


ſure during the remaining part of his life. He con- 


jured her, therefore, in the moſt pathetic manner, to 
pardon him, in conſideration of his fincere repentance, 
and to ufe her maternal influence with her daughter, 

| 55 | - 18 
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PEREGRINE PICELE. 167 
ſo that he might be permitted to wait upon her with a 
wedding-ring, as ſoon as his health would allow him 
to undertake the journey. | 


This explanation being diſpatched by Pipes, who 


had, by this time, found his maſter, the young gentle- 


man inquired about the couple whom he had fo unfor- 
tunately purſued, and underſtood from his valet de 
chambre, who learned the ſtory from their own mouths, 
that the lady was the only daughter of a rich Jew, and 
her attendant no other than his apprentice, who had 
converted her to chriſtianity, and married her at the 
fame time; that this ſecret having taken air, the old 
Iſraelite had contrived a ſcheme to ſeparate them for 


ever; and they being apprized of his intention, had 


found means to elope from his houſe, with a view of 
ſheltering themſelves in France, until the affair could 
be made up: that ſeeing three men ride after them 
with ſuch eagerneſs and ſpeed, they never doubted that 
the purſuers were her father, and ſome friends and do- 
meſtics, and on that ſuppoſition had fled with the ut- 
moſt diſpatch and trepidation, unti} they had found 
themſelves happily undeceived, at that very inſtant, 
when they expected nothing but miſchief and misfor- 
tune: laſtly, the Swiſs gave him to underſtand, that 


| after having profeſſed ſome concern for his deplorable 
ſituation, and enjoyed a flight refreſhment, they had 


taken their departure for Dover, and, in all likelihood, 
were ſafely arrived at Paris. | 
In four and twenty hours after Pipes was charged 
with his commiſſion, he brought back an anſwer from 
the mother of Emilia, couched in theſe words ; 


* 8 IR, | 
Received the favour of yours, and am glad, for 
1 your own ſake, that you have attained a due ſenſe 
and conviction of your unkind and unchriſtian beha- 
viour to poor Emy. I thank God, none of my chil- 


dren were ever ſo inſulted before. Give me leave to 


tell you, Sir, my daughter was no upſtart, without 
friends or education, but a yourg lady as well reds 
| e 
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163 THE ADVENTURES OF 

and better born, than moſt private gentlewomien in the 
Kingdom: and therefore, though you had no eſteem 
for her perſon, you ought to have paid ſome regard 
to her family, which (no diſparagement to you, Sit) 
1s more honourable than your own. 


thinks her honour will not allow her to liſten to any 
terms of reconciliation 3 and ſhe is not yet ſo deſtitute, 
as to embrace an offer to which ſhe has the leaſt ob- 

jection. - In the mean time, ſhe is ſo much inditpoſed, 
that ſhe cannot poſiibly ſee company; to I beg you will 
not take the trouble of making a fruitleſs journey to 
this place. Perhaps vour future conduct may delerye 
her forgiveneſs; and really, as I am concerned for 
your happineſs, which (you aſſure me) depends upon 
her condeſcenſion, I with with all my heart it may; 
and am (notwithſtanding all that has happened) 

Your ſincere well-wiſher 


CECILIA GAUNTLET.” 


From this epiſtle, and wy information of his meſſon- 
ger, our hero learn'd, th 
profited by his wild- gooſe 3 ſo as to wake a faf: 
retreat to her mother's houſe. 
of her indiſpoſition, he was alſo piqued at her impl. 


cability, as well as at ſome fiately paragraphs of the: 
letter, in e (he thought) the good lady had con- 


ſulted her own vanity father than her good fene. 
Theſe motives of reſentment helped him to Yi ear his dif- 
appointment like a ply lofopher, eſpecially as he had 
now quieted his conſcience, in profiering r to redreſs the 
jury he had done; 
with regard to his love, in a calm ſtate of! hope and re- 
ſignation. 

A leafonable fit of illneſs is an excellent medicins 
for the turbulence of palſion. Such a reformation had 
the fever produced in the economy of his pe 
that he moralized like an apoſtle, and projected {eyeral 


prudential ichemes fur his future conduct. 


In 


As for your pro- 
poſal, Miſs Gauntlet will not hear it, being, that ſhe | 


his miſtreſs had actually | 


hough lorry to hear 


and, moreover, found himſ:!! . 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 186, 
In the mean time, as ſoon as his health was ſuffi. 
ciently re-eſtabliſhed, he took a trip to the garriſon, in 


order to viſit his friends; and learn'd from Hztchway's 


own mouth, that he had broke the ice of courtſhip ta 
his aunt, and that his addreſſes were now fairly afloat ; 
though when he firſt declared himſelf to the widow, 
after ſhe had been duly prepared for the occaſion, by 
her niece and the reſt of her friends, ſhe had received 
his propoſal with a becoming reſerve, and piouſly wept. 


at the remembrance of her huſband, obſerving, that 


ſhe ſhould never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant's ſuit with all his 
influence; and all Mrs, 'Trunnion's objections to the 
match being ſurmounted, it was determined, that the 
day of marriage ſhould be put off for three months, 
that her reputation might not ſuffer by a precipitate 
engagement. His next care was to give orders for 
erecting a plain marble monument to the memory of 
his uncle, on which the following inſcription, com- 
_ by the bride-groom, actually appeared in golden 
${!£c!'ss : 1 
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170 THE ADVENTURES OF 
7”; | Here lies | 
Foundered in a fathom and a half, 
The ſhell | 
| ©, 
HawsER TRUNNION, Etc; 
Formerly commander of a ſquadron 
. In his Majeſty's ſervice, 
Who broach'd to, at five P. M. Oct. X. 
In the year of his age 
Threeſcore and nineteen. 


He kept his guns always loaded, 
And his tackle ready manned, 
And never ſhewed his poop to the enemy, 

Except when he took her in towz _ 
But, his ſhot being expended, 
His match burnt cat, 

And his upper-works decayed, 
He was funk 
By death's ſuperior weight of metal. 
| | Nevertheleis, 
He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 
His rigging refitte-!, 
And his timbers repatred, 
And, with one broad- ide, 
Make his adverſary 
Strike in his turn. 


HAP. LXXX. : 


He returns 79 London, and meets abi Cadwallader; 
do ho entertains him with many Curicus particulars, 


| HE young gentleman having performed theſe 
laſt offices, in honour of his deceaſzd benefactor, 
and preſented Mr. Jolter to the long expected living, 
which at this time happened to be vacant, returned to 
London, and reſumed his former gaiety : not that he 
Mas able 0 ſhak Emilia from his 1hovznts, or even 
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PEREGRINE-PICEEE. h 
to remember her without violent emotions; for, as he 
recovered his- vigour, his former impatience recurred, 
and ther fore he refolved to plunge himſelf headlong 
into ſome i intrigns, that might engage“! his paſſions, and 
zmuſe his imagination. | 

A man of WY 4ccompiiſhments could not fail to 
meet with a variety Ul ſuhjects, on which his gallantry 
would ha e Day properly exerciſed ; and this abun- 
dance atitratted his 1 which at any time was 
apt to be influ venced! by caprice and whim. TI have al- 
ready obicrved, that he had 1 ted his view, through a 
matrimonial perſp cee as nigh as à lady of the firſt 
quality. and diſtinction; and now th: at he was refuſed 
by Mils Ga-intlet, and enjoyed a little reſpite from the 
azonies of that flame which her charms had kindled 
in his heart, he renewed his aſſiduities to her grace. 
Though he durſt not yet riſk an explanation, he en- 
joyed "the pleaſure of ſeeing himſelf ſo well received 
in quality of a par ticular acquaintance, that he flatter- 
ed himlelf with the belief of his having made ſome pro- 
greſs in her heart, and was confirmed in this conceited 
notion by the aſſurances of her woman, whom by li- 
beral largeſſes, he retained in his intereſt, becauſe ſhe 
found means to perſuade him, that ſhe was in the 
confidence of her lady. But, notwithſtanding this 


encouragement, and the {anguine ſuggeſtions of 


his own vanity, he dreaded the thoughts of expo- 
ling himſelf to her ridicule and reſ-ntment, by a pre- 
mature declaration, and determined to poſtpone his ad- 
drefies, until he ſhould be more certified of the proba- 
| bity of ſucceeding in his attempt. 

While he remained in this heliration and ſuſpenſe, he 
was one morning very agreeably ſurprized with the 
appearance? of his fiiend Crabtree, who by the per- 
nikon of Pipes, to whom he was well known, enter- 

ec his chamber before he was awake, and, by a vio- 


jent ſhake of the ſhoulder, diſengaged 58 from the 


arms of ſleep. The firit compliments having mutual- 
iy paſted, Cadwallader gave him to underſtand, taat he 
2d arrived in town over night in the ſtage- coach from 


1 | Bath, 
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172 THE ADVENTURES Of 
Bath, and entertained him with ſuch a ludicrous ac- 
count of his fellow-travellers, that Peregrine, for. the 
firſt time ſince their parting, indulged himſelf in mirth, 
even to the hazard of Caffocation, | 

Crabtree having rehearſed theſe adventures, in ſuch 
à peculiarity of manner, as added infinite ridicule to 
every circumſtance, and repeated every ſcandalous re- 
port which had circulated at the Bath, after Peregrine's 
departure, was informed by the youth, that he har- 
boured a deſign upon the perſon of ſuch a dutcheſs, 
and in all appearance had no reaſon to complain of his 
reception; but, that he would not venture to. declare 


himſelf, until he ſhould be more aſcertained of her ſen. 
timents: and therefore, he begged leave to depend up- 
on the intelligence of his friend Cadwallader, who, | 


he knew, was admitted to her parties. 

The Miſanthrope, before he would promiſe his aſ- 
ſiſtance, aſked if his proſpect verged towards matrimo- 
ny? and our adventurer (who gueſſed the meaning of 
his queſtion) replying in the negative, he undertook 
the office of reconnoitring her inclination, proteſting 
at the ſame time, that he would never concern himſelf 
in any ſcheme, that did not tend to the diſgrace and 
deception of all the ſex. On theſe conditions, he eſ- 


pouſed the intereſt of our hero, and a plan was immedi- 


ately concerted, in conſequence of which they met by ac- 
cident at her grace's table. Pickle having ſtayed all the 
fore-part of the evening, and fat out all the company 
except the Miſanthrope and a certain widow lady, 
who was ſaid to be in the ſecrets of my lady dutchels, 
went away on pretence of an indiſpenſible engagement, 
that Crabtree might have a proper opportunity of mak- 
ing him the ſubject of converſation. 
_ Accordingly, he had ſcarce quitted the apartment, 
when this Cynic attending him to the door, with a 
look of moroſe diſdain, „ were I an abſolute prince, 
(faid he) and that fellow one of my ſubjects, I would 
order him to be cloathed in fack cloath, and he ſhould 
drive my aſſes to water, that his lofty ſpirit might be 
lowered to the level of his deſerts. The pride of a 
| - 5 peacocł 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE, 253 
peacock is downright ſelf-denial, when compared with 
the vanity of that coxcomb, which was naturally ar- 


rogant, but is now rendered altogether intolerable, by 


the reputation he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, 
eintwitting a club of raw ſharpers, and divers other 
pranks, in the execution of which he was more lucky 
than wile. But nothing has contributed ſo much ta 
the increaſe of his intolence and ſelf-conceit, as the 
favour he found among the ladies. Ay, the ladies, 
Madam, I care not who knows it: the ladies who 
(to their honour be it ſpoken) never fail to patronize 
foppery and folly, provided they folicit their encou- 
ragement, And yet this dog was not on the footing 
of thoſe heriaphroditical animals who may be 
reckoned among the number of waiting women, who 
air your ſhifts, comb your lapdogs, examine your noſes 
with magnifying glaſſes, in order to ſqueeze out the 
worms, clean your teeth-bruſhes, ſweeten your hand= 
kerchiefs, and often waſte paper for your occaſions. 


This fellow Pickle was entertained for more impor- 


tant purpoſes; his turn of duty never came till all 
thoſe lapwings were gone to rooſt; then he ſcaled win- 
dows, leaped over garden-walls, and was let in by 
Mrs. Betty in the dark. Nay, the magiſtrates of Bath 
complimented him with the freedom of the corporati- 
on 1aerely becauſe, through his means, the waters had 
gained extraordinary credit; for every female of a to- 
lerable appearance, that went thither on account of her 
ſterility, got the better of her complaint, during his 
reſidence at the Bath: and now, the fellow thinks no 
woman can withitand his addrefles. He had not been 
here three minutes, when I could perceive, with half 


an eye, that he had marked out your grace for a con- 


queſt; J mean in an honourabje way; though the 
raſcal has impudence enough to attempt any thing.“ 
So laying, he fixed his eyes upon the dutchets, who 
(while her face glowed with indignation) turning to 


her confidant, expreſſed herſelf in theſe words. Up- 
on my life! I believe there is actually ſome truth in 
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17% THE ADVENTURES OF 
what this old ruffian ſays; I have myſelf obſerved that 
young fellow eying me with a very particular ſtare.“ 


7c It is not to be at all wondered at, (faid her friend) - 


that a youth of his complexion ſhould be ſenſible to 
the charms of your grace; but I dare ſay, he would 


not preſume to entertain any, but the molt honourable 


and reſpectful ſentiments.” “ Reſpetful ſentiments ! 
(cried my lady, with a look of ineffable diſdain) if 
I thonght the fellow had aſſurance enough to think of 
me in any ſhape, I proteſt I would forbid him my 
houſe. Upon my honour, ſuch inſtances of audacity 
mould induce perſons of quality to Keep vour ſimail 
gentry at a greater diſtance ; for they are very apt to 
to grow impudent, upon the the leaſt countenance or 
encouragement.” | | 

Cadwallader, ſatisfied with this declaration, chang- 
ed the ſubject of diſcourſe, and next day communica- 
ted his diſcovery to his friend Pickle, who, upon this 
_ occaſion, felt the moſt ſtinging ſenſatlons of mortifieg 
pride, and refolved to quit his proſpect with a goo! 
grace. Nor did the execution of this ſelf denying 
ſcheme coſt him one moment's unealinets ; for his hear: 
had never been intereſted in the pw ſui, and his vani— 
ty triumphed in the thoughts of manifeſting his in- 
difference, Accordingly, the very next time he viſited 
her grace, his behaviour, was remarkably frank, 


ſprightly, and diſengaged; and the ſubject of love 
being artfuily introduced by the widow, who had been 


directed to ſonnd his inclinations, he rallied the paſ- 
fion with great eaſe and ſeverity, and made no ſcruple 
of declaring himſelf heart Whole. | 


Though the duicheſs had reſented his ſuppoſed af- 
fection, ſhe was now oiFcnded at his inſenſibility, and 
even ſignified her diſguſt, by obſerving, that perhaps 
his attention to his own qualifications ſcreened him from 
the impreſſion of all other objects. | | 

While he enjoyed this ſarcaſm, the meaning of which 
he could plainly diſcern, the company was joined by a 
certain virtuoſo, who had gained free acceſs to all the 
great families of the land, by his notable talent of 
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Mping and buffoonery. He was now in the ſeventy- 
Sth year of his age; his birth was fo obſcure, that he 
ſcarce knew his father's name, his education ſuitable to 
the dignity of his deſcent, his character publickly 


branded with homicide, profligacy, and breach of 


traſt; yet this man, by the happy inheritance of im- 
pregnable effrontery, and a lucky proftitution of all 
principle in rendering himſelf ſubſervient to the appe- 
tites of the great, had' attained to an independency of 
tortune, as well as to ſuch a particular ſhare of favour 
among the quality, that although he was well Known 
to have pimped for three generations of the nobility, 
there was nota lady of faſhion in the kingdom, who 
ſcrupled to admit him to her toilette, or even to be 
ſquired by him, in any public place of entertainment. 
Not but that this ſage was occaſionally uſeful to 
lis fellow-creatures, by theſe connexions with people 
of fortune; for, he often undertook to ſolicit charity 
in behalf of diſtreſſed objects, with a view of embez- 
zling one half of the benefactions. It was in an er- 
rand of this kind that now brought him to the houie 
vi her grace. . | 


After having fat a few minutes, he told the compa- 


ny, that he would favour them with a very proper op- 
portunity to extend their henevolence, for the relief of 
a poor gentiewoman, who was reduced to the moit ab- 
jet miſery, by the death of her buſband, and juſt de- 
livered of a couple of fine boys. They, moreover, 
underſtood from his infortaation, that this object was 
daughter of a good family, who had renounced her, 
in conſequence of her marrying an enſign without a 


fortune ; and even obſtructed his promotion with all. 


their influence and power; a circumſtance of barbari— 
ty, which had made fuch an impreſſion upon his mind, 
as difordered his brain, and drove him to deſpair, in 4 
fit of which he had made away with himſelf, leaving 
his wife then big with child, to all the horors of ind1- 
gence and grief. 


Various were the criticiſms on this pathetic picture, 


which the old man drew with great expreſſion, My la- 
| | * 


” * - g 
3 we 1 
F 8 . J 
Ne e 
_ _ —— 1 * +3. 


OR TL 
4 7 ek w 2 
er 
ee CD bi 
8 


CR 


1 
— — 


r AL 
— 4 


r 


176 THE ADVENTURES OP 

dy dutcheſs concluded, that ſhe muſt be a creature 
void of all feeling and reflection, who could ſurviye 
ſuch aggravated miſery 3 therefore did not delerve to 
be relieved, except in the character of a common beg- 
gar; and was generous enough to offer a recommenda- 
tion, by which ſhe would be admitted into an infirmary, 
to which her grace was a ſubſcriber; at the lame time, 
adviſing the ſolicitor to ſend the twins to the Found- 
ling-hoſpital, where they would be carefully nurſed and 
brought up, ſo as to become uſeful members to the 
commonwealth. Another lady, with all due defe- 
rence to the opiniop of the dutcheſs, was free enough 
to blame the generolity of her grace, which wou d 
only ſerve to encourage children in their diſobedi— 
ence to their parents, and might be the means not on- 
ly of prolonging the diſtrels of the wretched creature, 
but alſo of ruining the conſtitution of ſome. young 
heir, perhaps the hope of a great family! for, ſhe did 
ſuppoſe that madam, when her month ſhould be up, 
and her brats difpoſed of, would ipread her attractions 
to the public, (provided ſhe could profit by her perion) 
and, in the uſual way, make a regular progrets From: 
St. James's to Drury-lane. She apprehended, for theſe 
realons, that their compailion would be moſt eftectua!- 
ly ſhewn, in leaving her to periſh 1n her preſent nece!- 
tity : and that the old gentleman would be unpardon- 
able, ſhould he perſiſt in his endeavews to relieve her. 
A third member of this tender-hearted ſocicty, after 
having aikei if the young woman was handſome ? and 
been anſwered in the negative, allowed, inat there was 
a great deal of reaſon 1 in what had been ſaid by the ho- 
nourable perſon who - had jpoke laſt; nevertheleſs, the 
humbly conceived her ſentence would adinit of ſome 
mitigation, * Let the bantlings (taid ſhe} be ient to 
the hoſpit -al, according to the advice of her grace, and 
a {mall collection be made for the preſent {upport ot 
the mother; and when her health is recovered, I will 
take her into my family, in quality of an upper ſervant, 


Or 
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er medium between me and my woman; for, upon my 
life! I can't endure to chide, or give directions to a 
creature, who is in point of birth and education, but 
one degree above the vulgar.” | 7 

This propoſal met with univerſal approbation. The 
dutcheſs (to her immortal honour) began the contri- 
bution with a crown; ſo thai the reſt of the company 


were obliged to reſtrict their liberality to half the ſum, 


that her grace might not be affronted: and the propo- 
fer demanding the poor woman's name and place of 
abode, the old mediator could not help giving her la- 
dyſhip a verbal direction, though he was extremely 
mortified (on more accounts than one) to find ſuch an 
iflue to his ſolicitation, _ | 7 
Peregrine, who, though humourous as winter, had a 
tear for pity, and an hand open as day, for melting 
charity, was ſhocked at the nature and reſult of this 
ungenerous conſultation. He contributed his half-crown, 
however; and retiring from the company, betook him- 
ſelf to the lodgings of the forlorn lady in the ſtraw, 
according to the direction he had heard, Upon inqui- 
ry, he underſtood, that ſhe was then viſited by ſome 
charitable gentlewoman, who had ſent for a nurſe, 
and waited the return of the meſſenger ; and he ſent 
up his reſpects, defiring he might be permitted to ſee 
her on pretence of having been intimate with her late 
huſband. e | PE 


Though the poor woman had never heard of his 


name, ſhe did not think proper to deny his requeſt ; 
and he was conducted to a paultry chamber in the third 


ſtory, where he found this unhappy widow fitting up 


in a truckle bed, and ſuckling one of her infants, with 
the moſt piteous expreſſion of anguiſh in her features, 
which were naturally regular and iweet, while the 
other was fondled on the knee of a perion, whoſe at- 
tention was ſo much engroſſed by her little charge, that 
for the preſent ſhe could mind nothing elſe : and it was 
not till after the firſt compliments paſied betwixt the 


hapleis mother and our adventurer, that he perceived the 
ſtranger's countenance, which inſpired him with the 


higheft 
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higheſt eſteem and admiration. He beheld all the 


graces of elegance and beauty, breathing ſentiment and 
beneficence, and ſoftened into the moſt enchanting ten- 
derneſs of weeping ſympathy. When he declared the 
cauſe of his viſit, which was no other than the deſtt 6 
of befriending the diſtreſſed lady, to wHñom he preſented 
a bank-note for twenty pounds, he was favoured with 
ſuch a look of complacency by this amiable phantom, 
who might have been juſtly taken for an angel mini 
tring to the neceſſities of mortals, that his whole foul 
was "tranſported with love and veneration, Nor was 


this prepoſſeſſion diminiſhed by the information of the 
widow, who, after having munifeſted her gratitude 


in a flood of tears, told him, that the unknown object 
of his eſteem was a perton of honour, who having 
heard by accident of her deplorable ſituation, had im- 
mediately obeyed the dictates of her humanity, and 
come in perſon to relieve her diſtreſs; that ſhe had 
not only generouſly ſupplied her with money for pre- 
ſent ſuſtenance, but alſo undertaken to provide a nurſe 
for her babes, and even promiſed to favour her with 
protection, ſhould ſhe ſurvive her preſent melancholy 
ſituation. To theſe articles of intelligence ſhe added, 
that the name of her benefactreſs was the celebrated 
lady ———, to whoſe character the youth was no 
ſtranger, though he had never ſeen her perſon before. 
The killing edge of her charms was a little blunted by 
the accidents of time and fortune; but no man of taſte 
and imagination, whoſe nerves were not quite chilled 
with the froſt of age, could even at that time look 
upon her with impunity. And as Peregrine ſaw her 
attractions heightened by the tender office in which the 
was engaged, he was ſmitten with her beauty, and to 
raviſhed with her compaſſion, that he could not ſuppreſs 
his emotions, but applauded her benevolence with all 
the warmth of enthuſiaſm. 

Her ladyſhip received his compliments with great 
politeneſs and affability. And che occaſion on Which 
11 met being e y intereſting to both, an acquaint - 

ance 
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ance commenced between them, and they concerted 


meaſures for the benefit of the widow and her two chil- 


dren, one of whom our hero beſpoke for his own god- 
ſon ; for Pickle was not jo obſcure in the beau monde, 
but that his fame had reached the ears of this lady, 


V 


who, therefore, did not diſcourage his advances to- 
D 5 | 


wards her friendſhip and eſteem. 

Alt the particulars relating to their charge being ad- 
juſted, he attended her ladyſſiip to her own houſe; and, 
by her converſation, had the pleaſure of finding her 
underſtanding ſuitable to her other accompliſhments, 
Nor had ſhe any reaſon to think, that our hero's quali- 
fications had bcen exaggerated by common report. 

One of their adopted children died before it was bap- 
tized ; ſo that their care concentered in the other, for 
whom they ſtood ſponſors. Underitanding that the old 
agent was become troubleſome in his viſits to the mo- 
ther, to whom he now began to adminiſter ſuch counſel 
as ſhocked the delicacy of her virtue, they removed 
her into another lodging, where the would not be ex- 
poſed to his machinations. . In leſs than a month, our 
hero -learn'd from a- nobleman of his acquaintance, 
that the hoary pandar had actually engaged to procure 
for him, this poor afflicted gentlewoman: and being 
fruſtrated in his intention, ſubſtituted in her room a 
nymph from the purlieus of Covent- garden, that made 
his lordſhip ſmart teverely for the favours ſhe be- 
ſtowed. 


Mean while, Peregrine cultivated his new acquaint- 


ance with all his art and aſſiduity, preſuming, from the 
circumſtances of her reputation and fate, as well as on 
the ſtrength of his own merit, that, in time, he ſhould 


be able to indulge that paſſion which had begun to glow 


within his breaſt. 

As her ladyſhip had undergone a vaſt variety of for- 
tune and adventure, which he had heard indiftinatly 
related, with numberleſs errors and miſrepreſentations, 
he was no ſooner intitled, by the familiarity of com- 
munication, to alk ſuch a favour, than he earneſtly in- 
ueated her to entertain him with the particulars - her 
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1%. THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſtory ; and by dint of importunity, ſhe was at length 
prevailed upon (in a ſeleèt partie) to gratify his curio- 

lity in theſe words: _ | | 


GH A P. - LXXXI. 
The Mcmoirs of a lady of Quality. 
| * the circumſtances of the ſtory which I am go- 


ing to relate, you will be convinced of my can- 
dour while you are informed of my indiſcretion 3 you 
will be enabled, I hope, to perceive, that howſoeyer 
my head may have erred, my heart hath always been 
uncorrupted, and that I have been unhappy, becauſe | 
loved, and was a Woman. | 

I believe I need not obſerve, that I was the only 

child of a man of good fortune, who indulged me in 
my infancy, with all the tenderneſs of paternal affec- 
tion; and when I-was ſix years old, ſent me to a pri- 
vate ſchool, where I flayed till my age was doubled, 
and became ſuch a favourite, that I was (even in thoſe 
early days) carried to all the places of public diverſion, 
the court itſelf not excepted ; an indulgence that flat- 
_ tered my love of pleaſure, to which I was naturally ad- 
dicted, and encouraged thoſe ideas of vanity and am- 
bition, which ſpring up ſo early in the human mind. 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination apt 
to run riot, my heart liberal and dilintereſted, though 
I was fo obſtinately attached to my own opinions, that 
I could not well brook contradiction ; and in the whole 
of my ditpoſition, reſembled that of Henry the fifth, 
as deſcribed by Shakeſpear. | 
In my thirteenth year I went to Bath, where I wat 
firſt introduced into the world as a woman, having 


been intitled to that privilege by my perſon, which was 


remarkably tall for my years; and there my fancy wat 
quite captivated by the variety of diverſions in which 
I was continually engaged: not that the parties were 
altogether new to me, but becauſe I now found mylclt 
conſidered as a perſon of conſequence, and ſurrounded 
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by a crowd of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, 


and fed my vanity with praiſe and adulation. In 


mort, whether or not I deſerved their encomiums, I 


leave the world to judge; but my perſon was com- 
mended, and my talent in dancing met with univerſal 


applauſe. No wonder then, that every thing appeared 


joyous to a young creature, who was ſo void of expe- 


rience and diſſimulation that ſhe believed every body's 


heart as ſincere as her own, and every object ſuch as it 
appeared to be. NE | Eris TP 
Among the ſwains who ſighed or pretended, to figh 


for me, were two that bore a pretty equal ſhare of my 
favour ; (it was too ſuperficial to deſerve the name of 


love.) One of theſe was a forward youth of ſixteen, 
extremely handſome, lively, and impudent : He at- 


\ tended in quality of page upon the princeſs Amelia, 


who ſpent that ſeaſon at the Bath; the other was a 
Scotch nobleman turned of thirty who was graced with 
a red ribband, and danced particularly well, two qua- 
lifications of great weight with a girl of my age, 


whoſe heart was not deeply intereſted in the cauſe. 


Nevertheleſs the page prevailed over this formidable 


rival ; though our amour went no farther than a little 


flirting, and ceaſed intirely when J left the place. 

Next year, however, I reviſited this agreeable ſcene, 
and paſt my time in the ſame circle of amuſements ; 
in which, indeed, each ſeaſon at Bath is exactly re- 
ſembled by that which ſucceeds, allowing for the dif- 
ference of company, Which is continually varying. 
There I met with the ſame incenſe, and again had my 
favourite, who was a North Briton, and captain of 


foot, near forty years of age, and a little lame, an 
impediment which I did not diſcover, until it wag. 


pointed out by ſome of my companions, who rallied 


me upon my choice, He was always chearful, and 


very amorous, had a good countenance and an excel- 


lent underſtanding, poſſeſſed à great deal of art, and 


would have perſuaded me to marry him, had I not 
been reſtrained by the authority of my father, whoſe 
Vox. II. N conſent 
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12 THE ADVENTURES Oy 
eonfent was not to be obtained in favour of a man of 


mis fortune. 


At the ſame time many propoſals of marriage were 
made to my parents; but, as they came from people 
whom I did not like, I rejected them all, being deter- 
mined to refuſe every man who did not make his ad- 
ereſſes to myſelf in perſon, becauſe I had no notion of 


marrying for any _ but love. 


Among theſe formal propoſers was a Scottiſh earl, 
whoſe pretenſions were broke off by ſome difference 
about ſettlements; and the fon of an Engliſh baron, 


with whom my father was in treaty, when he carried 
me to town, on a viſit to a young lady, with whom I 


had been intimate from my infancy. She was juſt de- 
livered of her firſt fon, for whom we ftood ſponſors : 
ſo that this occaſion detained us a whole month, dur- 
ing which, I went to a ball at court on the queen's 
birth-day, and there, for the firſt time, felt what love 
and beauty were, | | 

The ſecond fon of duke , who had juſt re- 


turned from his travels, was dancing wit the prin- 


ceſs royal, when a young lady came and deſired me to 


go and fee a ſtranger, whom all the world admired : 


upon which I followed her into the circle, and ob- 


ſerved this object of admiration. He was dreſſed in 2 
coat of white cloth, faced with blue ſattin embroidered 


with filver, of the ſame piece with his waiſtcoat ; his 


fine hair hung down his back in ringlets below his 
waiſt, his hat was laced with ſilver and garniſhed with 
a white feather 5 but, his perſon beggared all deſcrip- 
tion. He was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor 


meagre, his limbs finely proportioned, his countenance 
open and majeſtic, his eyes full of ſweetneſs and vi- 
vacity, his teeth regular, and his pouting lips of tlie 


complexion of the damaſk roſe. In ſhort, he was 
formed for love, and inſpired it wherever he appeared; 
nor was he a niggard of his talents, but liberally re- 


turned it; at leuſt what paſſed for ſuch : for he had a 


flow of gallantry, for which many ladies of this land 
enn yauck from their own experience: but he — 
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484 againſt marriage, becauſe he had, as yet, met with 
no woman, to whoſe charms he would ſurrender his 
liberty, though a princeſs of France, and a lady of the 
fame rank in —<———, were ſaid to be, at that time, 
enamoured of his perſon. _ | 

I went home, totally ingroſſed by his idea, flatter- 
ing myſelf, that he had obſerved me with fome at - 
tention; for 1 was young and new, and had the 
good fortune to attract the notice and approbation of 


the queen herſelf. 


Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably ſur- 
prifed with the appearance of this amiable ftranger, 


who no ſooner ſaw me enter, than he approached ſo 


near to the place where I fat, that I overheard what he 
ſaid to bis companions ; and was fo happy as to find 
myſelf the object of his diſcourſe, which abounded 
with rapturous expreſſions of love and admiration. 

I could not liſten to theſe tranſports without emo- 
tion; my colour changed, my heart throbbed with 


unuſual violence, and mine eyes betrayed my inclina- 


tion in ſundry favourable glances, which he ſecmed to 
interpret aright, though he could not then avail himſelf 
of his ſuccets, ſo far as to communicate his ſentiments 
by ſpeech, becaute we were ſtrangers to each other. 

[ pafſed that night in the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe, and 
ſeveral days elapled, before I ſaw him again, At 
length however, being at court on a ball night, and 
determined againſt dancing, I perceived him among the 
crowd, and, to my unſpeakable joy, ſaw him advance 
with my lord F „ Who introduced him to 


my acquaintance. He ſoon found means to alter my 


reſolution; and I condeſcended to be his partner all the 


evening; during which, he declared his paſſion in the 


moſt tender and per ſuaſive terms that real love could 
dictate, or fruitful imagination invent. 

I believed his protcſtations. becauſe I wiſhed them 
true, and was an unexpericnced girl of fifteen, I 
complied with his earneſt requ:ft of being permitted 
zo viſit me, and even invited him to breakfaſt next 
morning; ſo that you may imagine (I ſpeak to thoſe 

8 M22 that 
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that feel) I did not, that night, enjoy much repoſe, 
Such was the hurry and flutter of my ſpirits, that T 
roſe at fix to receive him at ten. I dreſſed mylelt in a 
new pink ſattin gown and iny beſt laced night-cloaths, 
and was ſo animated by the occaſion, that if ever J 
"deſerved a compliment upon my looks, it was due at 
this meeting. 

The wiſhed- for moment came, that brought my 
lover to my view: I was overwhelmed with joy, mo- 
deſty, and fear of I knew not what. Ws ſat down to 
breakfaſt, but did not eat. He renewed lis addreſſes 
with de eloquence, and preſſed me to accept of 
his hand, without farther heütation: but, to ſuch a 
precipitate ſtep, I objected, a3 a meaſure repugnant to 
decency, as well as to that duty which I owed to my 
father, whom I tenderly loved. 

Though I withſtood this premature propoſal, I did 
not attempt to diſguiſe the ſituation oft my thoughts; 
and thus commenced a tender correipondence, which 
was maintained by letters while I remained in the 


country, and carried on (when I was in town) by pri- 


vate interviews, twice or thrice a week, at the houſe 


of my milliner, where ſuch endearments paſled as refin- 
ed and happy lovers know, and others can only gueſs. 
Truth and innocence prevailed on my fide, while his 
heart was fraught with hncerity and love, Such on 
quent inter courle created an Intimacy which 1 began 
think dangerous, and therefore vielded to his 3 
8 that we might be art for ever: nay, I re- 
olved to avoid him, until the day ſhould be fixed, and 
very innocently (though not very wilely) told him my 
reaſon for this determination, which was no other than 
a conſciouſneſs of my incapacity to refuſe him any thing 
he ſhould demand as a teſtimony of my love. | 
The time was accordingly appointed, at the diſtance 

of a few days, during which I intended to have im- 
plored my father's conſent, though I had but faint 
hopes of obtaining it : but, he was by ſome means or 


ether apprized of our deſign, before 1 could prevail 
| upon 


upon myſelf to make him acquainted with our purpoſe. 
1 had danced with my lover at the Ridotto on the pre- 


us. Certain it is, ſeveral of lord W m's rela- 
tions, who diſapproved of the match, came up and 


any previous warning, carried into the country by my 
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ceding evening, and there, perhaps, our eyes betrayed 
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rallied him on his paſſion ; lord 8 K in particular, 
uſed this remarkable expreſſion, * Nephew, as much 
tove as you pleaſe, but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the prieſt being prepared, and the bride- 
groom waiting for me at the appointed place in all the 
tranſports of impatient expectation, T was, without 
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father, who took no notice of the intelligence he had 
received, but decoyed me into the coach, on pretence 
of taking the air: and when we had proceeded as far 
as Turnham- green, gave me to underſtand, that he 
would dine in that place. | 
There was no remedy : I was obliged to bear my 
difappointment, though with an aching heart, and fol- 
lowed him up ſtairs into an apartment, where he told 
me he was minutely informed of my matrimoniat 
icheme, I did not attempt to diſguiſe the truth, but 
aſſured him, while the tears guſhed from my eyes, that 
my want of courage alone had hindered me from mak- 
ing him privy to my paſſion; though I owned, I 
ſnould have married lord W. -m, even though he 
had diſapproved of my choice. I reminded him of the 
uncaſy life I led at horae, and frankly acknowledged 
that 1 loved my adm'rer too well to live without him ; 
though if he would favour me with his conſent, I 
would defer my intention, and punctually obſerve any 
day he would fi for our nuptials. Mean while, I 
begged he would permit me to fend a meſſage to lord 
* m, who was waiting in expectation of my 
coming, and might (without ſuch notice) imagine [ 
was playing the jiit, He granted this Jaft requeſt; in 
conſequence of which, I ſent a letter to my lover, who, 
when he received it, had almoſt fainted away, believin 
I ſhowid be locked up in the country, and ſnatched for 
ever from his arms, Tortured with thete apprehen- 
| | M 3 5 | => ons 
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fons, he changed cloaths immediately, and taking 
HBorſe, reſolved to follow me whitherſoever we ſhould go. 
Atter dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
Where we lay, intending to be at my father's country- 
' houſe next night; and my admirer putting up at the 
ſame inn, practiſed Every expedient his invention could 
ſuggeſt, to procure an interview; but all his endea- 
yours were unſucceſsful, becauſe I, who little dreamed 


of his being ſo near, had gone to bed upon our firkt 


arrival, overwhelmed with affliction and tears. 
In the morning I threw myſelf at my father's feety 
and conjured him by all the ties of paternal affection, 
to indulge me with an opportunity of ſeeing my ad- 
mirer once more, before I ſhould be conveyed from 
his wiſhes. The melancholy” condition in which I 
preferred this ſupplication, melted the tender heart of 
my parent, who yielded to my ſolicitation, and carried 
me back to town, for that purpoſe, _ | | 
Lord W——-m, who had watched our motions, and 
arriyed at his own lodgings, before we arrived at my 
father's houſe, obeyed my ſummons on the inſtant, and 
appeared before me like an angel. Our faculties were. 
for ſome minutes, ſuſpended by a conflict of grief and 
joy. At length, I recovered the uſe of my ſpeech, 
and gave him to underitand, that I was come to town 
in order to take my leave of him, by the permiſſion 
my father, whom I had promiſed to attend into the 
country next day, before he would conſent to my re- 
turn; the chief? cauſe and pretence of which, was my. 
deſire to convince him, that J was not to blame for the 
diſappointment he had ſutfered, and that I ſhould ſee 
him again in a month, when the nuptial knot ſhould be 
tied ip ſpite of ail oppolition. | | 
My lover, who was better acquainted with the 
world, had well nigh run diſtracted with this informa- 
tion. He ſwore he would not leave me, until I ſhould 
promiſe to meet and marry him next day; or, if I re- 
fuſed to grant that requeſt, he would immediately leave | 
the kingdom, to which he would never more return; 
and before his departure, ſacrifce Lord He B — 
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| lover's relations, which was very uncertain, I would 
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ſon to the duke of 8. A——, who was the only perſon 
upon earth who could have betrayed us to my father, 
becauſe he alone was truſted with the ſecret of our in- 
tended marriage, and had actually undertaken to give 
me away; an office which he afterwards declined. 
Lord W m alſo affirmed, that my father de- 
coyed me into the country, with a view of cooping me 
up, and ſequeſtering me intirely from his view and cor- 
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n vain I pleaded my father's well-known tender- 
neſs, and uſed all the arguments 1 could recollett te 
divert him from his revenge upon lord H——, He 
was deaf to all my repreſentations, and nothing, I 
found, would prevail upon him to ſuppreſs his reſent - 
ment, but a poſitive promiſe to comply with his former 
deſire. I told him, I would hazard every thing to 
make him happy; but could not, with any regard to 
my duty, take ſuch a ſtep, without the knowledge of 
my parent; or, if I were fo inclined, it would be im- 
practicable to elude his vigilance and ſuſpicion, How- 
ever, he employed ſuch pathetic remonſtrances, and 
retained ſuch a powerful advocate within my awn 
breaſt, that before we parted, I aſſured him, my 
whole power ſhould be exerted for his ſatis faction; 
and he ſignified his reſolution of fitting up all night, 
in expectation of ſeeing me at his lodgings. | 
He had no ſooner retired, than I went into the next 
room, and deſired my father to fix a day for the mar- 
nage; in which caſe, I would chearfully wait upon 
him into the country; whereas, ſhould he deny my 
requeſt, on pretence of ſtaying for the conſent of my 
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ſeize the firſt opportunity of marrying lord W- — m, 
coſt what it would. He conſented to the match, buy 
would not appoint a day for the ceremony, which he 
propoſed to defer until all parties ſhould be agreed: 
and ſuch a favourable criſis, I feared, would never 
happen, 5 55 
I therefore reſolved within myſelf to gratify my 
lover's expeQation, by eloping, it poſſible, that very 
| | M 4 | night ; 
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night; though the execution of this plan was extreme- 
uy difficult, becauſe my father was upon the alarm, 
and my own maid, who was my bedfellow, altogether 
in his intereſt, Notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, 
I found means to engage one of the houſe- maids in my 
behalf, who be ſpoke an hackney coach, to be kept in 
waiting all night; and to bed I went with my Abigail, 
whom (as I had not cloſed an eye) I waked about five 
In the morning, and ſent to pack up ſome things for 
our intended journey. 

While ſhe was thus employed, I got up, and hud- 
dled on my cloaths, ſtanding upon wy pillow, leſt my 
father, who lay in the ehamber below, ſhould hear me 
afoot, and ſu! ſpe& my deſign. 

Having dreſſed myfelf wit pre diſpatch, and diſor- 
der, I flounced down ſtairs ſtalking as heavily as I 
could tread, that he might miſtake me for one of the 

ſervants; 3 and my confederate opening the door, I ſal- 
Hed ont into the ftreet, though I knew not which way 

to turn, and, to my unſpeakable mortification, neither 
coach nor chair appeared, | | 
_* Having travelled on foot a good way, in hope of 
finding a convenience; and being not only diſappointed 
in that particular, but alſo bewildered in my, peregrina- 

tion, I began to be exceedingly alarmed with the ap- 

rehenſion of being met by ſome perſon who might 
— me; becauſe, in that caſe my deſign would un- 
| doubtedly have been diſcovered, from every circum- 
| Nance of my appearance at that time of day; for I put 
on the very cloaths which I had pulled off over night, 
ſo that my dreſs was altogether odd and peculiar : my 
ſhoes were very fine, and over a large hoop | wore a 
pink ſattin quilted petticoat trimmed with ſilver, which 
was partly covered by a white dimity night-gown, a 
full quarter of a yard too ſhort : my handFerchicf and 
apron were hurried on without pining ; my night-cap 
could not contain my hair, which hung about my ears 
in great diſorder, and my countenance : deyoted a mix- 
ture of boys | and fear, joy and ſhame. 


In 


nourab le member of ſociuy a ſhoe-biack, whom I ear- 
neſtly intreated to provide me with a coach or chair, 
promiſing to reward him hberaily for his trouble + but 
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lover, who waited for me with the mon impaſient and 
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In hig dilemma, I made my addreſſes to that ho- 


n 


he having the misfortune to be lame; was unable to 
keep up with. my pace; ſo that, by his adrice and di- 
rection, I went into the frtl public-hauſfe I fonnd open, 
where I ſtrayed ſome time, in the utmoſt conſternation, 
among a crew of wretches whom I thought proper to 
bribe fer their civility, not without the terror 'of | being 
ſtripped. At length, however, my me fon; er returned 
with a chair, of which [ took immediate poſſeſiton 5 
and fearing that, by this time, my family would be 
alarmed, and {end directly to lord . — 8 lodg- 
ings, I ordered myſelf to be carried thither backwards, 
that ſo 1 might paſs und:{covered. | 
This ſtratagem ſuccceded according to my wiſh; I 
ran up fairs: in a {tate of trepidation, to my faithful 
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fearful ſuſpence, At ſighi of ime, his yes lighiened 
with tranſport; he caught me in Ex arms, as the rich- 
eſt preſent heaven could beſtow ; g. ave me to underſtand 
that my father had already ſent to his lodgings in queſt 
of me; then applauding my love and ;elolution in the 
moſt rapturous terms, he ordered a hackney coach to be 
called, and that he might run no riſque of ſeparation, 
attended me to church, where we were lawfully jomed 
in the fight of heaven. 
His fears were then all over, but mine recurred with 
double acgravation : 1 di-2ded the ſight of my father, 
and ſharecf all the ſorrow he ſuffered on account of my 
undutiful behavicur : for I loved him with ſuch piety 
of affection, that I wonid hive endured every other ſpe + 
cies of diſtreſs, rather thay have given him the leaſt un- 
eaſineſ; : but love (where he reigns in full empire) is 
altogether irreſiſtible, ſurmounts every difficulty, and 
ſwallows up all other conſiderations. This was the 
caſe with me; and now the irrevocable ſtep was taken, 
my firſt care was to avoid his. fight, With this view, 
Lbez, er that lord 8 n would think of ſome 
M 5 remote 
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remote place in the country, to which we might retire 
for the preſent ; and he forthwith conducted me to & 


houſe on Blackheath, where we were very civilly re- 
ceived by a laughter-loving dame, who ſeemed to miſ- 
take me for one of her own ſiſterhood. | | 


I no ſooner perceived her opinion, than I deſired 
m to undeceive her; upon which ſhe was 


lord W 
made acquainted with the nature of my ſituation and 


ſhewed us into a private room, where I called for pen 


and paper, and wrote an apology- to my father, for 
having acted contrary to his will in fo important a con- 
cern. ; 


bis taſk being performed, the bridegroom gave me 


to undlerſtand, that there was a neceſſity for our being 
bediled immediately, in order to render the marriage 


binding, leſt my father ſhould diſcover and part us be- 


fore conſummation. I pleaded hard for a reſpite till 


the evening, objecting the indecency of goit » to bed 
before noon ; but he found means to invalidate all my 


arguments, and to convince- me, that it was now my 
duty to obey. Rather than hazard the imputation of 


being obſtinate and refractory on the firſt day of my 


probation, I ſuifered myſelf to be led-into a chamber, 


which was darkened by my expreſs ſtipulation, that 


my ſhame and confuſion might be the better concealed, 
and yielded to the privilege of a dear huſband, whe 
loved me to adoration. | 15 
About five o'clock in the afternoon we were called to 
dinner, which we had ordered to be ready at four; but 
ſuch a paltry care had been forgot, amidſt the tranſports 
of gur mutual bliſs. We got up, however, and when 
we came down ſtairs, T was aſhamed to ſee the light of 
gays or meet the eyes of my beloved lord. I eat little, 
aid leſs, was happy, though overwhelmed with con- 
fuſion, underwent a thouſand agitations, ſome of which 
were painful, but by fax the greater part belonged to 
rapture and delight; we were imparadiſed in the gra- 


tification of our mutual wiſhes, and felt all that Iove 


can beſtow, and ſenſibility enjoy. 


It 
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In the twilight we returned to lord W———m's 
lodgings in town, where I received a letter from my 
father, importing, that he would never ſee me again. 
But there was one circumſtance in his manner of writ- 
ing, from which I conceived an happy preſage of his 
future indulgence. He had begun with his uſual ap- 
pellation of Dear Fanny, which, though it was ex- 
punged to make way for the word Madam, encouraged 
me to hope that his paternal fondneſs was not yet ex- 
tinguiſhed. | | = 
At ſupper, we were viſited by lord W-———m's 
younger ſiſter, who laughed at us for our inconfiderate 
match, though, ſhe owned, ſhe envied our ul Proud 
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and offered me the ule of her cloaths, until I cou 
. retrieve my own. She was a woman of a great 
deal of humour, plain but genteel, ciyil, friendly, and 
rfectly well-bred. She favoured us with her com- 
pany till the night was pretty far advanced, and did ngt 
take her leave till we retired to our apartment. 8 
As our lodgings were not ſpacious or magnificent, 
3 we reſolved to ſee little eompany; but this reſolution 
| was fruſtrated by the numerous acquaintance of lord 
W———m, who let in half the town: fo that I ran 
the gauntlet for a whole week among a ſet of wits, 
who always delight in teaſing a young creature of any 
note, when ſhe happens to make ſuch a ftolen match. 
Among thoſe that viſited us upon this occaſion, was 
my lord's younger brother, who was at that time in 
keeping with a rich heireſs of maſculine memory, and 
took that opportunity of making a parade with hie 
equipage, which was indeed very magnificent, but al- 
together diſregarded by us, whoſe happineſs conſiſted in 
the opulence of mutual loye, | | 1 
This ceremony of receiving viſits being performed, 
we went to wait on his mother the dutcheſs of H——, 
who hearing I was an heireſs, readily forgave her ſon 
for marrying without her knowledge and conſent, and 
tavoured us with a very cordial reception; inſomuch 
ttzhßat, for ſeveral months, we dined almoſt conſtant 
, | at her table; and I muſt own, I always found * — 
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292 THE ADVENTURES. OF 
altered in her civility and affection, contrary to her ge- 
neral character, which was haughty and capricious, 
She was undoubtedly a woman of great ſpirit and un- 
derſtanding, but ſubject to an infirmity which very 
much impairs and diſguiſes every other qualification, 
In about three weeks after our marriage, I was fo 
happy as to obtain the forgiveneſs of my father, to 
whoſe houſe we repaired, in order to pay our reſpects 
and ſubmiſſion.” At ſight of me he wept; nor did I 
_ behold his tears unmoved : my heart was overcharged 
with tenderneſs and ſorrow, for having offended ſuch 
an indulgent parent; ſo that I mingled my tears with 
his, while my dear huſhand, whoſe ſoul was of the 
ſofteſt and gentleſt mould, inelted with ſympathy at the 
affecting ſcene. | $5) | 
Being thus reconciled to my father we attended him 

Into the country, where we were received by my mo- 
ther, who was a ſenſible good woman, though not 
ſuſceptible of love, and therefore leſs apt to excuſe a 
weakneſs, to which ſhe was an utter ſtranger. This 
was likewiſe the cafe with an uncle, from whom I had 
great expectations. He was a plain good-natured 
man, and treated us with great courteſy 3 though his 
notions; in point of love, were not exaftly conform- 
able to curs. Nevertheleſs, I was, and femed to be iv 
happy in my choice, that my family not only became 
fatisfied with the match, but exceeding fond of lord 
After a ſhort ſtay with then in the country, we re- 
turned to London, in order to be introduced at court, 
and then ſet out for the North, on a viſit to my bro- 
ther-in-law the duke of H „who had, by a let- 
ter to lord W——m, invited us to his habitation, 


* 


My father accordingly equipped us with horſes and mo- 

ney; for our own finances were extremely ſlender, 

conſiſting only of a ſmall penſion allowed by his grace, 

upon whom the brothers were intirely dependent, the 

father Og died ſuddenly, before ſuitable proviſions 
S 


When 


eould be made for his younger children. 
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& When I took my leave of my relations, bidding adieu 
5 to my paternal home, and found myſelf launching ints 
a world of care and trouble, though the voyage on 
which I had embarked was altogether voluntary, and my 
companion the perſon on whom I doated to diſtraction, 
IT could not help feeling ſome melancholy ſenſations, 
which, however, in a little time, gave way to a train 
of more agreeable ideas. I was viſited in town by al- 
molt all the women of faſhion, many of whom, I per- 
ceived, envied me the poſſeſſion of a man who had 
made ſtrange havock among their hearts, and ſome of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in particular. 
endeavoured to cultivate my friendſhip with fingular 
marks of regard ; but I thought proper to diſcourage 
her advances, by keeping within the bounds of bare 
civility ; and indeed, to none of them was I laviſh of 
my complaiſance; for I dedicated my whole time to the 
object of my affection, who engroſſed my wiſhes to 
ſuch a degree, that although I was never jealous (be- 
cauſe I had no reaſon to be fo) I envied the happineſs 
of every woman whom he chanced at any time to hand 
into a coach, 5 „55 
The duchels of —, who was newly married to 
the earl of P „ a particular friend of lord W-—m's, 
carried me to court, and preſented me to the queen, 
who expreſſed her approbation of my perſon in very _ 
particular terms, and obſerved the ſatisfaction that ap- 
peared in my countenance, with marks of admiration 3 
defired her ladies to take notice, how little happineſs 
depended upon wealth, ſince there was more joy in my 
face then in all her court beſides. „ 
Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm me 
with bluſhes, which her majeſty ſeemed to behold with 
pleaſure z for ſhe frequently repeated the remark, and 
ewes me to all the foreigners of diſtinction, with 
many gracious expreſſions of favour. She wiſhed lord 
m happineſs inſtead of joy, and was pleaſed to 
promiſe, that ſhe would provide for her pretty beggars : 
and poor enough we certainly were in every article but. 
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194 THE ADVENTURES OF 
love. Nevertheleſs, we felt no neceſſities, but paſſed 
the ſummer in a variety of pleaſures and parties, the 
greateſt part of which were planned by lord W——'s$ 
Fiter and another lady, who was at that time miſtreſs 


to the prime miniſter. The firſt was a wit but homely | 


in her perſon; the other a woman of great beauty and 
maſculine underſtanding; and a particular friendſhip 
ſubſiſted between them, though they were both lovers 
of power and admiration, 1 33 
This lady, who ſat at the helm, was extremely ele- 


gant as well as expenſive in her diverſions, in many of 


| which we bore a ſhare z particularly in her parties upon 
the water, which were contrived in all the magnificence 
of taſte. In the courſe of theſe amuſements, a trifling 


circumſtance occurred, which I ſhall relate as an in- 


ftance of that jealous ſenſibility which characteriſed 
lord W 's diſpolition. A large company of the 
ladies and gentlemen having agreed to dine at Vaux- 
hall, and ſop at Marblehall, where we propoſed to 
conclude the evening with a dance, one barge being 
inſuflicient to contain the whole cOMpany' we were di- 
vided by lots; in conſequence of which my huſband 
and I were parted. This ſeparation was equally mor- 
tifying to us both, who, though married, were ſtill 
lovers; and my chagrin was increaſed, when I per- 


ceived that I was doomed to fit by Sir W Y——, 


a man of profeſſed gallantry: for, although lord 
W -m, had, before his marriage, made his ad- 
dreſſes to every woman he ſaw, I knew very well he 
« not deſire that any perſon ſhould make love to his 
wife, | 
That I might not therefore give umbrage, by talking 
to this gallant, I converſed with a Scots nobleman, 
who, according to common report, had formerly ſighed 
among my admirers: by theſe means, in ſeeking to 
ayoid one error, I unwittingly plunged myſelf into a 

reater ; and diſobliged lord W——m ſo much, that 


ie could not conceal his diſpleaſure z nay, ſo deeply 


was he offended at my conduct, that in the evening, 
when the ball began, he would ſcarce deign to take me 
| go Ew | 8 by 
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PEREGRINE PICELE.- 145 
by the hand in the courſe of dancing, and darted ſuch 
unkind looks as pierced me to the very foul. What 
augmented my concern, was my ignorance of the treſ- 
paſs I had committed. I was tortured with a thoufand 

uneaſy reflections; I began to fear that I had miſtaken 
his temper, and given my heart to a man who.was tired 
of poſſeſſion ; tho' I reſolved to bear without complain- 
ing the misfortune I had entailed upon myſelf. 

I ſeized the firſt opportunity of ſpeaking to him, and 
thereby diſcovered the cauſe of his chagrin 3 but as 
there was no time for expoſtulation, the miſunderſtand- 
ing-continved- on his fide with ſuch evident marks of 

uneaſineſs, that every individual of the company made 
up to me and inquired about the cauſe of his diſorder ; 
ſo that I was fain to amuſe their concern, by ſaying 
that he had been ill the day before, and dancing did 
not agree with his conſtitution. So much was he in- 
cenſed by this vnhappy circumſtance of my conduct, 
which was void of all intention to offend bim, that he 
determined to be revenged of me for my indifcretion, 
and at ſupper, chancing to fit between two very hand- 
ſome ladies, {ove of whom is lately dead, and the 
other, at preſent, my neighbour in the country) he af- 
fected an air of gait), and apenly coquetted with them 
both. OI : 

This was not the only puniſhment he inflicted on his 
innocent wife. In the courie of our entertainment, 
We engaged in ſome ümple chverſion, in conſequence 
of which, the gentlemen wese ordered to lalute the la- 
dies; when lord W, in performing this com- 
| mand, unkind)y neglected me in my turn; and I had 
5 occaſion for al} my diſcretion and pride, to conceal 
un from the company the agonies I felt at this mark of 
0 
a 


indifference and diſreſpect. However, I obtained the 
victory over myſelf, and pretended to laugh af his 
huſband-like behaviour, while the tears ſtood in my 
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th eyes, and my heart ſwelled even to burſting. _y_ 

y We broke up about five, after having ſpent the moſt 

„ | tedious evening I had ever known; and this offended 

8 - lover went to bed in a Kate of jullen wience and diſ- ö 
7 . | gu, 
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guſt. Whatever deſire J had to come to an explana- 
tion, I thought myſelf ſo much aggrieved by his un- 
reaſonable prejudice, that I could not prevail upon my- 
ſelf to demand a conference, till after his firſt nap, 
when my pride giving way to my tendernels, I claſped 
him in my arms, though he pretended to diſcourage 
theſe advances of my love: I aſked how he could be fo 
unjuſt as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom, he knew, I had refuſed for his ſake. I chid 
him for his barbarous endeavours to awake my jealouſy, 
and uſed ſuch irreſiſtible arguments in my own vindi- 
cation, that he was convinced of my innocence, ſeal- 
ed my acquittal with a kind embrace, and we mu- 
tually enjoyed the ioft tranſports of a fond reconci- 

liation. 


Never was paſſion more eager, delicate, or unreſery- 


ed, than that which glowed within our breaſts, Far 
from being cloyed with the poſſeſſion of each other, 


our raptures ſeemed to increaſe with the term of our 


union. When we were parted, though but tor a few 
hours, by the neceſſary avocations of life, we were un- 
happy during that brief ſeparation, and met again, like 


lovers who knew no joy but in one another's preſence. 


How many delicious evenings did we ſpend together, in 
our own little apartment, after we had ordered the 
candles to be taken away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon, in a "fine ſummer's 
evening. Such a mild and folemn ſcene naturally dif- 
poſes the mind to peace and benevolence; but when 
improved with the converſation of the man one loves, 
it fills the imagination with ideas of ineffable delight! 
For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, my heart was fo 
wholly ingroſſed by my huſband, that I never took. 
pleaſure in any diverſion, where he was not perſonally 
concerned; nor was I ever guilty of one thought repug- 
nant to my duty and my love. 

In the autumn we ſet out for the north, and were 
met on the road by the duke and twenty gentlemen, 


imaginable 


who conducted us to Ho, where we lived in all 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 197 
maginable ſplendor. His grace, at that time, main- 
| tained above an hundred ſervants, with a band of mu- 
ke, which always performed at dinner, kept open table, 
and was viſited by a great deal of company. The ceco- 
nomy of his houſe was ſuperintended by his eldeſt 
ſiſter, a beautiful young lady of an amiable temper, 
with whom I ſoon contracted an intimate friendſhip, 
She and the duke uſed to rally me pon my fondneſs 
for lord W m, who was a fort of an humouriſt, 
and apt to be in a pet, in which caſe he would leave 
the company, and go to bed by ſeven o'clock in the 
evening. On theſe occaſions, I always diſappeared, 
giving up every conſideration to that of pleaſing my 
buſband, notwithſtanding the ridicule of his relations, 
who taxed me with having ſpoiled him with too much 
indulgence. But how could I expreſs too much ten- 
derneſs and condeſcenſion for a man, who doated upon 
me to ſuch exceſs, that when buſineſs obliged him to 
leave me, he always ſnatched the firit opportunity to 
return, and often rode through darkneſs, ſtorms and 
tempeſts, to my arms. 1 85 | 
Having ſtayed about ſeven months in this place, I 
ſound myſelf in a fair way of being a mother; and 
that I might be near my own relations, in ſuch an in- 
tereſting ſituation, T and my dear companion departed - 
from H n, not without great reluctance; for I 
was fond of the Scots in general, who treated me with 
Breat hoſpitality and reſpect; and to this day, they pay 
me the compliment of ſaying, I was one of the belt 
wives in that country, which is ſo juſtly celebrated for 
good women. | | Et | 
Lord Wm having attended me to my father's 
houſe, was obliged to return to Scotland, to ſupport 
his intereſt in being elected member of parliament ; ſo 
that he took his leave of me, with a full reſolution of 
ſeeing me again, before the time of my lying-in; and 
all the comfort I enjoyed in his ablence, was the peru- 
fal of his letters, which 1 punctually received, toge- 
ther with thoſe of his fiſter, who, from time to time, 
fargured me with aſſurances of his conſtancy and devo- 
| | tion. 


; 
4 
=> 
1 
1 
15 
1 1 
Bl, 
1 
1 
1 
8 
3 
"=o 
3 
1 
1 
* 
* 1 
WW. 
1 4 
1 
Ag 
91 
"th 


— 


Ho 


198 THE ADVENTURES OF 
tion. Indeed theſe teſtimonials were neceſſary to one 
of my diſpoſition ; for 1 was none of thoſe who could 
be contented with half an heart. I could not even 
ſpare one complaiſant look to any other woman, but 
expected the undivided homage of his love, Had I 
been diſappointed in this expectation, I ſhould (though 
a wife) have rebelled or died. 
Mean while, my parents treated me with great ten- 
derneſs, intending that Lord W———m ſhould be 
ſettled in a houſe of his own, and accommodated with 
my fortune; and his expectations from the queen were 
very ſanguine, when 1 was taken ill, and delivered of 
a dead child: an event which affected me extremely. 
When I underſtood the extent of my misfortune, my 
heart throbbed with ſuch violence, that my breaſt could 
ſcarce contain it; and my anxiety being aggravated by 
the abſence of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, 
of which he was no ſooner apprized by letter, than he 
eame poſt from Scotland; but, before his arrival, I 
was ſuppoſed to be in a fair way. 5 
During this journey, he was tortured with all that 
terrible ſuſpence which prevails in the minds of thoſe 
who are in danger of loſing that which is moſt dear ta 


| 1 them; and when he entered the houſe, was ſo much 
| overwhelmed with apprehenſion, that he durſt not in- 


quire about the ſtate of my health. 


As for my part, I never cloſed an eye from the tim 


on which I expected his return; and when I heard his 
voice, I threw open my curtains, and fat up in the bed 
to receive him, though at the hazard of my life. He 
ran towards me with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, and 
claſp'd me in his arms; he kneeled hy the bed- ſide, 
kiſſed my hand a thouſand times, and wept with tran- 
ſports of tenderneſs and joy. In ſhort, this . meeting 
was ſo pathetic, as to overcome my enfeebled conſtitu- 
tion; and we were parted by thoſe who were wiſer than 
ourſelves, and ſaw that nothing was ſo proper for us 
as a little repoſe. | 5 ion, | | 
| But how ſhall I relate the deplorable tranſition from 
| cuvied happineſs to excels of miſery, which I now 
= - ſuſtained 
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f. PEREGRINE PICK L E. 199 
fſuſtained! My month was hardly up, when my desr 
huſband was taken ill: perhaps the fatigue of body as 
well as mind, which he had undergone on my account, 
occaſioned a fatal ferment in his blood, and his health 
fell a ſacrifice to his love. Phyſicians were called from 
London; but alas! they brought no hopes of his re- 
covery. By their advice, he was removed to town, 
for the convenience of being punctually attended. 
Every moment was too precious to be thrown away; 
e was therefore immediately put into the roach, 
though the day was far ſpent; and I, though exceed- 
del weak, accompanied him in the journey, which 
was performed by the light of flambeaus, and rendered 


vnſpeakably ſhocking, by the diimal apprehenſion of 

| | Joling him every moment, 

| At length, however, we arrived at our Jodgings in 
„ Pall-mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and at- 
ended the iſſue of his diſtemper, in all the agonies of 
[ | Horror and deſpair. Ina little time his malady ſettled 


upon his brain, and in his dilirium, he uttered ſuch 
t | dreadful exclamations, as were ſufficient to pierce the 
> | moſt ſavage heart. What effect then muſt they have 
> | Had on mine, which was fraught with every ſentiment 
2 | of the moſt melting affection! It was not a common 
H grief that took poſſeſſion of my foul; I felt all the ag- 

gravation of the moſt acute diſtteſs. 1 ſometimes ran 
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& | down to the ſtreet in a fit of diſtraction : I ſent for the 
s | dottors every minute: I wearied heaven with my pray- 
1 | ers; even now my heart aches at the remembrance of 
e what I ſuffered, and I cannot without trembling pro- | 
d ceͤed with the woeful ſtory. | q 
„ After having lain inſenfibie ſome days, he recovered j 
=o the uſe of leech, and called upon my name, which he 9 
g dad a thouſand times repeated, hie he was bereft of i 
- | reaſon. All hopes of his life were now relinquiſhed, | 
n | and I was led to his bed-fide to receive his laſt adieu, 6 
18 being directed to ſummon all my fortitude, and ſup— 1 
preſs my forrow, that he might not be diſturbed by my i 
m a gitation. I collected all my reſolution to ſupport me 6 
in this affecting ſcene: I faw my dear lord in extremity. 1 
tt | Mo = 1E 


200 THE ADVENTURES OF 
T he beauties of his youth were all decayed, yet his 
eyes, though languid, retained unſpeakable ſweetneſs 
and expreſſion. He felt his end approaching, put forth 
his hand, and with a look full of complacency and be- 
nevolence, uttered ſuch a tender tale Good heaven! 
how had I deſerved ſuch accumulated afflicuon ! the 
bare remembrance of which now. melts me into tears. 
Human nature could not undergo my ſituation, with- 
out ſuffering an extaſy of grief! I claſped him in my 
arms, and kiſſed him a thouſand times, with the molt 
violent emotions of woe: but I was torn from his em- 
brace, and in a little time he was ravithed for ever 
from my view. | Re 
On that fatal morning, which put a period to his 
life, I ſaw the ducheſs of L— approach my bed, and. 
from her appearance, concluded that he was no more; 
yet I begg'd ſhe would not confirm the unhappy pre- 
ſage, by announcing his death; and ſhe accordingly 
preſerved the moſt emphatic filence. I got up, and 


trod ſoftly over his head, as if I had been afraid of 


interrupting his repoſe. Alas! he was no longer ſen- 
fible of ſuch diſturbance, 1 was ſeized with a ſtupe- 
faction of ſorrow: I threw up the window, and look- 
mg around, though the ſun ſhone with the moſt diſ- 
mal aſpect, every thing was ſolitary, chearleſs, and re- 
plete with horror. „„ : 

In this condition I was, by the direction of my 
friend, conveyed to her houſe, where my faculties were 
fo overpowered by the load of anguiſh which oppreſſed 
me, that I know not what pafſed during the firit days 
of my unhappy widowhood ; this only I know, the 
kind ducheſs treated me with all imaginable care and 
compaſſion, and carried me to her country- houſe, where 
I ſtayed ſome months; during which, the endeavoured 
to comfort me with all the amuſements ſhe couid in- 
vent, anil laid me under fuch obligations, as ſhall 
never be eraſed from my remembrance: yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all her care and concern, I was, by my exceſs 
of grief, plunged into a languiſhing Os > 

„ | | Which 
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which my phyſicians adviſed me to drink the Bath 
waters. 

In compliance with this preſcription, I went thither 
towards the end of ſummer, and found ſome benefit by 
adhering to their directions; though I teldom went 
abroad, except when J vitited my ſiſter-in-law, who 
was there with the Princeſs; and upon theſe occaſions, 
I never failed to attract the notice of the company, 
who were ſtruck with the appearance of ſuch a young 
creature in weeds. Nor was I free from the perſecu- 
tion of profeſſed admirers ; but being dead to all joy, 
I was deaf to the voice of adulation. : 

About Chriſtmas, I rtepairea to my father's houſe, 
where my forows were revived by every object that re- 
called the idea of my dear lamented lord. But thoſe 
melancholy reflections I was obliged to bear, becauſe 
J had no other home or habitation, being left an un— 
provided widow, altogether dependent on the affection 
of my own family. | Fo | | 

During thts winter, divers overtnres were made te 


my father, by people who demanded me in marriage; 


but my heart was not yet ſufnciently weaned from my 
former paſſion, to admit the thoughts of another mal- 
ter. Among thoſe that preiented their propoſals, was 
a certain young nobleman, who, upon the firſt news of 
lord W m's death, came poſt from Paris, in or- 
der to declare his paſtion. He made his firſt appear- 
ance in a hired chariot and ſix, accompanied by a big 
fat fellow, whem (as I afterwards learn'd) he had en- 
gazed to ſound his praties, with the promile of a thou- 
ſand pounds, in lien of which he paid him with forty. 


Whether it was with a view of ſcreening himſelf from 


the cold, or oi making a comfortable medium in caſe 
of being overturned, and falling under his weighty 
companion, I know not; but certain it is, the carriagg 
was ſtuffed with hay, in ſuch a manner, that when he 
arrived, the ſervants were at ſome pains in rummaging 
and removing it, before they could come at their maſ- 
ter, or help him to alight. When he was lifted out of 
the chariot, ke exhibited a very ludicrous figure to the 


view; 
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view : he was a thin, meagre, ſhivering creature, of 
a low ſtature, with little black eyes, a long noſe, ſal- 
low complexion, and pitted with the ſmall pox ; dreſſed 
in a coat of light brown frize, lined with pmk-colour- 
ed ſhag, a monſtrous ſolitaire and a bag, and (if I 


remember aright) a pair of huge jack boots. In a 


word, his whole appearance was ſo little calculated for 
inſpiring love, that I had (on the ſtrength of ſeeing 
him once before at Oxford) ſet him down as the laſt 
man on earth whom I would chooſe to wed ; and I will 
venture to affirm, that he was in every particular the 
very reverſe of my late huſband, 5 

As my father was not at home, he ſtayed but one 
evening, and left his errand with my mother, to whom 
he was as diſagreeable as to myſelf ; ſo that his pro- 
poſal was abſolutely rejected. And I heard no more 
of him during the ſpace of three whole months, at 
the expiration of which, I went to town, where this 
mortifying figure preſented itſelf again, and renewed 


wr 0 6 k O 
is ſuit, offering ſuch advantageous terms of ſettle- 


ment, that my father began to reliſh the match, and ; 


warmly recommended it to my conſideration. 
Lord W m's relations adviſed me to embrace 
the opportunity of making myſelf independent; all my 


acquaintance plied me with arguments to the fame pur- 


ie; I was uneaſy at home, and indifferent to all 
mankind, I weighed the motives with the objections, 
and with reluctance yielded to the importunity of my 

friends. | EE „ 
In conſequence of this determination, the little gen- 
tleman was permitted to viſit me; and the manner of 
his addreſs did not at all alter the opinion I had con- 
cewed of his character and underſtanding. I was even 
ſhocked at the proſpect of marrying a man hom J 
could not love; and, in order to diſburthen my awn 
conſcience, took an opportunity of telling him one 
evening, as we ſat oppoſite to each other, that it was 
not in my power to command my affection, and there- 
fore he could not expect the poſſeſſion of my heart, 
lord Won ms indulgence having ſpolled me a” 2 
5 5 wiſe 


F ” 
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wife: nevertheleſs, I would endeavour to contract x 
friendſhip for him, which would intirely depend upon 
his own behaviour. a 
To this declaration he replied (to my great ſurpriſe) 
that he did not deſire me to love him, my friendſhip 
was ſufficient; and next day, repeated this ſtrange in- 
ſtance of moderation in a letter, which I communica- 
ted to my ſiſter, who laughed heartily at the contents, 
and perſuaded me, that ſince I could love no man, he 
was the propereſt perſon to be my huſband. | 
Accordingly, the wedding cloaths and equipage be- 
ing prepared, the day—the fatal day was fixed! on 
the morning of which, I went to the houſe of my bro- 
ther-in-law duke H——, who loved me tenderly, and 
took my leave of the family; a family which I ſhall 
always remember with love, honour, and eſteem, His 
grace received me in the moſt affectionate manner, ſay- 
ing at parting, © Lady W——m, if he does not uſe 
you well, I will take you back again.“ - 
The bridegroom and I met at Ox— chapel where 
the ceremony was performed by the biſhop of W——, 
in preſence of his lordſhip's mother, my father, and a- 
nother lady. The nuptial knot being tied we ſet op 
for my father's houſe in the 2 and proceede 
full twenty miles on our journey, before my lord open- 
eld his mouth ; my thoughts having been all that time 
employed on ſomething quite foreign to my preſent ſi- 
tuation; for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. 
At length my father broke filence, and clapping 
his lordſhip on the ſhoulder, told him he was but a 
dull bridegroom ; upon which, my lord gave him to 
underſtand, that he was out of ſpirits. This dejecti- 
on continued all the day, notwithſtanding the refreſn- 
ment of a plentiful dinner, which he eat upon the 
road ; 'and 1n the evening we arrived at the place of 
our deſtination, where we were kindly received by my 
mother, though ſhe had no liking to the match; and 
after ſupper, we retired to our apartment. | 
It was here that I had occaſion to perceive the moſt 
diſagreeable contraſt between my preſent help-mats and 
| 8. | my 
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204 THE ADVENTURES OF 
my former lord. Inſtead of flying to my arms with 
all the eagerneſs of love and rapture, this manly re- 
preſentative ſat moping in a corner, like a criminal on 
execution-day, and owned that he was aſhamed to bed 

a woman, whoſe hand he had ſcarce ever touched. 
I could not help being affected with this puſillanimous 
behaviour: I remembered lord W—m, while I ſur- 
veyed the object before me, and made ſuch a compari- 
fon as filled me with horror and diſguſt: nay, to ſuch 
a degree did my averſion to this phantom prevail, that 
I began to ſweat with anguiſh at the thought of being 
ſubjected to his pleaſure : and when, after a long he- 
ſitation, he ventured to approach me, I trembled as if 
I had been expoſed to the embraces of a rattle-ſnake, 
Nor did the efforts of his love diminiſh the antipathy, 
His attempts were like the pawings of an imp, ſent 
from hell to teize and torment ſome guilty wretch, ſuch 
as are exhibited in ſome dramatic performance, which 
I never fee acted, witheut remembring my wedding 
night. By ſuch ſhadowy, unſubſtantial, vexatious be- 
haviour, was I tantalized, and robbed of my repoſe ; 
and early next morning I got up, with a moſt ſove- 
reign contempt for my bedfellow, who indulged him- 

| elf in bed till eleven. EO | 
Having paſſed a few days in this place, T went home 
with him to his houſe at Twickenham; and ſoon after 
we were preſented at court, when the queen was pleaſ- 
ed to ſay to my lord's mother, fhe did not doubt that 
we ſhould be an happy couple, for I had been a good 

wife to my former huſband. | | 
Whatever deficiencies I had to complain of in my 
new ſpouſe, he was net wanting in point of liberality : 
] was preſented with a very fine chariot ſtudded with ſil- 
ver nails, and ſuch a profuſion of jewels as furniſhed a 
joke to ſome of my acquaintance, who obſerved that I 
was formerly queen of hearts, but now metamorphoied 
into the queen of diamonds. I now alſo had an op- 
portunity (which I did not let flip) of paying lord 
W mes debts from my privy purſe ; and on ou 
| ; | ort 


the execution of his purpoſe, longer than I thought 


appeared without a train of admirers, and my.houſg 
in the country was always crowded with gay young, 


company amounted to twenty-four. We were regal- 


| being attended by a band of muſic, in a third; and 


. tho" the would not refuſe to partake of ſuch an agreeable 
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ſcore received the thanks of his elder brother, who 
(tho* he had undertaken to diſcharge them) delayed 


they ſhould remain unpaid. This uncommon ſplen- 
dour attracted the eyes and envy of my competitors, 
who were the more implacable in their reſentments, 
becauſe notwithſtanding my marriage, I was as much ag 
ever followed by the menof gallantry and pleaſure, among 
whom it is a conſtant maxim, that a woman never 
with- holds her affections from her huſband, without 
an intention to beſtow them ſomewhere elſe. I never. 


men of quality. 5 | 

Among thoſe who cultivated my good #08 with 
the greateſt ſkill and aſſiduity, were the ear] C——, 
and Mr, S——, brother to lord F The former 
of whom, in the courſe of his addreſſes, treated me 
with an entertainment of ſurpriſing magnificence, diſ- 
poſed into a dinner, ſupper, and ball; to which 1, at 
his deſire, invited eleven ladies, whom he paired with 
the like number of his own ſex: ſo that the whole 


ed with a moſt elegant dinner in an apartment which 
was altogether ſuperb and ſerved oy gentlemen only, no 
livery ſervant being permitted to come within the door. 
In the afternoon we embarked in two ſplendid barges, 


enjoyed a delightful evening upon the river, till the 
twilight, when we returned, and began the ball, which 
was conducted with ſuch order and taſte, that mirth 
and good humour prevailed. No diflatisfa&tion ap- 
peared, except in the countenance of one old maid, 
ſince married to a ſon of the duke of —, who, 


entertainment, was diſpleaſed that I ſhould have the 
honour of inviting her. O baleful Envy! thou ſelf- 
tormenting fiend! How doſt thou predominate in all 
aſlemblies, from the grand gala of a court to the meet- 
ing of ſimple peaſants 5 their harveſt- home! Nor is 
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the prevalence of this ſordid paſſion to be wondered at, 


if we conſider the weaknels, pride, and vanity of our 


ſex, The preſence of one favourite man ſhall poiſon 
the enjoyment of a whole company, and produce the 
moſt rancorous enmity betwixt the cloſeſt friends. 

_ T danced with the maſter of the ball, who employed 


all the artillery of his eloquence in making love; yet 
I did not liften to his addreſſes for he was not to my 


taſte, tho he poſſeſſed an agreeable perſon, and a good 


acquired underſtanding ; but he was utterly ignorant of 


that gentle prevailing art which I afterwards experien- 
ced in Mr. S „and which was the only method he 
could have ſucceſsfully practiſed, in ſeducing a young 
woman like me, born with ſentiments of honour, and 
trained up in the paths of religion and virtue. This 
young gentleman was, indecd, abſolutely maſter of 
thoſe inſinuating qualifications which few women of 
paſſion and ſenſibility can refiſt; and had a perſon 


every way adapted: for profiting by theſe inſidious ta- 
lents. He was well acquainted with the human heart, 


conſcious of his own power and capacity, and exerciſ- 
ed theſe endowments with unwearied perſeverance, He 


was tall and thin, of a ſhape and ſize perfectly agreea 
ble to my taſte, with large blue eloquent eyes, good 
teeth, and a long head turned to gallantry. His beha- 


viour was the ſtandard of politeneſs, and all his advan— 


ces were conducted with the moſt profound reſpect ; 


which is the moſt effettual expedient a man can 
pſe againſt us, if he can find means to perſuade 
vs, that it proceeds from the exceſs and delicacy of 
his paſſion. It is no other than a ſilent compl:- 


ment, by which our accompliſhments are continuaily | 
| flattered, and pleaſes in proportion to the ſuppoſed un- 


derſtanding of him. who pays it. | 

By theſe arts and advantages this conſummate politi- 
cian in love began by degrees to ſap the foundatiogs of 
my conjugal faith ; he ttole imperceptibly into my af- 
fection, and, by dint of opportunity, which he well 


knew how to improve, triumphed, at laſt, over all his 
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I would have preferred to moſt of his competitors, 


note; a trifling mark of my eſteem, which he after- 


won the palm from all the reſt of my admirers. 


in the neighbourhood, were my conſtant companions z 


his whole vigilance and attention. Thus he ſtudied my 


at the ſame time. He found my heart was ſuſceptible 


tration chooſing proper ſeaſons for the theme, he urged 


band whom I had ſuch reaſon to deſpiſe, 


his. ſucceſs by an alarm of jealouſy which I one day 
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Nor was he the only perſon that diſputed my heart 
with earl C——, That nobleman was alſo rivalled 
by lord C H „ a Scotchman, who had been 
an intimate and relation of my former huſband. Him 


and actually coquetted with him for ſome time: but 
the amour was interrupted by his going to Ireland; 
upon which occaſion, underſtanding that he was but 
indifferently provided with money, I made him a pre- 
ſent of a gold ſnuff-box, in which was incloſed a banks 


E 


vo N ade. 


wards juſtified by the molt grateful, friendly, and gen- 
teel behaviour, and as we correſponded by letters, I 
frankly told him, that Mr. $S—— nad ſtept in, and 


This new favourite's mother and ſiſters, who lived 


and, in conſequence of this intimacy, he never let a 
day paſs without paying his reſpects to me in perſon ; _ 
nay, ſo ingeinous was he in contriving the means of 

promoting his ſuit, that whether I rode or walked, 
went abroad or ftayed at home, he was always of courſe 
one of the party: ſo that his deſign ſeemed to ingroſs 


diſpoſition and eſtabliſhed him“ in my good opinion; 


of every tender impreſſion, and ſaw that I was not free 
from the vanity of youth; he bad already acquired 
my friendſhip and eſteem, from which he knew there 
was a ſhort and eaſy tranſition to love. By his pene- 


it with ſuch pathetic vows and artful adulation, as well 
might captivate a young woman of my complexion and 
e Pere and circumſtanced as I was, with a huſ- 


Tho' he thus made an inſenſible progreſs in my heart, 
he did not find my virtue an eaſy conqueſt ; and I my- 
felt was ignorant of the advantage he had gained, with 
regard to my inclinations, until I was convinced ot; 


N 2 felt, 
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felt, at ſeeing himengaged in converſation with another 
lady. I forthwith recognized this ſymptom of love, 
with which I had been formerly acquainted, and trem. 
bled at the diſcovery of my own weakneſs. I under- 


went a ſtrange agitation and mixture of contrary ſenſa- 


tions: I was pleaſed with the paſſion, yet aſhamed of 
avowing it even to my own mind. The rights of a 
| huſband (tho? mine was but a nominal one) occurred to 
my reflection, and virtue, modeſty and honour forbad 
me to cheriſh the guilty flame. _ | 2 

While I encouraged theſe laudable ſcruples, and re- 
ſolved to ſacrifice my love to duty and reputation, my 
lord was almoſt every day employed in riding poſt to 
my father, with compliments of my condu&t, which 
was hitherto irreproachable; tho' the greateſt g.ievance 
which he pretended to have ſuffered, was my refuſing 


to comply with his deſire, when he intreated me to lie 


a whole hour every morning, with my neck uncovered , 
that by gazing he might quiet the perturbation of his 
ſpirits. From this requeſt you may judge of the man, 
as well as of the regard I muſt entertain for his cha- 
racter and diſpoſition. | ne Wee” 

During the whole ſummer I was beſieged by my art- 


ful undoer, and in the autumn ſet out with my lord | 
For Bath, where, by re:ſon of the intimacy that ſubſiſt- 


ed between our families, we lived in the ſame houſe 
with my lover and his ſiſter, who, with another agreeable 
young lady, accompanied us in this expedition. By 


this time Mr. S—— had extorted from me a confeſſi- | 


on of a mutual flame, tho' I aſſured him that it ſhould 


never induce me to give up the valuable poſſeſſions of | 


an unſpotted character, and a confcience void of of- 
fence. I offered him all the enjoyment he could reap 
from an unreſerved intercourſe of ſouls, abſtracted 
from any ſenſual conſideration. He eagerly embraced 
the Platonic propoſal, becauſe he had ſagacity enough 
to foreſee the iſſue of ſuch chimerical contracts, and 
knew me too well to think he could accompliſh his 


purpoſe without ſeeming to acquieſce in my own terms, | 


and 


— ne EW 7 


creature, diſtracted between love and duty, whem, 
had he alarmed, he never would have ſeen within his 
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and cultivating my tenderneſs under the ſpecious pre- 
text. „ | 
In conſequence of this agreement we took all op- 
portunities of ſeeing each other in private; and theſe 
interviews were ſpent in mutual proteſtations of diſin- 
tereſted love. This correſpondence, tho' dangerous, 
was (on my fide) equally innocent and endearing ; and 
many happy hours we paſled, before my ſentiments 
were diſcovered. At length my lover was taken ill, 
and then my paſſion burſt out beyond the power of 
concealment z my grief and anxiety became fo conſpi- 
cuous in my countenance, and my behaviour was ſo in- 
diſcreet, that every body in the houſe perceived the ſi- 
tuation of my thoughts, and blamed my conduct ac- 
cordingly. | 5 5 | OE 
Certain it is I was extremely imprudent, tho' inten- 
tionally innocent. I have lain whole nights by my 
lord, who teized and tormented me for that which nei- 
ther I could give nor he could take, and ruminated on 
the fatal conſequence of this unhappy flame, until I 
was worked into a fever of diſquiet. I ſaw there was 
no ſafety but in flight, and often determined to baniſh 
myſelf for ever from the ſight of this dangerous intru- 
der. But my reſolution always failed at the approach 
of day, and my deſire of ſeeing him as conſtantly re- 
curred, So far was I from perſiſting in ſuch com- 
mendable determinations, that, on the eve of our de- 
parture from Bath, I felt the keeneſt pangs of ſorrow 
at our approaching ſeparation ; and as we could not 
enjoy our private interviews at my houſe in town, L 
promiſed to viſit him at his own apartments, after he 
had ſworn by all's that ſacred, that he would take no 
ſiniſter advantage of my condeſcenſion, by prefuming 
upon the opportunities I ſhould give. | 
He kept his word; for he ſaw I truſted to it with 
fear and trembling, and perceived that my apprehenſion 
was not affected, but the natural concern of a young 
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in favour of his paſſion, he was more than ever reſpect- 
ful and complaiſant; fo that I found myſelf diſengaged 


of all reftraint, conducted the converſation, thortened 


and repeated my viſits, at my own pleaſure, till, ay 
laft, I became fo accuftoined to this communication, 


hat his houſe was as familiar to me as my own. 


Having in this manner ſecured himſelf in my conf- 
dencr, he reſumed the favourite topic of love, and 
warming my imagination by gradual advances on the 
ſubject, my heart began to pant; when he faw me thus 


moved, he ſnatched the favourable occaſion to practice 


all his eloquence and art. I could not reſiſt his energy, 


nor even fly from the temptation that afſſaited me, un- 


til he had obtained a promiſe that he ſhould, at our 


next meeting, reap the fruits of his tedious expeta- _ 


tion. Upon this condition I was permitted to retire, 


and bleſſed heaven for my eſcape, fully determined to 
continue in the path of virtue J had hitherto trod, and 


Rifle the criminal flame, by which my peace and repu- 
kation were endangered. But his idea, which reignes 
in my heart, without controul, ſoon baifled all theie 
prudent ſuggeſtions. | | ; 


I ſaw him again; and he reminded me of my pro- 


miſe, which I endeavoured to evade with affected plea- 


ſantry z upon which he manifeſted the utmoſt diſplea- 
ſure and chagrin, ſhedding ſome crocodile tears, and 


upbraiding me with levity and indifference. He ob- 


ſerved, that he had ſolicited my favour for ten long 
months, without interwiſſion, and imagined J held out 
H long on virtuous motives only; but now he could 


plainly perceive that his want of ſucceſs had been owing |__ 


to my want of affection; and that all my profeſſions 
were inſincere: in a word, he perſuaded me, that his 
remonſtrances were juſt and reaſonable. I could not 


ſee the afflition of a man I loved, when I knew it was 
mn my power to remove it; and rather than forfeit his 
opinion of my ſincerity and love, I conſented to his 
wiſh, My heart now flutters at the remembrance of 
the dear, though fatal indiſeretion; yet I reflect with- 


out remorſe, and even remember it with pleaſure, 


communication, that to t 
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Tf I could not avoid the cenſure of the world, I was 


reſolved to bear it without repining; and ſure the guilt - 


(it there was any in my conduct) but was venial ; for 
I conſidered myſelf as a perſon abſolved of all matri- 
monial ties, by the inſignificance of Jard ———, who, 


though a nominal huſband, was, in fact, a mere non- 


entity. I therefore contracted a new engagement with 
my lover, to which I reſolved to adhere with the moſt 
{ſcrupulous fidelity, without the leaſt intention of in- 
juring my lord or his relations ; for had oyr mutual 
paſlion produced any viſible effects, I would have im- 
mediately renounced and abandoned my huſband for 
ver, that the fruit of my love for Mr. S—— might not 
have inherited, to the detriment of the right heir. This 
was my determination, which I thought juſt, if not 


prudent; and for which I have incurred the imputation | 


of folly, m the opinion of this wiſe and honeſt gene- 


ration, by whoſe example and advice I have, ſince that 


time, been a little retormed in point of prudentials, 
though I fill retain a ſtrong tendency to retuin to my 
primitive way of thinking. IS 
When T quitted Mr. 8 „after the ſacrifice J had 
made, and returned to my own bed, it may perhaps be 
{ſuppoſed that I flept but little. True: I was kept 


awake by the joyful impatience of reviſiting my loves. 


Indeed I neglected no opportunity of flying to his arms: 
when lord ——— wag jn the country we enjoyed each 


other's company without interruption, but when he re- 
ſided in town our correſpondence was limited to ſtolen 
interviews, which were ynſpeakably delicious, as ge- 


puine Jove preſided at the entertainment. 
Such was my 22 in the courſe of this tender 
i 


friends 


s day I remember it with 
| Pleaſure, though it has coſt me dear in the ſequel, and 
Was at that time enjoyed at a conſiderable expence; for 
I devoted myſelf fo entirely to my lover, who was de- 
ſuous of engroſſing my time and thoughts, that my 
a acquaintance, which was very numerous, juſtly accuſed 
me of neglect, and of couſequence cooled in their 
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friendſhips : but I was a// for love, or the world well 


10%: And were the fame opportunity to offer, I would 


act the ſame conduct over again. 


Some there are who poſſibly may wonder how I could 
love twice with ſuch violence of affection : but all ſuch 


obſervers muſt be unacquainted with the human heart, 
Mine was naturally adapted for the tender paſſions, 
and had been fo fortunate, fo cheriſhed, in its firſt im- 


preſſions, that it felt with joy the ſame ſenſations re- 
vive, when influenced by the ſame engaging qualifica- 
Certain it is I loved the ſecond time as well as 
the firſt, and better was impoſſible. I gave up my all 
for both: fortune and my father's favour for the one; 
reputation, friends, and fortune for the other. Yet, 
notwithſtanding this intimate connection, I did not re— 
linquiſh the world all at once; on*the contrary, I ſtill 
appeared at court, and attracted the notice and appro- 


_ bation of my royal patroneſs; I danced with the p 


of W-—— ; a circumſtance which ſo nearly affected 


Mr. $S——, who was preſent, that, in order to mani- 


felt his reſentment, he choſe the uglieſt woman in the 


ball for his partner; and I no ſGoner perceived his un- 
_ eaſineſs than I gave over, with a view of appealing his 
diſpleaſure.” - --- „„ RL. ET | 

Without repeating particular circumſtances, Jet it | 


ſuffice to ſay, our mutual paſſion was a perfect copy of 


that which had ſubſiſted between me and my dear lord 
 W——m. It was jealous, melting and delicate, and 


chequered with little accidents, which ſerve to animate 
and maintain the flame, in its firſt ardency of rapture, 
When my lover was ſick, I attended and nurſed him 
with indefatigable tenderneſs and care; and during an 
indiſpoſition which I caught in the performance of this 
agreeable office, he diſcharged the obligation with all 
the warmth of ſympathy and love. BLOT 8 
It was, however, judged neceſſary by the phylici- 
ans, that I ſhould uſe the Bath-waters for the recovery 
of my health; and I ſet out for that place, glad of a 
retence to be abſent from lord —-——-, with whom 1 
cha en very unhappy terms. He had, about 0 
| | | zZonths 
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months aſter our marria ge, deſired that we might ſleep 
in ſeparate beds, and ous a very whimſical reaſon for 
this propoſal. He ſai 


„the immenſity of his love de- 
prived him of the power of gratification, and that ſome 


; : commerce with an object, to which his heart was not 
- attached, might, by diminiſhing the tranſports of his 
RN « 1h recompoſe his nerves, and enable him to enjoy 


e fruits of his good fortune. | 
You may be ſure I made no objections to this plan, 


' which was immediately put in execution. He made 
his addreſſes to a nymph of Drury-lane, whoſe name 
(as he told me) was Mrs. Rock. She made ſhift to 
extract ſome money from her patient; but his infir- 
mity was beyond the power of her art; though ſhe 
made ſome miſchief between us; and I communicated 
my ſuſpicion to duke H 
expoſtulated with her upon the ſubject 3 but ſhe got 
intimation of his deſign, and ſaved him the trouble, by 
a precipitate. retreat. 


» who intended to have 


After my return from the Bath, where Mr. $—— 


and 1 had lived happily, until we were interrupted by 
tte arrival of my huſband, his lordſhip expreſſed an 
inclination to be my bedfellow again. In this particu- 
lar I deſired to be excuſed, I would not be the firſt 
to propoſe the ſeparation, which, though uſual in other 
countries, is contrary to the cuſtam of England, being 
unvwilling to furniſh the leaſt handle for cenſure, as my 


character was ſtill unblemiſhed ; yet, when the propo- 


fal came from him, I thought myſelf entitled to refuſe 
are union, to which I accordingly objected. DE 
This oppoſition produced a quarrel, which roſe to a 
ſtate of perpetual animoſity ; ſo that we began to talk 
of parting. My lord reliſhed the expedient, agreeing 
to add three hundred pounds a year to my pin- money, 
which (by the bye) was never paid; and I renounced 
3 all ſtate and grandeur, to live in a ſmall houſe that I 
| hired at Caſehorton, where I paſſed my time for two 
months, in the moſt agreeable retirement, with my 


dear lover. At length I was diſturbed by the intruſion 
of my lord, who moleſted me with viſits and ſolicita- 
* 1 tions 
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tions to return, pretending that he had changed his 
mind, and inſiſting upon my compliance with his de- 
ſire. 


I exhauſted my invention in endeavours to evade his 
requeſt; but he perſecuted me without ceaſing: ſo 


that I was fain to capitulate, on condition that he 
ſhould immediately ſet out for France; and that he 


ſhould not preſume to approach my bed, till our arrival 


at Calais. We accordingly departed for that king- 
dom; and, far from infringing the laſt article of our 


treaty, his lordſhip did not inſiſt upon his privilege, 
before we reached the capital of France. 
Mean while, I began to feel the effect of my paſſion 


in a very intereſting manner, and communicated my 


_ diſcovery to the dear author of it, who would not leave 


me in ſuch an affecting ſituation, but took the ſirſt op- 
eue of following us to France. 
In our road to Paris, we ſtopp' d to viſtt Chantilly, 


a magnificent Chateau, belonging to the prince of 


Conde, and there met by accident with for12 Engliſh 


noblemen, to whom I was known. The prince And | 
his ſiſters invited me very politely into the gallery | 
- Where they ſat. They complimented me on my per- 


ſon, and ſeemed to adinire my dreſs, which was alto- | 


lord did not underſtand the French language. I was 


was inchanted with the place and the company, the wo-| 
men being amiable and the men polite ; nor were they} 


ſtrangers to my name and ftory ; for Mr. S—— call 


ing to the ſame place a few days after, they rallied hin 


on my account. 


When we arrived at Paris, the firſt thing I did w3 


to metamorphoſe myſelf into a French woman. I cu 
off my hair, hid a very good complexion of my owl 


with Rouge, reconciled wyfelf to powder „which I hal 
5 15 ne vent, 


gether new to them, being a blue Englich riding-habit 
trimmed with gold, and an hat with a feather. They 
were particularly well pleaſed with my hair, which 
hung down to my waiſt, and preſſed me to iy a fort- 
night at their houſe; an invitation which 1 was very | 
much mortified at being obliged to refuſe, becauſe my | 
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PEREGRINE:PICELE, 215 
never uſed before, put on a robe with a large hoop, and 
went to the Thuiller ies, full of ſpirits and joy; for at 
that time every thing conſpired to make me happy ; 
I had health, youth and beauty, love, vanity and af- 
fluence, and found myſelf ſurrounded with diverſions, 
which were gay, new and agreeable, My appearance 
drew upon me the eyes of the whole company, who 


\ conſidered me as a ftranger, but not a foreigner, ſo 


compleatly was I equipped in the faſhion of the French : 
and when they underſtood who I was, they applauded 


my perſon with the moſt laviſh encomiums, according 
to their known politeneſs. = | 
After having made a circuit round all the publick 

places of entertainment in Paris, I was introduced into 
company by an Engliſh family refiding in that city; 


and, among others, became acquainted with a French 


lady, whoſe charms were remarkably attractive. The duke 
of K—— was her admirer ; but the lived in reputation 


with her mother and an agreeable ſiſter, whoſe lover 


- 7 
o 


dam De la T- „I often made parties of pleaſure. 
The duke, Mr. S—, ſhe and I, uſed to meet in the 
Bois de Boulogne, which is a pleaſant wocd at a ſmall 


was the prince of C——, (for almoſt every lady in 


France has her Aman?.,) . 
With this charming woman, whoſe name was Ma- 


: diſtance from Paris, whither the company repairs, in 
the ſummer ſeaſon, for the benefit of the air; and af- 
ter having amuſed ourſelves among the groves, em- 
barked in his grace's equvipage, which was extremely 
elegant, being a calaſh drawn by tix fine long-tailed 
greys, adorned with ribbands in the French taſte; and 
thus we were conducted to a little inchanted, or at leaſt 
inchanting palace, poſſetled by the duke, ut one end of 
the town. The lower apartment appropriated to me, 
was furniſhed with yellow and ſilver, the bed furround- 
ed with looking-glaſſes, and the door opened into the 
garden, laid out in a cradle-walk, and intervening par- 
terres of roſes and other flowers. Above ſtairs my 
female companion lodged, in a chamber furniſhed with 


1 I had chintz. We ſupped all together in the ſaloon, which, 
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216 THE ADVENTURES OF 
though ſmall, was perfectly elegant. The company 
was always good-humoured, the converſation ſprightly 
and joyous, and the ſcene, though often repeated, ſtil! 
_ delightful and entertaining. 


At other times, Mr. S and I uſed to paſs our even. 


ings at the palace of the prince of C 
highneſs lent us for our accommodation. The apart- 
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ments opened into the gardens of the Luxembourg, and 
were, in point of magnificence, ſuitable to the owner, 
Thither I uſed to repair in a flaming equipage, on pre- 
tence of viſiting, and ſpent the Deſt part of the night 
with him, who was dearer to me than all the princes in . 


the world. 


| While I was happily engaged in theſe raviſhing par- © 6 
ties, my little lord was employed in efforts to recover 
his health by reſtoratives, and I know not what; for | 


he ſtill lamented the enfeebling effects of his paſſion, 
and complained, that he loved me more like an angel 
than a woman, taough he ſtrove to govern his affection 
according to the doctrines of the Chriſtian religion, as 
he regulated his life by the maxims of Charles the 
twelfth of Sweden. The meaning of this declaration 
I could never learn; and indeed, I have been often 


| tempted to believe he had no meaning at all. 


Be that as it will, I found my ſize viſibly increaſing, | 
and my ſituation extremely uneaſy, on account of the 
_ perpetual wrangling which prevailed betwixt us, in|. 


conſequence of his deſiring to ſleep with me again, 


after we had parted beds for the ſecond time: and, | 
that I might be no longer expoſed to ſuch diſagreeable 
perſecution, 1 relolved to leave him, though at the ha-| 


zard of my life. 


; 


Thus determined, I went to the Britiſh embaſſado} 

in. a hackney coach; and, in order to diſguiſe ] 
youth, which might have prepoſſeſſed him againſt myþ * 
judgment, muffled myſelf up in a black hood, which! 
(as he ſaid) inſtead of lending an air of gravity to nf 
_ countenance, added a wildneſs to my looks, which va 
far from being diſagreeable. He had been a gallant! 


man in his youth, and even then, though well ficicken 
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through an unknown country, without any other at- 
tendant than the poſtilion, being ſubjected to this in- 
ation convenience by the laws of France, which are ſo ſevere 
often | 11 
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zne warm, and travelled in an open chaiſe. 
ee palied through dieary woods, quite remote from 
the hahitations of men, I was not without apprehen= 
ſions of being ftripped and murdered by the poſtilion; 
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in years, was not inſenſihle to the power of beauty. 


This diſpoſition, perhaps, rendered him more favour- 


able to my cauſe, though he at firſt adviſed me to re- 
turn to my huſband ; but finding me obſtinate, he un- 
dertook to ſerve me in my own way, and procure a pro- 
tection from the French king, by virtue of which, I 
could live at Faris unmoleſted by my lord. Neverthe- 
leſs, he adviſed me (if I was determined to leave him) 
to make the beſt of my way to England, and ſue for a 
divorce, 


I reliſhed his opinion, and. concealed myſelf about 


three days in Paris, during which I borrowed ſome 
linen ; for, as it was impoſſible to convey any thing 
out of my own houſe without ſuſpicien, I had nei- 
ther cloaths for my accommadation, nor a ſervant to 
wait on me. | 

Ii this ſolitary condition I took the road to Flanders, 
after I had put my lord upon a wrong ſcent, by writ- 
ing a letter to him, dated at Calais, and travelled 


in ſome particulars, that if any perſon had been ap- 
prehended with me, he would have ſuffered death, for 


I prgceeded night and day without intermiſſion, that 


I might the ſooner reach Flanders, where I knew 1 
| mould be ſafe: and as the nights were exceſſively cold, 
21 was fain to lap myſelf up in a flannel, which I 


bought for the purpoſe, as I had no cloaths to keep 


Aud, in all probability, owed my ſafety to the indigence 
dt my appearance, which might alſo protect me in 
Mo miſerable places where I was obliged to lie, before 
got out of the territories of Francs: for, as I could 
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going off with a man's wife; though any man might 
80 to bed with the fame woman, without fear of in- 


18, in | © eurring any legal puniſhment. 


While 


* 


W 


1 

Wo 

: J 

on 

. | 

4 1 

1 

I 

1 
1. 


: ” 
: 
ö 
5 
1 
Mt 
1 1 
11 
x 
1999 
: 
mart . 
th 
uy 
i 
: 
: 
f 
+ 
5 
1 
. 
4 
i} 


— — ” — 


— — AAAS. A moan OS 


pa — — — — 52 2 es. —— , eee tp eager rtadt — — tes emma 


© (x99 — 6 
- a 


— 


A nee, 2 —— — 
N — 
— — 


— 


— — —— — — — 


—— — 


— mp9, 2 RAI: 


— 
— 


— — = 


218 THE ADVENTURES OF. 
not reach the great towns where I intended to lodge, 
I was under the neceſſity of putting up at little wretch- 
ed hovels, where no proviſion was to be had, but four 
brown bread and ſourer cheeſe; and every thing ſeem- 
ed to denote the dens of deſpair and aſſaſſination. 

I made ſhift, however, to ſubſiſt on this fare, un- 
comfortable as it was, confided in the meanneſs of my 
equipage for the ſecurity of my perſon ; ; and at length 
arriving at Bruſſels, fixed my quarters in the Hotel de 
Flandre (ſo well known to the Engliſh ſince) Where I 
thought myſelf extremely happy in the eee 
of my flight. 

I had not been full two days in this Place, when I 

was bleſſed with the fight of my lover, who followed 
me on the wings of. love, in purſuance of the plan we 
had projected before my departure from Faris. Here 
we concerted meaſures for proceeding to England, 1 
hired a tall fine Liegeoiſe for a mai: d; : and ſett! ng out 
for Oſtend, we embarked in a veſlel, in which Mr. 
8 — had beſpoke our paſſage. Our voyage was 
ſhort and proſperous, and the time moſt agreeably ſpent 
in the company of my dear partner, who was a moſt 
engaging man in all reſpects, as 1 dare - ay my lady 
0 has ſince found him. 
Il aſſumed a fictitidus name, took private lodgings 
in Poland- ſtreet, retained lawyers, and commenced a 
ſuit for ſeparation againſt my lord. I communicated 
the reaſons of my eiopement to my father, who Was 
ſhocked and ſurprized at my conduct, which he con- 
demned with expreſſions of forrow ad reſentinent. 
But the ſtep was taken; nor did I repent of what I had 
done, except on his Iccount, 

In the morning after my arrival at London, I w aited 
upon the lord chief juſtice, to whom J complaimed ot 
the uſage I had received from my lord, whoſe temper 
was teazing, tireſome, and intolerably e 
Indeed, his bchaviorr was a ſtrange compound of mad- 
neſs and folly, ſeaſoned with a ſmall proportion of 


ſenſe : no wonder then that I who am hot and hafte, 


ſhould be wretched, under che perſecution of eh 2 
perveite 


perverſe humouriſt, who uſed to terrify me, and ſcold 


while he tormented me with his difagreeable expoſtu- 
lations. I have been often frightened almoſt out of 
my ſenſes, at ſeeing him convulſed by the moſt unrea- 


ſonable paſſion; and chagrined to the higheſt degree of 


diſguſt, to find (by repeated obſervation) his difpoſi- 
tion ſo prepoſterous, that his ſatisfaction and diiplea- 
ſure never depended upon the cauſe he had to be ſatis- 
ficd or diſobliged; but, on the contrary, when he had 
moſt reafon to be pleated, he was always diſcontented, 
and very often in a good humour, when he had reaſon 
enough for vexution. _ | 

While I hed in Poland-ſtreet, TI was engaged with 
lawyers, and fo often viſited by my father, that I could 
not dedicate my whole time, as uſual, to my lover; 
nor was it con enient that he ſhould be ſeen in my com- 
pany : he therefore took a ſmall houſe at Camberwell, 
wlicher I went as often as 1 had an opportunity; and 
maintained the correſpondence with ſuch eagernels and 
induſtry, that although I was ſix months gone with 
child, I have often, by mylelt, ſet out for his habita- 


tion, in a hackney coach, at eleven o'clock at night, 


and returned by fix in the morning, that I might be 
in my cn bed, When my father came to ſee me; for 
I cone led my amour, as weil as the ellects of it, 
fe 15 cnowiedge, and frequently took water from 
the brace, that wy motions might not be diicovered. 
Nething but the molt paſſionate love could hase ſup- 
ported my {pits under ſuch vicillitudes of fatigue, or 
enabled my admirer to ſpend whole days by himſelf, 
in luch 2 fclitary retirement. | | 
By this time, my loud was arrived in England, and 
employed in difcovering the place of mv retreat; ſo 
that I lived in continval alarm, and provided myſelf 
with a ſpezking trumpet, which ſtood by my bed fide, 
to he uled in caliing for aſſiſtance, in caſe my purſuer 
ſould make an attack upon my lodgings, | 
| e 2. This 
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at me the whole night without intermiſſion, and ſhake 
my pillow from time to time, that I might not ſleep, 
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220 THE ADVENTURES OP . 1 
This ſituation being extremely uncomfortable, I had: 7 
no ſooner begun my proceſs againſt him, than I put 
myſelf intirely under the protection of Mr. S———, 7 
who conducted me to the houſe of a friend of his wo 
lived in the country, where I was ſecure from the at- 
tempts of my huſband. DE oo Des 
The world had now given me up, and I had re- 
nounced the world with the moſt perfect reſignation. 
I weighed in my own breaſt what I ſhould loſe in point 
of character, with what I ſuffered in my peace at home, 
and found, that my reputation was not 10 be preſerved, 
except at the expence of my quiet, (for his lordſhip 
Vas not diſpoſed to make me eaſy, had I been never fo 
diſcreet.) I theref:re determined to give up a few ce- 
remonial viſits, and empty profeſſions, for the more 
ſubſtantial enjoyments of life. | 5 
We paſſed our time very agreeably, in various 
amuſements, with this friend of Mr. S——, until the 
term of my reckoning was almoſt expired, then return- 
ed to London, and took lodgings in Southampton- 
ſtreet, where I began to make preparations for the ap- 
proaching occahon. Here I propoſed to live with the 
utmoſt circumſpection. I diſguiſed my name, faw no- F 
WI body but my lawyer and lover, and never approached _ 
|| the window, left I ſhould be diſcovered by accident. 
Notwithſtanding theſe precautions, my French maid, 
whom I had ſent for ſome of my cloaths, was dogged in 
her return, and next morning my lord took my lodg- 
ing by ſtorm. Had he given the aſſault in his own per- 
fon only, I make no doubt but he would have ſuffered |: 
a repulſe, from the oppoſition of the Liegeoiſe, who 
made all the reſiſtance in her power, but was obliged to 
give way to ſuperior numder. 1 
J was at that time in bed, and hearing an unuſual 
noiſe below, rung my bell, in order to know the cauſe 
of ſuch diſturbance. I drew my curtain at the ſame 
time, and who ſhould I ſee. entering my chamber but 
his lordſhip, attended by a conſtable, and the footman 
who had diſcovered my retreat! | E 
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= Such an unexpected viſit could not fail to affect me 
with ſurprize and conſternation : however, I ſummoned 
all my fortitude to my aid, and perceiving the fellows 
ere about to open my window-ſhutters, deſired their 
© principal to order them down ſtairs. He readily com- 
> lied with my requeſt, and fitting down by my bed- 
> fide, told me with an air of triumph, that he had found 
me at laſt; and I frankly owned, that I was mou 
forry for his ſucceſs. Inſtead of upbraiding me wit 

my eſcape, he proceeded to entertain me with all the 
news in town, and gave me a minute detail of every 
ting which had happened to him ſince our parting.; 
among other articles of intelligence, giving me to un- 
| dee ſtand, that he had challeng: © Mr. S——, who re- 
luſedd to fight him, and was in diſgrace with the Prince 
of W on that account. 
— But here his lordſhip did not ſtrictly adhere to the na- 
« | ked truth: he had indeed, before our departure for the 
©  eountry, gone to my lover, and inſiſted upon having 
„ ſatisfaction in Hyde-park, two days from the date of 
bis demand, and at three o'clock in the afternoon; 
„ 8 beheving him in earneſt, accepted the invita- 
A tion; though he obſerved that theſe affairs could not 
o be diſcuſſed too ſoon, and wiſhed the time of meeting 

e& © Might be at an earlier hour. But his lordſhip did not 
cChooſe to alter the circumſtances of his firſt propoſal ; 

1 and when he went away, ſaid he ſhould expect him at 
Iin the appointed time and place, if it did not rain. | 
g- His antagoniſt gave me an account of the converſa- 
7 3 tion, when I aſſured him the whole buſineſs would end 
red | mi ſmoke. Accordingly my lord ſent him a letter on 
ho Monday, defiring that the aſſignation might be deferred 


do Ul Thurſday, that he might have time to ſettle his 
Acl,̃ffairs, and pay 8 an hundred pounds, which he 
aul had formerly borrowed of him. When Thurſday 
| 2 


cauſe came, he was favoured with another epiſtle, import- 
fme | ing, that the challenger had changed his mind, and 
r but Would ſeek ſatisfaction at law. Thus ended that he- 
tman_ | Toic exploit, which his lordſhip now boaſted of with 
uch arrogant miſrepreſentation. 2 
Such WS Wdilſt 
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222 THE ADVENTURES OP 
Whilſt he regaled me with theſe intereſting particu- 
Jars, I was contriving a ſcheme to fruſtrate the diſco- 
very he had made: fo that I did not contradi& his aſ- 
ſertions, but told him, that if he would go down ſtairs, 
T would riſe and come to breakfaſt. He conſented to 
this propoſal with great chearfulneſs; and I own, I 
was not a little ſurprized to find him, at this ſirſt in- 
terview, in as good a humour, as if nothing had hap- 
pened to interrupt the felicity of our matrimonial union. 
It coſt me ſome invention to conceal my condition 
from his notice, being now within a week of the ex- 
pected criſis : but I knew I had to do with a man of 
no great penetration, and ſucceeded in my attempt ac- 
cordingly. We bre's taſted with great harmony, and 
J invited him to dinner, after having prevailed upon 
him to ſend away his myrmidons, whom, nevertheleſs, 
he ordered to return at eleven o'clock at night, We 
converſed together with great gaiety and mirth. When 
J rallied him for viſiting me in ſuch a diſhabille, he 


ſtood a tiptoe to view himſelf in the glaſs; and owning 


J was in the right, ſaid he would $0 and dreſs himſelf 


before dinner. 


He accordingly went away, charging my maid to 
give him entrance at his return; and he was no ſooner 
gone than I wrote to Mr. S-———, giving him an ac- 
count of what had happened. Then, without having 


determined upon any certain plan, I huddled on my 
cloaths, muffled myſelf up, and calling a chair, went | 


to the next tavern, where I ſtayed no longer than wa 
ſuflieient to change my vehicle; and, to "the atoniſh: 
ment of the drawers, who could not conceive the 
meaning of my perturbation, proceeded to a ſhop in 
the neighbourhood, where I diſmifled my ſecond chair 
and procured an hackney coach, in which I repaired to 
the lodgings of my lawyer, whom I could truſt. 
Having made him acquainted with the circumſtances of 
my ditt. eſs, and conſulted him about a proper place of 
retreat, after ſome recolle&ion he direted me to a lit- 
cle houſe } in a court, to mm by the aſſiſtance of my 
lover, 


F 


"7p S 


the ſtreet till three o'clock in the morning, diſcharged 


in effecting this retreat, produced ſuch a diforder in 
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lover, my woman and cloaths were ſafely conveyed that 
ſame evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according to 
invitation, and did not ſeem at all ajarm:d when my 
maid told him T was g ne, but ſtepped to my lawyer, 
to know if he thought I ſhould return. Upon his an- 
ſwering in the affiry mative, and adviſing his lordſhip to 
&0 back in the mean ti me, and eat the dinner 1 had pro- 
vided, he very deliberately took his advice, made a 
very hearty meal, drank his bottle of wine, and as I 
did not return, according to his expectation, witi;drew, 
in order to conſult his aſſ\ciates. | 

This motion of his farniſhed my woman with an 
opportunity of making her retreat, and when he re- 
turned at night, the coaſt was clear, and he found no- 
body in the houſe but a porter, who had been left to 
take care of the furniture. He was fo enraged at this 
diſappointment, that he made a furious noiſe, which 
raiſed the whole neighbourhood, reinforced. his crew | 
with the authority of a juſtice of the peace, tarried in 


a lodging he had hired at a harber's hop, * oppoſite to 
the houſe from which I had eſcaped, and retired with 
the comfortable reflection of having done every thing 
which man could do to retrieve me. 

The hurry of ſpirits, and ſurprize I had undergone 


ray conſtitution, that I began to fear I ſhould be de- 
lirered before I could be provided with neceſſaries for 
the occaſion. I ſignified my apprehenſion to Mr. 
S——, who with infinite care and concern en- deavoured 
to find a more convenient place; and after all his inqui- 
ries, was obliged to fix upon a paultry apartment in 
the city, though his tenderneſs was *xtremely ſhocked 
at the neceſſity of chooſing it. However, there was 
no remedy, nor time to be lot : to this miſerable habi- 
tation TI was carried in a hackney coach; and though 
extremely ill, bore my fate with ſpirit and reſignation, 
in teſtimony of my fincere and indelible attachment to 
my lover, for whok eaſe and pleaſure I could have 

"NF < ſuffered 
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Immediately after I had taken poſſeſſion of my 
wretched apartment, I was conſtrained by my indiſ- 
| Poſition to go to bed, and ſend for neceſſary help; and 
in a few hours a living pledge of. my love and indiſ- 
_ cretion ſaw the light, though the terrors and fatigue I 
had undergone had affected this little innocent ſo ſe- 
7 that it ſcarce had diſcovered any viſible ſigns of 
ife. . 
My grief at this misfortune was inexpreſſible: I 
Forthwith diſpatched a meſſage to the dear anxious fa- 
ther, who flew to my arms, and ſhared my ſorrow, 
with all the gentleneſs of love and parental fondneſs; 
yet our fears were (for that time) happily diſappoint- 
ed by the recovery of our infant daughter, who was 
committed to the charge of a nurſe in the neighbour- 
hood; ſo that I could every day be ſatisfied in my in- 
quiries about her healti. Thus I continued a whole 
| . in a ſtate of happineſs and tranquillity, being 
bleſſed with the converſation and tender offices of my 
admirer, whoſe love and attention I wholly ingroſſed. 
In a word, he gave up all buſineſs and amuſements, 
and concentered all his care and aſſiduity in miniſtring 
to my eaſe and fatisfaftion. And ſure I had no cauſe 
to regret what I had ſuffered on his account. | | 

But this my agreeable tuation was one day diſturb- 
ed by a moſt alarming accident, by which my life was 
drawn into imminent danger. The room under my 
bed-chamber took fire; I immediately ſmelled it, and 
ſaw the people about me in the utmoſt perpiexity and 
conſternation, thuugh they would not own the true 


cauſe of their contuhon, let my health ſhould ſuffer 


in the fright, Nevertheleſs J was ſo calm in my in- 
quiries, that they ventured to tell me my ſuſpicion was 
but too juſt : upon which I gave ſuch directions as ! 
thought would ſecure me from catching cold, in cat? 
there ſhould be a neceſiity for removing me; but the 
fire being happily extinguiſhed, I efcaped that ceremo- 
ny, which might have coſt me my life, Indeed it was 

N | | © uh ſurpriſing 


mo- 
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curioſity. Being unſucceſsful in all his attempts, he 
entered into a treaty with one Sir R—— 11——, a per- 


. ͤ K ˙¹·w 8 
. 145 — 


maid in the public papers, offeriug one hundred pounds 
Ads a reward to any perſon who ſhould diſcloſe the place 
bol our retirement. | 


Again involved in perplexity ; and being afraid of ſtay- 
ing in town, reſolved, with the concurrence of my 
lover, to accept of an invitation I had received from 
the duke of K , who had by this time arrived in 
England, with that lady whom I have already menti- 
zoned, as one of our parties at Paris, Having viſited 
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ſurpriſing, that the agitation of my ſpirits did not pro- 
duce ſome fatal effect upon my conſtitution ; and I look- 
ed upon my deliverance as the protection of a particu- 
lar providence. RT 8 | 

Though I eſcaped the hazard of a ſudden removal, 
I found it was high time to change my lodgings, be- 
cauſe the neighbours ruſhing into the houſe, upon the 
alarm of fire, had diſcovered my fituation, though 
they were ignorant of my name; and J did not think 
myſelf ſafe, in being the ſubje& of their conjectures, 
Mr. S—— therefore procured another apartment, with 
better accommodation, to which I was carried, as foon 
as my health would admit of my removal ; and ſoon 
after my lord wrote to me, by the hands of my law. 
yer, earneſtly intreating me to drop my proſecution, 
and come home, but I would not comply with his 
requeſt; and nothing was farther from my intention 
than the deſire of receiving any favours at his hands. 

Thus repulſed, he ſet on foot a moſt accurate ſearch 
for my perſon, in the courſe of which he is faid to 
have detected ſeveral ladies and young girls, who bad 
reaſons for keeping themſelves concealed ! and had like 
to have been very feverely handled for his impertinent 


_ 
— — os Cs —. 
r 


— 


IE 


* SIT 
. E — 
— — 


CFT 
— — 


ſon of a very indifferent character, who undertook to 
turmth him with an infallible expedient to diſcover 
the place of my abode, if he would gratify him with 
a bond for a thouſand pounds; which being executed 
accordingly, this worthy knight advertiſed me and my 
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As ſoon as the paper fell into my hands, I was 


226 THE ADVENTURES OF 
my little infant, I next day ſet out for the duke's 
country-ſeat, which is a molt elegaut chateau, and 
ſtands i in a charming ſituation; Mr. . S——— followed 
in a few days; we met with a very cordial reception; 
| his grace was civil and good-natured, lived nobly and 
loved pleaſure ; Madam la T | was formed to 
pleaſe : there was always a great deal of good compa- 
ny in the houſe; ſo that we paſſed our time agreeably 
in playing at billiards and cards, hunting, walking, 
reading and converſation. 

But my terms of happineſs were generally of ſhort 
duration. In the midſt of this felicity I was overtaken 
by a moſt ſevere affliction, in the death of my dear 
hapleſs infant, who had ingrofled a greater ſhare of my 
tenderneſs than perhaps I even ſhould have paid to the 
offspring of a legitimate contract, becauſe the circum - 
ſtance of her birth would have been an unſurmountable 
misfortune to her through the whole courſe of her life, 
and rendered her ablolutely dependent on my love and 
protection. 

While I ſtill lamented the untimely fate of this fait 
bloſſom, lord — came down, and demanded me 
as his wife; but the fuit which I then maintained 
againſt him deprived him, for the preſent, of an hul- 
band's right; and therefore the duke would not deli- 
ver me into his hands. 

In fix months he repeated his viſit and demand; and 
an agreement was patched up, in conſequence of which 
I conſented to live in the ſame houſe with him, on con- 
dition that he ſhould never deſire to ſleep with me, or 

take any other meaſure to diſturb my peace; otherwit: 
I ſhould be at libei ty to leave him again, and intitled to 
the provition of a ſeparate maintenance. To theſe 
articles I aſſented, by the advice of my lawyers, with 1 
view of obtaining the payment of my pin-money, which 
I had never received ſince our parting, but ſublifted o. 
the fale of my jewels, which were very conſiderable, 
and had been preſented to me with full power of ali-- 
nation. As to FN: lover, he had no fortune to ſup. 
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tious of augmenting his expence. | 


the ſorrow that my conduct had intailed upon my dear 


UYppolition that my commerce with Mr, 8 — was 
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port me; and for that reaſon I was ſcrupulouſly cau- 


We had now enjoyed each other's company for three 
years, during which our mutual paſſion had ſuffered no 
abatement, nor had my happineſs been mixed with any 
conſiderable allay, except that late itroke of providence 
which I have already mentioned, and the reflection of 


father, whom I loved beyond expreſſion, and whom 
nothing could have compelled me to diſoblige but a 
more powerful flame, that prevailed over every other 
conſideration. As I was now forced to break off this 
inchanting correſpondence, it is not to be doubted that i 
our parting coſt us the molt acute ſenſations of grief (18 
and diſappointment. However there was no remedy : 4 
I tore myſelf from his arms, took my leave of the fa- 
mily, after having acknowledged my obligations to 
the duke, and ſet out for the place of rendezyous, 
where I was met by my lord, attended by a ſteward 
whom he had lately engaged, and who was one chief 
cauſe of our future ſeparations. My lord having quit- 
ted his houſe in town, conducted me to his lodgings in 
Pail-Mall, and inſiſted upon ſleeping with me the firſt 
night; but I refuſed to gratify his deſire on the autho- 
rity of our agreement. . 
This diſpute produced a quarrel, in conſequence of 
which I atteinptcd to lea: e the houſe. He endeavour- 
ing to prevent my retieat, I fairly locked him in, ran 
down ſtairs, and calling a hackney coach, made the 
belt of my way into the city, to my father's lodgings, 
where I lay, the family being in town, though he 
himſelf was in the country. I wrote to him immedi- 
ately, and when he cazne to London, declared my in- 
teniion of ſeparating from my lord, in which, ſeeing 
me obitinate and determined, he at len th acquieſced, 
and a formal ſeparation accordingly enſued, which at 
that tine I thought binding and immutable. 
I was now ſheltered under the wings of an indulgent 
father, who had taken me into fa. our again, on the 
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228 THE ADVENTURES OP 
eely at an end. Nevertheleſs, though we had ſe- 
| 255 in all appearance, for ever, we had previoully 
do maintain our correſpondence in private in- 
cr views, which ſhould eſcape the notice of the world, 
with which I was again obliged to keep ſome meaſures. 

ur parting at the duke of K 's houſe in the 
country was attended with all the genuine marks of 
tincere and reciprocal affection, and 1 lived in the ſweet 
Hope of ſeeing him again, in all the tranſport of his 
former paſſion, when my lawyer, who received my let- 
ters, brought me a billet one night, juſt as J had gone 
to bed. Seeing the ſuperſcription of S — -s hand- 
writing, I opened it with all the impatience of an ab- 
ſent lover; but how ſhall T deſcribe the aſtoniſhmen: 
and conſternation with which I was ſerzed, when I per- 
- uſed the contents! Inflead of the moit tender vows 
and proteſtations, this fatal epiftie began with, Madan, 
tbe beſt thing you can dois to return to your Fatier ; 
or ſome cold and killing expreſſion to that effect. 

Heaven and earth! what Cid I feel at this dire con- 
juncture! The light forſook my eyes, a cold ſwent be- 
dewed my limbs, "and L was overwhelmed with . A 
torrent of terre and ſurprize, that every body prefe 
believed I would have died under the violent agitation, 
They endeavoured to ſupport my ſpirits with repeate- 
draughts of ſtrong liquor, which kad no ſenſible effect 
upon my conſtitution, though for eight whole years I 
had drank nothing ſtronger than water; and 1 muſt 
have infallibly periſhed i in the firſt extacy of my grief, 
had it not made its way 1n a fit of tears and exclama- 
tion, in which I continued all night, to the amazement 
of the family, whom my condition had alarmed, and 
raiſed from their repoſe. My father was the only per- 
ſon who gueſſed the cauſe of my affliction; he ſaid he 
was ſure I had received ſome ill uſage in a letter cr 
meſſage from that raſcal 8 - (to he termed him in 


the bitterneſs of paſſion.) 


At mention of that name my agony redoubled to 
ſuch a degree, that all who were preſent wept at fight 


of my deplorable condition, My * lather x . 
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turn of my meſſenger, who brought me an anſwer 
couchied in the coldett terms of civilit which indiffe— 
- rence could dictate z acknowledging, however, that he 
| had nothing to lay to my charge, but that it was for 
the good of us both we ſhunld part. le ought to have 
reflected on that before, not after J had ficrificed m 


firmation of his inconſtancy and I wonder to this day 
bow I retained the uſe of reaſon, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances of horror and deipair! My grief laid aſide all 
decorum and reſtraint; I told my father that 8 = 


Was dying, and that ; would vilit him with all expedi 
3 tion. 


ſtrated the fatal conſequence of ſuch an unguarded ſep, | 
: reminded me of the difficulty with which he had pre- 
vailed upon my mother and uncle to forgive my former 
imprudence, obſerved that his intention was to carry 
me into the country next day, in order to effect a per- 
fect reconciliation ; but now I was on the brink of for- 
keiting all pretenſions to their regard, by committing 
Another fatal eee which could not poſſibly be re- 
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Hood of tears, and conjured me to tell him the cauſe of 
my diſquiet: upon which, rather than confeſs the 
truth, I amuſed his concern, by pretending that my 
lover was ill. The whole family having ſtayed by me 
till I was a little more compoſed, left me to the care of 
my maid, who put me into bed about ſix in the morn- 
ing; but I enjoyed no reſt : I revolved every circum- 
ſtance of my conduct, endeavouring to find out the 
cauſe of this fatal change in $S———'$ diſpoſition and 
as I could recollect nothing which could juitly give of- 
fence, concluded that ſorne malicious pertons had 
abuſed his ears with ſtories to my prejudice. 

With tbjs conjecture I got up, and ſent my lawyer 
to him with a letter, wherein I inſiſted upon ſeeing 
him, that T might have an opportunity of juſtifying 
myſelf in perſon; ; atalk which would be eaſily per- 
formed, as I had never offended but in loving too well. 
T waited with the moſt anxious impatience for the re— 
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trieved ; and that for his part, whatever pangs it might 
coſt him, he was reſolved to banith me from his fight 
for ever. 
While he uttered this declaration the tears trickled 
down his cheeks, and he ſeemed overwhelmed with the 
keeneſt ſorrow and mortification; ſo that it may be 
ealily conceived: what were the impreſſions of my grief, 
reinforced with the affliction of a father whom I dearly 
loved, and the conſciouſneſs of being the cauſe of all 
his diſquiet! I was ſtruck dumb with remorſe and woe ; ; 
and when I recovered the uſe of fpecch I told him how 
ſenſible I was of his great goodneſs and humanity, and 
owned how little I deſerved his favour and affection; ; 
that the ſenſt of my own unworthineſs was one cauſe 
of my preſent diſtraction ; for ſuch was the condition 
of my fate, that I muit either fee 8 or die. I 
ſaid, though I could not expect his forgiveneſs; I was 
ſurely worthy of his compaſſion ; that nothing but the 
molt irreſiſtible paſſion could have miiled me at firtt 
from my duty, or tempted me to incur the leaſt degree 
of his pieaſure; that the ſame fatal influence fill pre- 
vailed, and would, in all probability, continue to the 


grave Which was the only abode in which I _—_ tor 


eace. 

b While I expreſſed myſelf i in this manner, my dear 
good father wept with the moſt tender ſympathy, and 
ſaying I might do as 1 pleated, tor he had done with 
me, quitted | the room, leaving me to the cruel ſenſa- 
tions of my own heart, which almoſt burited with an- 
guiſh, upbraiding me with a fault which Ii could not 
help committing. 


I immediately hired a chariot and ſix, and would q , 
have ſet out by myſelf, had not my father's affection, | 
which all my errors could not efface, provided an at- | 


tendunt. He: faw me quite delirious and deſperate ; 


and therefore engaged a relation of my own to accom- | | 


pany and take care of me in this raſh expedition. 


During this journey, which laſted two days, I felt | 
no remiſſion of grief and anxiety, but underwent the | 
molt | * 
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violent, that if he did not iavour me with a viſit, I 
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moſt intolerable ſorrow and ſuſpenſe : at laſt we ar- 
rived at a little houſe called the Hut, on Saliſbury 
plain, where, in the moſt trantic agitation, I wrote a 
letter to 8 - --, deſcribing the miterable condition to 
which I was reduced by his unkindnels, and deſiring to 
ſee him, with the moſt earneſt ſolicitations. 

This billet J committed to the care of my atten- 
dant, and laid ſtrong injunf3ions upon him to tell Mr. 
8, my injuries were ſo great, and my deſpair fo 


would go to him, though at his litter” 8 houle, where he 
then was. 
He received my meffage with great coldneſs, and 
told my friend, that if I would vr turn te London with- 
out inſiſting upon the interview J demanded, he would 
in a little time foliow me to town, and every thing 
ſhould be amicably adjuited, Eut when the meffen- 
ger aſſured him, the «tr ws too much tranſported with 
rief, to hear ſuch a propoſol, he conſented to meet me 
in the middle of Sainbury-plun, that we might avoid 
all obſervation : and, though 1 was little able to walk, 
I ſet out on foot for the place of a/tignation, my com- 
prion following at a 88 diitance. 
When I faw bim leading bis horſe down the hill, 

I collected all my foititude, and advanced to him with 
all the ſpeed I could exert ;, but when I made an effort 
to peak, my tongue denied its ofhce; and fo lively 
was the expreſſion of unuttciable forrow in my coun— 
tenance, that his heart (hard as it was) melted: it ſight 
of my ſufferings, which he well knew proceeded 
from the ſincerity of my love. At length I re- 
covered the uſe of ſpeech, enough to tell bim, that T 
was come to take my leave; and when I would have 
proceeded, my voice failed me again : but after a con- 
liderable pauſe, I found means, with great ditcultys 
to let him know how lenkible 1 was of my own incapa- 
city to retricve his loſt affections; but that I was wil- 
ling (if pollible) to retain his eſteem, of which, could 
I be alured, I would en adeavour to compoſe myſelf; 
| | that 
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232 THE ADVENTURES OF 
that I was determined to leave the kingdom, becauſe 
I could not bear the fight of thoſe places where we had 
been ſo happy in our mutual love; and that, till my 
departure, I hoped he would viſit me ſometimes, that 


I might, by degrees, wean mylelf from his company; 


for, I ſhould not be able to ſurvive the ſhock of being 
deprived of him all at once. | | 

This addreſs may ſeem very humble to an unconcern- 
ed obſerver; but love will tame the proudeſt diſpoſition, 
as plainly appeared in my caſe; for I had naturally as 
much ſpirit, or more, than the generality of people 
have. Mr. S———- was ſo much confounded at the 
manner of my behaviour, that he ſcarce knew what 
anſwer to make; for (as he afterwards owned) he ex- 
pected to hear himſelf upbraided; but he was not proof 
againſt my tenderneſs. After ſome heſitation, he ſaid 


* 


he never meant to forſake me intirely, that his affection 


was ſtill uninipaired, and that he would follow me di- 
rectly to London. I impoſed upon myſelf, and be- 
lieved what he ſaid, becauſe I could not bear to think 
of parting with him ſor ever, and returned to town in 
a more tranquil ſtate of mind than that in which I had 
left my father, though my heart was far from being at 
eaſez my fears being ingenious enough to foreſee, that 


I ſhould never bs able to overcome his indifference. 


I took lodgings in Mount-ftreet, and my meid hav- 
ing diſpoſed of herſelf in marfiage, hired another, 
who ſupplied her place very much to my ſatisfaction ; 
ſhe was a good girl, had a particular attachment to we, 
and for many years, during which ſhe lived in my fer- 


vice, was indefatigably aſſiduous in contributing to my 


eaſe, or rather, in alleviating my affliction: for, tho 
S—— came up to town according to promiſe, and re- 


newed a ſort of correſpondence with me for the ſpace q 


five months, his complaiſance would extend no farthcr : 
and he gave me to underſtand, that he had determin-4 
to go abroad with Mr, V ., whom he accord- 
ingly accompanied in his envoyſhip to D————n. 

| under(tood the real cauſe of this expedition, which, 
notwithitandipg his oaths and proteſtations of OY 


4 
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love and regard, I conſtrued into a palpable mark of * 
Aaillike and diſreſpe& ; nor could the repeated aſſurances 1 
£ 1 I received from him in letters, mitigate the anguiſh and 1 


mortification that preyed upon my heart. I therefore 
gave up all hopes of recovering the happineſs I had 
> Joſt: I told him, on the eve of his departure, that he 
might exerciſe his gallantry a great while, before he 
would meet with my fellow, in point of ſincerity and 
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love; for I would rather have been a ſervant in his 1 
huouſe, with the privilege of ſeeing him, than the queen 1 
cf England, debarred of that pleaſure. | 1 
When he took his leave, and went down ſtairs, I Wo 
mrunk at every ſtep he made, as if a new wound had 1 
been inflicted upon me; and when I heard the door 1 
mut behind him, my heart died within me. (I had 1 
tte ſatisfaction to hear afterwards, he lamented the 1-00 if 
\ | Toſs of me prodigiouſly, and that he had never been fo br ja 
happy ſince.) I fat down to write a letter, in which wn 
I torgave his indifference, becauſe I knew the affections 19 i 
aue altogether involuntary, and wiſhed him all the hap- WA 120 
1 pineſs he deſerved. I then walked np and down the iy fl. 
room in the moſt reſtleſs anxiety, was put to bed by my |)" 108 
t | maid, roſe at fix, mounted my horſe, and rode forty | 1 1 
t miles, in order to fatigue myſelf, that I might, next 15 
I night, enjoy ſome repoſe. This exerciſe I daily under- 1 
- | went for months together; and when it did not anſwer 
„ | Wy purpoſe, I uſed to walk round Hyde-park in the 
evening, when the place was quite ſolitary, and unvi- 


e. ſited by any other human creature. 
In the courſe of this melancholy perambulation, I 


w þ pas one day accoſted by a very great man, who, after 
of | ie firſt ſalutation, aſked whether or not my intercourſe 


"7 With 8 was at an end; and if I had any allow» 
of znce from my huſband ? To the fir of theſe queſtions 
12 3 replied in the affirmative; and to the laſt anſwered, 
-4 þ that my lord did not allow me a great deal; indeed 1 
d- | Pight have truly faid, nothing at all: but I was too 
I Proud to own my indigence. He then expreſſed his 
ch, | Wonder, how one like me, who had been uſed to ſplen- 
od Þ For and affluence from my cradle, could make MAY | 
35 a | : Ive 
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live in my preſent narrow circumſtances ; and when 


I told him that T could make a very good fhift, 


ſo I had peace, he ſeemed to lament my ſituation, and | 
very kindly invited me to ſup with his wife, at his“ 
houſe. I accepted the invitation, without any appre- Þþ 


henſion of the conſequence z and when I went to the 
place, was introduced into an apar ment, magnificent- 
ly lighted up (I ſuppoſe) for my reception. | 


After I had ſtayed alone for ſome time in this myſ— 
terious ſituation, without ſeeing a living ſoul, my in. 


viter appeared, and faid, he hoped I would not take iti 


amiſs, that he and I were to ſup by ourſelves, as he 


had ſomething to ſay, which could not be ſo properly 1 
communicated before company or ſervants. 1 then, 


for the firſt time, perceived his drift, to my no ſmall 


ſurprize and indignation ; and with evident marks of Þ 


diſpleaſure told him, 1 was ſure he had nothing to pro- 
poſe that would be agreeable to my inclination, and 
that I would immediately leave the houſe. Upon 
which, he gave me to underſtand, that I could not pol- 
ſibly retire, becauſe he had ſent away my chair, and 
all his ſervants were diſpoſed to obey his orders 
Incenſed at this declaration, which I conſidered as 
an inſult, I anſwered with an air of reſolution, it was 
very well; I deſpiſed his contrivance, and was afraid 
of nobody. Seeing me thus alarmed, he aſſured me! 
had no reaſon to be afraid ; that he had loved me long, 
and could find no other opportunity of declaring his 
paſſion. He ſaid, the Q —— bad told him, that lord 
| had renewed his addrefſes to me; and as he un- 
derſtood from my own mouth, my correſpondence with 
8 was abſolutely broke off, he thought himſelf 
as well intitled as another to my regard. In conclu— 
ſion, he told me, that I might command his purſe, and 
that he had power enough to bring me into the world 
again with -c/af. To theſe advances I replied, that he 
was very much miſtaken in his opinion of my charac- 


ter, if he imagined I was to be won by any tempta: 


tions of fortune, and very frankly declared, that 1 
| | on or Wnt 2 | would 
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would rather give myſelf to a footman, than ſell my- 
ſelf to a prince. e 

Supper being ſerved, we ſat down together; but I 
would neither eat nor drink any thing, except a little 
bread and water, for I was an odd whimfical girl; and 
it came into my head, that he might perhaps have 
mixed ſomething in the victuals or wing, which would 
alter my way of thinking. In ſhert finding himſelf 
baffled in all his endeavours, he permitted me, about 
twelve o'clock, to depart in peace, and give up his ſuit, 


This uncomfortable life did IT lead for a whole twelve- 


H month, without feeling the leaſt abatement of my me- 
luancholy. Finding myſelf worn to a ſkeleton, IL re- 
ſumed my former reſolution of trying to profit by 


change of place, and actually went abroad with no 


| Other attendant but my woman, and the utmoſt indif- 
ference for life, My intention was to have gone to the 


South of France, where I thought I could have ſub- 
ſiſted on the little 1 had left, which amounted to five 


hundred pounds, until the iſſue of my law-ſuit, by 


+ which I hoped to obtain ſome proviſion from my lord; 


and without all doubt, my expectation would have 


been anſwered, had I put this my plan in execution : 


but being at Paris, from whence I purpoſed to ſet for- 


ward in a few days, I fent to M. K-— , who 


had been formerly intimate with my father, and ſhewn 


me many civilities during my firit reſidence in France. 


from it, as an uncomfortable determination. 


This gent.eman favoured me with a viſit, and when 
I made him acquainted with my ſcheme, diſſuaded me 


viſed me to ſtay at Paris, where, with good ceconomy, 


I could live as cheap as in any other place, and enjoy 


ed to recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, 
with whom I would live in a frugal and decent man- 
e | EE 3 


the converſation and countenance of my friends, among 
winch number he declared himſelf one of the moſt 
faithful. He aſſured me, that I ſhould be always wel- 
come to his table, and want for nothing. He promiſ- 


He ad- 
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_ paſſed my time very agreeably in ſeveral Engliſh, and : 


of place, in a great meaſure diſhpated theſe ideas, 


ſignation. 


prepoſſeſſed againſt them all, by ſuppoſing that they bu 


teſtation and diſdain; for, as I have already obſerved, þ 
and the molt reſpectful carriage; and though, by if 3 


falſe ſtep, I had, in my own opinion, forfeited my ti., 
tle to the one, I was reſolved to diſcourage the ad-“ 


_ pulſed, almoſt as ſoon as they preſented themſfelven 4h; 


ner; and obſerved that, as the woman was well known 
and eſteemed by all the Engliſh company in Paris, it ; 
would be the moſt reputable ſtep I could take, (con- 

dering my youth and ſituation) to lodge with a credit... 

able perſon, who could anſwer for my conduct. Thus? 
perſuaded, I very ſimply followed his advice; I fay} 
ſimply, becauſe notwithſtanding his repreſentations, II 
ſoon found my money melt away, without-any pro. | © 
ſpe& of a treſh ſupply. In lieu of this however, [ 


ſome French families, where, in a little time, I be. 
came quite intimate, ſaw a great deal of company, and 
was treated with the utmoſt politeneſs and regard; vet, | 
in the midſt of theſe pleaſures, many a melancholy nigh 
would riſe at the remembrance of my beloved 8 ot 7 
whom for ſeveral years I could not recolle& without 
emotion, but time, company, amuſements, and change 


and enabled me to bear my fate with patience and re- f 


On my laſt arrival at Paris, I was ſurrounded by a 


crowd of profeſſed admirers, who fighed and flatterd} 1 f 


in the uſual forms; but, beſides that my heart was not 
yet in a condition to contract new engagements, I wu. 


preſumed upon the knowledge of my indiſcretion with] 
8 ; and therefore rejected their addreſſes with de- 


J was not to be won, but by the appearance of ettecn E 


vances of any man who ſeemed deficient in the other. 
In this manner, my lovers were, one by one, te. 


and I preſerved the independance of my heart, until II! 
became acquainted with a certain peer, whom I oftenf 4 
ſaw at the houſe of Mrs. P-——, an Englith lad, 
then reſident at Paris. This young nobleman pro-] 51 
feſſed himiclt deeply enamoured of me, in oo of - 1 

| ; ifferent 7 


1 


_ from that of my other admirers, that I heard 


linations were ſtill free, could not find in my heart to 


„Larſcountenanee his addrefles, which were preferred 
th the moſt engaging modeſty, di lintereſtedneſs and 


ſpect. 

By theſe never-failing arts, be gradually conquered 
my indifference, and gained the preference in my ei- 
teem from lord C —y and the prince of C———, 
vho were at that time his rivals. Bu: what contribut- 
ed (more than any conſideration) to his ſucceſs, was 


eſitation, as toon as I could obtain a divorce from 
my preſent hutband, which, in all probability, might 
2 been eaſiſy procured ; for before I left England, 
ord 
would conſent to ſuch a mutual A . that he might 
de at liberty to eſpouſe one Miſs W — of Kent, 


but I was fool enough to refuſe his propoſal, by the 
advice of 8 —: and whether or not his lordſhip 
Fins ting it impracticable to wed his new miſtreſs, began 
do make love upon another footing, I know not; but 
Tertain it is, the mother forbad Yen the houſe, a cir- 


i: ealed to the world in a public advertiſement, begin- 
ing with, Mher cat, for jome time, I have paſf onate- 


b uth the motber”s Pr of ofels, they Have e me out 
& dcors; this 2s 120. Wm Ps: Kc. 


b i} This declaration, lien ed with his name, was, actu- 


ally, printed in a number of detached advertiſements, 
which he ordered to be diſtrib ted to the public! and 
aſterwards, being convinced by ſome of his friends, 


| hat he had done a very filly thing, he recalled them 
Bt half a guinea a piece. A copy bf one of them was 
"x 2 to me at Paris; and believe my father has now 


ne of the originals in his poſſe fon. After this wiſe 
| Findication of his conduct, he made an attempt to carry 
* the lady, from church, by force of arms; but ſhe 


= 
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bis proteſtations without diſguſt ; and though my in- 


| declaring opeviy, that he would marry me without 


had offered me five thouſand pounds, if E 


to whom he then made love upon honourable terms; 
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was reſcued by the neighbours, headed by her brother, 
who being an attorney, had like to nave made his lord. 


ſhip ſmart ſeverely for this exploit. 


Mean while, my new admirer had made ſome pro- 


greſs in my heart; aud my finances being exhault. 
ed, I was reduced to the alternative of returning to 


lord 


again, or accepting earl B— 's Jove, 


When my affairs were brought to that iſſue, I made! 
no heſitation in my choice, putting myſelf under the | 


protection of a man of honour, whom I eſteemed ra- 


ther than ſuffer every ſort of mortification, from a | 


perſon who was the object of my abhorrence and con- 


tempt. From a miſtaken pride, I choſe to live in lord! 1 
y's houſe, rather than be maintained at his ex-“ 
pence in any other place. We ſpent ſeveral months 


B 


agreeably in balls and other diverſions, viſited lord 


B — k, who lived at the diſtance of a few leagues | 
from Paris, and ftayed ſome days at his houſe, where | 
the entertainment was, in all reſpects delightf.], ele- 
gant, and refined. Their habitation was the rendez- 
vous of the beſt company in France; and lady B * 


maintained the ſame ſuperiority in her own ſex, for 
which her her lord is fo juſtly diſtinguiſhed among the 
men. FF N 5 | 
About Chriſtmas 'we ſet out for England accompa- 
nied by a little North Briton, who lived with lord 


B— as his companion, and did not at all approve of | 
our correſpondence z whether out of real friendthip 


for his patron, or appiehenſion that in time I might 


ſuperſede his own intivence with my lord, I ſhall net 


pretend to determine. Be that as it will, the froti was 


ſo ſevere, that we were detained ten days at Calais be- 


fore we could get out of the harbour; and during that Þ 


time, I reflected feriouſty on what my new lover hal 


propoſed ; as he was very young and unacquaintei 


with the world, I thought my ſtory might have eſcapal Þ: 
him; and therefore determined to give him a fauna! 
detail of the whole, that he might not have any thing 
to reproach me with in the ſequel : beſides, I did net 
think it honeſt to engage him to do more for me tha 


* 
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r, | 2 he might gy ens perhaps, think I was worth, 
1. , communicated to him every particular 
Jof my life; and the narration, far from altering his 
o- entiments, rather confirmed his good opinion, by exhi- 
- {biting an undoubted proof of my frankneſs and ſince- 
to rity. In ſhort, he behaved with ſuch generoſity, as 
mY made an abſolute conqueit of my heart: but my love 
de] was of a different kind from that which had formerly 
he reigned within my breaſt, being founded on the warm- 
a. | Feſt gratitude and eitcem, exclulive of any other conſi- 
a | deration, though his perſon was very agreeable, and his. 
n- | addreſs engaging. 
d] When we arrived in N I went directly to his 
country ſeat about twelve miles from London, where 
the Þ he ſoon joined me, and we lived tome time in per fect 
rd | retirement, his relations being greatly alarmed with the 
aes apprehenſion that lord ———- would bring an action 
ere | againſt him; though he himſelf deſired nothing more, 
le- and lived ſo eaſy under that expectation, that they ſoon 
ez: laid aſide their fears on his account. Jn, 
We were viſited by Mr. H B— 3 relation 
fir | of my lord, and one Mr. R of the guards, 
the! who, with the little Scotchman and my lover, made an 
agreeable ſet, among whom I enjoyed hunting, and all 
pa- manner of country diverſions. As to Mr. H— B-—, 
ord if ever there was perfection in one man, it centered in 
-0of him; or at leaſt, he of all the men I ever knew, ap- 
nip | Proached LR to that idea which I had concei ed of 
ivit | Þ® perfect character. He was both good and great, 
nct * an uncommon genius and th: beſt of hearts. 
wa; | Mr. R was a very ſociable man, had a good 
he. perſon and cultivated underſtanding : and my lord was 
that exceſſively good humoured; ſo that, with ſuch com- 
had panions, no place could be dull or inſipid: for my own 
ni Þ | By I conducted the family; and as I endeavoured to 
aped Þ Pleaſe and make every body happy. I had the good 
al | Jortune to ſucceed. Mr. B— told me that before 
bing] he law me, he heard I was a fool; but finding (as he 
i no. was pleaſed to ſay) that I had been egregiouſly miſre- 
| preſented, 
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preſented, he courted my friendſhip, and a correſpon. 
| | indeed, it was impoſ. | * 
ſible for any perſon to know him, without entertaining 


dence commenced between us : 


the utmoſt efteem and veneration for his virtue. 


After I had lived ſome time in this agreeable retreat, | 
my huſband began to make a buſtle ; he ſent a meſſage, 


demanding me from Lord B- 


-3 then came in per- 


ſon, with his night-cap in his pocket, intending to 4 
have ſtayed all night, had he been aſked, and attended 
by a relation, whom he aſſured that I was very fond 


of him, and detained by force from his arms. 


Finding himſelf diſappointed in his expectations, hel 
_ commenced a law-ſuit againſt lord B-—\, though not 


for a divorce, as we deſired, but with a view to 
reclaim me as his lawful wife. His lawyers, howe. 


ver, attempted to prove criminal converſation, in hops} 


of extorting money from my lover; but their endea-| 


vours were altogether fruitleſs F for no ſeryant of lord“ 


B's or mine, could with juſtice fay, we were ever 


the plaintiff was nonſuited. 


While this cauſe was de} 


ex preſſed fear and concern for the iſſue, while he him. 


ſeen to treſpaſs againſt modeſty and decorum; ſo that} 5 


— — 
* 


— 
— 2 


nding, all my lover's friend} | * 


ſelf behaved with the utmoſt reſolution, and gave me ie 


ſuch convincing proofs of a ſtrong and ſteady affectio 
as augmented my gratitude, 
of my love, which was 
ſincere. | | 


unblemiſhed, faithful aid 


and rivetted the tie 1 


Soon after this event, I was ſeized with a violent © 


4 * 
, 
23 


fit of ilInefs, in which 1 was viſited by my father au whi 


which he acquired a great ſhare of reputation: yi} 


notwithſtanding all his atliftance, I was confined tf þ 
my bed for ten weeks; during which, lord B—# 


attended by two phyſicians, one of whoin deſpaired df w 
my life, and took his leave accordingly ; but Dr. 8— Þ# 
who was the other, perſiſted in his attendance, and un} H 
all human appearance, ſaved my life; a circumſtance by} Þ 


grief was immoderate, his care and generoſity unJimi!-} Mini 


1 


ed. Whilſt I lay in this extremity, Mr. 8 


| | , Pe. r 
+ netrated by my melancholy conditien, which revive 2 


Ke. 1 
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his tenderneſs begged leave to be admitted to my pre- 
| 3 ſence z and lord B——— would have complied with 
dis requeſt, had I not been judged too weak to bear 
the ſhock of ſuch an interview. My conſtitution, how- 
„ever, agreeably diſappointed their fears; and the fever 
„ had no ſooner left me, than T was removed to a hunt- 
ing ſeat belonging to mv lover, from whence, after I 
o had recovered my ſtrength, we went to B-——--- Caſtle, 
d Where we kept open houſe; and while we remained at 
id} this place, lord B. — received a latter from lord —, 
dated in November, challenging him to fingle combat, 
he. in May, upon the © cutiers of France and Dlanders, 
ot} This defiance was ſent in conſequence of what had paſ- 
o Aedbetwixt them long before my indiipoſition, at a meet- 
„e: ing in a certain tavern, where they quarrelled, and in 
pe the fray my lover threw his antegoniſt under the table. 
ea I counſelled him to take no notice of this rhodomon- 
orl}- Fade, which J knew was void of all intention of per- 
year} Formance ; and he was wiſe enough to follow my ad- 
that Fice; reſolved however, ſnould the meſſage be repeat 
de, to take the challenger at his word. 5 
nd} Having reſided ſome time in this place, we return; 
im] ed to the other country houſe which he had left, 
- ms} Where lord B addicted himfelf ſo much to hunt 
tion Ig, and other male diverſions, that I began to think 
tics} he neglected me, and apprized him cf my ſuſpicion 
aud“ Wluring him, at the ſame time that I would leave him 
as ſoon as my opinion ſhould be confirmed. 


— 


olen] This declaration had no effect upon his behaviour, 
r ard Which became ſo remarkably cold, that even Mr. R—, 
ed di} Who lived with us, imagined that his affection was pal- 
. S—)}} Þably diminiſhed. When I went to town I was uſual- 
md in} I attended by his conſin, or this gentleman, or both, 
ice by} hut ſeldom favoured with his company; nay, when I 
: ya Wpaired to Bath, for the re-ftabliſhment of my health, 
ed to} he permitted rae to go alone; fo that I was quite perſuad- 
—— M of his indifference ; and yet, I was miſtaken in my 
limit} opinion: but I had been ſpoiled by the behaviour of 
—, pe, Wy firſt huſpand, and Mr. S——, who never quitted 
revivel! 7 | | i me 


242 THE ADVENTURES OP 


the calls of the moſt urgent buſineſs, rather than part 
from me, tho' but for a few hours. I thought every 
man who loved me truly, would act in the ſame man- 
ner ; and whether I am right or wrong in my conjec- 
tures, I leaye wiſer caſuiſts to judge. Certain it is, 


of an admirer's paſſion ; and Yoyez moi plus ſo dent, © 
oe me donnez rien, is one of my favourite maxims, 
A man may give money, becauſe he is profuſe ; he 
may be violently fond, becauſe he is of a ſanguine 
conſtitution ; but 1f he gives me his time, he gives me 
an unqueſtionable proof of my being in full poſſeſſion 

of his heart. | . | 
My appearance at Bath, without the company of 
lord B, occaſioned a general ſurprize, and 
encouraged the men to peſter me with addrefles ; 
every new admirer endeayouring to advance his ſuit, 
by demonſtrating the unkind and diſreſpectful behavioui 
of his lordſhip. Indeed this was the molt effectual 
ſtring they could touch+ my pride and reſentment were 
_ alarmed, and I was weak enough to liſten to one man, 
who had like to have inſinuated himſelf into my incli— 
nations. He was tall and large boned, with white 
hair, inclining to. what is called fandy, and had the 
reputation of being handfome, tho' I think he ſcarce 
deſerved that epithet. He poſſeſſed a large fortune, 


diſguſt, and, in a word, promiſed to deliberate with 
myſelf upon his p1 


my determination in writing. Res 


ſhire, whither I was followed by this pretender to my 
heart, who viſited us on the footing of an acquaintance; 
but when I reflected on what I had done, J condemne! 


me for the ſake of any amuſement, and often reſiſted 


ſuch ſacrifice and devotion is the moſt pleaſing prot 


loved miſchief, and ſtuck at nothing for the accom- | 
pliſhment of his deſigns; one of his chief p:;caſures, |: 
being that of ſetting any two lovers at variance, He | © 
employed his addreſs upon me with great aſſiduity, and | 
knew ſo well how to manage my reſentment, that! 
was pleaſed with his manner, heard his vows without | 


'opoſals, and give him an account of |. 


Thus reſolved, I went to lord B - g 1 Will 
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alarm my fears, from the conſi eration of the con- 


bim plainly that lord had no intention to riſque 
his perſon, tho' he endeavoured with all his might to 
. perſuade me, that his principle was deſperate and de- 
- termined. I kney my little huſband too well, to think 
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found means to poitpone my declaration; he admit- 


kinſman to the field, had he not thought he might be lia- 


* becauſe he himſelf was heir at law: for that reaſon, he 
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my own conduct, as indiſcreet, though nothing deci- 
five had paſſed between us, and began to hate him in 
proportion to the ſelf- conviction I felt; perceiving that I 
had involved myſelf in a difficulty from which I ſhould 
not be eaſily diſengaged, For the preſent, however, I 
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ted my excuſe, and I returned to London with lord 
B——, who was again ſummoned to the field by his 
former challenger. ; | 

H- dn, governor, counſellor, and ſteward to this 
little hero, came to lord B with a verbal meſſage, 
importing that his lordſhip had changed his mind ahout 
going to Flanders, but expected to meet him, on ſuch a 
day and hour, in the burying-ground near Red-lion- 
ſquare. Lord B — accepted the challenge, and gave 
me an account of what had paſſed: but he had been 
anticipated by the meſſenger, who had already tried to 


, A n - — 
— 0 > of EE ES r ST 1 3 
To —— 2 e — 
3 ya & — - — 
2 by rs —. — 
= —_ 1 ae IE : > 7 1 
——— = > — Fx l ms 
ER . A ay. — F oz — * 
= — 5 >. _ * ag. — 3 ed 4 CY . - — LE - 
> He {SIG — — r 8 rn Dn 


— 2 
— — — oe, 


ſequence, that I might take ſome meaſures to pre- 


vent their meeting. I perceived his drift, and told 


he would bring matters to any dangerous iſſue, and bo 
was apprehenſive of nothing but foul play, from the Jl 
villainy of H——n, with which I was equally well nl 
acquainted. Indeed I fignified my doubts on that 
ſcore to Mr. B „who would have attended his 


ble to cenſure, if any thing ſhould happen to lord B—, 


judiciouſly declined being perſonally concerned ; and 
we pitched upon the earl of A , his lordſhip's 
uncle, who willingly undertook the office. 

At the appointed time they went to the place of 
rendezvous, where they had not waited long when the 
challenger appeared in a new pink ſattin waiſtcoat, 

. P 2 whick 
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which he had put on for the occaſion, with his ſword 
under his arm, and his ſteward by him, leaving, in an 
hackney coach, at ſome diſtance, a ſurgeon whom he 
had provided for the care of his perſon. Thus equip- 
ped he advanced to his antagoniſt, and deſired him to 
chooſe his ground; upon which lord B——— told 
him, that if he muſt fall, it was not material which 
ave he ſhouid tumble over. 
Our little hero finding him fo jocoſe and determined, 
turned to lord A——-—, and defired to ſpeak with 
him, that he might diiburden his conſcience before they 
ſhould begin the work of death. They accordingly 
went aſide; and he gave him to underſtand, that his 
motive for fighting, was lord B ——'$ detaining 
his wife from him, by compulſion. The earl of 
A aſſured him, he was egregiouſly miſtaken in 
his conjecture ; that his nephew uſed no force or un. 
du? influence, to keep me in his houſe 3 but it could 
not be expected that he would turn me out of doors. 
This explanation was altogether ſatisfactory to lord 
, who ſaid he was far from being ſo unreaſonable 
as to expect lord B would commit ſuch a 
breach of hoſpitality ; and all he deſired was, that his 
wife ſhould be left to her own inclinations. Upon 
_ theſe articles peace was concluded, and they parted 
without bloodſhed. At leaſt theſe are the particulars 
of the ſtory, as they were related by lord A— 
with whom TI laugh'd heartily at the adventure; for! 
never doubted that the challenger would find for e ex- 
pedient to prevent the duel, though I wondered Low he 
muſtered up reſolution enough to carry it fo far. 
That ne might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we reſolved to go and en joy ourlelyes in 
France, whither I went by 1 myſelf, in hopes of being 
ſoon joined by my lover, who was obliged to ſtay ſors 
time longer in England, to ſettle his affairs. He was 
ſo much affected at our parting (though but for a few 
weeks) that he was almoſt diſtracted; and this at- 
fliction renewed my tenderneſs for him, becauſe it was 
an undoubted proof of his love. I wrote to him eve!y 
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| was ſcarce diſmiſſed, when I received another letter 
from lord B 
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on the road, if I would conſent to make him happy. 


me to avoid the ſight of his rival, ſhould he get the 


8 likely 0 he che c aſe, as lord — rode poſt, and the 
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poſt from France; and, as I had no ſecrets, deſired 
him to take care of all the letters that ſhould come to 
his houſe, directed to me, after my departure from 
England, | | | 55 | 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the exe- 
cution of which he chanced to open a letter from Sir 
T—— A——, with whom (as I have already ob- 
ſerved) I had ſome correſpondence at Bath. I had, 
according to my promiſe, given this gentleman a deci- 
five anſwer, importing, that I. was determined to re- 
main in my preſent ſituation; but as lord B was 
ignorant of my ſentiments in that particular, and per- 
ceived from the letter that ſomerhing extraordinary had 
paſſed between us, and that [ was earneſtly ſolicited to 
leave him, he was ſeized with the utmoſt conſternation 
and concern; and having previouſly obtained the king's 
leave to go abroad, ſet out that very night for France, 
leaving his affairs in the greateſt confuſion. | 

Sir T A—— hearing I was gone, without un- 
derſtanding the cauſe of my departure, took the ſame 
rou..,, and both arrived at Dover next day. They 
heard of each other's motions : each bribed the maſter 
of a packet-boat to tranſport him with expedition ; but 
that depending upon the wind, both reached Calais at 
the ſame time, though in different veſſels. Sir T-— 
ſent his valet de chambre, poſt, with a letter, intreat- 
ing me to accompany him into Italy, where he would 
make me mittreſs of his whole fortune, and to ſet out 
directly for that country, that he might not loſe me by 
the arrival of lord B , promiſing to join me 
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I ſent his meſſenger back with an anſwer, wherein I 
expreſſed ſurprize at his 3 after having ſigni- 
fied my reſolution to him before I left England. He 


„ beſeechins me to meet him at 
Clermont, upon the road from Calais; and conjuring 


ſtart of him in travelling. This, however, was not 


P 3 other 
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other was, by his corpulence, obliged to travel in a 
chaiſe ; yet, that I might not increaſe his anxiety, I 
left Paris immediately on the receipt of his me age, 
and met him at the appointed place, where he received 


me with all the agitation of joy and fear, and aſked if 


I éhad ever encouraged Sir 1I— A in his ad- 
dreſſes. I very candidly told him the whole tranſaction, 
at which he was incenſed ; but his indignation was ſoon 
appeaſed, when I profeſſed my penitence, and aſſured 
him, that I had totally rejected his rival. Not that I 
approve of my behaviour to Sir T--—-——, who (J 
own) was ill uſed in this affair; but ſurcly it was more 
excuſable to halt here, than to proceed farther in my 
diſcretion. 

My lover being ſatisfied with my 31 we 
went together to Paris, being attended by the Scotch- 


man whom I have already mentioned, though I beliere þ 


he was not over and above well plenſed to ſee matter; 
thus ainicably compromiſed. The furious knight fo! 


lowed us to the capital; inſiſted on ſecing mein pero 1 
told this North Briton, that I Was actually engaged to 
him; wrote every hour, and railed at my perfidiou- 


conduct. I took no notice of theſe delirious tranſports, 
which were allo diſregarded Dy lord B 
night he was exaſperate ed by the inſinuations of Mr, 


8 


— 


val. What paſſed betwixt them I know not, but h: 


ſent for me from the opera, by a phyſician of Pais,“ 
who was a fort of go-between among us all, and who 
told me, that if I did not come home on the inkant, þ © 


_ a duel would be fought on my account. 


I was very much ſhocked at this information; but 


by being uſed to alarms from the behaviour of lord 


lord B was, with his companion, whom I in- 
| medintely ordered to withdraw. I then gave his Jord-} 


ſhip to underſtand, that I was informed of what had I 
HR and thought myKlf f ſo much injured by a 7 
_ perſorÞ-3 


— tilt one Wee 


, who, I believe, inflamed his jealouſy, by | 
hinting a ſuſpicion that I was really in love with his r-| 


„I had acquired a pretty good ſhare of reſolu. 2 


| tion, and with great compoſure entered the room waere] 
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o prepare for his departure, during which, I would 
l not ſuffer him to be admitted into my preſence, made 


nion; aud [ have never ſeen him fince that time. 


| 


the family might be no detriment to lus fortune. 


- which, with the approbation of lord B 


4 ment with a ſtern countenance, and told me I had uſed 


4 him ill. 


3 | ha y in . 


» 
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perſon who had juſt quitted the apartment, that I 
/w6uld no longer live under the fame roof with him. 
Lord B raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 
with want of candour and affection, but I eaſily juſti- 
fied my own integrity, and gave him ſuch aſſurances : 
of my love, that his jealouſy ſubſided, and his ſpirits 
were recompoſed, Nevertheleſs I infifted upon his diſ- 
miſſing Mr. C-——, on pain of my leaving the 
houſe, as I could not help thinking he had uſed his 
endeavours to prejudice me in the opinion of my lord. 
If his conduct was the reſult of friendſhip for his pa- 
tron, he certainly acted the part of an honeſt and truſ- 
iy adherent. But I could not eaſily forgive him, be- 
cauſe a few weeks before, he had, by my interett, ob- 
| tained a conſiderable addition to bis allowance; and 
- gven after the ſteps he had taken to difoblige me, I 
was not fo much his enemy but that I prevailed upon 
lord B to double bis ſalary, that his leaving 
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His lordſhip having complied with my demand, this 
gentleman, after having ſtayed three days in the houſe, 


—— - — 

. U rr 
W L M oa n 
* (ang © wap 


£ 
r 
— — 


wi 
O vWF Sp? 
P a 


" +2 " . 
E 
« 2 ——— . 


—_— 
— . = en. 
. EMS. 7 195 tres c- ——— 
” Py 8 * 1x — pes 


> — 
. er dre. a art 
— 28 


— 
Sr 
2 
= 
— fg 
— — — — 
D 


his retreat with a fine young girl who was my compa- 


Sir T 


take a denial, 


ſtill continued furious, and would not 
except from my own mouth; upon 


„Iin- 
He entered the apart- 


1 


dulged him with an interview. 
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I pleaded guilty to the charge, and begg'd 
+ his pardon accordingly. I attempted to Teaſon the caſe 
with him, but he would hear no arguments except his 
own, and even tried to intimidate me with threats; 
Which provoked me to ſuch a degree, that I defied his 
vengeance. I told him that J feared nothing but the 
report of my own conſcience ;z that tho* I had aGted a 
Lewe part, he durſt not ſay there was any thing cri- 
minal in my conduet ; and that, from his preſent fran- 
tic aud unjuſt behaviour, I wont myſelf happy in 


248 THE ADVENTURES OF 
having eſcaped him. He ſwore I was the moſt inflex- 
ible of all creatures, aſked if nothing would move me? 
and when I anſwered, “Nothing, took his leave, and 
never afterwards perſecuted me with his addrefles ; tho 


at Paris. | 

upon my account, he was loved with the ſame violence 
with the ſame eagerneſs and expedition, Far from be- 
ing jealous of me as a rival, the uſed to come to my 
love, and laying herſelf on the floor at full length, be. 
fore the fire, weep and cry like a perſon bereft of her 
ſenſes. She bitterly complained, that he had never 


obliged her but once; and begg'd, with the moſt ear- 
neſt ſupplications, that I would give her an opportu- 


intention. | | 


la T-—-—., She was the ſuppoſed miſtreſs of the 


derſtanding, and loved pleaſure to exceſs, tho' ſhe 


which gave me uneafineſs on her account, actual 
practiſed all her eloquence and art, in perſuading me 


; pleaſe him at any rate. I was ſhocked at her indelicate 
to my preſent engagement, which I held as ſacred a 


or unnatural marriage. 


While he underwent all this frenzy and diſtraction | 


nity of ſeeing him at my houſe. But I thought pro- 
per to avoid her company, as ſoon as I perceived her? 


We continued at Paris for ſome time, during which“ 
I contracted an acquaintance with the fiſter of madam 


maintained her reputation on a reſpectable footing, by 
living with her huſband and mother. This lady per- 
ceiving that I had inſpired her lover with a paſſion, | 


to liſten to his love; for it was a maxim with her, to 


complaiſance, and rejected the propoſal, as repugnant] 


I have heard he was vain and falſe enough to boaſt of | 
favours, which, upon my honour, he never received, þ f. 
as he himſelf, at one time, owned to doctor Cantwell Þ © wi 


houſe, implore my good offices with the object of her 


Upon 
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of paſſion by a certain Scotch lady of quality, who, 
when he followed me to France, purſued him thither | 


prince of C, endowed with a great ſhare of un- t 


any nuptial tie, and much more binding than a forced} 
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Upon our return to England we lived in great har- 


mony and peace; and nothing was wanting to m 
bappineſs, but the one thing to me moſt needful; I 
mean the inchanting tenderneſs and delightful enthu- 
2 Gali of love. Lord B 
- 2 ſoft impreſſions ; and, for my own part, I loved him 
f with the moſt faithful affection. It is not enough to 


's heart (I believe) felt the 


ſay 1 wiſhed him well; I had the moſt delicate, the 
g moſt genuine eſteem for his virtue, I had an intimate 


regard and anxiety for his intereſt; and felt for him 


' 2 as if he had been my own ſon : but (till there was a va- 
cancy in my heart; there was not that tervour, that 


: tranſport, that extaſy of paſſion which I had formerly 
known; my boſom was not filled with the little deity ; 
-] could not help recalling to my remembrance the fond, 


the raviſhing moments I had paſſed with S— 


Had I underſtood the conditions of life, thoſe pleaſures 
were happily exchanged for my preſent ſituation, be- 


cauſe, if I was now deprived of thoſe rapturous enjoy- 
ments, I was alſo exempted from the cares and an- 


xiety that attended them; but I was generally extra- 
vagant in my notions of happineſs, and therefore con- 
ſtrued my preſent tranquillity into an infipid languor 


And ſtagnation of life. 
While I remained in this inactivity of ſentiment, 


lord „having received a very conſiderable addi- 
tion to his 1 ſent a meſſage to me, promiling, 
*that if I would leave lord B „ he would make me 


2 preſent of an houſe and furniture, where I ſhould live 


at my eaſe, without being expoled to his viſits, except 


when I ſhould be diſpoſed to receive them. This pro- 


poſal he made, in conſequence of what I had always 
declared, namely, that if he had not reduced me to the 
neceſſity of putting myſelf under the protection of ſome 


perſon or other, by depriving me of any other means 
| of ſubliſtence, I ſhould never have given the world the 


Jealt cauſe to ſcandalize my reputation; and that I 


would withdraw myſelf from my preſent dependance, 


As ſoon as he ſhonld enable me to live by myſeif, I 


F Vas therefore reſolved to be as good as my word, and 
2 | accepted 
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430 THE ADVENTURES oF | 
accepted his offer, on condition that I ſhould be wholly Þ 4 


at my own diſpoſal, and that he ſhould never enter my Þ of 


door but as a viſitant or common friend. | 4 
Theſe articles being ratified by his word and honour Þ 


(the value of which I did not then know) an houſ þ > 


was furniſhed according to my directions; and I fig. 
nified my intention to lord B 


, who conſented to! 


my removal, with this proviſo, that I ſhould continue! 
"to ſee him. I wrote alſo to his relation Mr. B—,þ hi 
Who, in his anſwer, obſerved, that it was too late to Þ 
-adviſe when I was actually determined. All my friends 


and acquaintance approved. of the ſcheme, tho? it wa; 


one of the moſt unjuſtifiable ſteps I had ever taken, 
being a real act of ingratitude to my benefactor; which] J. 
1 ſoon did, and always ſhall regret and condemn. 801 


in is the world qualified to judge of private af. N 
fairs! e 55 | f 
When the time of our parting drew near, lord B- 


became gloomy and diſcontented, and even intreatel Þ * 
me to poſtpone my reſolution; but I told him, that!! 
now every thing was prepared for my reception, IF 

could not retract without incurring the imputation of ( 
folly and extravagance. On the very day of my de-F 5 


parture Mr. B 


endeavoured, with all the argu-Þ | 


ments he could ſuggeſt, to diſſuade me from my pur.] 
poſe; and I made uſe of the ſame anſwer which had! 
ſatisfied his friend. Finding me determined upon re- Acc 
moving, he burſt out into a flood of tears, exclaiming, Þ 


« By G—d, if lord B 
was thunderſtruct: at this expreſſion ; for tho” I had 


can bear it, I can't.” [Þ # 


been told that Mr. B— was in love with me, II! 


gave no credit to the report, hecauſe he had never de- 


dlared his paſſion, and this was the firſt hint of it tha #di 
ever eſcaped him in my hearing. I was therefore b ! 


much amazed at the circumſtance of this abrupt ex- 


planation, that I could make no anſwer; but having © 


taken my leave, went away, ruminating on the unex-Þþ * 
petted declaration. 9 | 5 
Lord B (as I was informed) ſpoke not a wolf * 


da whole night, and took my leaving him fo much e 


bear 


4 PEREGRINE PICKLE 2327 
heart, that two years elapſed before he got the better 
ol his grief. This intelligence I afterwards received, 


—— — 
RR 


7 from his own mouth, and aſked his forgiveneſs for my. Mi 
vr unkind retreat, tho? I ſhall never be able to obtain my ll. 
iſe | own. As for M. B-——;, he was overwhelmed with i 
7. | Jorrow, and made ſuch efforts to ſuppreſs his concern, : 
| as had well nigh coſt him his life. Dr. S—— was 4M 
ue! called to him in the middle of the night, and found 1 
_ | him almoſt ſuffocated. He ſoon gueſſed the cauſe, 8 
to when he underitood that I had left the houſe: fo that 148 
1d; Þ I myſelf was the only perſon concerned who was ut- MW 
va terly ignorant of his affection; for I ſolemnly declare 9 
en, | he never gave me the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect it while I lh 
ich! lived with his relation, becauſe he had too much ho- 44 
$ | pour to entertain a thought of tu,-plan:ing his friend, * 
af. ] and too good an opinion of me to belicve he ſhould 1 

| have ſucceeded in the attempt. Tho' my love for lord 1 
3... B — was not ſo tender and intereſtiug as the paſſion 9 
ited | 1 had felt for 8—, my fidelity was inviolable, and 1 
thit I never harboured the moſt diſtant thought of any other Wu 
1, 1Þ perſon, till after I had reſolved to leave him, when " 
e (I own) I afforded ſome ſmall encouragement to the 


t ex: 
aving 
JNex* 


wort 
ich {0 


bea, 


| addrefſes of a new admirer, by telling him, that I 
.'Þ ould, in a little time, be my own miſtreſs, though I 
| Was not now at my own diſpoſal, Es | | 
I I enjoyed my new houle as a little paradiſe : it was 
accommodated with all torts of conveniencies; every 
"thing was new, and therefore pleaſing, and the whole 
29% we at my command. I had the company of a 


felation, a very good woman, with whom I lived in 
| the moſt amicable manner; was viſited by the beſt 
people in the town (I mean thoſe of the male ſex, the 

ladies having long ago forſaken me;) I frequented all 


 Teputable places of public entertainment, and had a 


* Concert at home once a week: ſo that my days rolled 


on in happineſs and quiet, till all my ſweets were im- 


bittered by the vexatious behaviour of my huſband, 


| Who began to importune me again to live with him; 
and by the e , anxiety of lord BR —, _ 
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(tho? I ſtill admitted his viſits) plainly perceived that | 
wanted to relinquiſh his correſpondence. This diſco- 
very railed ſuch tempeſts of jealouſy and deſpair within 
his breaſt, that he kept me in continual alarms : he 
ſent meſſages to me every hour, ſigned his letters with 


his own blood, raved like a man in an extaſy of mad- 


neſs, railed at my ingratitude, and praiſed my con- 
duct by turns. He offered to ſacrifice every thing for 


my love, to leave the kingdom forthwith, and live 


with me for ever in any part of the world where ! 


_ ſhould chooſe to reſide. | 


Theſe were generous and tempting propoſals ; but ! 


was beſet with counſellors who were not totally difin- 


tereſted, and who diſſuaded me from embracing the 
proffers of my lover, on pretence that lord ——— 
would be highly injured by my compliance. I liftened 
to their advice, and hardened my heart againſt lord 
B——'s forrow and folicitations. My behaviour on 
this occahon is altogether unaccountable; this was the 
only time that ever I was a ſlave to admonition. The 
condition of lord B-—— would have melted any heart 


but mine, and yet mine was one of the moſt ſenſible: 


he employed his couſin as an advocate with me, till 
that gentleman actually refuſed the office, telling him 


_ candidly, that his oyn inclinations were too much en- 


gaged, to permit him to perform the taſk with fidelity 
and truth. He accordingly reſolved to avoid my pre- 
ſence, until my lord and I ſhouid come to {ome final 
determination, which was greatly retarded by the per- 
feverance of his lordſhip, Who would not reſign his 
hopes even when I pretended that another man had en- 
gaged my heart, but ſaid, that in time my affection 
might return. Ho ' 
Our correſpondence, however, gradually wore off; 


upon which Mr. B——— renewed his viſits, and 
many agrecable and happy hours we paſſed together. 
Not that he, or any other perſon whom I now ſaw, 
ſucceeded tv the privilege of a fortunate lover: I knew 
he loved me to madneſs; but I would not gratify his 


paſſion any other way than by the moſt profound elteen 
5 | ard 


her, 
ſaw, 
new 

luis 
teem 


an 


now awoke, and were reinſpired by his appearance; ſo 
Vas the natural lord of my affection; and our former 


quence of this reconciliation, the raptures of which 
continued unimpaired for the ſpace of four months, 


| than before, repeated his promiſe of marriage, it we 
mould ever have it in our power; aſſured me he had 


a notion of my 
have loved as I 


; | dreaded what might happen; and the remembrance 


PEREGRINE PICK LE. 263 
and veneration for his virtues, which were altoge 
amiable and ſublime; and I would here draw his chas 
raſter minutely, but it would take up too much tme 
to ſet forth his merits ; the only man living of my ac- 
quaintance who reſembles him is lord F of 
whom I ſhall ſpeak in the ſequel. g 
About this time, I underwent a very intereſting 
change in the ſituation of my heart; I had ſent a meſ- 
ſage to my old lover 8 , deſiring he would allow 1 
my picture, wich was in his poſſeſſion, to be copied - = 
and he now tranſmitted it to me by my lawyer, whom. 3 
he directed to alk, if i intended to be at the next maſ- 
querade. This curioſity had a ſtrange effect upon my 
ſpirits; my heart fluttered at the queſtion, and m 
imagination glowed with a thouſand fond preſages 
Janſwered in the affirmative, and we met by accident 
at the ball. I could not behold him without emotion = 
when he accoſted me, his well-known voice made my 
heart vibrate, like a muſical chord, when its uniſon is 
ſtrucx. All the ideas of our paſt love, which the lapſe 
of time and abſence had enfeebled and lulled to ſleep, 
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that his artful excuſes were eaſily admitted: I forgave 
him all that I had ſuffered on his account, becauſe he 


correſpondence was renewed. | 
IT thought myſelf in a new world of bliſs, in conſe- 


during which time he was fonder of me, if poſſible, 


never been happy ſince he left me; that he believed no 
woman had ever loved like me: and indeed, to have 
| wages for that man, you muſt firſt 
id: but through a ſtrange caprice, I 
broke off the correſpondence, out of apprehention that 
he would forſakxe me again. From his paſt conduct, 
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of what I had undergone by his inconſtancy, filled 
my imagination with ſuch horror, that I could not 
_ endure the ſhocking proſpect, and prematurely plunged 


ae into. the danger, rather thau endure the terrors 
of expectation, I remember that his former attach- 


ment began in the ſeaſon of my proiperity, when my 
Fortune was in the zenith, and my youth in its prime ; 
and that he had forſaken me in the day of trouble, 
when my life became embarraſſed and my circumſtan- 
cCebes were on the decline: I foreſaw nothing but conti- 


nual perſecution from the huſband, and feared, that 
once the keener tranſports of our reconciliation ſhould 


be over, his affection would ſink under the ſeverity of 


its trial. In conſequence of this deſertion, I received 


a letter from him acknowledging that he was rightly 
ſerved, but that my retreat gave him inexpreſſihle 
concern. 15 


Mean while, lord — continued to a& in the 


character of a friend, tormenting me with his nauſeous 
üimportunities: he prevailed upon the duke of L——- 
to employ his influence in perſuading me to live with 
bim; aſſuring his grace, that I had actually promiſed 
to give him that proof of my obedience, and that 1 


would come home the ſooner for being preſſed to 
compliance by a perſon of his rank and character. 


Induced by theſe repreſentations, the duke honoured 


me with a viſit; and in the courle of his exhortations 
J underſtood how he had been thus miſinformed: up- 
on which I ſent for lord , and in his preſence 


convicted him of the falſhood, by communicating to 


his grace the articles of our laſt agreement, which he 
did not think proper to deny; and the duke being un- 


deceived, declared that he would not have given me the 


trouble of vindicating myſelf, had he not been milled 


by the inſincerity of my lord. 1 ; 

_ "Baffled in this attempt, he engaged Mr. H— V, 
and afterwards my own father in the tame taſk; an! Þ 
| tho” I fil] adhered tomy firſt reſolution, he perſiſted wii 
ſuch. obſtinncy in his endeavours to make me unhappy» Þ | 
that I determined to leave the kingdom. According: ! 
l | Ee | RR Fo nu = 


ty, after I had ſpent the evening with him at Rane- 
had given me ſince our laſt accommodation; ſo far 


was I, upon this occaſion, or at any other time of my 


natured enough. to ſay I followed Mr. B-— and the 


to lord B 


conſiderable ſettlement, of which he had been generous 


I this diſagreeable temper, he baniſhed all company from 
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lagh, I went away about two o'clock in the morning, 
leaving my companion with directions to reſtore to my 
lord his houſe, furniture, plate, and every thing he 


life, from embezzling any part of his fortune. My 
friend followed my inſtructions moſt punctually; and 
bis lordſhip knows and will acknowledge, the truth of 
this afſertion. | | | 
Thus have I explained the true cauſe of my firſt ex- 
pedition to Flanders, Whither the world was good=- 
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whole army, which happened to be ſent abroad that 
ſummer, Before my departure I likewiſe tranſmitted. 
the dreſſing plate, china, and a very 


— 24 


— 


2 


enough to make me a preſent, This was an inſtance 
of my integrity, which I thought due to a man who 
had laid me under great obligations; and tho* I have 
lived to be refuſed a {mall ſum both by him and S—\, 
I] do not repent of my difintereited behaviour; all the 
evenge I harbour againſt the laſt of theſe lovers, is the 
care of having it in my power to do him good. 

J now found mytelf adrift in the world again, and 
very richly deſerved the hardſhips of my condition, for 
my indiſcretion in lgaving lord B —, and in truſt- 
ing to the word of (ord .—— —, without ſome further 
lecurity; but 1 hate dearly paid tor my imprudence. 
Ther more I ſaw into the character of this man whom 
deſtiny hath appointed my fcourge, the more was I 
determined to avoid his icliowihip and communication: 
for he and Ion, in point of dilpofition, as oppoſite as 
any two principles in nature. In the fit place, he is 
one of the moſt unſocial beings that ever exiſted 3 when 
1 was plealed and happy he was always out of temper, 
but if he could find means to over-caft and cloud my 
mirth, tho' never fo innocent, he then diſcovered ſigns 
of uncommon {atisfa&tion and content, becauſe, by 
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2:6 THE ADVENTURES OF 
| his houſe. He is extremely weak of underſtanding, 
tho? he poſſeſſes a good ſhare of low cunning, which 
has fo egregiouily impoſed upon ſome people, that 
they have actually believed him a good-natured eaſy 
creature, and blamed me becauſe I did not manage 
him te better purpoſe ; but, upon further acquaintance, 
they have always found him obttinate as a mule, and 
_ capricious as a monkey. Not that he is utterly void of 
all commendable qualities: he is punctual in paying 
his debts, liberal when in good humour, and would 
be well bred, were he not ſubject to fits of abſence, 
during which he 1s altogether unconverſable; but he is 
proud, naturally ſulpicious, jealous, equally with and 
without caule, never made a friend, and 1s an utter 
ſtranger to the joys of intimacy ; in ſhort, he hang; 
like a damp upon ſociety, and may be properly called 
Kill-joy, an epithet which he has jultly acquired. He 
honours me with conſtant profeſſions of love, but his 
conduct is ſo oppoſite to my ſentiments of that paſſion, 
as to have been the prime ſource of all my misfortunes 
and affliction; and I have often wiſhed mylelt the ob. 
ject of his hate, in hopes of profiting by a change in 
his behaviour. %%% ò 8 

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more un. 
happy than, I believe, he is in his own mind; tor he 
is literally a fc}f- tormentor, who never enjoyed one 


ther's quiet; and yet with this (1 nad aimoſt called it 


i 


diſguſt, by contriving ſchemes to mortify and perplc: 
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I own II have experienced his care and concern. 
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gleam of ſatisfaction, except at the expence of ano- | 


diabolical) quality, he expects that I ſhould cherih Þ 
bim with all the tenderneis of affection. After he his | 
been at pains to incur my averſion, he puniſhes my 


me, which have often ſucceeded ſo effectually, as to 
endanger my life and conſtitution; for I have beef 
| fretted and frighted into ſundry fits of illneſs, and then? 


Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, eI 
is ſo unſteady in his ceconomy, that he is always neu] 
modelling his affairs, and exhauſting his fortune y. 


laying out ten pounds in order to fave a itilling. Hef 
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565, the duke of A -'S youngeſt brother, who 

very politely gave me up his own. Here I ſaw my 
friend Mr. B-——, who was overjoyed at my arri- 
val, though jealous of every man of his acquaintance ; 
or he loved me with all the ardour of paſſion, and 1 
regarded him with all the perfection of friendſhip, 
= Which, had he lived, in time might have produced 
ore; tho' that was a fruit which it never brought 
forth. Notwithſtanding his earneſt ſolicitations to the 


up againſt him by his own relations. Perhaps it might 


tranſported myſelf to Flanders, and arrived in Ghent, 


I proceeded to Bruſſels, and fixed my abode in the 
Hotel de Flandre, among an agreeable ſet of gentle- 
men and ladies, with whom I ſpent my time very 
chearfully. There was a ſort of court in this city, 
21-cquented by all the officers, who could obtain per- 
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mquires into the character of a ſervant after he has 
lived two years in his family, and is fo ridiculonſly 
fgcked with vanity and ſelf-conceit, that notwith- 
ſtanding my aſſurance before, and the whole ſeries of 
my conduct fince our marriage, which ought to have 
convinced him of my diſlike, he is fill perſuaded, that, 
at bottom, I muſt admire and be enarnoured of his 
agreeable perſon and accomplifiments, and that TI 
would not fail to manifeſt my love, were I not ſpirited 
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be their intereſt to foment the miſunderſtanding betwixt 
us; but really, they give themſelves no trouble about 
our affairs; and, ſo far as I know them, are a very 
good fort of people. On the whole, I think I may 
with juſtice pronounce my precious yoke-fellow, a 
triffing, teazing, inſufferable, inconſiſtent creature. 
With the little money which remained of what 1 
had received from his lordſhip, for houſe- keeping, I 
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a few days after our troops were quartered in that city, 
which was ſo much crowded with theſe new viſitants, 
that I ſhould have found it impracticable to procure a a 
lodging, had I not been accommodated by lord R— 


contrary, I ſtayed but a week in Ghent, from whence 
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THE ADVENTURES OF. 
I was introduced to the beſt fa- 
milies, and very happy in my acquaintance for the 
ladies were polite, good tempered and obliging, and 
treated me with the utmoſt hoſpitality and reſpect. 
Among others, I contracted a friendſhip with Madam 


533 
gay and agreeable. 


la comteſſe de C— , and her two daughters, who 
._ -were very amiable young ladies; and became intimate 
with the princels C-——- and counteſs , 


lady of the bed-chamber to the queen of Hungary, 
and a great favourite of the governor Monſieur D'H—, 


in whoſe houſe ſhe lived with his wife, who was alſo 
a a lady of a very engaging diſpoſition. ns 
Soon after I had fixed my habitation in Bruſſels, the 
company at our Hotel was increaſed by three officers, 
who profeſſed themſelves my admirers, and came from 
Ghent, with a view of ſoliciting my love. This 
triumvirate conſiſted of the Scotch earl of ——, 
lord R M——, and another young officer: the 
_ firſt was a man of a very genteel figure and amorous 
complexion, danced well and had a great deal of good 
humour with a mixture of vanity and ſelf-conceit. 


The ſecond had a good face, though a clumſy perſon, 


and a very ſweet diſpoſition, very much adapted tor 
the ſentimental paſſion of love: and the third (Mr. 
W- - by name) was tall, thin, and well bred, 
with a great ſtock of good-nature and vivacity. Thele 
_ adventurers began their addreſſes in general ads of gal- 
lantry, that comprehended ſeveral of my female friends, 
Vith whom we uſed to engage in parties of pleature, 
hoth in the city and in the environs, which are ex- 
tremely agreeable. Whey they thought they had 
taken the preliminary Reps of ſecuring themlelves in 
my good opinion and eſteem, they agreed to go on 
without farther delay, and that lord ——— thonld 
make the firſt attack upon my heart, 1 
He accordingiy laid ſiege to me, with ſuch warinch 
and aflidvity, that I believe he deceived himtelt 


and began to think he was actually in love; though 4 


at bottom, he felt no impulſe that deſerved the ſacred 
name. Though I diſcouraged him in the beginning, 


lie ; 2 


3 


„ A 09. 9 - a. the aw... oo 


: ; thought propexg. to withdraw; and I never afterwards 


give riſe to ſome report to my prejudice; and therefore 


while my maid, who lay in my room, went down 


wanted courage and reſolution. Perceiving my diſ- 


have pity on his ſuſferings, and ſwore I ſhould have 


took the field, and aſſailed my heart in a very diffe- 


tion. But I would deal with him in his own way; 
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he perſecuted me with his addreſſes; he always fat by 
me at dinner, and imparted a thouſand trifles in con- 
tinual whiſpers, which attracted the notice of the com- 
pany ſo much, that I began to fear his behaviour would 


avoided him with the utmoſt caution, Notwithſtand- 
ing all my care, however, he found means one night, 


Daves an, 224, 
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ſtairs, to get into my chamber after I was in bed: up- 
on which, I ſtarted up, and told him, that if he ſnould 
approach me, I would alarm the houſe; for I never 


pleaſure, he kneeled by the bed-ſide, begg'd I would 


carte blanche to the utmoſt extent of his fortune. TO 
theſe propoſals I made no other reply, but that of pro- 
teſting I would never ſpeak to him again, if he did not 
quit my apartment that moment, upon which, he 


gave him an opportunity of ſpeaking to me on the ſame 
ſubject: ſo that, in a few weeks, he ſeparated himſelf 
from our ſociety z though the ladies of Bruſſels con- 
ſidered him as my lover, becauſe, of all the other of- 


ficers, he was their greateſt favourite. . 
His lordſhip being thus repulſed, Mr. W 


rent manner. He ſaid, he knew not how to make 
love, but was a man of honour, would keep the ſecret, 
and ſo forth. To this cavalier addreſs I anſwered, Wl 
that I was not angry, as I otherwiſe ſhould have been 
at this blunt declaration, becauſe I found, by his own al 

confeſſion, he did not know what was due to the ſex; 


and my unhappy fituation in ſome ſhape excuſed him ai 


tor a liberty, which he would not have dreamt of tak- 
ing, had not my misfortunes encouraged his preſump- 


and far from aſſuming the prude, frankly aſſured him, 
that he was not at all to my taſte, hoping he would 
conhder my diſlike as a ſufficient reaſon to reje his 


love. | 
| Q+4 | Lord 
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266 THE ADVENTURES Or 
Lord R - began to feel the ſymptoms of a ge- 
nuine paſhon, which he carefully cherithed in filence, 
being naturally diffident and baſliful; but, by the very 
means he uſed to conceal it from my obſervation, ! 
lainly diſcerned the ſituation of is heart, 50d was not 
at all diſpleaſed at the progreis 7 had made in his in- 
clinations. Mean while, he cultivated my acquant- 
ance with great aſſidui y and _ attended me in 
all m, excurſions, and particularly in an expedition to 
Antwerp, with two other zentlemen, where in down. 
right garers de cœur, We lat for our pictures, Which 
were drawn in one pic ce; one of the party being re- 
ꝓreſentedi i in the dreſs ot an huſſar, and another in that 
of a running footinan. This incidence J mention, be- 
cauſe the performance, which is now in my poſſeſſion, 
gave birth to a thouſand groundleis reports, that circu- 
lated in Er gland at our expence. 
It is immediately after this jaunt, that lord R 
began to diſcloſe his paſſion; though he, at the ſame 
time ſtarted ſuch objections as ſeemed well nigh to ex- 
tinguiſh his hopes, lamenting, thar even if he ſhould 
have the happinels to engage my affections, his for- 
tune was too inconiderable to ſupport us againſt the 
efforts of lord — "> ſhould he attempt to interrupt 
our felicity; and that he himſelf was obliged to follow 
the motions of the amy. In ſnort, he ſeemed to con- 
ide: my felicity more than his own, and behaved wWiith 
ſuch delicacy, as gradually made an impreſſon on my 
heart; ſo that when we parted, we agieed to renew 
our correſpondence in England. 
In che midſt of theſe ag; -reeable amuſements, hich 1 
enjoyed in almoſt all the "different towns of Flanders, 
I happened to be at Ghent one day, ſitting among a 
good deal of company, in cne ef their Hotels, when 2 
poſt-chaiſe ſtopped at the gate; upon which we went 
to the windows to fatisſy our curichiy, when who 
mould ſtep out of the convenience, but my little u- | 
_Hgnificant lord. I no ſooner announced him to the! 
company, than all the gentlemen aſked whether ey | 
8 | mould 
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one and all of them retired 3 though lord R — 


ing determined to ſrreen me againſt all violence and coni- 
pulgon. I ſent a mefſage to my lord, dehring him to 
walk up into my apartment; but although bis ſole er- 


oflicer of the Engliſh troops, Who was a man of hu- 


even granting him to be the perton, I was by no 


home. This declaration produced 4 conference, in 
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ſhould ay and protec dt me, or withdraw; and when [ 
aſſured them, that their proteftion was not necetlary, 
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M— went no farther than the Parlour below, be- 
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rand Was to fee and carry me ol, he would not venture 
10 accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me in 
form, trom the governor af the place, | 

That gentleman being altogether a ſtrar ger to his 
perſon and char acter, referred him to the commanding 
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mour, and upon his lordiup's application, pretended 
to doubt his identity; obterving, that he had always 
heard lord ——=—Feprelented: as a jolly corpulent 
man. He gare him to underſtand, however, that 


means ſubject to military law, unleſs he could prove, 
that T had ever liſted in his maſeliy $ ſervice. 

Thus difappointed | in his endeavours, he returned to 
the inn, and with much perſuaſion, truſted himſelf in 
my dining room, after having ſtationed his attendant 
at the door, in cate of accidents. When I alked, 
what had procured me the bonour of this viſit; be 
told me, his butinels and intention were to carry me 


which J argued the caſe with him; and matters were 
accommodited for the preſent, by my. promiling to be 
in England fome time in September, on condition that 
he would permit me to hive by myſelf, as before, and 
immediately order the arrears of my pin-money to be 
paid. He aſſented to every thing I propoſed, returned 
in peace to his own country, And ne deficiencies of 
my allowance were made good; while I returned to 
Bruſſels, where I ftayed until my departure for En- 
gland, which I regulated 1n ſuch a manner as was con- 
Litent with my engagement, | | 

I took lodgings in Pall-mall, and ending for my 
od, COnvic ccd ham of mv pun&tuality, and put him 


neſs which I eyer felt, But all his admonitions were 


4 
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in mind of his promiſe; when, to my utter aſtoniſh- 
ment and confuſion, he owned, that his promiſe was 


no more than a decoy to bring me over, and that 1 


mult lay my account with living in his houſe, like a 


dutiful and obedient wife. I heard him with the in- 


ditnation ſuch treatment deſerved, upbraided him with 
his perfidious dealing, which I told him would have 


determined me againſt cohabitation with him, had 1 
not been already reſolved : and being deſtitute of A 
reſource, repaired to Bath, where L afterwards me 


with Mr. D 


and Mr. R——, two gentlemen 
who had been my fellow-paſſengers in the yacht from 
Flandeis, and treated me with great friendſhip and pa- 
liteneſs, without either talking or thinking of love, 
With theſe gentlemen, who were as idle as myſelt, 


went to the jubilee at Preſton, which was no other ta | 
a great number of people aſſembled in a ſmall tow 


extremely il! deevinmodated, to partake of diverſions 


that were bad imitations of plays, concerts and ma 


querades, If the world fhould place to the account of 
my inditcretion, by travelling in this manner, with 
gentlemen to whom I had no Particular attachment; 
let it alſo be conſidered, as an alleviation, that I al- 
ways lived in terror of my lord, and conſequently was 


often obliged to ſhift my quarters; fo that my finances 


being extremely flender, I ſtood the more in need cf 
alſiſtance and protection. I was, beſides, young, in- 
conſiderate, and fo ſimple, as to ſuppoſe the figure of 
an ugly man would always ſecure me from cenſure on 
his account: neitlier did I ever dream of any man's 
addreſſes, until he made an actual declaration of his. 
love. : 

Upon my return to Bath, T was again harraſſed by 
Jord ———, who came thither, accompanied by my 
father, whom I was very glad to ſee, though he im- 


portuned me to comply with my huſband's dere, and 


for the future keep meaſures with the world. This re- 
monſtrance about living with my lord, which he con- 
ſtantly repeated, was the only inſtance of his unkind- 


pot 


was, upon which my father took his leave, on pre- 
' tence of looking out for a lodging for himſelf, 


| ſtairs again, and coming through my bed-chamber, 


ſtanding on end. | 
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not of force ſufficient to ſhake my reſolution in that 
particular; though the debate continued fo late, that I 
told his lordſhip, it was high time to retire, for I 
could not accommodate him with a bed. He then 
gave me to underſtand, that he would ſtay where he 
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The little gentleman being now left fete-a-tete with 
me, began to diſcover ſome ſigns of apprehenſion in 
his looks; but muſtering up all his reſolution, he went 
to the door, called up three of his ſervants, whom he 
placed as centinels upon the ſtairs, and flounced into 
my elbow chair, where he reſigned himſelf to reſt, 
Intending to go to bed, I thought it was but juſt and 
decent that I ſhould ſcreen myſelf from the intruſion of 
his footmen, and with that view bolted the door. 
Lord ——- kearing himſelf locked in, ſtarted up 
in the utmoſt terror and conſternation, kicked the door 
with his heel, and ſcreamed aloud, as if he had been 
in the hands of an aſſaſſin. My father, who had not 
yet quitted the houſe, hearing theſe outcries, - ran up 


into the dining-room where we were, found me almoſt 
ſuffocated with laughter, and his heroic ſon-in-law 
ſtaring like one who had loſt his wits, with his hair 
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When my father aſked the meaning of his exclama- 
tions, he told him with all the ſymptoms of diſmay, 
that I had locked him in, and he did not underſtand 
ſuch uiage; but I explained the whole myſtery, by 
ſaying, I had bolted the door, becauſe I did not like 
the company of his ſervants, and could not imagine 
the cauſe of his pannic, unleſs he thought I deſigned 
to raviſh him; an inſult, than which nothing was far- 
ther from my intention. My father himſelf could 
ſcarce refrain from laughing at his ridiculous fear ; but 
ſeeing him in great confuſion, took pity on his condi- 
tion, and carried him off to his own lodgings, after I 
had given my word, that I would not attempt to 
eſcape, but give him audience next morning. I ac- 
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to frighten lord 
ries were told about this adventure, Which h happened 
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cordingly kept my promiſe, and found means to per. 
ſuade them to leave me at my own diſcretion, Next 
day, I was rallied upon the ſtratagem I bad contrived 
—3; and a thouſand idle ſto- 


literally as I have related it. 
From Bath I betook myſelf to a ſmall houſe near 
Lincoln, which I had hired of the D—— of A——---, 


becauſe a country life ſuited beſt with my income, | 
which was no more than four hundred pounds a year, 


and that not well paid. I continued ſome months in 


this retirement, and ſaw no company, except lor 
R M——, who lived in the neighbourhood, and 
viſited me twice; till finding myſelf indifpoſed, I as 


obliged to remove to London, and took lodgings :» 

Maddox-fireet, where my garifon was taken by or. 
by my lord and his ſteward, reinforced by Mr. L---- 
„ (who, as my lord told me, had a fublidy ct 


| five and twenty pounds before he would take the field) 


and a couple of hardy footmen. This formidable band 


ruſhed into my apartment, laid violent hands upon me, 
dragged me down ftairs, without gloves or a cloak, 
and thruſting me into a coach that flood at the doc 


conveyed me to my lord's lodgings in Gloucelter-ſtreet, 
Upon this occaſion, his lerdſhip courageouſly die 
his ſword upon my woman, who attempted to defend 


me from his inſults, and, in all probability, wou'! 
have intimidated him from proceeding 


g; for he looked 
pale and aghaſt, his knees knocked together, and he 


- breathed thick and hard, with his e We! dilated, as t 


He had ſeen a gholt. But he was encouraged by this 
mercenary aſſociate, who, for the five and twenty 


pounds, ſtood by bim, in the day of trouble, and * 


rited him on to this gallant enterprize. 
In conſequence of this exploit, I was conped up in a 
aultry apartment in Glouceſter-ſtreet, where I was 
cloſe beſet by his lordſhip, and his worthy ſteward Mr. 
, With a ſet of ſervants that were the creatures 
of this fellow of whom lord ——— himſelf ſtood in 


awe ; fo at I could not help minking myſlelf in New. 
. gate, 


— — Sa. i e . . IEEE 


©. my 


gate, among thieves and ruffians. To ſuch a degree 
danger of being poiſoned, and would not receive any 
looking fellow, a foreigner, who was my Jord's: valet 


thought my life interfered with his intereſt. 


dining: room filled with lumber, and lighted with two 


5 coach and bx to be ready at a certain pon of the town, 
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did my terror avail, that J actually believed I was in 
ſuſtenance, ' except from the hands of one harmleſs- 
de chambre. I will not pretend to ſay my fears were 


juſt ; but ſuch was my opinion of Hu, that I never 
doubted he would put me out of the way, if he 


On the ſecond day of my impriſonment, IJ was viſit- 
ed by the duke of L————, a friend of my lord, 
who found me fitting upon a trunk, in a poor little 
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bits of tallow candle, which had been left over night. 
He perceived in my countenance a mixture of rage, 
indignation, terror and deſpair: he compattionated my 
1uſſerings though he could not alleviate my diſtreſs, 
any other way "than by nterceding with my tyrant to 
mitigate my opprethon. ' Neverthicleſs, I remained 
cleven days in this comfortable fituation. LI was 
watched like a criminal all day, and one of the fer- 
vants walked from one room to another all night, in 
the nature of a patrole; while my lord, who lay in 
the chamber above me, zt out of bed, and tripped to 
the window, at the ſound of every coach that chanced 
to paſs through the ſtreet. H-——n, who was con- 
ſummate in the arts of a ſycophant, began to court my 
favour, by condoling my affliction, and aſſuring me, 
tnat the only method by which I could regain my li- 
berty, was a chearful compliance with the humour af 
my lord. I was fully convinced of the truth of this 
obſervation ; and though my temper is altogether averſe. 
to diſſimulation, attempted to afteR an air of ſerenity 
and reſignation. But this diſguiſe, I found, would not 
anſwer my purpoſe ; and therefore I had recourſe to 
the aſſiſtance of my maid, who was permitted to attend 
me in my confinement. With her I frequently con- 
ſulted about the means of accompliſhing my eſcape. 
In conſequence of our deliberations, ſhe directed a 
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and to wait for me three days in the ſame place, in caſ: 
I could not come before'the expiration of that term. 

T his previous meaſure being taken aceording to my 
inſtructions, the next neceſſary ſtep was to elude the 
vigilance of my guard: and in this manner did I ef. 
fectuate my purpoſe. Being, by this time, indulged 
in the liberty of going out in the coach, for the benefit 
of the air, attended by two footmen, who had orders 
to watch all my motions, I made uſe of this privilege 
one forenoon, when lord —— —— expected tome com- 
. pany to dinner, and bade the coachman drive to the 
lodgings of a man who wrote with his mouth, intend- 
ing to give my ſpies the ſlip, on pretence of ſeeing this 
curioſity: but they were too alert in their duty to be | 
thus outwitted, and followed me up ſtairs into the very þ 
apartment. 5 | 
_ Diſappointed in this hope, I revolved another ſcheme, 
which was attended with ſucceſs : I bought ſome olives 
at an oil ſhop; and telling the ſervants I would proceed 
to St. James's gate, and take a turn in the park, broke 
one of the bottles by the way, complained of the mis- 
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fortune when I was ſet down, and deſired that myF . 


coach might be cleaned before my return. While my 


attendants were employed in this office, I tripped acrols F 1 
the parade to the horſe-guards, and chanced to meet Þ 


With an acquaintance in the park, who ſaid, he ſaw, by 
my countenance, that I was upon ſome expedition. I 
owned his ſuppoſition was juſt 3 but, as I had not time 


to relate particulars, I quickened my pace, and tookſ 
| Poſſeſſion of a hackney-coach, in which I proceeded tof | þ 


the vehicle which I had appointed to be in waiting. 


While I thus compaſſed my eſcape, there was nothing] lig 


but perplexity and confuſion at home; dinner was de. 
layed till fix o'clock ; my lord ran half the town overuty _ 


queſt of his equipage, which at laſt returned, with at | 


account of my elopement. My maid was brought t. 
the queſtion, and grievouſly threatened 3 but (like al 
the women I ever had) remained unſhaken in her fidel| 
ty. In the mean time, I travelled night and day to 
wards my retreat in Lincolnſhire, of which his lordfuf 


hal + 


bim werd, that if ever he ſhould preſume to approach 


* 


tae place of my abode was now diſcovered, I laid my 
. account with having a vifit from his employer: I there- 
. Jore planted ſpies upon thie road, with a promiſe of re- 
Ward to him who fhould bring me the firſt intellipgenes 
of his Jordſhip's approach. 5 Fg 
Accordingly, I was one morning apprized of his 
coming; and mounting horſe immediately, with my 
woman and valet, away we rode, in defiance of winter. 
Inu two days I traverſed the wilds of Lincolnſhire and 
hundreds of Eſſex, croſſed the river at Tilbury, break - 
fated at Chatham, by the help of a guide and moon - 
light arrived at Dover the ſame evening, embarked for 
Calais, in which place I found myſelf next day at two 
ob clock in the afternoon; and being heartily tired with 
my journey, betook myſelf to reſt. | 
was nut able to travel with ſuch expedition, followed 
me at an eaſier pace; and the footman was ſo aſtoniſn- 
| Fed at my pericverance, that he could not help aſking 
upon the road, if ever I was weary in my life. | 
Map it is, my ſpisite and refolution have enabled me to 
3 9 | | | undergo 
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had not, as yet, got the leaſt intelligence; and as my 
coachman was but an unexperienced driver, I was ob- 
liged 10 make ute of my oven {kill in that exerciſe, and 
direct his en:leavours the whole way, without venturing 
to go to bed, tr take the leaſt repoſe, until J reached 
my own habitation. "Fhere I lived in peace and tran- 
quillity for the ſpace of tz weeks, when I was alarmed 
by one of my lord's myrnidons, who came into the 
netphbourhooJd, bluſtering and ſwearing, that he would 
carry me off, either deid or alive. 8 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that I was pe: feRly eaſy, 
when I was made zcqnainted with his purpoie and de- 
claration, as my whole iemily confifted of no more than 
couple of women and one rootman. However, I 
inmmoned up my courage, which had been often tried, 
and never forſook me in the day of danger; and ſent 


my houſe, I would order him to be ſhot, without cere- 
mony. The fellow did not chooſe to put me to the tri- 
2), and returned to town without his errand. But as 


My maid, who : 


Cer- 
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undergo fatigues that are almoſt incredible. From Ca- 

lais I went to Bruſſels, where I again ſet up my reſt in 
private lodgings; was again per fectly well received by 


the faſhionable people of that place; and, by the in- 


tereſt of my friends, obtained tne Queen of Hungary 8 


rotection againſt the perſecution of my huſband, 
while I ſhould reſide in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Thus tecured, I lived uncenſured, converting with 
the Engliſh company, with which this city was crowd- 
ed, but ſpent the moſt agrecable part of my time with 


| the counteſs of Calemberg, in whole houte I generally 


dined and ſupped; and I alio contracted an intimacy 
with the princeſs of Chemay, who was a great favou- 
rite with madam D Harrach, the governors lady. 

I had not been long in this happy ſituation, when 
was diſturbed by the arrival of lord —, who de- 
manded me of the governor ; but finding me ſheltered 
from his power, he ſet out for Vienna; and, in conſe- 
quence of his repreſentations, ſtrengthened with the 


Duke of N—'s name, my protection was withdrawn. 


But, before this application, he had gone to the cawp, 
and addreſted himſelf to my lord Stair, who was my 
particular friend, and ally by my firſt marriage, defir- 
ing he would compel me to return to his houſe. His 
lordſhip told him, that I was in no ſhape ſubject to his 
command; bat invited him to dinner, with a view 6 
diverting bimſelf and company, at the expence of his 
gueſt. In the evening, he was plied with fo many 
bumpers to my health, that he became intoxicated, and 
extremely obſtreperous, inſiſted upon ſeeing lord Stair, 
after he was retired to reſt, and quarrelled with lord 
D „who being a tall, large, raw- boned Scotch» 
man, could have allowed him at one mouthful ; but 
he thought he might venture to challenge him: in 


hopes of being put under arreſt by the general: though 


he reckoned without his hoſt; lord Stair knew his dil 
poſition, and, in order to puniſh his preſumption, 
winked at the affair. The challenger, finding him{-it 
miſtaken in his conjecture, got up early i in the morning 
and went off polt for Vienna; and lord Stair defired & a 
C111 


perſons of diſtinction, interceded in my behalf with 


would actually go to ſervice, or take ſome other deſpe- 


nis fortune would not allow him to aſſiſt me; he had 
| extremity of my circumſtances, that I was forced to 


3 tor a loan of fifty pounds, which he refuſed. 


| ihcation I deſerved at his hands, tho' he had once put 
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certain man of quality to make me a viſit, and give 
me an account of his behaviour, | 5 

Being now deprived of my protection and pin-mo- N 
ney, which my generous huſband would no longer pay, WW 
] was reduced to great difficulty and diſtreſs. The | 
ducheſs D'Aremberg, lord G———, and many other 


his majeſty, Who was then abroad; but he retuſed to 
interpoſe between man and wife. The counteſs of 
Calemberg wrote a letter to my father, in which ſhe re- 
preſented my uncomiortable ſituation, and undertcok 
to anſwer for my conduct, in cafe he would allow me a 
imall annvity, on which I could live independent of 
Jord —, who, by all accounts, was a wretch with 
whom I could never enjoy the Jeait happineſs or quiet 
otherwiſe, ſhe would be the firſt to adviſe me to an ac- 
commodation. She gave him to underſtand, that her 
character was neither doubtful nor obſcure z and that if 
my conduct there, had not been irreproachable, ſhe 
ſhonld not have taken me under her protection: that as 
J propoſed to board in a convent, a ſmall ſum would 
anſwer my occaſions; but, if that ſhould be denied; 1 
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rate ſtep, to avoid the man who was my bane and 
averſion. e _ | | 
To this kind remonſtrance my father anſwered, that 


now a young family; and that I ought, at all events, 
to return to my huſband. By this time, ſuch was the 
pawn my cloaths, and every trifling trinket in my poſs 
leſſion, and even to deſcend fo far as to ſolicit Mr. 8 


Thus was I deſerted, in my diſtreſs, by two perſons, 
to whom, in the ſeaſon of my affluence, my purſe had 
deen always open.” Nothing fo effectually tubdues a 
ſpirit unuſed to ſupplicate, as want: repulled in this 
manner, I had recourſe to lord B, who was alta 
(it ſeems) unable to relieve my necefſities. This mor- 


it 
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to make ſuch a requeſt. 
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it in my power to be above all ſuch paultry applica. 


tions; and I ſhould not have been compelled to the 


_ diſagreeable taſk of troubling my friends, had not [ 
voluntarily reſigned what he formerly gave me. As to 


the other gentleman to whom I addreſſed myſelf, on 


this occaſion, I think he might have ſhewn more re- 


gard to my ſituation, not only for the reaſons already 
mentioned, but becauſe he knew me too well to be 
ignorant of what I muſt have ſuffered, in condeſcending 


Several officers, who gueſs'd my adverſity, gene- 
rouſly offered to ſupply me with money; but I could 
not bring myſelf to make uſe of their friendſhip, or 


even to own my diſtreſs, except to one perſon, of whom 
1 borrowed a ſmall ſum. To crown my misfortunes, 


I was taken very ill, at a time when there was no other 
way of avoiding the clutches of my perſecutor, but by 


a precipitate flight. In this emergency, I applied to a 


worthy gentleman of Bruſſels, a very good friend of 
mine, but no lover. I ſay no lover, becauſe every 


man is ſuppoſed to act in that capacity who befricnds 


a young woman in diſtreſs. This generous Fleming ſet 
out with me, in the night, from Bruſſels, and con- 


ducted me to the frontiers of France. Being very 


much indiſpoſed both in mind and body when I was 
obliged to undertake this expedition, I ſhould, in all 


Probability, have ſunk under the fatigue of travelling, 


had not my ſpirits been kept up by the converſation ol 
my companion, who was a man of buſineſs and conle- 


- quence, and undertook to manage my affairs in ſuch 
a manner as would enable me to re-eſtabliſh my rel 
dence in the place I had left. He was young and ac- 

tive, attended me with the utmoſt care and aſſiduity, Þ 

and left nothing undone which he thought would con- 


tribute to my eaſe and ſatisfaction. I believe his friend- 
ſhip for me was a little tinftured with another paſſion; 


but he was married, and lived very well with his wits, 


who was allo my friend; ſo that he knew I would ne- 
ver think of him in the light of a lover. 


pon 
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that monarch graciouſly accorded me, in three days 
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Upon our arrival at Valenciennes, he accommodated 
me with a little money (for a little was all I would 
take) and returned to his own city, after we had ſet- 
tled a correſpondence by letters. TI was detained a day 
or two in thi: plac? by my indiſpoſition, which in- 
creaſed, but neveriheleſs procecded to Paris, to make 
intereſt for a protection from the king of France, which 


after my firſt application, and his miniſter ſent orders 
to all the governours and mtendants of the province 
towns, to protect me againſt the efforts of lord 
in whatever place I ſhould chooſe to reſide. 

Having returned my thanks at Verſailles for this fas 
vour, and tarried a few days at Paris, which was a 
place altogether unſuitable to the low ebb of my tor- 
tune, TI repaired to Liſte, where T intended to tix my 
habitation ; and there my dijorder recurred with ſuch 
violence, that I was obliged to fend for a phyſician, 

who ſecmed to have been a diſciple of Sangrado z for 
he ſcarce left a drop of blood in my body, and yet I 
found myſelf never a whit the better. Indeed I was fo 
much exhauſted by theſe evacuations, and my conſti- 
tution ſo much impaired by fatigue and perturbation of 
mind, that I had no other hope of recovering but that 
of reaching England, and putting myſelt under the 
erection of a phyſiclan on whole ability I could de- 
pend. 

With this doubtful proſpect, therefore, I determin - 
ed to attempt a return to my native air, and actually 
departed from Lille, in ſuch a melancholy enfeebled 
condition, that I had almoſt fainted when I was put 
into the coach. But before I refolved upon this jour- 
my I was reduced to the utmoſt exigence of fortune; 
0 that I could fcarce aiford to buy proviſions, had it 
been in my power to eat, and ſhou!d not have been able 
to defray my travelling expences, had I not been ge- 
neronfly befriended by lord R———— M———— 
wio (I am ſure) would bave done any thing for my 
eale and accommodation, though he has unjuſtly in- 

curred 
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curred the imputation of being parſimonious, and I kad 
no reaſon to expect any ſuch favour at his hands. 

In this deplorable (tate of health I was conveyed to 
Calais, being all the way (as it were) in the arms of 


death, Fita having ſwallowed the leaſt ſuſtenance on 


the road. So much was my indiſpoſitzon augmented 
by the fatigue of the journey, that I ſwooned when [ 
was brought into the inn, and had almoſt expired he- 
fore I could receive the leaſt aſſiſtance or advice: how- 


ever, my ſpirits were a little revived by fome bread and 


wine, which I took at the perſuaſion of a French fur- 


geon, who chancing to pais by the door, was called 
up to my relief. Having ſent my ſervant to Bruſfels 
to take care of my cloaths, I embarked in the packet 


boat, and by that time we arrived at Dover, was al- 


moſt in extremity. 


Here I tound a return coath; in {which I was car- 
ried to London, and was put to bed in the houſe ut 
which we put up, more dead than alive. The people 
of t'2 inn ſent for an apothecary, who adminiſtered 
ſome cordial that recalled me to life; and when I re- 


covered the ule of ſpeech, I told him who IT was, and 


deſired him to wait upon Dr. S „ and inforn 
him of my fituation. A young girl who was nicce to 
the landlord's wite, ſeeing me un: attended, made ute: 


der of her ſervice to me, and I accep ted the offer, as. 
well as of a lodging in the apothecary's houſe, ta 


which I was conveyed as ſoon as my ſtrength Won! 
admit of my removal. There I was vinted by my phy- 


| ſician, who was ſhocked to find me in ſuch a dangerous 


condition: however, having coniidered my cale, hs 
percerved that my ;ndiſpoſ 110n proceeded from the ca— 


lamitics I had undergone, and encouraged me with. the 


hope of a ſpeedy cure, provided 1 could be kept ea- 
iy and undifturbed. 

I was accordingly tended with all imaginable care; 
my lord's name being never mentioned in my hearing, 
becauſe I conſidered. him as the fatal ſource of all my 
misfortunes; and in a month I recovered my kealt! 
by the great {Kill and tenderneſs of my doctor, who 

no 
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elf maſter of my perſon ; but I had learned from ex- 


and the gentleman who tt: ye perceiving my concern, 
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now finding me ſtrong enongh to encounter freſh trou- 
bles, endeavoured to perſuade me, that it would be my 
wileſt ſtep to return to my huſband, whom, at that 
time, he had often occaſion to ſee. But I rejected his 
propoſal, commenced a new lawiuit for ſeparation, and 
wok a {mall houſe in St. James. s-ſquare. 

About this time, my woman returned from Bruſſels, 
but without my cloaths, which were detained on ac- 
count of the money I oved in that place; and alking 
her diſmiſſion from my ſervice, ſet up ſhop for herlelf. 
J had not lived many weeks in my new habitation, 
when my perſ{ccutor renewed his attempts to make ham- 


perience, to redouble my vigilance, and he was frui- 
trated in all his endeavours. I was again happy in the 
converſation of my former acquaintane de, and vitited by 
a great number of gentlemen, moſtly  perions of pro- 
bity and ſenſe, wha cultivated my friendihip, without 
any other motive of attachment, Not that 4 was un- 
ſolicited on the article of love: that was a theme on 
which I never wanted crators 3 and could Thave pre- 
vaijed upon myſelf to profit by the advances that were. 
made, I night have managed my opportunities, 1o as 
10 bave ſet fortune at dehance for the future. But T 
was none cf thote ceconomilts, who can lacrifice their 
hearts to inicretted conſidei tons. 

One everino, while I was converhng with three or 
four of my trion ds, my lawyer came in, and told me 
he had ſcmething of conſequence to impart; upon 
which, all the gentlemen but one Went away. I nen 
he gave me to wunderitand, that my ſuit would imme— 
Carly come to trial; and though he hoped the belt, 
the iſſue vas unceitain ; that if it hould be given 
agaiuſt me, the deciſion would inſpire my lord with 
ficth ſpirits toc iſturb my peace; and therefore it Would 
be convenient for me to retire, until the aftair ſhould 
be brought to a determination. 

I was very much di{concerted at this intelligence: 


aſked what I intended to do, or if he could ſerve me 
in 
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in any ſhape, and deſired to know whither I propoſed 
to retreat. I affected to laugh, and anſwered ; * To 
a garret I believe. To this over-firained raillery he 
replied, that if I ſhould, his friendſhip and regard 
would find the way to my apartment ; and I had no 
reaſon to douht the ſincerity of his declaration. We 
conſulted about the meaſures I ſhould take, and I de- 
termined to remove into the country, where I was toon 
favoured with a letter from him, wherein he expreſſed 
the infinite pleaſure he had, in being able to affore me, 
that my ſoit had been ſuccaſsful, and that I might ap- 
Pear again with great ſafety. 

Accordingly, I returned to town in his coach and 
fix, which he had ſent for my convenience, and the 
fame evening went with him to the maſquerade, where 
we paſſed the night very agreeably, his ſpirits, as well 

as mine, being elevated to a joyous pitch, by the happy 
event of my proceſs. This gentleman was a perſon o. 
great honour, worth and good nature; he loved me 
extremely, but did not care that I ſhould know the ex- 
tent of his paſlion : on the contrary, he endeavovred 
to perſuade me, he had laid it down as a maxim, thi 
no woman ſhould ever have power enough over his 
heart, to give him the leaſt pain or diſquiet, In ſhort, 
he had made a progreſs in my attect:on, and to his ge- 
neroſity was I indebted for my ſubſiſtence two Whole 
years; during which, he was contigually profeſſic, 
this philoſophic indifference, while, at the ſame time, 
he was giving me daily aſſurances of his friendſhip and 
eſteem, and treating me with inceſſant marks of the 
moſt paſſionate love : fo that I concluded his intention 
was cold, though his temper was warm. Conſidering 
myſelf as an incumbrance upon his fortune, I redo!- 
bled my endeavours to obtain a ſeparate maintenanc® 
from my lord, and removed from St. James's-iquare to 
lodgings at Kenſmgton, where I had not long enjoyed 
myſelf in tranquillity, before it was interrupted by a 
very unexpected viſit. 
While I was buſy one day dreſſing in my dining 
om, 1 found his lordſhip at my elbow, before I wa" 
alla: Ls 
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* aware of his approach, although his coach was at the 
door, and the houſe already in the poſſeſſion of his ſer- 
vants. He accoſted me in the uſual ſtile, as if we had 
| parted the night before; and I anſwered him with an 
| appearance of the ſame careleſs familiarity, deſiring him 
to fit down, while I retreated to my chamber, lock*d 
| the door, and fairly went to bed; being, perhaps, the 
\ | firſt woman who ever went thither for protection from 
1 Þ the inſults of a man. Here then I immured myſelf 
with my faithful Abigail, My lord finding me ſe- 

* cured, knocked at the door, and through the key-hole 
| begg'd to be admitted; aſſuring me, that all he wanted 
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4 | was a conference. I defired to be excuſed, though I 
„believed his aſſurance ; but I had no inclination to con- 
. | verſe with him, becauſe I knew from experience the 
nature of his converſation, which was ſo diſagreeable 
„ and tormenting, that I would have exchanged it at any 
1 time for a good beating, and thought myſelf a gainer 
„by the bargain. However, he perſiſted in his impor- 
„ F tunities to ſuch a degree, that I aſſented to his propo- 
l, on condition that the duke of L——— ſhould be 
„ I preſent at the interview; and he immediately ſent a 
1 meſſage to his grace, while I in peace eat my break- 
* | faſt, conveyed in a baſket, which was hoiſted up to the 


„ vindow of my bed-chamber, _ Es 
Ihe duke was ſo kind as to come at my lord's re- 
- queſt, and before I would open the door, gave me his 
„ vord, that I ſhould be protected from all violence and 
„% | compulſion. Thus aſſured, they were permitted to 
+ enter. My little gentleman fitting down by the bed- 
n | ide began to repeat the old hackneyed arguments he 
ne bad formerly uſed, with the view of inducing me to 
a. live with him; and I, on my ſide, repeated my former 
* objeCtions, or pretended to liften to his repreſentations, 
ee »bile my imagination was employed in contriving the 
4 means of effecting an eſcape, as the duke eaſily perceiy- 
ja i ed by my countenance. . 
Finding all his remonſtrances ineffectual, he quitted 
ne. che chamber, and left his cauſe to the eloquence of his 
was race, who fat with me a whole half hour, without ex- 
_ e | erting 
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erting himſelf much in behalf of his client, becauſe he 
knew I was altogether obſtinate, and determined on 
that ſcore : but joked upon the behaviour of his lord- 
ſhip, who (though jealous of molt people) had left him 


alone with me in my bed-chamber, obſerving, that he 


muſt either have great confidence in his virtue, or a 


very. bad opinion of him otherwiſe, In ſhort, I found 
means to defer the categorical anſwer till next day, and 
invited the duke and his lordfhip to dine with me to- 


morrow. My wile yoke- fellow ſcemed to doubt the 
ſincerity of this invitation, and was very much diſpoſed 


to keep poſſeſſion of my houſe : but, by the perſuzh. 
ons of his grace, and the advice of H n, who was 
his chief counſellor and back, he was prevailed upon 
to take my word, and for the preſent left me. 

They were no ſooner retired, than I aroſe with great 
expedition, pack'd up my cloaths, and took ſhelter in 
Eilex for the firſt time. Next day, my lord and bis 
noble. triend came to dinner, according to appoint- 


ment; and being informed of my eſcape by my wo- 


man, whom I had leſt in the houſe, his lordſhip diſco- 


vered ſome ſigns of diſcontent, and inſiſted upon ſeeing Þ 


my papers; upon which, my maid produced a parcel 
of bills which I owed to different people. Notwith- 
ſtanding this difappointment, he ſat down to what was 
pro. ided for dinner, and with oreat deliberation eat up 


a leg of lamb, the beſt part of a fowl, and ſomething 


elle, which I do not now remember; and then very 


peaceably went away, giving my maid an opporturity 


of following me to the place of my retreat. 

My intention was to have ſought refuge, as formerly 
in another country; but I was prevented from put: 
ting my deſign in execution by a fit of uInels, during 
which I was viſited by my phyſician aud ſome of my 
own relations, particularly a diftant couſin of mine, 
whom my lord had engaged in his intereſts, by pro 
miſing to recompenſe her amply, if ſhe could perſua: 
me to > comply with his defire. In this office ſhe was 
aſſiſted by the doctor, who was my friend, and a mai 
of ſenſe, for whom I have the moſt perfect eſteem, 
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returned to the domeſtic duties of a wife. 


cauſe he laid it down as an eternal truth, that if any 


inevitably contract an inclination for each other. 


| lowed to judge for my own diſpoſition, a couple fo ſi- 


the nature and neceſſity of their union; unleſs their 


| aſſociation was at firſt the effect of reciprocal affection 
and eſteem, 


| artfully conducted: but I happened to have too much 
addreſs for him in the ſequel, cunning as he was, 
though, at firſt I did not 3 his drift; and his 
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though he and J have often differed in point of opini- 
on. In a word, I was expoſed to the inceſſant im- 
portunities of all my acquaintance, which, added to 
the deſperate circumſtances of my fortune, compelled 
me to embrace the terms that were offered, and I again 


I was conducted to my lord's houſe by an old friend 
of mine, a gentleman turned of fifty, of admirable 
parts and underſtanding ; he was a pleaſing compani- 
on, chearful and humane, and had acquired a great 
ſhare of my eſteem and reſpe&t. In a word, his advice 
had great weight in my deliberations, becauſe it ſeem- 
ed to be the reſult of experience and diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip. Without all doubt, he had an unfeigned con- 
cern for my welfare; but, being an admirable politi- 
cian, his ſcheme was to make my intereſt coincide with 
his own inclinations ; for I had unwittingly made an 
innovation upon his heart ; and as he thought I ſhould 
hardly favour his paſſion, while I was at liberty to 
converſe with the reſt of my admirers, he counſelled 
me to ſurrender that freedom, well knowing that my 
lord would be eaſily perſuaded to baniſh all his rivals 

from the houſe ; in which caſe, he did not doubt of his 
being able to inſinuate himſelf into my affections; be- 


two perſons of different ſexes were obliged to live to- 
gether in a deſart, where they would be excluded from 
all other human intercourſe, they would naturally and 


How juſt this hypotheſis may be, I leave to the de- 
termination of the curious; though, if I may be al- 


tuated would be apt to imbibe mutual diſguſts, from 


] Be this as it will, I honour the gentleman 
for his plan, which was ingeniouſly contrived, and 


lordſhip 
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lordſhip was much leſs likely to comprehend his 
meaning. 9 . 
Immediately after this new accommodation, I was 
carried to a country-houſe belonging to my lord, and 


was fimple enough to venture myſelf (unattended by 


any ſervant on whoſe integrity I could depend) in the 
hands of his lordſhip and H—n, whoſe villainy I al- 
ways dreaded ; though at this time my apprehenſions 
were conſiderably increaſed, by recollecting, that it 
was not his intereſt to let me live in the houſe, left his 
. condudt ſhould be inquired into; and by remembring, 
that the very houſe to which we were going, had been 
twice burnt down in a very ſhort ſpace of time, not 
-without ſuſpicion of his having been the incendiary, 
on account of ſome box of writings, which was loſt in 
the conflagration. True it is, this imputation was ne— 
ver made good; and perhaps he was altogether inno- 
cent of the charge, which nevertheleſs affected my ſpi— 
rits in ſuch a manner, as rendered me the moſt miler- 
able of all mortals. In this terror did I remain, till 
my conſternation was weakened by the arrival of Mr. 


Bal, a good natured worthy man, whom my lord 


had invited to his houſe, and I thought wo Id not 
ſee me ill uſed. In a few weeks we were joined by Dr. 
Bs and his lady, who viſited us according to his 
promiſe ; and it was reſolved that we ſhould ſet out for 


Tunbridge, on a party of pleaſure, and at our return 


examine H-—-n's accounts. 5 | 
This laſt part of our ſcheme was not at all reliſhed by 


our worthy ſteward, who, therefore, determined to 
overturn our whole plan, and ſucceeded accordingly. Þ 
My lord, all of a ſudden, declared himſelf again te“ 


jaunt we had projected, and inſiſted upon my ttaying 


at home, without aſſigning any reaton for this peremp- Þ 
tory behaviour; his countenance became cloudy, and 


for the ſpace of three days he did not open his mouth, 


At laſt, he one night entered my bed chamber, to j 


which he had now free acceſs, with his {word under lus 


arm, and, if I remember aright, it was ready drawn “ 
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her to underſtand, that his intention was to kill the 
bats. I believe and hope he had no other deſign than 
that of intimidating me, but when the affair happened, 


caſe with a great many people, who had but a ſuper- 
- bctal knowledge of his diſpoſition; but, in the courſe . 


6 
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I could not help taking notice of this alarming circum- 
ſtance, which ſhocked me the more, as it happened im- 
mediately atter a gloomy fit of diſcontent. However, 
I ſeemed to overlook the incident, and diſmiſſing my 


maid, went to bed; becauſe I was aſhamed to acknows 
ledge even to my own heart, any dread of a perſon 


whom I deſpiſed ſo much. However, the ftrength of 
my conſtitution was not equal to the fortitude of my 


mind; I was taken ill, and the ſervants were obliged _ 


to be called up; while my lord himſelf, terrified at my 
ſituation, ran up ſtairs to Mrs. 8 
in bed, told her, with evident perturbation of ſpirits, 
that I was very much indiſpoſed, and laid, he believed 
I was frightened by his entering my chamber with his 
word in hand. 


This lady was fo ſtartled at his information, that ſne 


ran into my apartment half naked, and as ſhe went 


down ſtairs, aiked what reaſon could induce him to 


have carried his ſword with him ? Upon which he gave 


I was of a different opinion. Mrs. 8 — having 


put on her cloaths, ſat up all night by my bed-ſide, 
and was ſo good as to aſſure me, that ſhe would not 
leave me, until I ſhould be ſafely delivered from the 


apprehenſions that ſurrounded me in this houſe, to 


which ſhe and the doctor had been the principal cauſe of 
my coming; for my lord had haunted and importun— 
eld them inceſſantly on this ſubject, proteſting that he 

Joved me with the mot inviolable affection; and all he 
deſired was, that I would fit at his table, manage his 
| By . theſe profeſſions, | 
| uttered with an air of honeſty and good-nature, he had 

: impoſed himſelf upon them, for the beſt tempered _ 
creature upon earth; and they uſed 


_ with me to take him into favour. 
er, E, 


tamily, and ſhare his fortune. 
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and was long ago returned to London. 
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of their acquaintance, they have never failed to diſcern 


and acknowledge their miſtake. _ 

The doctor on his return from Tunbridge, to which 

place he had made a trip by himſelf, found me ill a- bed, 

and the whole family in confuſion: ſurprized and con- 

cerned at this diſorder, he entered into expoſtulation 
with my lord, who owned, that the cauſe of his diſ- 

pleaſure and diſquiet was no other than jealouly : 

1 had informed him, that I had been ſeen to 
walk out with Mr, Bal— in a morning ; and that our 


correſpondence had been obſerved with many additional 


- circumſtances, which were abſolutely falſe and ground- 


teſs. This imputation was no ſooner underſtood, than 


it was reſolved that the accuſer ſhould be examined, in 
| _—_ of us all. He accordingly appeared, exceed- 
 Ingly drunk, though it was morning, and repeated the 
articles of the charge, as an information he had receiv- 
ed from a man who came from town to hang the bells, 

This was an inftance of his cunning and addreſs, 
which did not forſake him even in his hours of intox- 
cation. Had he fixed the calumny on any one of the 
ſervants, he would have been confronted and detected 
In his falſchood. Nevertheleſs, though he could not be 


legally convicted, it plainly appeared that he was the 
author of this defamation, which incenſed Mr. Bal— 


to ſuch a degree, that he could ſcarce be withheld from 
uniſhing him on the ſpot, by manual chaſtiſement. 
owever, he was prevailed upon to abſtain from ſuch 
immediate vengeance, as a ſtep unworthy of his cha- 
racter; and the affair was brought to this ifſue, that his 
lordſhip ſhould either part with me or Mr. H—— ; for 


roof with ſuch an incendiar. 

This alternative being propoſed, my lord diſmiſſed 
his ſteward, and we returned to town with the doctor 
and Mrs. S— 3 for Thad imbibed ſuch horror and 
averſion for this country ſeat (though one of the plea- 
fanteſt in England) that I could not bear to live in it. 
We therefore removed to an houſe in Bond- ſtreet, where 
| ER 1 | according 


I was fully determined againſt living under the fame | 


my huſband in good humour; but was ſo unſucceſs- 


ſcarce ever permitted to ſtir abroad, ſaw no- body at 


than at hearing that this gentleman did not receive a 
letter, in which I acknowledged the laſt proof of his 


, neglect. _ | 


it as well as I could for the ſpace of three months, dure 
ing which I lived in the midſt of ſpies who were em- 
ployed to watch my conduct; and underwent every 
mortification that malice, power and folly could inflict; 
| Nay, fo ridiculous, fo unreaſonable was my tyrant in 
his ſpleen, that he declared he would even be jealous 
of Heydigger, if there was no other man to incur his 
| ſuſpicion : he expected that I ſhould ſpend my whole 
me with him, tete à tete: When I ſacrificed my en- 
joyment to theſe comfortable parties, he never failed to 
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according to the advice of my friends, I exerted my 
whole power and complaiſance, in endeavours to kee 


ful in my attempts, that if ever he was worſe temper=. 
ed, more caprici.u3, or intolerable, at one time than 
at another, this was the ſeaſon in which his ill- humour 
predominated to the moſt rancorous degree. I was 


home but my old male friend whom I have mentioned 
above, and the doctor with his lady, from whole con- 
verſation alſo JI was at laſt excluded. 1 

Nevertheleſs, I contrived to ſteal a meeting now and 
then, with my late benefactor, for whom I entertained 
a great ſhare of affection, excluſive of that gratitude 
which was due to his generoſity, It was not his fault 
that I compromiſed matters with my lord; for he was 
as free of his purſe as I was unwilling to uſe it. It 
would, ee ae have been unfriendly, unkind, and 
ungrateful in me (now that I was in affluence) to 
avoid all intercourſe with a man who had ſupported 
me in adverſity.—I think people cannot be too thy and 
ſerupulous in receiving favours; but once they are con- 
ferred, they ought never to forget the obligation: and 
I was neyer more concerned at any incident of my life, 


friendſhip and liberality, which I had occaſion to uſe, 
becauſe I have ſince learned, that he ſuſpected me of 


But to return to my ſituation in Bond- ſtreet, I bore 
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232 THE ADVENTURES Of 
lay hold on ſome innocent expreſſion of mine, which hie 
made the foundation of a quarrel ; and when I ftroyc 
to avoid theſe diſagreeable miſinterpretations, by read. 
ing or writing, he inceſſantly teized and tormented me 
with the imputation of being peevith, ſullen and re- 
ſerved... | | 5 ; 
Harraſſed by this unſufferable behaviour, I commu— 
nicated my cafe to Dr. S——— and his lady, intimat- 
ing that I neither could nor would expoſe myſelf any 
longer to ſuch uſage, The doctor exhorted me to bez: 
my fate with patience, and Mrs. S——— was ſilent 
on the ſubject ; ſo that I ſtil] heſitated between ſtaying 
and going, when the doctor being one night at ſupper, 
happened to have ſome words with my lord, who was 


ſo violently tranſported with paſſion, that J was attu- 


ally afraid of going to bed with him; and next morning 
when he waked, there was ſuch an expreſſion of fran- 


tic wildneſs in his countenance, that I imzgined he waz 


actually diſtracted. 


This alarming circumſtance confirmed me in my re- 


ſolution of decamping; and 1 accordingly moved ny 
quarters to a houſe in Sackville-ſtrect, where I ha 
Jodged when I was a widow. From thence I ſent * 
meſſage to the duke of L——-—, defiring he wont 
make my lord acquainted with the place of my abo, 
my reaſons for removing, and my intention to defend 
myſelf againſt all his attempts. The firft night of this 
ſeparation I went to bed by myſelf, with as much plea- 
ſure as a man would feel in going to bed to his miltrels, 
whom he had long folicited in vain ; ſo rejoiced was I 
to be delivered from my obnox10us bedfellow ! | 
From theſe lodgings I ſoon removed to Brook-ftreet, 
where I had not long enjoyed the ſweets of my eſcape, 
when I was importuned to return, by a new ſteward 


whom my lord had engaged in the room of H——-—n, 
This gentleman, who bore a very fair character, ma? 
ſuch judicious repie ſentations, and behaved fo candidly 
in the diſcharge of his function, that I agreed he ſhould 
act as umpire in the difference between us; and once 
more a reconciliation was effected, though his rp 
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began to be difſatisfied even before the execution of our 
agreement, in conſequence of which he attended me 


to Bath, whither I went for the benefit of my health, 


which was not a little impaired. | 
This accommodation had a ſurpriſing effet upon my 


lover, who, notwithſtanding his repeated declarations, 


that no woman ſhould ever gain ſuch an aſcendency oyer 
his heart, as to be able to giye him pain, ſuffered all 
the agonies of N þ ger love, when he now found 
himſelf deprived of the opportunities of ſeeing me, 
and behaved very differently from what he had ima- 
gined he ſhould ; his words and actions were deſpe- 


rate; one of his expreſſions to me was, * It is like 


twiſting my heart ſtrings, and tearing 1t out of my bo- 


Ax.“ Indeed I ſhould never have acted this part, had 


1 foreſeen what he would have ſuffered ; but I proteſt 
I believed him when he ſaid otherwiſe, fo much that 


his declaration on that ſubjeA, was the occaſion of my 
giving him up; and it was now too late to retract. 


In our expedition to the Bath I was accompanied by 


- very agreeable young lady, with whom I paſſed my 


time very happily, amid the diverſions of the place, 
which ſcreened me, in a good meaſure, from the yex- 
atious ſociety of my hopeful partner. From this place 


we repaired his ſeat in the country, where we ſpent a 
few months, and thence returned again to our houſe in 


| Bond-ftreet. Here, while I was confined to my bed 


by illneſs, it was ſuppoſed my indiſpoſition was no 


other than a private lying-in, though I was under the 


2 roof with my lord, and attended by his ſervants, 


While the diſtemper continued, my lord (to do him 


juſtice) behaved with all imaginable tenderneſs and 


If his actions were at all accountable, I ſhould think 


care; and his concern on theſe occaſions I have already 


mentioned, as a ftrange inconſiſtency in his diſpoſition, 


he took pains to fret me into a fever firſt, in order to 


- manifeſt his love and humanity afterwards. When IL 
\ recovered my ſtrength and ſpirits, I went abroad, faw 


company, and ſhould have been eaſy, had he been con- 


ex 


we] 


| tenicd ; but as my ſatisfaction increaſed, his good hu- 
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284 THE ADVENTURES OF 
mour decayed, and he baniſhed, from his houſe, one by 
one, all the people whoſe converſation could have made 
my life agreeable. 


I often expoſtulated with him upon this malignant 


behaviour, proteſting my deſire of living peaceably with 
him ; and begging he would not lay me under the ne- 
ceſſity of changing my meaſures. He was deaf to all 


my remonſrances, (though I warned him more than 


once of the event) perſiſted in his maxims ot perſecu- 
tion; and, after repeated quarrels, I again left his 
houſe, fully determined to ſuffer all ſorts of extre- 

mity, rather than ſubject myſelf to the tyranny of his 
diſſpoſition. 


This year was productive of one fatal event, which | 


J felt with the utmoit ſenhbility of ſorrow, and I ſhall 


always remember with regret : I mean the death of 


Mr. B -, with whom I conſtantly maintained an 
intimate correſpondence ſince the firit commencement of 
our acquaintance. He was one of the moſt valuable 
men, and promiſed to be one of the brighteſt ornaments 
that this or any other age had Produced. J enjoyed his 


friendſhip, without reſerve; and ſuch was the confi- 


dence he repoſed in my integrity, from long experi- 
ence of my truth, that he often ſaid he would believe 


my bare allertion, even though it ſhould contradict the 


evidence of his own ſenſes. Theſe being the terms up- 
on which we lived, it is not to be ſuppoſed that I bore 


the loſs of him without repining : indeed my grief 
was unſpeakable ; and though the edge of it be now 
ſmoothed by the lenient hand of time, I ſhall never 


ceaſe to cheriſh his Memory. with the moſt tender re- 


membrance. 


During the laſt period of my living with my lord, 


I had agreed to the expediency of obtaining an act of 
parliament, which would enable him to pay his debts ; 
on which occaſion there was a neceſſity for cancelling 
a deed that ſubſiſted between us, relating to a ſeparate 
maintenance; to which, on certain proviſions, I was 
intitled: and this was to be ſet aſide, ſo far as it inter- 


tered with the above-mentioned ſcheme, while the 4 
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ef it ſhould remain in force. When this affair was 
about to be tranſacted, my lord very generouſly inſiſted 
upon my concurrence, in annulling the whole ſettle- 
ment; and when J refuſed to comply with this de- 
mand, becauſe this was the fole reſource I had againſt 
his ill uſage, he would not proceed in the execution of 
kis plan, though by dropping it he hurt no body but 

himſelf ; and he accuſed me of having receded from 

my word, after I had drawn him into a conſiderable 
| expence. 0 ; | 
This imputation of breaking my word, which I defy 
| the whole world to prove I ever did, incenſed me the 
more, as I myſelf propoſed the ſcheme for his ſervice, 
although I knew the accompliſhment of it would en- 
danger the validity of my own ſettlement ; and my in- 
dignation was ſtill more augmented by the behaviour of 
Mr. G, who had always profeſſed a regard for my 
UVltereſt, and upon my laſt accommodation with my 
8 


— 
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lord, undertaken to effect a reconciliation between my 
father and me: but when he was queſtioned about the 
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; FF particulars of this difference, and deſired to declare 
. F whether his lordſhip or I was to blame, he declined the i 
office of arbitrator, refuſed to be explicit on the ſub- 0 
e ject, and by certain ſhrewd hums and ha's ſignified his i 
le miſapprobation of my conduct. Yet this very man, iſ 
\- FF vwhenT imparted to him, in confidence, my intention | 
e of making another retreat, and frankly aſked his opi- i 
of Þ nionof my deſign, ſeemed te acquieſce in the juſtice of 'l 
tit, in theſe remarkable words: Madam, if I thought | 
er or had hopes of my lord's growing better, I would | 
ex down on my knees, to deſire you to ſtay; but as I have I 
„dot, I ſay nothing.” „„ 0 
d, If he connived at my conduct in this particular, why 0 
ot ſhould he diſapprove of it, when all I aſked was but 100 N 
3; common juſtice ? But he was a dependent; and there- 0 
ng tore I excuſe his phlegmatic (not to call it unfriendly) | 
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ate behaviour. Indeed he could not be too cautions of 
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vas etring offence to his lordſhip, who "ſometimes made 0 
er- bim feel the effects of that wrath which other people had N 
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286 THE ADVENTURES OF. 
kindled; particularly, in conſequence of a ſmall ad- 
venture which happened about this very period of time, 

A very agreeable, ſprightly, good-natured young 
man, a near relation of my lord, happening to be at 
our houſe one evening, when there was a fire in the 
_ neighbourhood, we agreed to go and ſup at a tavern, 
en famille, and having fpent the evening with great 
nurth and good humour, this young gentleman, who 
was naturally facetious, in taking his leave, ſaluted us 
all round, My lord, who had before entertained ſome 
jealouſy of his Kinſman, was very much provoked by 
this trifling incident, but very prudently ſuppreſſed his 
diſpleaſure till he returned to his own houſe, where his 
rage co-operating with the Champagne he had drank, 


inflamed him to ſuch a degree of reſolution, that he 


ſprung upon the innocent G n, and collared him 
with great fury, though he was altogether unconcerngd 
in the cauſe of his indignation, 7s 


This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added to the 
other grievances under which I laboured, haſtened my 
reſolution of leaving him; and he to this day blames 
his relation, as the immediate cauſe of my eſcape, 
whereas he ought to place it to the account of his own 
madneſs and indiſcretion. When I retired to Park- 


ſtreet, he cautioned all my tradeſmen (not even e- 


cepting my baker) againſt giving me credit, aſſuring 
them that he would not pay any debts I ſhould con- 
tract; and the difficulties to which I was reduced, in 
_ conſequence of this charitable declaration, togetie! 
with the reflection of what I had ſuffered, and might 


_ undergo, from the caprice and barbarity of his diſpo- 
ſition, affected my health ſo much, that I was taken Þ. 


again ill, and my life thought in danger. 


M.!y conſtitution, however, got the better of my dil- 
| temper, and I was ordered into the country by my phy- 
ſicians for the benefit of the air; ſo that I found my- Þ 
ſelf under the neceſſity of keeping two houſes, when | Þ 
was little able to ſupport one, and ſet up my chariot, Þ.- 
becauſe I could not defray the expence of a h ö 
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coach; for I had jas much credit given me as I aſked 1 
for, notwithſtanding my lord's orders to the contrary. bl. 
: Having recruited my ſpirits in the country, I returned 1 

to town, and was viſited by my friends, who never FA 
; forſook me m adverſity, and in the fummer removed to 0 
N an houſe in Eſſex, where L lived a few months in great. 1a 
» tranquillity, unmoleſted by my tyrant, who ſometimes 18 
5 gave me a whole year's reſpite, Here I uſed to ride 5 

and drive by turns (as my humour diftated) with Kh 
1 1 * Ek Wk! 
1 horſes which were lent me : and I had the company 1 
of my lover, and another gentleman, who was a very "10 
i. | agtceable companion, and of hngular ſervice to me in 0 0 
Kk. the ſequel. DW ano 1 
ne At laſt, my lard having received intelligence of. the 1 
m place of my abode, and his tormenting humour recur- oY 


F 5 ring, he ſet out for my habitation, and in the morning 
9 appeared in his coach and fix, attended by Mr. 


= 
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ne | G——D, and another perſon, whom he had engaged 1 
oy for the purpoſe, witi ſeveral domeſticks armed. I im- f 
\ | mediately hut up my doors at his approach, and re- 
be tuſed him admittance, which he endeavoured to obtain 
un by a ſucceſſion of prayers and threats; but I was deat 


+ | to both, and reſolved to hold out to the laſt, Seeing me 
determined, he began his attack, and his ſervants actu- 


e ally forced their way into the houte; upon which I 

retreated up ſtairs, and fortified myſelf in my apart- 
n- 5 Ent 8 
ment, which the affailants ſtormed with ſuch fury, 
ler that the door began to give way, and I retired into an- 
9 other room. . 0 


” F Whilt I remained in this poſt, Mr. G——n de- 
manded a parley, in which he begged I would favour 
my lord with an interview, otherwiſe he knew not 
ab what would be the conſequence. To this remonſtrance 
[ replied, that I was not diſpoſed to comply with his 


1 | requelt ; and that though their deſign ſhould be mur- 

en! der, I was not at all afraid of death, Upon this decla- 1 

0h ration they renewed their attacks, which they carried i 

ner. on with indifferent ſucceſs till the afternoon, when my i 

zel; lord (as if he had been at play) ſent a formal meſſage i 
it 


to me, defiring that all hoſtilities ſhould ceaſe, till = 
45 = 1 | oth 
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28 THE ADVENTURES OP 
both parties ſhould have dined. At the fame time, 
my own ſervants came in for inſtructions ; and J or- 
dered them to let him have every thing which he ſhould 
call for, as far as the houſe would afford. 

He did not fail to make uſe of this permiſſion ; but, 
fitting down with his companions, eat up my dinner 
without heſitation, after he had paid me the compli- 
ment of deſiring to know what * ſhould ſend up to 
my apartment. Far from having any ftomach to par. 
take of his meal, I fat folitary upon my bed, in a ſtate 
of melancholy expectation, having faſtened the door 
of the outward room for my ſecurity, while I kept my 
chamber open for the convenience of the air, the wea- 
ther being exceflively hot. . 

His lordſhip having indulged his appetite, reſumed 
his attempt, and all of a ſudden, I heard a noiſe in the 
next room; upon which I ſtarted up, and perceiving 
that he had got into my antichamber, by the help of a 
bench that ſtood under the window, I flung to the door 
of my room, which I locked with great expedition, 

and opening another that communicated with the ſtair- 
| cafe, ran out of the houſe, through a crowd of more 
_ a hundred people, whom this tray had gathered to- 
_ gether. En” 5 
| a Being univerfally beloved in the neighbourhood, and 

reſpected by my lord's ſervants, I paſſed among them 
untouched, and took refuge in a neighbouring cottage; 
while his lordſhip bawled and roared for aſſiſtance, be- 


ing afraid to come out as he had got in. Without F | 


waiting for his deliberations, I changed cloaths with 
the poor woman who had given me ſhelter, and in her 


blue apron and firaw hat fallied out into the fields, in- ; 


tending to ſeek protection at the houſe of. a gentleman 


not far off, though I was utterly ignorant of the road 
that led to it. However, it was my good fortune to i 


meet with a farmer, who undertook to conduct me to 


the place; otherwiſe I ſhould have miſſed my way, 1 
and, in all probability, lain in the fields; for, by tt 


Und: E | 


time, it was eight o'clock at night. 


cc ie te 
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fuer) and after I had actually tumbled in the mire, and 


ſpirit, which never failed me on ſuch occaſions, J ar- 


| this tract, when my career was all of a ſudden ſtopt by 


| to leap (my horſe being an old hunter) if I ſhould find 
| myſelf purſued. However, with much difficulty L 
| made ſhift to open it, and arrived in ſafety at the houſe 
of my very good friend Mr. G 
| juſtice of the peace, had promiſed me his protection, if. 
it ſhould be wanted. 


bring information of his lordſhip's proceedings, and 
underſtood that he had taken poſſeſſion of my houſe, 
turned my ſervants adrift, and made himſelf maſter of 
Al my moveables, cloaths and papers, As for the pa- 
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Under the direction of this guide, I traverſed hedges 

and ditches, (for I would not venture to travel in the 
highway, leſt I ſhould fall into the hands of my pur- 


walked fix or ſeven long miles, by the help of a good 


rived at the place, and rung the bell at the garden-gate 
for admittance. Seeing my figure, which was very 
uncouth, together with my draggled condition, they 
denied me entrance; but when they underſtood who I 
was, immediately opened the door, and I was hoſpita- 
bly entertained, after having been the ſubje& of mirth, 
on account of my dreſs and adventure. 5 
Next day I returned, and took poſſeſſion of my 
houſe again, where I reſumed my former amuſements, 
which I enjoyed in quiet, for the {pace of a whole 
month, waiting with reſignation for the iſſue of my 
jawſuit; when one afternoon, I was apprized of his 
lordſhip's approach, by one of my ſpies, whom I al- 
ways employed to reconnoitre the road; and fo fortu- 
nate was J in the choice of theſe ſcouts, that I never wag 
betrayed by one of them, though they were often 
bribed for that purpoſe. _ | 3 
I no ſooner received this intelligence, than I ordered 
my horſe to be ſaddled, and mounting, rode out of 
light immediately, directing my courſe a different way 
from the London road. I had not long proceeded in 


a five-bar gate, which, after ſome heſitation, I reſolved _ 


„ who being a: 


Thus ſecured for the preſent, I fent out ſpies to 
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pers, they were of no conſequence, but of cloaths I had 
a good ſtack ; and when J had reaſon to believe that he 
did not intend to relinquiſh his conqueſt, I thought it 
was high time for me to remove to a greater diſtance 
from his quarters. Accordingly, two days after my 
eſcape, I ſet out at eleven o'clock at night, in a chariot 
and four, which 1 borrowed of my friend, attended by 
a footman, who was a ſtout fellow and well armed, 
I myſelf being provided with a brace of good piſtols, 
which I was fully determined to uſe, againſt any per- 


fon who ſhould preſume to lay violent hands upon me, 


except my lord, for whom a lets mortal weapon would 
have ſufficed, ſuch as a bodkin or a tinder box, No- 
thing could be farther from my intention, than the de- 
fire-of hurting any living creature, much leſs my hul- 
band; my deſigiu was only to defend myſelf from cru- 
elty and oppreſſion, which I knew by fatal experience, 
would infallibly be my lot, ſhould he get me into his 
power: and I thought I had as good a right to pre- 

terve my happineſs, as that which every individual 
has to preſerve his lite, eſpecially againſt a ſet of rut- 
fans, who were engaged to rob me of it, for a liitle 
dirty lucre. 8 | 8 . | 
In the midſt of our journey, the footman came vp, 
and told me I was dogg'd ; upon which 1 looked out, 
and ſeeing a man riding by the chartot-fide, preſented 
one of my piſtols out at the window, and preſerved that 


poſture of defence, until he thought proper to retreat, 


and rid me of the fears that attended his company. I 
arrived in town, and changing my equi page, hired an 
open chaiſe, in which (though I was almoſt ſtarved 
with cold) I travelled to Reading, which I reached by 
ten the next morning, and from thence proceeded far— 
ther in the country, with a view of taking refuge with 


. Mrs. C—;, who was my particular friend. Here! 


mould have found ſhelter, though my lord had been 
beforehand with me, and endeavoured to prepoſſeſs he: 
againſt my conduct, had not the houſe been crowded 
with company, among whom I could not poſſibly 5 
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my diſappointment, However, this was no time to in- 
tion and preſence of mind. After ſome deliberation, I 


as impatient to be at the end of my journey, I choſe 


moonlight. 
ney. My ſteck amounted to twelve guineas; and I 


conſequently running the riſk of being detected by my 


was under ſome apprehenſion of being overtaken with a 
piſtol-bullet in my flight, and therefore held down my 
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been concealed, eſpecially from her brother, who was 
an intimate friend ot my perſecutor. 

Things being thus fituated, I enjoyed but a very 
ſhort interview with her, in which her ſorrow and per- 
plexity on my account appeared with great expretlion 
in her countenance and though it was not in her 
power to afford me the relief I expected, ſhe, in the 
moſt gentcel manner, ſent after me a imall ſum of mo- 
ney, thinking that, confidering the hurry in which 1 
teft my houſe, I might have eccaſion for it on the 
road. I was by this time benumbed with cold, fa- 
tigued with travelling, and almoſt fretted to death by 


dulge deſpondence z ſince no body could, or would 
aſſiſt me, I rod the more in need of my own reſolu- 


ſteered my courſe back to London; and being unwil- 
ling to return by the ſame road in which 1 came, as well 


the Bagſhot way, and ventured to crofs tne heath by 


Here I was attacked by a foot-pad armed with a 
broad ſword, who came up, and demanded my mo- 


foreſaw, that ſhould I be ſtripp'd of the whole ſum, I 
could not travel without diſcovering who I was, and 


purſuer. On theie conſiderations, I gave the fellow 
three guineas and ſore ſilver; with which he was fo 
far from being fſatished, that he threatened to ſearch 
me for more: but | ordered the coachman to proceed, 
and by good fortune eſcaped that ceremony; though I 


head in the chaiſe, in imitation of ſome great men, wha 


are ſaid to have ducked in the ſame manner, in the day 


ct battle. | | | 

My feats happened to be diſappointed : J lay at an 
inn upon the road, and next day arrived in town, in 
the utmoſt difficulty and diſtreſs; for I knew not where 
os 8 2 5 to 
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to fix my habitation, and was deſtitute of all means 
of, ſupport. In this dilemma, I applied to my lawyer, 
who recommended me to the houſe of a tradeſman in 


Weſtminſter, where I lodged and boarded upon credit, 


with my faithful Abigail, (whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh by 
the name of Mrs. S——r) for the ſpace of ten weeks 


during which I ſaw nobody, and never once ſtirred 


abroad. 


While I was thus harraſſed out of all enjoyment of 
life, and reduced to the utmoſt indigence, by the cru- 


elty of my perſecutor, who had even ſtript me of weor- 


ing apparel, I made a conqueſt of lord B, a no- 


bleman who 1s now dead, and therefore I ſhall fay lit- 
| tle of his character, which is perfectly well known: 
| this only will I obſerve, that, next to my own tyrant, 

he was the perſon of whom I had the greateſt abhor- 
rence, Nevertheleſs, when theſe two came in compe- 


tion, I preferred the offers of this new lover, which 


were very conſiderable; and as an aſylum was the chief 
thing I wanted, agreed to follow him to his country 
feat, whither I actually ſent my cloaths, which I had 
, purchaſed upon credit 55 

However, upon mature deliberation, I changed my 


| mind, and ſignified my reſolution in a letter, deſirin 


at the ſame time, that my baggage might be ſent back. 
In conſequence of this meſſage, I expected a viſit from 
him, in all the rage of indignation and diſappoint- 


ment, and gave orders, that he ſhould not be admitted 


into my houſe: yet, notwithſtanding this precaution, 
he found means to procure entrance; and one of the 
firſt objects that I ſaw, next morning, in my bed- 
chamber, was my lover, armed with his horſe-whip, 
againſt which (from the knowledge of the man) I did 
not think myſelf altogether ſecure; though I was not 
much alarmed, becauſe I believed myſel? ſuperior to 
him in point of bravery, ſhould the worſt come to the 
| worſt : but, contrary to my expectation, and his uſual 
behaviour to our ſex, he accoſted me very politely, and 
began to expoſtulate upon the contents of my letter. 


q I freely told him that J had raſhly aſſented to his pio- : 


14 
polal, 
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poſal, for my own convenience only; that when I re- 


flected on what I had done, I thought it ungenerous 
in me to live with him upon theſe terms; and that, as 
I did not like him, and could not diſſemble, ſuch a 
correſpondence could never tend to. the ſatisfactiog of 
either. He allowed the inference was juſt, though he 
was very much chagrined at my previous proceeding : 


he relinquiſhed his claim, reftored my cloaths, and ne- 


ver afterwards upbraided me with my conduct in this 


affair; though he at one time owned, that he ſtill loved 


me, and ever ſhould, becauſe I had uſed him ill; a 
declaration that ftrongly marks the peculiarity of his 
character. As for my own part, I own that my beha- 
viour, on this occaſion, is no other way excuſable, 
than on account of the miſerable perplexity of my cir- 


cumſtances, which were often ſo calamitous, that 1 
wonder I have not been compelled to take ſuch Reps 


as would have rendered my conduct much more exctp- 
tionable than it really is. | 


At laſt, all my hopes were blaſted by the iſſue of my 


ſuit, which was determined in favour of my lord. 


Even then J retuſed to yield; on the contrary, coming 
out of retirement, I took lodgings in Suffolk-ſtreet, 
and ſet my tyrant at defiance. But, being unwiiling to 
truſt my doors to the care of other people, I hired an 
houſe in Conduit-ſtreetz and no ſooner appeared in 


the world again, than I was ſurrounded by divers and 


ſundry forts of admirers. I believe I received the in- 


cenſe and addreſſes of all kinds under the ſun, except 


that fort which was moſt to my liking, a man capa- 
ble of contracting and inſpiring a mutual attachment; 
but ſuch a one 1s equally. rare and ineſtimable : not 


but that TI own myſelf greatly obliged to all thoſe who 
Cultivated my good graces, though they were very 


little beholden to me; for, where I did not really love, 
I could never profeſs that paſſion : that ſort of diſſimu- 
lation is a ſlavery that no honeſt nature will nndergo. 
Except one worthy young man whom I ſometimes 


ſaw, they were a ſtrange medley of inſignificant beings ; . 


one was inſipid, another ridiculoully affected, a third 
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void of all education, a fourth altogether inconſiſtent 
and in ſhort, I found as many tr ifling characters among 
the men, as ever I obſerved in my own ſex. Some of 
them I endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, 


while they attempted to make a proſelyte of me; but 


finding the taſk impracticable on both tides, we very 

wiſely dropt each other, 
At length however, I was bleſſed with the acquaint - 
ance of one nobleman, who 1s, perhaps, the firit cha- 
racter in England, in point of honour, integrity, wit, 
fenſe and benevolence: when J have thus diſtinguiſhed 
him, I need ſcarce mention lord —— This great, 
this good man, poſſeſſed every accompliſhment requi- 
ſite to inſpire admiration, love and eſteem. With in- 
finitely more merit than almoſt ever fell to one man's 
ſhare, he manifeſts ſuch dithdence of his own quali- 
fications, as cannot fail to prepoſſeſs every company in 
his faveur. He ſeems to obſerve nothing, yet ſees 

every thing; his manner of telling a ſtory, and mak- 
ing trifles elegant, is peculiar to hiraſelf ; and though 
he has a tnoviand oddities, they ſerve only to m ake 
him more agreeable. After what I have ſaid, it may 
be ſuppo! My that I was enamoured of his perſon : but 
this was not the caſe ; love is altogether capr icious and 
fanciful; yet I admire, honour, and eſteem him to the 
higheſt degree ; and when I obſerve, that his character 


reſembled that of my dear departed friend Mr. B - 
or rather, that Mr. B— „ had he lived, would 
have reſembled lord -—, I pav the higheſt - 


compliment I can conceive both to the living and the 
dead. . 

In this nobleman's fdp and converfation I 
thought myſelf happy; though I was, as uſual, ex- 
poſed to the indefatigable efforts of my lord, Who, one 
day, while I was favonred with the company of this 
generous friend, appeared at my door in his coach; 
attended by another gentleman, who demanded en- 
trance, with an air of authority. Avery honeit foot» 
man, who has] been long in my ſervice, ran up ſtairs 
in the uunoſt confter nation, and gave me an account of 

| what. 


hat. PS. a fo co oo. 


ſo much affected with this unexpected aſſault, that 


ſhocked in his life, than at the horror which appeared 


dier opening the ſaſh, in order to anſwer him accord- 


ſpirits, I refolved to repair again to France, my beſt 


able uneaſineſs and agitation of mind, from the nature 
of my ſituation, my tranquillity bein 
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what had happened below. Upon which I told him he 
had nothing to anſwer for, and ordered him to keep 
the door fait ſlut againſt all oppoſition : though I Was 


lord ſaid, he was never more ſurprized and 


in my countenance, when I ſaw the coach ſtop at my 
door. | | | | | 
My little hero being refuſed admittance, went away, 661 
threathened to return ſpeedily, with a reinforcement; — 
and during this interval, I provided myſelf with a ſol- "Ot 
dier, whom I placed centinel at the door withinſide, 
to guard me from the danger of ſuch aſſaults for the 
future. My lord, true to his promiſe, marched back 
with his auxiliaries, reinforced with a conſtable, and 
repeated his demand of being admitted; and my ſol- 


ing to my directions, he no ſooner perceived the red 
coat, than he was ſeized with ſuch a panick, that he 
inſtantly fled with great precipitation; and when he 
recounted the adventure, like Falſtaff in the play, mul- 
tiplied my guard into a whole file of muſketeers. He 
alſo made ſhift to difcover the gentleman, who had been 
ſo kind as to lend me one of his company, and com- 
paained of him to the Duke of N —, in hopes of 
ſeeing him broke for his miſdemeanour ; but in that 
expectation he was luckily diſappointed. _ | 
Perceiving that in England I ſhould never enjoy 
peace, but be continually ſubje& to thoſe alarms and 
ditquiets which had already impaired my health and 


refuge and ſure retreat from the perſecution of my ty- 
rant. Yet, before I took this ſtep, I endeavoured, by 
the advice of my friends, to conceal myſelf near Wind- 
for; but was in a little time diſcovered by my lord, 
and hunted out of my lurking place, accordingly. I 
then removed to Chelſea, where I ſuffered inconceiv= 


g thus inceſſantly 


invaded by a man who could not be fatisfied with me, 
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and yet could not live without me: fo that, though I 
was very much indiſpoted, I ſet out for France, by the 
way of the Hague, as the war had ſhut up all other 
communication, having no other attendant but my 
woman S———r, who, though ſhe dreaded the ſea, 
and was upon the brink of matrimony, , would not 
quit me in ſuch a calamitous condition, until I was 
Joined by my footman and other maid, whom J order- 
ed to follow me with the baggage. But, before my 
departure, I ſent a meſſage to lord —, demand- 
ing my cloaths, which he had ſeized in Eſſex; and he 
refuſing to deliver them, I was obliged to equip my- 
ſelf anew, upon credit, | | 


I was 1 with money for my journey by my 


good friend I. z and after a ſhort and pleaſant 
paſſage, arrived at the Hague, where I ſtayed two 
months, and parted with S r, on whom I ſettled 
an annuity of five and twenty pounds, payable out of 
the proviſion which I had, or might obtain from my 
Huſband. The ſame allowance that I prevailed upon 
lord B— to grant to another maid, who attended me 
while I lived in his houſe. 5 


I did not much reliſh the people in Holland, becauſe 


they ſeemed intirely devoied to ſelf-intereſt, without 
any taſte for pleaſure or politeneſs ; a ſpecies of diſpo- 
ſition that could not be very agreeable to me, who al- 
ways deſpiſed money, had an unbounded benevolence 
of heart, and loved pleaſure beyond every other other 
| conſideration. When I fay pleaſure, I would not be 
| underſtood to mean ſenſuality, which conſtitutes the 
ſupreme happineſs of thoſe only, who are void of ſen- 
| timent and imagination. Nevertheleſs, I received ſome 
civilities in this place; and among the reſt, the reputa- 
tion of having for my lover the king of P————'s 
* miniſter, who was young and airy, and viſited me of- 
ten; circumſtances that were ſufficient to lay me under 
the imputation of an amour, which I frequently in- 


curred without having given the leaſt cauſe of ſul- Z 


picion. 75 
| Having 


pd A; Aa eee eee wo. wants 02 2 


Dr e t . a == OY run 


>, a ww — 80 


whom I had choſe for that purpoſe, and arrived at 


in the moſt ſuppjiant manner, that they would ſpare 


ruffians came into the coach, and taking my keys, 


packing. 
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_ Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, I departed 
from the Hague, in company with an Engliſh woman, 


— 


Antwerp, with much difficulty and danger, the high- 
way being infeſted with robbers. After having re- 
poied myſelf a few days in this city, I hired a coach 
tor myſelf, and ſet out, with my companion, for 
Bruſſels; but, before we reached Mechlin, our vehi- 
cle was attacked by two huſſars, who, with their ſa- 
bres drawn, obliged the coachman to drive into a wood 
ncar the road. I at firſt imagined they wanted to ex- 
amine our paſſports, but was ſoon too well convinced 
of their defign; and though very much ſhocked at the 
diſcovery, found reſolution enough to ſuppreſs my 
concern, ſo that it ſhonld not aggravate the terrors of Wi 
the young woman, who had almoſt died with appre- 
henſion. I even encouraged her to hope for the beſt ; VAR 

and addreſſing myſelf to the robbers in French, begg'd 
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our lives; upon which, one of them, who was a little 
fellow, afſured me in the ſame language, that we had 
nothing to fear for our perſons. 


When we were conveyed in a ſtate of dreadful ſuſ- 
penſe about three quarters of a mile into the wood, the 


which I kept ready in my hand for them, opened three 
large trunks, that contained my baggage, and empty- 
ing them of every thing but my hoops and a few 
books, packed up their booty in a cloth ; then robbed. 
me of my money and jewels, even to my ſhoe-buckles 
and fleeve buttons, took my footman's laced hat, and 
gave it, by way of gratthcation, to a peaſant, who 
came from behind the buſhes, and aſſiſted them in 


This: affair being diſpatched, they ordered us to re- 
turn to the road, by a different way from that in which 
we were carried into the wood 3 and mounting their 
horſes, rode off with the plunder, though not before 
tlie little Fellow, who was the leaſt ferocious of the 
do, tag came and haken me by the hand, wiſhing us 


— 0 good 
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a good journey; a compliment which I heartily return 
ed, being extremely wel] pleaſed at the retreat of two 
ſuch companions, who had detained us a whole half 
hour ; during which, notwithſtanding the aſſurance T 
had received, I was in continual 2pprehenfion of ſeeing 
their operation concluded with the murder of us all; 
for I ſuppoſe they were of that gang, who had ſome 
time before murdered a French officer, and uſed a lady 
extremely ill, after having rifled her of all ſhe had. 

Having thus uncergone pillage, and being reduced 
to the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, it is 
not to be ſupp zoſed that my reflections were very com- 
fortable; and yet, though I ſuſtained the whole da- 
mage, I was the only perſon in the company who bore 
the accident with any reſolution and preſence of mind. 
My coachman and valet ſeemed quite petrified with 
fear; and it was not, till T had repeated my directions, 
that the former drove ſuther into the wood, and took 
the firſt turning to the right, in order to regain the 
road, according to the command of the robbers, which 
1 did not chooſe to diſobey. 

This misfortune I ſuffered by the milinformation 1 
received at Antwerp, where I would have provided 
myſelf with an eſcort, had not I been afiured, that 
there was not the leaſt occaſion to put myleit to ſuch 
extraordinary expence : and indeed, the robbers took 
the only halt hour-in which they could have had an 
opportunity of plundering us for we no ſooner re- 
turned into the highway, than we met with the French 
artillery coming from Bruſſels, which was a ſecurity to 
us during the reſt of our journey. We were after— 
wards informed at a ſmall village, that there was ac- 
tually a large gang of deferters, who harboured in that 
wood, from which they made excurſions in the heigh-— 
Kourtiood; and kept the pentants in continual alzrine 

Having proceeded a little way, we were 8 
the artillery croſiing a bridge; and as the train ww.” 
very long, muſt have been detained till night, bad no 
a ſoldier informed me, that if I would take the troub!: 
to come out of my coach, and apply to the COMMA: 
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| dant, he would order them to halt, and allow me to 
pals. I took the man's advice, and was by him con- 
ducted, with much difficulty, through the crowd to 
ſome officers, who ſeemed ſcarce to deſerve the name 
for, when I ſignified my requeſt, they neither roſe up, 
nor deſired me to tit down; but lolling in their chairs, 
with one leg ſtretched out, aſked with an air of di{- 
reſpectful ralllery, w here I was going; and when 1 
anſwered To Paris;“ deſired to know what I would 
do there. 
I, who am naturally civil where I am civitly ule, 
and ſaucy enough where I think myſelf treated with - 
dilregard, was very much piqued at their inſolent and 
unmannerly beha viour, and began to reply to their im- 
pertinent queſtions, very abruptly ; ſo that a very tart 
dialogue would have enſued, had not the converſa- 
tion been interrupted by a tall, thin, genteel young. 
French nobleman, an officer in The army, who chanc- 
ing to come in, alked with great politeneſs, what I 
would pleaſe to have. I then repeated my defire, and 
produced my paſſports, by which he learned who 
I was, He immediately gave orders, that my coach. 
ſhould paſs ; and afterwards viſited nie at Paris, hav- 
ing obtained my permiſſion, and taken my addrefs at 
parting ; white the others, underſtanding my name 
and quality, aſked pardon for their impolite carriage, 
which they told me was owing to the repreſentation of 
the ſoldier, who gave them to underſtand, that I was 
a ſtrolling actreſs, _ 

1 could not help laughing heartily at this miſtake, 
which might have proceeded from the circumſtances of 
appearance, my footman having been obliged ta 
change hats with the peaſant, and "myſelf being with- 
out buckles in my ſhoes, and buttons in my riding. 
ſkirt while my countenance ſtill retained marks of my 
fear and confuſion I had undergone. After all, per- 
haps, the fellow was a droll, and wanted to entertain 
himſelf at my expence. 

The day was ſo far conſumed in theſe adventures, 
that I was obliged to take up my lodging at Mechlin, 

where 
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where I addrefſed myſelf to the intendant, giving him 


an account of the diſaſter I had met with, and deliring 
I might have credit at the inn, as our whole company 


could not raiſe the value of fix-pence. This gentle- 


man, tho' a provincial, was polite in his way, and 
not only granted my requeſt, but invited me to lodge 
at his own houſe, I accordingly gave him my compa- 
ny at ſupper, but did not chooſe to fleep in his quar- 
ters, becauſe he appeared to be what the French cal] 
wn Vieux debauche. | ; ME wh 

Next day, he ſent a trumpet to the general, with a 
detail of my misfortune, in hopes of retrieving what 


I had loſt; but, notwithſtanding all poſſible ſearch, 1 


was fain to put up with my damage, which, in lincn, 
| Jaces, cloaths and baubles, amounted to upwards of 
ſeven hundred pounds : a loſs which never deprived 
me of one moment's reſt ; for though I lodged at a 
miſerable inn, and lay in a paultry bed, I ſlept as found 
as if nothing extraordinary had happened, after I had 
written to London and Paris, directing that the pay- 
ment of my bills of credit might be ſtopped. Indeed, 


1 know but of two misfortunes in life, capable of 
depreſſing my ſpirits, namely the loſs of health and 


friends; all others may be prevented, or endured. 


The articles of that calamity, which I chiefly regret - 


ted, were a picture of lord W———m, and ſome ini 
mitable letters from Mr. B . 


known, I got credit for ſome neceſſaries, and borrowed 
twenty guineas to defray the expence of my journey to 


Paris. Having conſulted with my friends, about the 


iafeſt method of travelling through Flanders, I was 
perſuaded to take places in the public Voiture ; and ac- 
cordingly departed, not without fears of finding one 
part of the country as much infeſted with robbers as 
another. Nor were theſe apprehenſions aſſuaged by 


the converſation of my fellow-travellers, who being ot 


the lower ſort of people that delight in exaggeratin 2 


Aangers, entertained me all the way, with an account 


From Mechlin I proceeded to Bruſſels, where ing 
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of all the robberies and murders which had been com- 

mitted on that road, with many additional circumſtan- 
ces of their own invention. 

After having been two days expoſed to this comfort- 
able converſation, among very diſagreeable company, 
which is certainly one of the moſt dilagreeable ſituati- 
ons in life, I arrived at Lifle, where, thinking the 
dangerous part of the journey was now paſt, I hired 

a poſt-chaiſe, and in two days more reached Paris, 
dt any further moleſtation. | 

Upon my arrival in this capital, I was immediately 
viſited by my old acquaintances, who hearing my dif- 
aſter, offered me their cloaths, and infiited upon my 
wearing them, until I could be otherwiſe provided. 
They likewiſe engaged me in parties, with a view of 
amuſing my imagination, that I might not grow me- 
JanC.oly in reflecting upon my loſs; and deſired me 
to repeat the particulars of my tory forty times over, 
expreſſing great ſurprize at our not being murdered, 
or raviſhed at leaſt. As for this laſt ſpecies of out- 
rage, the tear of it never once entered my head, other- 
wiſe I thould have been more ſhocked and alarmed 
than T really was: but it ſeems this was the chief cir- 
e of my companion's apprehenſions; and I | 

annot help obſerving, that an homely woman is more 
opt to entertain thoſe fears, thantone whoſe perſon ex- 
poſes her to much more imminent danger. However, 
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I now learned, that the riſk I ran was much greater 
than 1 imagined it to be, thoſe ruſhans wing familia- i 
> |. 2ized to rape as well as murder. | 
3 Soon after my appcarance in Paris, I was favoured } 
; | vith the addrefles of ſeveral French lovers, but I never 
- | Had any taſte for foreigners, or indeed for any amuſe- 
„ ment of that kind, except ſuch as were likely to be 
3 | -:afting and ſettled upon a more agr ecable footing than 
„ i ihat of common gallantry, Vhen I deviated from | 
t | this principle, my conduct was the effect of compul- g 
» fon, and therefore J was never eaſy under it, having 
© | been reduced to the alternative of two evils, the leaſt } 
f pt which 1 Was obliged. to chooſe, as à man leaps | 
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into the ſea, in order to eſcape trom a ſhip that is on 
ne; --. 

Though I rejected their love, I did not refuſe their 
company and converſation ; and though my health was 
conſiderably impaired by the ſhock I received in my 
laſt adventure, Which was conliderably greater than [ 
at firſt imagined, and affected my companion ſo much, 
that ſhe did not recover her ſpirits, till ſhe returned to 
England; I fay, though 1 was for ſome time a valetu- 
dinarian, I enjoyed myſelf in great tranquillity for 
the ſpace of ten months, during. which, I was vitited 
by: Engliſh, Scotch, and French, of all parties and 
perluations ; ; for pleaſure is of no faction, and that 
was the chief object of my purſuit ; neither was I fo 
_ ambitious of being a politician, as to employ my time 
and thoughts upon ſubjects which I did not underſtand, 
I had admirers of all ſides, and ſhould have ſpeut my 
time very much to my liking, had not J felt my funds 
ſenſibly diminiſh, without any proſpect of their being 
repaired; for I had been obliged to lay out a great | 
part of the ſum allotted for my ſubſiſtence, in ſupply- 
mg my companion, my ſervant and myſelf with ne- 
| ceſſaries, in licu of thoje which we had loſt. | 

Having before mine eyes the uncomfortable proſ— 
pect of wanting money in a ſtrange place, I found 
myſelf under the neceility of returning to England 
where I had more reſources than I could poſſibly have 
among 1 and with that view wrote to lord 
| defiring that I might be enabled to 
dre my obligations at Paris, by the payment of 
my pin: money. Thus a negotiation commenced, and 
his lordſhip promiſed to remit money for the clearance 
of my Paris debts, which amounted to four hundred 
pounds: but he would not advance one farthing more, 
though I gave him to underitand, that while he pro- 
tracted tne agreement, I muſt inevitably be adding to 
my incumbrances, and that I ſhould be as effet Knall 
detained by a debt of twenty pounds, as if I owed a 
thouland.. Not y ithſtanding all my repreſentations 87 

he 


which I had at firſt ſtipulated ; fo that all mY meaſures 
were rendered abortive, and] I found it altogether 
impracticable to execute thoſe reſolutions 1 had torm— 


veneration. Indeed. his confidence in my integrity is 


| Was i mvolved in freth ditficulties, from bien found 


canon to wiite a letter to ny bene factor lord 


which would neither permit me to retun to E neland, 


hiſhman of immenſe fortune took Paris in his way 
from Italy, accompanied by a meſt agreeable Scotch- 


ted a deiire of being known to me, and accordingly 


„t bafifuluets, through which, however, could dif 
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he would not part with one ſhilling over the neat ſum 


ec in his tavour, 
Thus did be for a mere trifle. barrels the wo-. 
man for whom he profeſſes the moſt unlimited love, 
and whoſe principles he pretends to hold in the utmoſt 


not without foundation; for mary wives, with one 
half of my provoc ation, would have ruined him to all 
mtents and purpose oo Nhereas notwithſtanding all the | 
extraordinary expences to which J have been expoled 
by his continval perſecution, he never paid a failing 
vpon my account, exc#pt one thouſand ;.cunds exclu- 
five of the {mill allowance which was 155 due. In a 
word, fo much time clapled before my lord could pre- 
van upon Im to advance the bare four hundred, thot I. 


it impoſlibſe to extricate myielt : anc though 1 had oc- 


in which 1 expreliect my acknuwiedgment for pait fa- 
vours, I coulda not ventureto folrcit more; even when 
I was nen agech by a very ohliging antwer, wherein 
he declared, that the good oualiti: s of iy mind and 
heart, would bind him to me in friendthip for ever. 

While I ruminsted on my uncomfortable fituation, 


nor to ſtav much longer Where I was, a young "Eng- 


man of very good ſenſe and great vivacity. It was my 
good or il fortune to become enn inted with theſe 
gentlemen, who having ſeen me at the opera, expreſ- 


favomed me with a vitit one afternoon, when the br riſk 
Nerth-Briton vicroflcd the whole converſation ; While 


* 12 


the other emed tearfol and wiiindent.even to a degree 


rtl ? * 


à delicate nnn F in Uncommon under and- 
N ing. 
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ing. There was in his perſon (which was very agree- 
able) as well as in his behaviour, a certain narvete 
that was very pleaſing ; and at this firſt interview, we 
reliſhed each other's company ſo well, that a fort of 


Intimacy immediately commenced, and was carried on 


in a ſucceſſion of parties of pleaſure, in the courſe of 
which I found him fraught with all the tenderneſs and 
ſentiment that render the heart ſuſceptible of the moſt 
refined love; a diſpoſition that immediately made me 
partial to him, while it ſubjected his own heart to all 
the violent impreſſions of a paſſion, which I little ima- 
gined our correſpondence would have produced. 


| Nevertheleſs, I was far from being diſpleaſed with 


my conqueſt, becauſe his perſon and qualifications, as 
well as his manner of addreſs, were very much to my 
liking, and recommended him in a particular manner 
to my affection. Indeed, he made a greater progreſs 


in my heart than I myſelf ſuſpected; for there was 
ſomething congenial in our ſouls, which from our firſt 


meeting J believe had attracted us (unknown to our- 
ſelves) under the notions of friendthip and regard, 
and now diſcloſed itſelf in the molt paſſionate love. 

I liſtened to his addreſſes, and we were truly happy. 
His attachment was the quinteſſence of tenderneſs and 


ſincerity, while his generoſity knew no bounds. Not 


contented with having paid twelve hundred pounds on 
my account, m the ſpace of one fortnight, he would 


have loaded me with preſent after preſent, had not f 


abſolutely refuſed to accept ſuch expenſive marks of 
his munificence. I was even mortified at thoſe inſtances 


of his liberality, which my fituation compelled me to 


receive, left, being acquainted with my diſpoſition, he 
ſhould ſuſpect me of being intereſted in my love, and 
judge my conduct by the malicious reports of common 
fame, which (he afterwards owned) had at firſt ob- 
tained ſuch credit with him, that he believed our mu- 
tual attachment would not be of long duration. But, 
in this particular, he was ſoon undeceiyed : his heart, 
though naturally adapted for the melting 5 ha 
* . „ N then 
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hitherto eſcaped untouched by all the ladies of Italy 
and France; and therefore the firſt impreſſions were the 


more deeply fixed. As he was unpracticed in the ways 


of common gallantry and deceit, the ſtriking ſimplici- 


ty in his character was the more likely to engage the 


heart of one who knew the perfidy of the world, and 
deſpiſed all the farce and bombaſt of faſhionable pro- 


feſſion, which I had always conſidered as the phraſe 
of vanity and oftentation, rather than the genuine lan- 
guage of love. Beſides, gratitude had a conſiderable 


ſhare in augmenting my affection, which manifeſted it- 


ſelf in ſuch a warm, cordial, artleſs manner, as in- 


creaſed his eſteem and rivetted his attachment; for he 


could eafily perceive, from the whole tenour of my 


conduct, that my breaſt was an utter ſtranger to craft 
and diſſimulation: yet I was at firſt fearful of contract- 
ing any engagement with him, becauſe being younger 
than me, he might be more apt to change, and the 


world might be malicious enough to ſuppoſe I had 
practiſed upon his inexperience ; but conſcious of my 

own integrity, I ſet ſlander at defiance, truſting to my 
own behaviour, and his natural probity, for the con- 


tinuance of his love. Though we did not live together 


in the ſame houſe, the greateſt part of our time was 


ſpent in each other's company ; we dined and ſupped 
at the ſame table, frequented public places, went up- 
on parties to the country, and never parted, but for a 
few hours in the night, which we paſſed in the utmoſt 


impatience to meet again. 


In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, when 
my felicity was interrupted by a fit of jealouſy with 


Which! happened to be ſeized. I had contracted an ac- 


quaintance with a young married lady, who, though 


| her perſonal attractions were but flender, was, upon 
the whole, an agieeable, chearful, good natured com- 
panion, with 2 little daſh of the coquette in her com- 


poſition. This woman being in very indigent circum- 
ſtances, occaſioned by ſome loſſes her huſband had ſuſ- 
tained, no ſooner had an opportunity of ſeeing and 


| converſing with my lover, than ſhe formed the deſign 


of 
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of making a conqueſt of him. I ſhould have forgiven 
her for this ſcheme, whatever pangs it might have colt 


me, had I believed it the effect of real paſſion ; but! 
knew her too well, to ſuppoſe her heart was ſuſcepti- 


ble of love, and accordingly reſented it. In the exe- 
cution of her plan, ſhe neglected nothing which the 
thought capable of engaging his attention. She took 
all opportunities of ſitting near him at table, ogled 

him in the moſt palpable manner, directing her whole 
_ difcourſe to him, trod upon his toes; nay, I believe, 
ſqueezed his hand. My blood boiled at her, though 
my pride, for {ome time, enabled me to conceal my 
uneaſineſs; till at length her behaviour became ſo ar- 
rogant and groſs, that I could no longer ſuppreſs my 
indignation, and one day told my lover, that I Would 
immediately renounce his correſpondence. | 

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected declara- 
tion; and when he underſtood the cauſe of it, aſſured 
me, that for the future he would never exchange one 


word with her. Satisfied with this mark of his ſince- 


rity and regard, I releaſed him from this promiſe, 
which. he could not poſſibly keep, while ſhe and [I 
lived upon any terms; and we continued to viſit each 
other as uſual, though the ſtij] perſiſted in her endea- 
vours to rival me in his affection, and contracted an 
intimacy with his companion, who ſeemed to entertain 
a paſſion for her, that ſhe might have the more fre— 
quent opportunities of being among us; for ſhe had no 
objection againſt favouring the addreſſes of both. One 
evening, 1 remember, we ſet out in my coach for the 
opera; and in the way, this inamorata was ſo buly 
with her feet, that | was incenſed at her behaviour; and 
when we arrived at the place, refuſed to alight; but 
ſetting them down, declared my intention of returning 


home immediately. She was fo much pleaſed with 


this intimation, that ſhe could not conceal the joy 1h: 
felt at the thoughts of converſing with him, uninter- 
rupted by my preſence ; an opportunity with which I 
had never favoured her before. This open exultation 
increaſed my anger and anxiety : 1 went home Arcs 

© „ 1 elng 


being ſtill tortured with the reflection of having left 


"ook poſſeſſion of one that fronted them, and recon- 


from her as the place would permit, and his head turn- 


hipts, and with her large hoop almoſt over-ſhadowed 


ple of Paris, But I reflected, in a moment, upon the 


| plagued him ſo much. 


| thoſe creatures, who, tho' of little conſequence in 
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them together, adjuſted myfelf in the glaſs, though I 
was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and 
without further delay returned to the opera. 
Having inquired for the box in which they fat, I 


ſi — 
eee 


noitring them, without being perceived, had the fatis- 
faction of ſeeing him removed to as great a diſtance 


—_— 4 * 
re 


ed another way, Compoſed by this examination, I 
joined them without further ſcruple, when my young 
gentleman expreſſed great joy at my avi, and 
told me he was determined to have left the entertain- 
ment, and come in queſt of me, had not I returned at 
that inſtant, 

In our way homewards, my rival cipenited ner oſoal 


my lover from my view: upon which my jealouſy and 
wrath recurred with ſuch violence, that I pulled the 
firing, as a ſignal for the coachman to ſtop, with a 
view of gettipg out, and going home a- foot; a ſtep. 
which would have afforded a new ſpectacle to the peo 


folly of ſnch a reſolution, and ſoon recolleQed mytelf, 
by calling my pride to my aitiſtance. I determined, 
however, that ſhe ſhould act no more ſcenes of this 
kind in my preſence, and that ſame night inſiſted upon 
my lover's dropping a'l intercourſe and connexion with 
this tormentor. He very cheartully complied with my 
defire, and was even clad of an becalion to break off 
his acquaintance with a perſon about whom I bad 


Thus was I freed from the perſecution of one of 


themſelves, are yet the peſts of ſociety, and find means 
to deſtroy that harmony which reigns between two 
lovers, by the intruſion of a Jooſe appetite, void of all 
tenfibility and diſcretion : having no feeling themſelves, 
they cannot ſympathize with that of other people, and 
do n:iichicf out of meer wantonneſs. 


Ny 
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 _ My lover being obliged to go to England, had ſet- 
tled me in a genteel houſe in Paris, with a view of re- 
turning when his affairs ſhould be adjuſted ; but when 
the time of his departure approached, he began to be 
uneaſy at the proipe& of ſeparation, and in order to 
alleviate his anxiety, deſired me to accompany him to 
Calais, where we ſtayed together three or four days, 
during which the dread of parting became more and 
more intenſe: ſo that we determined upon my follow- 
ing him into England, by the firſt opportunity, where 
I ſhould live altogether ic. that I might be con- 
cealed from the inquiries and attempts of my lord. 
Even after this reſolution was fixed, we parted with 
all the agonies of lovers who deſpair of ever meeting 
again; and the wind blowing very high after he had 
embarked, increaſed my fears. But by the return of 
the packet-boat, I was bleſſed with the report of his 


| being ſafe arrived in England, and had the ſatisfaction | | 


of peruſing his letters by every poſt. , . 
My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in concerting ſome 
private method of conveying myſelf to him. As J 
would not truſt myſelf in the common packet, for fear 
of being diſcovered, after having revolved divers 


| ſchemes, I determined to tranſport myſelf in one of f 
the Dutch fiſhing- boats, tho' I knew the paſſage would 


be hazardous; but, in a caſe of ſuch intereſting con- 
cern, I overlooked all danger and inconvenience, Be- 
fore I put this reſolution in practice, I was fo fortu- 
nate as to hear of a ſmall Engliſh veſſel that arrived at 
Calais with a priſoner of war, in which I embarked 
with my companion, and another lady, who lived with 
me for ſoine time afterwards; and when we came on 
board, diſcovered that the ſhip was no other than a 
light collier, and that her whole company amounted te 
no more than three men. Nevertheleſs, tho' the ſea 
was ſo rough, and the weather ſo unpromiſing, that no 
other boat would venture to put to fea, we ſet ſail, 


and between two ſtorms, in about three hours arrived 


in lafety at Dover. 


From 
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From hence my firſt companion went to her friends, 


in the ſtage- coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open poſt-chaiſe (tho* it ſnowed very haril) and 


without any accident performed our journey to Lon- 


don, where I met with my lover, who flew to my 


arms in all the tranſports of impatient joy; and, doubt- 
leſs, I deſerved his affection, for the hardſhips, perils, 
and difficulties I had undergone to be with him; for 


I never ſcrupled to undertake any thing practicable, 
in order to demonſtrate the ſincerity of what I pro- 
felled. _ „ | Ss | 

In conſequence of our plan, I aſſumed a fiftitious 
name, and never appeared in publick, being fully ſa— 
tisfied and happy in che company and converſation of 


the man I loved; and when he went into the country, 


contented mylelt with his correſpondence, which he 


punctually maintained, in a ſeries of letters equally | 
ſenſible, ſincere and affectionate. | 


Upon his return to town for the remainder of the 


ſeaſon, he devoted the greateſt part of his time to our 


> 


mutual enjoyment ; left me with reluctance, when he 


was called away by indiſpenfible buſineſs, and the civi- 


| tity which was due to his acquaintance, and very ſeldom 


went to any place of public entertainment, becauſe I 
could not accompany and ſhare with him in the diver- 
fion : nay, fo much did I engroſs his attention, that 


one evening, after he had been teized into an agree- 
ment of meeting ſome friends at a play, he went thi. 


ther preciſely at the appointed hour, and as they did 


not arrive punctually at the very minute, he returned 
to me immediately, as much rejoiced at his eſcape as 
if be had met with ſome ſignal deliverance. Nor was 
dis conſtancy inferior to the ardour of his love: we. 
went once together to a ball in the Hay-market, where, 
in the midſt of a thouſand fine women, whoſe charms 
were inhanced by the peculiarity of the dreſſes they 
| wore, he remained unſhaken, unſeduced, preſerving 
dis attachment for me, in ſpite of all temptation. | 


In the ſummer he provided me with a houſe in the 


ne igbbourhood of his own; but the accommodations 
75 e being 


2 
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being bad, and that country affording no other place 
fit for my reſidence, he brought me home to his own 
ſeat, and by that ſtep ratjed an univerſal clamour, tho' 
1 ſaw no company, and led fach a folitary life, that 
nothing but exceſſive love could have ſupported my 
ſpirits: not but that he gave me as much of his time 
as he could poſſibly ſpare from the neceſſary duties of 
paying and receiving viſits, together with the avoca- 
tions of hunting, and other country amuſements, 
which I could not partake. Formerly, indeed, I uſed 
to hunt and ſhoot, but I had left off both; ſo that L 
was now reduced to the alternative of reading and 
| walking by myſelf: but, lia de made up for all defi- 
ciencies to me, who think nothing elſe worth the living 
for! Had IT been bleſſed with a partner for life, 
who could have loved ſincerely, and inſpired me with 
 @ mutual flame, I would have ajred no more of Fate, 

Intereſt and ambition have uo fhare in my com "Ofation 3 
love which is pleaſure, or pleaſure which is love, 
makes up the whole, A heart jo giſroſed cannot be de- 

id of other good qualities; it mujt be ſubject to the 
impreſſions of humanity and beneUcience, aud enemy io 
nothing but itſelf, This you wili give me leave to 
affirm, in juſtice to myſelf, as I have W owned 
my failings and mitconquct. 

Toward the end of the ſummer my heart was a lit- 
tle alarmed by a report that prevailed, of my lover's 
being actually engaged in a treaty of marriage: how- 
ever, I gave little credit to this rumour, till I was 
_ obliged to go to town about butineſs, and there I heard 
the ſame information confidently affirmed. Tho 1 
ſtill conſidered it as a vague ſurmiſe, I wrote to him 

an account of what I had heard; and in his anſwer, 
which is ſtill in my poſſeſſlon, e aſſured me, with re— 
peated vows and proteſtations, that the report was al- 
together falſe. Satished with this declaration, I re- 
| turned to his houſe; and tho” the tale was inceilant!y 
thundered in my ears, ſtill believed it void of all foun- 


dation, till my ſuſpicion was awaked by a very incon- 


kderable circumſtance, 


One 


ruſtic exerciſe ; and therefore my fears immediately 


particular of his dreſs, his colour changed; and though 


joyment. 


deliberated wien myſelf about the mealures I ſhould. 
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One day, on his return from hunting, I perceived he 
had a very fine pair of Dreſden ruffles on his ſhirt, 
which I could not ſuppoſe he would wear at ſuch a 


took the alarm. When 1 queſtioned him about this 


he attempted to elude my ſuſpicion, by imputing it to 
a miſtake of his ſervant, I could not reſt ſatisfied with 
this account of the matter, but inquired into the truth 
with ſuch eagerneis and penetration, that he could not 
deny he had been to make a viſit. By degrees, L even 
extorted from him a confeſſion, that he engaged him- 
ſelf farther than he ought to have proceeded, without 
making me acquainted with his deſign, tho' he endea- 
voured to excuſe his conduct, and pacify my diſplea- 
ſure, by ſaying that the affair would not be brought to 
bear for a great while, and perhaps might never come 
to a determination: but he was in great confuſion, 
and indeed hardly knew what he ſaid. | 

I weuld have quitted his houſe that moment, had 
not he, before-hand, obtained a promiſe that I would 
take no raſh reſolution of that kind, and put it out of 
my power to procure any method of conveyance by 
which I could make my retreat. I gave no vent to 
reproaches, and only upbraided him with his having 
permitted me to return in ignorance to the country, 
after I was once fairly gone; upon which he ſwore 
that he could not bear the thoughts of parting with me. 
This declaration was a myttery at that time, but 
ſince I have been fo fully ſatisfied of his reaſons for his 
conduct, that J heartily acquit him of all injuſtice to 
me. And indeed, it is my ſincere opinion, that if 
ever young man deſerved to be happy, he is certainly 
intitled to that priviiege z a and if I may be allowed to 


— 


judge, has an heart ſulceptible to the moſt refined en- 


The violence of the grief and contlcnation which I 
fat ffered from this ftroke, having a little ſubſided, I 


take, 
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take, and determined to leave his houſe ſome day whey 
he ſhould be abroad. I was encouraged in this reſo. 
lution by the advice of our Scotch friend, who came 
about this time from London, on a viſit to his fellow- 
traveller: we thought ſuch an abrupt departure would 
be leſs ſhocking than to ſtay and take a formal leave 
of my lover, whoſe heart was of ſuch a delicate frame, 
that after I told him I ſhould one day withdraw my- 
ſelf, in his abſence, he never came home from the 
chace, or any other avocation, without trembling with 
apprehenſion that I had eſcaped. | 
After he had heen ſome time accuſtomed to theſe 
fears by my previous intimation, I at length decamp- 
ed, in good earneſt, tho' my heart ached upon the oc- 
caſion, becauſe I left him loving and beloved; for 
his affection was evident, notwithſtanding the ſtep he 
had taken, by the advice and importunity of all his 
relations, who laid a difagreeable reſtraint upon his in- 
clinations, while they conſulted his intereſt in every 
other particular, . 5 5 
While I halted in the next great town, until I could 
be ſupplied with freſh horſes, I was viſited by a gentle- 
man who had been formerly intimate with my lover; 
but a breach had happened in their friendſhip, and he 
now came to complain of the treatment he had received. 
Perceiving that I was not in a humour to liſten to his 
ſtory, he ſhifted the converſation to my own, and ob- 
ſerved, that I had been extremely ill-uſed. T told 
him I was of a different opinion : that it was not only 
juſt, but expedient, that a young man of Mr. ———'s 
fortune ſhould think of making ſome alliance to 
ſtrengthen and ſipport the intereſt of his family; and 
that 1 had nothing to accuſe him of, but his letting 


me remain fo long in ignorance of his intention, He 


then gave me to underſtand, that I was ſtill ignorant 
of a great part of the ill-uſage I had received, affirm- 
ing, that while I lived in his houſe, he had amulzd 


- himſelf with all the common women in that town, to 


ſome of whom this gentleman had perſonally intro- 
„ue bim | | 
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experiment had failed, and he found that he ſhould be 
fror ever miſerable. | | | 


+ 1 
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At firſt, I could not believe this imputation; but 
he ſupported his aſſertions with ſo many convincing. 
circumſtances, that I could no longer doubt the truth 
of them; and I felt ſo much reſentment, that my 
love vaniſhed immediately into air. Inſtead of pro- 
ceeding in my journey to London, I went back a con- 
ſiderable way, and ſent a meſſage, deſiring to ſee him 
in a little houſe, about midway between his own habi- 
tation and the town from whence I came, He obeyed 
my ſummons, and appeared at the place appointed, 
where I reproached him with great bitterneſs, He 
pleaded guilty to the charge, ſo far as acknowledging 
that he had correſponded with other women lately, in 
order to get the better of his affection for me, but the 


I did not look upon this candid confeſſion as a ſuf- 
ficient atonement for his paſt diſſimulation, and, in the 
ſharpneſs of my revenge, demanded a ſettlement, which 
he peremptorily refuſed ; ſo that, for the preſent, we 
held each other in the utmoſt contempt, Indeed, I 
afterwards deſpiſed myſelf for my condeſcenſion, which 
was owing to the advice of my companion, ſupported 
and inflamed by the ſpirit of reſentment. Neverthe- 
leſs, he begged that I would return to his houſe, or 
ſtay all night where I was; but I was deaf to his in- 
treaties, and, after a great deal of ironical civility on 
my fide, I took my leave, and went away; yet, be- 
fore I ſet out, I looked back, and ſaw him on horſe- 
back, with ſuch an air of ſimplicity and truth, as called 
up a profound ſigh, notwithſtanding all that had paſ- 
ſed in our converſation. 5 | 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings im WK 
Leicefter-fields, and anſwered a letter which I had 
tome months before received from my lord; telling 
him, that I would go home to him, without ſtipulating 
for any terms, to try what effect my confidence would 
have upon his generoſity. He readily embraced the 
offer, and took an houſe in St. James's-ſtreet, _ 

TS | : pro- 
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I propoſed to comply with his humour in every thing 
that was conſiſtent with my own peace and tran- 


quillity. 


Mean while, my lover paſſed his time very diſagree- 


ably in the country, with his friend, of whom (it 
ſeems) he had conceived ſome jealouſy, which was in- 
creaſed by a letter I wrote to that gentleman, till he 
was made acquainted with the contents, which he read 
over forty times; and then his paſſion breaking out 
with more violence than ever, he not only exprefied 
his feeling, in an epiſtle which 1 immediately received, 
but when he came to town, ſuffered ſuch agonies of 
deſpair as 1 had never ſeen before, except in Lord 
B It was then in my power to have taken 
ample revenge upon him, as well as upon my inſolent 
rival, who had inſiſted upon my leaving his houſe, in 
a wy abrupt manner, though he abſolutely refuſed to 
gratify her malice ; for he was now diſpoſed to do any 
thing for my ſatisfaRion : but I knew his worth, and 
Had too much regard for his re putation to adviſe him 


to act inconfiſtent with his honour. 
About this time, many tender meetings and forrow- 


ful partings happened between us, till the marriage- 
knot was tied, when he ſent me a bank- note for 2 
thouſand pounds, by way of ſpecimen (as he called it) 
of his friendſhip, and of what he would do for me, 
| ſhould J ever want his affiftance. This mark of his 
generolity I received in a moſt tender billet, which I 
ſhall never part with, together with his picture ſet in 

_ diamonds. 
I now employed my thoughts in keeping meaſures 
with my lord; we lay in the ſame apartment, and for 
the firſt four or five months I neither dined nor ſupped 
abroad, above twice; and then he knew where I was, 
and approved of my company. But all this compla- 
cency and circumſpection had no effect upon his tem- 
per, which remained as capricious and diſſatisfied as 
ever. Nay, to ſuch a provoking degree did this un- 
happy humour prevail, that one day, in the preſence of 
His lawyer, be W as 3 my milcongyet ſince 
our 
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by a perſon of rank, that my lord diſcovered exactly 


gacity enough to know, that this is the moſt effeQual 


vanity and affectation altogether intolerable ; for he 
actually believes himſelf, or at leaſt would impoſe him « 
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our laſt re- union; and very freely affirmed, that eve- 
Ty * I had taken was diametrically oppoſite to his 
Conſcious at the pains I had been at to pleaſe him, I 
was ſo incenſed at theſe unjuſt invectives, that ſtarting 
up, I told him he was a little dirty fellow; and would 
have left the houſe immediately, had not his lawyer, 
and others, who were in the next room, interpoſed, 
and by dint of argument and importunity diverted me 
from my purpoſe. By the bye, IJ have been informed 


the ſame diſpoſition in his father's life time, and only 
changes the ſubjet of his complaint from the word 
Father to that of wife. Indeed he takes all opportu- 
nities of plaguing my dear parent, as he has juſt ſa- 


way he can take to diſtreſs me. : 5 
After repeated trials, I have given up all hopes of 
making him happy, or of finding myſelf eaſy in my 
ſituation, and live with him at preſent to avoid a great- 
er inconvenience, Not that his ill- nature is all the 
grievance of which I complain : excluſive of the per- 
1onal diſguſt I entertain for him, his folly is of that 
ſpecies which diſobliges rather than diverts, and his 


ſelf upon mankind, as a pattern in gallantry and taſte; 
and in point of buſineſs, a perſon of infinite ſagacity 
and penetration: but the moſt ridiculous part of his 
character is his pretended talent for politics, in which 
he ſo deeply concerns himſelf, that he has diſmiſſed 
many a good ſervant, becauſe he ſuſpected him of hav- 
ing wrong connexions; a theme upon which he has 
often quarrelled with me, even almoſt to parting, ac- 
cuſing me of holding correſpondence with the earls of 
B — and C —, and Mr. H V „ tho” 
I never had the leaſt acquaintance with any of theſe 
gentlemen, except the earl of C— , to whom I 
have not ſpoke for theſe ten years paſt, ” 

„ Ia 
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In ſhort, J have often been at a loſs to know, whe- 
ther he was more mad or malicious in thoſe' fits of en- 
thuſiaſm, wherein he ſeemed tranſported with zeal for 
the commonwealth,” and tormented me with his admo- 
nitions, out of all temper and patience. At length, 


however, I contrived an expedient which freed me from | 


theſe troubleſome expoſtulations, and filenced him ef- 
fectually on the ſcore of politicxs. This was no other 
than an open avowal of being connected with all thofe 
people whom J have named. Indeed, I knew'him too 
well to believe there was any thing ſolid in his inten- 

tion or profeſſions, even when he carried them ſo far 
as to demand a private audience of the K——, in or. 
der to communicate a ſcheme for ſuppreſſing the rebel- 
lion, and that being denied, ſollicited the duke of 
'D——'s intereſt, for permiſſion to raiſe and head a 
regiment of Kentiſh ſmugglers: nay, to fuch a pitch 
did his loyalty ſoar, that he purchaſed a firelock of 
particular mechaniſm, calculated for the ſafety uf the 
| hearer, in caſe he had been placed centinel at his nia. 
jeſty's door; and kept his horſes ready capariſoncq, 

with a view of attending his ſovereign to the hei, 


Notwithſtanding all theſe pompous preparations, had 


he been put to the proof, he would have infallibly crept 
out of his engagements, thro' ſome ſneaking evalion, 
his imagination being very fertile in ſuch faving pre- 
tences. Yet he will talk ſometimes fo ferve ently, and 
even ſenſibly, on the ſubject, that a ſtranger would 
miſtake him for a man of underſtanding, and determin- 
ed zeal for the good of his country. 


Since my laſt return to his houle, that a& of parlia- 


ment paſſed, by which he was enabled to pay his debts, 
and among the reſt, a thouſand pounds of my contract— 
ing, the only burden of that kind I ever intailzd upon 
him, excluſive of my pin- money, which was never re- 
gularly paid; nor would he have been ſubject tothe, 
had he not, by his perſecution and purſuit, expoi-d me 
to an extraordinary expence. I have alſo had it in n 
Pöwer to reward ſome of my faithful Abigails; in od 


ticular, v0 relieve rom extreme diftreis that maid : 
nt 
| | whom 
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whom (as I have already obſerved) lord B-— grant- 14 
ed an annuity, which ſhe had ſold: fo that ſhe was 
reduced to the moſt abje& poverty, ae I found her in 
a moſt diſmal hole, with two infants, periſhing for 
want; a ſpectacle Which drew tears em my eyes, 
and indeed could not but make deep impreſſions upen 
an heart like mine, which the miſery of my fellow- 
creatures never tailed to melt. 

Nor did J, upon this occaſion, forget the attachment 
and fidelity of my other women Mrs. 8 „ who 
hearing I was robbed in my paſſage through Flanders, 
had generouſly 1ehnavithed the allowance J had ſet- 
*tled upon her at parting. The exerciſe of ſuch acts 
of humanity and” benevolence, and the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing my dear and tender parent often, in ge menſure 
alleviate the chagrin to which Jam ſvbject, from the 
diſagreeable diſpoſition of my lord, who conſiſtent with 
his former inconfiſtency, upon our Iaft reconciliation 
chearfully agreed to a propoſal I made of having con- 
certs in the houle, and even approved of the ſcheme 
with marks of particular ſatisfaction ; but before one 
half of the winter was expired, he found means 10 
baniſh all company, beginning with lord R 
who as he walked up ſtairs one evening, was fopped 
by a footman, who plainly told him he had orders“ 
to ſay to him in particular, that his lordthip was not 
at home: yet the very next day perceiving that noble- 
man and me walking together in the park; he joined 
us with an air of alacrity, as if no fuch thing had hap- 
pened, and even behaved to lord R with the moſt 
awning complailance. His deportment was equally 
abſurd and impertinent to the reſt of his friends, who. 
forſook us gradually, being tired of maintaining any 
friendly communication with ſuch a diſagreeable com- 
poſition of ignorance and airogance. For my own 
| part, I look upon him as utterly incorrigible; : and as 
fate hath ſubjected me to his power, endeavoured to 
make the bitter draught go down, by detaching my- 
| ſelf, as much as poſſible, trom the ſuppoſition that there 
| is any ſuch-exiſtence upon earth. Indeed, if 1 had not 


Cf! 7 fatal 
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fatal experience of the contrary, I ſhould be apt to be- 
lieve that ſuch a character is not to be found among 
the ſons of men; becauſe his conduct is altogether un- 
accountable by the known rules and maxims of life, 
and falls intirely under the poet's obſervation, when 
he ſays, : 5 


"Tis true, no meaning puzzlcs more than wit. 


Her ladyſhip having thus concluded her ſtory, to the 
entertainment of the company, and the admiration of 
Peregrine, who exprefled his aſtoniſhment at the ya- 
riety of adventures ſhe had undergone, which was ſuch 
as he thought ſufficient to deftroy the moſt hardy and 
robuſt conſtitution, and therefore infinitely more than 
enough to overwhelm one of her delicate frame; one 


of the gentlemen preſent, roundly taxed her with want 


of candour, in ſuppreſſing ſome circumitances of her 
life, which he thought eſſential in the conſideration of 
her character. . . 
She reddened at this peremptory charge, which had 


an evident effect upon the countenances of the whole 


audience, when the accuſer proceeded to explain his 
imputation, by obſerving, that, in the courſe of her 
narration, ſhe omitted to mention a thouſand acts of 
uncommon charity of which he himfelf knew her to be 
guilty ; that ſhe had concealed a great many advan- 
tageous propoſals of marriage, which ſhe might have 
accepted before ſhe was engaged; that ſhe had not 
ſpoke one word of her firſt huſband's debts, which, to 
his certain knowledge, ſhe had paid out of her own 
privy purſe, after her ſecond marriage, and on that ac- 
count received the thanks of lord W 's elder 
brother, who, though he had' undertaken to diſcharge 
them, delayed the execution of his purpoſe longer than 


| the thought they ſhould remain unpaid ; and that in 


relating her inducements for leaving Mr. 8 , 
(whether out of forgetfulneſs, or from tenderneſs to 2 
lover once ſo dear to her, he would not pretend to ſay) 
the had omitted a very cogent motive for her . 

| e | | ut; 
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duct; for as he had firft courted her favour in her 


ring fortune, and left her in its decline, ſhe could not 
avoid reflecting, that, after this precipitate re- engage - 


ment, when the firſt tranſports of their meeting ſhould 
be over, he would again act the ſame conduct, provid- 


ed her tranquility ſhould be, diſturbed by the perſecu- 
tion of her lord. 

The company were agreeably undeceived by this ex- 
planation; which her ladyſhip acknowledged in very 
polite terms, as a compliment equally genteel and un- 
expected: and our hero, after having teſtified the ſenſe 
he had of her complaiſance and condeſcenſion, in re— 


galing him with ſuch a mark of her confidence and 


eſteem, took his leave, and went home in a ſtate of 
confuſion and perplexity; for, from the circumſtances 
of the tale he had heard, he plainly perceived, that her 
ladyſhip's heart was too delicate to receive ſuch incenſe, 
as he, in the capacity of an admirer, could at preſent 
pay; becauſe, though he had in ſome meaſure abridged 
the empire of Emilia in his own breaſt, it was not in 


his power to reſtrain it ſo effectually, but that it would 
interfere with any other ſovereign whom his thoughts 


ſhould adopt: and, unleſs lady could in- 


groſs his whole love, time and attention, he foreſaw, 


that it would be impoſlible for him to ſupport the paſ- 
Hon which he might have the good fortune to inſpire, 


He was, moreover, deterred from declaring his love, 


by the fate of her former admirers, who ſeemed to have 
been wound up to.a degree of enthuſiaſm, that looked 
more like the effect of enchantment, than the inſpira- 
tion of human attractions; an eeſtaſy of paſſion which 
ke durſt not venture to undergo: he therefore reſolved 
to combat with the impreſſions he had already received, 

and, if poſſible, cultivate her friendſhip without foli- 


citing her affection: hut, before he could fix upon this 
determination, he deſired to know the footing on which 
he ſtood in her opinion ; and by the intelligence of 
Crabtree, obtained in the uſual manner, underſtood. 
that her ſentiments of him were very favourable, though 
* ihoyt the leaſt tincture of love, He would have 

| been 
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been tranſported with joy, had her thoughts of him 
been of a more tender texture; though his reaſon was 
better pleaſed with the information he received; in 

conſequence of which, he muſtered up the ideas of his 
firſt paſſion, znd ſet them in oppoſition to thoſe of this 
new and dangerous attachment; by which means he 
kept the ballance in equilibrio, and his boſom tolerablx 
quiet, Bu | 


End of the SECOND Voruuz. 
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